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Albers to be honored
at city council meetin

By JAY KELLEY Also on the agenda will be a report Also on the agenda are:
Colby Free Press on aid sent to Hoisington after a tor- * An update on annexing and rezom- £

Mike Albers will be recognized as anado struck that city. ing the area south of the Comfort Int.
recipient of an Environmental Hero City Manager Carolyn Armstrong, < A presentation of the 2000 audit
Award from the National Oceanic andlong with building official Greg Swobwith approval of an audit contract with
Atmospheric Administration at theand Albers will brief the council onAdams, Brown, Beran and Ball.
Colby City Council meeting at 7:30Swob’s work with the state assessmente Approval of street closings for the
p.m. Tuesday at City Hall. team sent to gauge the damage aRdd Run and Prairie Heritage Day.
Albers, the technology director forAlbers’ assistance with communica- A discussion of expansion for th
Colby, is also an active ham radio ogions. recycling center.
erator and director of Skywarn Opera- Armstrong also said some city ¢ An agreement with the Kansal
tions in Thomas County. equipment, including dump trucks an®epartment of Transportation for wor
He is being honored for his work irbucket trucks have been sent to Hagt the intersections of Fourth an
that area during the last 20 years. sington. Franklin and Fourth and Range.

The good, bad and the ugly;
legislators try to fix budget

By JOHN HANNA Before they recessed on Aprll 6, |eg'eady been approved_ He wants no sio-
AssociatedPressAnalyst islators approved a bill Containing']iﬁcant cuts. The governor has prd

TOPEKA (AP) — You can put lip- $9.11 billion in spending, most of thgyosed $117.6 million in tax increase
stick on a pig, but it's still a pig. 2002 budget. Gov. Bill Graves signefyt legislators have been at best rely
That old Kansas axiom, sometimeiglast week. tantto embrace the idea. Senators’ pl
repeated at the Capitol, is worth re- The bill appropriates $4.66 billionagssumed only a $10 million tax in
membering as legislators work on &rom the general fund, which is whergrease for insurance companies, a

NQ
plan for solving the state’s budgethe state deposits most of its tax reptouse members have said flatly they
Y h

problems. enues and the largest source of mMongiyn't increase taxes — though the
Three senators and three Houder Kansas governmentprograms. Th&d pass a bill increasing traffic fine$

members have been negotiating overcrease in general fund spending raise money for the state. PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

the last spending bill of the year, aftewould be $230 million, or 5.2 percent. And both chambers have rejectddChristina Brackett, 7, of Colby, sang along with others at the Colby Community Building on Sunday night

their respective chambers approvedBut the state can't afford to spengroposals to legalize slot machines piduring the first of four evening meetings with Pastor Jerry Johnston
rival proposals. that much, not with the amount of revdog and horse racing tracks.

Both proposals relied heavily orenue it now expects to collectin fiscal what's left, then, are the tricks. Fo

gimmickry — accounting changes2002. That's why the budget gap existgxample: i Featunng Jerry JOh nStOn

confiscating money that's not nor- Graves and legislators agree thatthe__Both plans rely on an accountin

e J . .
e i endes o e e s sen e s s arner s - UNAreds attend first night of crusa
of

few decisions legislators found quedection of delinquent taxes. Doing Sghe general fund equal to 7.5 percent

tionable. L raises between $37 million and $48xpenditures. They take aid to local gy pATTY DECKER In his discussion, Johnston talked about tragedy
The final product is likely to get themillion for fiscal 2002. Lgovernments and, instead of treatingit Free Press Editor why does God allow this to happen as in the case of
state through its 2002 fiscal year, They also agree that the state shoydd spending, subtractit from revenugs. TheCrosses of Columbineere used in the first of fourumbine?

which begins July 1, without creatingise the $160 million in extra federathe change lowers spending on pagethristian family assemblies held at the Colby Commu=There is tragedy because sin is real and very mu
new and bigger problems for fiscahursing home funds it expects to col=— and the amount of money that mustnity Building on Sunday night. More than 700 peopreork,” he said. Just as there is volition of will to co

2003. But it's not likely to be someect through September 2002 to pay fgje set aside. attended the event highlighted by Jerry Johnston, wholher® tonight, there is also the same volition of will no

thing for which legislators will wanttoservices now financed with general _goth chambers have embracgdagdressed over four million students through his LIEEme.”

be remembered. fund revenues. The mostlikely figurgne idea of delaying the last paymeftschool assemblies. He added that every person is born with a sin prob
'_ don’t know how ugly the Houseis $50 million for 2002. of the 2002 fiscal year to some hospli-  According to Johnston, his presence is to support logatl only God can rework and recreate people.

got,,, my guess is somewhat uglier than Thatstill leaves agap of atleast$1khis and clinics that provide medicdl churches in renewing hope for all people — and particu*We need to put Christ first in our family and wake

us,” said Senate President Dave Kemillion to fill. That would be a toughservices to the poor. larly for those troubled teenagers. Christianity,” Johnston said.

R-Hutchinson. “We were uglyjob, but Graves and legislators have —Both plans also assume the state He spoke on Sunday about how the nation’s younght his next gathering tonight, beginning at 7 p.

enggggt';rs and House members ar:‘eg‘]:g\i/ter;eﬁgg’ :jrggl?asrziglteﬁat he wa will tell oil and natural gas producers pegple are falling apart and how times have changedolinston said he will be speaking on the questio
- o . ? ) Nigat they must pay their severandeysed to be that teenagers got in trouble for chewing giithy are our young people taken up with the para
trying to close a $206 million gap in théegislators to finance as much as pogxes within 30 days. or talking in class, he explained, but today, the problemal?”

budget for fiscal 2002. sible of the 2002 spending that's al- —House members were pleasg dare far more serious. On Tuesday, he encourages parents, grandparent

with themselves for preservinga$44  Quoting from Ecclesiastics 3:7, “...a time to be silefuture parents, to particularly consider attending.
million increase in aid to cities andl and atime to speak,” Johnston said this is the time to sgeplc will be on how to save your kids and grandkids fr
counties, to help with road projects and__ the truth. Referring to the Columbine tragedy, Johnstoiin. Wednesday night's message will be about
keep local property taxes down. BUtgpoke of the many untruths surrounding the incidemtarriages fail and why they succeed. Thursday will
their plan took more than $10 million} adding that what parent wouldn’t see the pipe bomtysizza blast,” and he plans to speak about his own
inliquor excise taxes that normally gp giagrams, blueprints, and other materials laying in plaind how he came to find Christ.
to the same cities and counties. view in the garage of one of the two gunmen. He alsd&veryone is invited to attend any and all of Johnst
—The Senate plan uses $50,0( Ospoke of other tragedies at other schools and placesddresses, which begin at 7 p.m. inthe Community B
from the state’s share of the settlementecent years. ing.
of national tobacco litigation for thg  Among the people at Sunday’s event, was one studedbhnston is being sponsored by the Greater North
Kansas Sports Hall of Fame in Abileng.\yho survived the Columbine tragedy. Mark Taylor, whtansas Crusade and for information on upcoming ev

The money is supposed to be used fo{yas shot seven times, was there receiving a standing ovauestions, call Jon Jones, family event coordin
programs that promote the health afdijgn. 462-3730.

education of children.

Senate chair says traffic fines bill in mi;

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — A proposalwhich begins July 1. bonds to help finance highway conef the death and disability bill Frid
that has cleared the House may be théThat's probably going to be menstruction projects over the next eighin a 21-19 vote.
legislative equivalent of a speed tragioned in our mix,” said Senate Waygears. Using bonds would free up $20 The House votes came after m
The billwould increase fines for traf-and Means Chairman Steve Morris, Rnillion in tax dollars in fiscal 2002. bers had approved their plan for fix
fic violations, tripling the portion of Hugoton. Both chambers have ap- —Suspend payments to a fund th#te budget.
each fine that the state collects. Thgoved appropriations bills that elimipays benefits to the families of state House leaders said it was easic
state’s fine for driving 45 in a 35 mpmate the hole in the budget. But somemployees who are injured or disablgaass the budget plan because it

} = . zone, for example, would increase tof provisions in each plan require peen the job, to save $9.2 million in fistained many provisions and individ

e P L ot T = $30 from $10. In all, the measurenanent changes in state law — arwhl 2002. Legislators say the fund hdawmakers were bound to like at le
g, T --._""ﬁ'ﬁ[r.-"h." M%jrl would raise $16 million a year for theherefore separate bills. more than enough money in it. afew.

L A Sl I, state. The House approved the billincreas- —Require oil and natural gas pro- “The budget has a lot of honey

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press It's one of several bills lawmakersng traffic fines on a 64-61 vote Fridaygducers to pay their severance taxéske with the bitter pills,” said Re

Emily Noeth, 10, who is a fifth grade student at Colby Elementary | are discussing as the 2001 sessisanding it to the Senate. On separatéthin 30 days instead of the 60 dayRocky Nichols, of Topeka, the rank
School, found time on Saturday to fly a kite with her mother, Sharon; nears its end. They are trying to clo$3-62 votes, the House also passatlowed under currentlaw. The chang@emocrat on the House Approp
older sister, Catherine; and her grandmother, Rita Udziela from | @ $206 million gap between expectehills to: would create a one-time, $6 milliortions Committee. “The trailer bi
Littleton, Colo. revenues and spending already ap—Allow the Department of Trans-bulge in revenues in fiscal 2002.  were nothing but nasty, bitter me
proved for the state’s 2002 fiscal yeaportation to issue $277 million morein The Senate approved its own versiarine.”

Weather: Hot, then cool day and 85 on Sunday; lows, 51 on Saturday, 55 on Suriutziler has been repaired at the swimming pool, and the wiageassisting. It is for children currently in grades kir
Looks like we are in for a roller-coaster ride with th'%nd 46 this morning. Thgre was no additional precipitatimrmperature isnow near 90 degrees. Prilorto the rgpairsganten ;hrough 6th grade. No trainir)g wheels are allc

weatherman at the controls this week. The Colby region Rl thg weekend, leaving the m_onth’s total_ at3.01 mchﬁater temperature was around 8Q, con_S|dered quite coglrhly chﬂdren must have their own bike.

expect highs near 90 and lows in the 30s. In detail: Toni e soiltemperature atthe four_—lnch dep_th is averaging®&ny swimmers. The pool remained in operation duringo register, call the Thomas county Health Departr

clear, low 45-50 with northwest winds 5-15 mph, shifti Yrees. The records for April 30: 89 in 1967 and 5tlive boiler’s problems. 462-4596.

to the southwest; Tuesday, sunny, hot, high near 90 and’ (The daily temperatures, precipitation and records . .

southwestwinds 10-20 mph; Tuesday night, partly C|ou%§/e provided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Exten@jeycle rodeo planned Wednesday  Vocal recital Tuesday night

low 40-45; Wednesday, cooler, thunderstorms, high in gnter, Colby.) Thomas County Health Department will host a bike ro-A vocal recital featuring Amie Kendrick, private vc

60s; and Wednesday night and Thursday, thunderstorms, . . . deo from 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, at the Thonmastructor, and Sarah Berens, Colby High School seni

lows in the 30s to around 40 and highs in the 60s. Colbﬁﬁd s boiler repaired County Office Complex. Kendrick’s student, is planned at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday,

weekend temperatures: highs, 85 on Friday, 83 on Satu€olby Community College announced today that theThe Colby Police Department and the Pirate’s Den wilblby United Methodist Church. Everyone is welcon
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