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| Introduced to city’s new police docg

need further training in police work. for his seven years of service to the Cityyailable to help with items rang
Donn Yarnall with the Los AngelesThe new officials are Herb Sundermagiom roofing, repointing bricks or r
Police Departmentwill be in Colby orin Ward I; John Bremenkamp in Warghairing windows. The council
Saturday to begin assisting Sitton with; Eugene Wieland in Ward I11; andproved the registry application.
training Capone. Mark Beringer, Ward IV. « The city council agreed to vac
“Yarnall is world renowned for his « Nominations for a new councilkhe north/south alley near N. Gr:
training and travels extensively assispresident resulted in Wieland angccording to Armstrong, there he
ing law enforcement agencies witlBeringer both being selected to servgeen ongoing problemsin thatares
their canine units,” Sitton said. “InAfter a vote by the entire council Jim Oliver has agreed to buy the pi
June, he will be in Australia.” Wieland was elected president.  erty and putin a new fence. “There
For Sitton, the task of preparing a «Afive-year airport lease with Kenng utilities in the alley,” she said, “z
new canine unit takes a lot of time aseth Bixenman for commercial aerigl pelieve vacation would improve |
well. In addition to the in-house trainspraying service was approved.  appearances there.”
ing, he will spend much of his own free « Sue Taylor, director of the Thomas « Approval was given to permit t
time working with Capone. County Historical Society, spoke aboytrairie Museum of Art and History
“Comparedto his older counterparthe benefits of putting the city halhold its petting and feeding disp
Capone at 85 Ibs., already outweighsuilding, municipal pool and bathfrom mid-May to mid-October, 20C
Blitz by 10 pounds,” Sitton said, “anchouse on the state/federal historical« The council tabled discussion

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The newest member of the city’
police department was introduced {
Colby City Council members at Tues
day night's meeting—a 23-month-ol
German Shepard.

Police Officer Scott Sitton said
Capone arrived at Denver Interns
tional Airport last week from Califor-
nia ata cost of $5,000 and hopes he wi
be ready for duty by June.

His current canine partner, Blitz, wil
continue to be on active duty until thg =
younger replacement can be trained..”

Blitz went on duty in March of 1995
andis now 7 years old, said City Mar
ager Carolyn Armstrong. HoweverCapone is the newest member of the canine unit and will soon be re-

Blitz is beginning to suffer from arthri-placing Blitz, who has served since March of 1995. he’s not done growing yet.” registry. _ _ o garding the preliminary and final p
tis and will be retiring. Sitton said he In other council business: “These are still the city’s buildings,”|ocated east and south of Comfort

plans to buy Blitz from the city onceHeart were asked to vote one one of“Capone was voted the best name,” * Four newly elected council memshe explained, “which means they cadlong with annexing that area anc
Capone is ready for work. three names for the German immiitton said. Although the new dog halgers were sworn in and Hal Kistlerpe sold, torn down or repainted.” Iyoning it from a single family dwe

Prior to his arrival, Sitton said, chil-grant. The choices were Capone, Axgbne through obedience school, Sittoho chose not to seek another term &ldition, once the structures are on they district to neighborhood comm
dren at Colby Grade School and Sacregid Nitro, he said. explained to the council that he wilWard Il, was recognized with a plagqueegistry, Heritage Trust Funds argjal district.

Weather modefund
County answers question
referring to district’s letter

By MAXINE NELSON for the “thousands” of forms whichit); and 3) reduce subsequent yealrs
Colby Free Press would need to be filled out. water user charges enough to bring|in
Thomas County landowners Tim The commissioners referred to a le$181,000 less than the district’s antid]

1%

Beatlemania returns

Adrian and Fred Rikoff presented thger from Groundwater Managemenpated future expenditures. 4
following questionto the county compjstrict #4 sent to the Thomas, . o |
missioners at their Monday meetingsheridan, Graham, Wallace, Logap . /1€ Only other way to return theseg Y
Why the money which was collectedind Gove county clerks and treasurejy'dS would be for the counties to dp ¥
by the Groundwater Management Dign Jan. 2 which said, “The board ha?]o through 2000 tax year abatement e S
trict No. 4 for weather modificationdiscussed this issue at their Decemblef EVery Water userin the district. Th'f g

uld return the money in a mor

was not being refunded as a check fReeting and has decided that the funiis .
ely fashion, but would be extraort

each taxpayer? should be returned, with interest, to th A .
The commissioners told the two thajame taxpayers (water users) fro narily time-consuming and expen

if they had to issue tax abatements fQyhich they were collected.” sive for the counties.

all taxpayers, it would take about six The |etter continued, “The board has “The board decided to set the Ng
steps for each abatement, and involyly one way to directly accomplisvember, 2001 and 2002 water us
the county clerk, county appraiser, anflis. They must: 1) collect the monegharges at levels designed to bring
county treasurer filling out forms, andhis year as planned; 2) carry it all for$97,508 less money than budgeted f
would require hiring additional helpward into nextyear’s budget (not sperid these two ensuing years.”

Orchestra prepares for season fin

By PATTY DECKER will be third, fourth and fifth grade stu-year as the director of bands at Colly
Free Press Editor dents from Colby Grade School unde&eommunity College and her first year

The Pride of the Prairie Orchestrthe direction of Laura Krejci. Theseasthe Colby High School director, witl
will be presenting its final concert oktudents are Justina Asuncion, Kanjpirass and percussion at the Colk
the season on Sunday at 3:30 p.m. @illispie, Keesa Wright, Jessica Jonedjiddle School for grades fifth through
Frahm Theatre on the campus of ColtBrock Wagoner, Leah Sharp (soloistgighth.
Community College. Tess Brown, J.J. Valdez, Stephen The orchestrawas organized twenty

“Broadway in the Afternoon” is the Schmidt, Ashley Kappenman (soloistlyears ago by a group of musicians in-
theme and will feature hits from theAudrey Keller, Chelle Shoemakenerested in providing a cultural outlet |
King and | GreasgeAnnig Fiddleron Ashley Schippers (soloist), Kellyfor performers as well as audiences|n
the RoofMy Fair Ladyand a Beatles Gerstner, Katie Strange (soloist), anthe area. The orchestrais supported|py JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press
Medley. Vocal soloists will include Ebony Creighton. - an organization called Friends of the No, the Beatles haven't returned. Colby High School students recalled the 1960s during a S.P.I.C.E.
Amie Kendrick, Richard Groetzinger, The Pride of the Prairie Orchestr@®rchestra. Admission to the concert|s presentation in the high school auditorium this morning. John, Paul, George and Ringo are, from left to
John Walls, and Abigail Minge. will be under the baton of Juliantby Friends membership or tickets right; Terry Cox, Ryan McLemore, Brett Mariman and Jason Simmering.

In addition, a special appearanc&room who is beginning her twelftravailable at the door.

Senator’s plan to increase taxes criticized; budget plan in works

TOPEKA (AP) — House leadergaxes on insurance companies by $+6
prepared their own budget plan afterraillion, with the burden falling on out- ‘ ‘
Senate proposal drew criticism for inef-state companies.
creasing taxes while cutting planned He also would step up the collection | don’t think any tax increase is going to
spending too little for some legislatorof delinquent taxes, reach into pots in the House.”

The House proposal, to be releasenoney that the state doesn’t normall y :
Wednesday, was expected to rely mouse to pay general government ex-
on spending cuts. penses and make an accounting

Legislators are trying to reconcilehange.

permit legislators to increase general An accounting change propose
fund spending only about $25 millionMorris would save the general fi
or 0.5 percent — unless they find ad20.3 million.
ditional sources of revenue. Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowl
Morris’ plan would raise $55 million said the cuts are too small.
in new revenues for the general fund. “What | hear from folks back hor
It would save the general fund ans, 'Hey, there are places you can
other $86.5 million by paying for thatsome fat,” he said.
amount of spending with other sources In other action, the Senate Educe
appropriations with expected rev- Morris’ plan would come close to of money — highway funds, extra fed€ommittee identified the key ingre
enues. eliminating a $205 million gap be- eral nursing home payments anentforits new recipe for public edu
During a Senate Ways and Meartsveen expected revenues and spendinghe proposals in both chambers an-Before they recessed April 6, legismoney from the state’s settlement wittion — $56 million in tax increases
Committee meeting Tuesday, Chaithat legislators have already approveitipate raising an additional $45 miltators approved a $9.11 billion budgdbbacco companies. Also, Gov. Bill Graves signed a
man Steve Morris proposed cuttinépr fiscal 2002. lion in fiscal 2002 by increasing thethat included $4.66 billion from the Morris’ proposal would remove $4.4making the Emporia home of lege
$32.8 million from spending already Both the Senate committee and thmllection of delinquent taxes. general fund, which holds most of thanillion of a planned $6.2 million in- ary editor William Allen White a ste
approved for the state’'s 2002 fiscallouse Appropriations Committee be- But opposition to higher taxes restate’s tax revenue spending. crease inaid to cities and counties fromstoric site.

Rep. Doug Mays,
R-Topeka

year, which begins July 1. ganworking Tuesday on the year’s lagtained strong in the House.
Only $10 million would come from spending bill, which will reconcile
general government programs.

Morris, R-Hugoton, would increasdiscal 2002. Doug Mays, R-Topeka.

The increase in general fund spenthe fiscal 2002 budget. Editor's note: Highlights can also

“I don’t think any tax increase ising would be about $230 million, or5.2 Italso would suspend $18.4 milliorfound on internet for the Ka nsas L
spending and expected revenues fgoing to fly in the House,” said Reppercent.

in payments for a year into a state erslature: http://www.ink.org/publi

However, revenue projections wilployees’ death and disability fund. legislative/fulltext.cgi

Weather: Continued warm records are provided by the Northwest Kansas Resea

The Colby region can expect continued warm tempel%:[enSion Center, Colby.)

tures through the weekend, advises the National Weahhfer .. .
Service. Tonight, partly cloudy, lows 45-50 and westwinbé€gotiations discussed

5-15 mph. Thursday, some clouds, some sun, highs near 85ie Colby Community College Board of Trustees mfgiogram from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m., Saturday,
and west winds 5-15 mph. Thursday night, partly cloudtyppen session with representatives of the Faculty Alliat@gninal building.

rohesday, April 24. The meetings are open to the publicThursday at the 4-H Building to make plans for this y
L fair. The meeting is open to the public.
Aviation safety program near

The Colby Municipal Airport will host an aviation safety ] ] ]
April 21, in théospice banquet is April 28
The “We've Got A Heart” Banquet and Auction to k

lows in the 40s. Friday, dry, partly sunny, highs near Stiesday night for discussion of negotiations. No action was©me highlights of the program include land survivghit Hospice Services in Thomas County is planne

Saturday and Sunday, dry, partly cloudy, highs near 8Gaken and no conclusions reached because there was

4o navigate around the airport surface, convective g rday, April 28, at the Colby American Legion, 185

Saturday and in the 70s on Sunday. Tuesday’s high in Cajbgrum of the board, according to Joe Mildrexler, dearf¥fty, @nd surviving your airport. For information, calh, s The event starts at 5:30 p.m., with a social hour

was 55 and the overnight low this morning was 26, rapidlynmunity services.
climbing to 37 by 8 a.m. Precipitation for the month to dateThe next regular meeting of the board will be at 5 p.

remains at2.19inches. The records for April 18: 92 in 198nday in the board room of the administration buildin

and 18 in 1953The daily temperatures, precipitation ané special meeting to discuss negotiations will be at5 p

Mark Ostmeyer, airport manager, at 462-4438. sored by the Kansas Association of Life Underwri

.. Dinner will follow at 6:30 p.m. with a live auction start
an board to meet at 7 p.m. For information or to purchase tickets, call
.mlhe Thomas County Free Fair Board will meet at 8 p.67.10.
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