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omas County’s wheat crop just So-Sc

By JAY KELLEY

decent,” from Thomas County extenready to give up on the wheat.” cold weather also hurt the wheat.” dler. Roger Stockton, area agronomigtet spring, but warm, dry weatl
Colby Free Press sion agent Dennis Chandler. “Last year we thought 25 (bushels Brown said his wheat lookedatthe Northwest Kansas Research-Essuld cause the wheat to develog
The winter and early spring brought Crumbaker, who farms in far southper acre) would be good,” he added,“bkay,” but he wasn’t overly optimis-tension Center, also thought the whefast.
some much-needed moisture to Thevest Thomas County, said the crops and some came closer to 40.” tic. was hurting, but wouldn’t discount “a “Thatwill give us lower test weigk
mas County, but local farmers antis location didn’t get as much mois- The moisture came too late to help Allthree agreed the subsoil moisturkot of variables.” and lighter heads,” said Brown.
agronomists aren’t overly optimistidure as farther north and east. some of the wheat. “We planted towas better this year, which will help “It just depends on whose field Stockton said some wheatinthe
about the emerging wheat crop. He said many fields are already béate because of the drought conditiorspring crops, butit came too late to helpu’re looking at,” he said. county area of northwest Kansa
Comments ranged from, “It's reallying adjusted out, with farmers prepatast year,” said Crumbaker. the wheat as much as hoped. According to both Brown and Stockbeing adjusted as low as one bu
bad” from Brewster farmer Ray Cruming spring crops. Chandler said county- Mike Brown, who farms around “Some are planting milo or sunflowton, the wheat is 2-3 weeks behin@®ut, he summed the annual wheat
baker, to “we have afewfields that loolwide, fields were spotty, but “I'm notLevant, agreed, adding, “The earlgrs in place of the wheat,” said Charwhich won’t be a problem with a cooltery up: “It's just not consistent.”

Commissioners told

Recycling center coulc
get another building

B

MAXINE NELSON » Rosalie Seemann reported on t
Colby Free Press Silver Haired Legislature, which will

The Thomas County Recyclingneetin October. She said representa
Center will be expanding if things gdives are meeting for discussions bg+
as Lynette Koon of the Thomas Countfpre then, and said they have met [g
Conservation District hopes. coordinate with Southwest Kansds
Koon told the county commissionfepresentatives. Northwest Kans
ers at their Monday meeting that shgroposes discussion of the followin
will be submitting a grant applicatiorissues: Alternative energy incentives {o
to the Kansas Department of Healtbncourage solar energy, gasohol, etc);
and Environment for more tharuse 30 percent of the tobacco settl
$100,000, and if approved, the gramhent money for services for the el
will cover the cost of a 100- by 50-fooerly. The money will be distribute
building on the back of the present resver 25 years. Although the money w.
cycling center. She hopes to purchasarmarked for children, some of it hgsj|,
a Bobcat loader, a can crusher, a re@ieady been diverted to the gene
cling trailer for the Brewster commu<{und. The money was ‘earned’ by oldgr
nity, and a cage trailer. people; telephone bills made mo
She said Kansas Department ofiser-friendly’; changes in Low In-
Health and Environment wants teome Energy Assistance Program
make Colby a hub for regional recybenefit more people; and change |n
cling, and had encouraged her to apptiesign standards for new housing
for the grant. allow wider doors, recessed lightin
The commissioners also signed @nd other modifications which woul

proclamation for Koon declaring Aprilallow handicap access. . , i ) . - .
29-May 6 as Soil and Water Steward- « Phil Finley reported he had beeh Blake McLemore (left), along with other members of his family were = Thomas, director of Colby Convention and Visitor's Bureau, onthe train

ship Week. attending some meetings in Wichit among the groups entertaining atthe Chamber dinner Friday night. Dur-  whistle. Also pictured with Thomas and Blake is Bob McLemore. Not
In other business: and Topeka, and there is possibly so dng one of their songs, the McLemore family solicited the help of Leilani  pictured are other family members, Susan and Brandon McLemore.

« Emergency Preparedness coordiconomic development potential f
nator John Lygeros brought a drathe area. But he said that nothing
copy of anew emergency preparednessady to be announced yet.
manual. He said Fire Rescue Consult-« Mark Miller, president of the fair
ants did the review, which must be afpoard, brought the rodeo contract wi
proved by the Kansas Division ofColby Community College for the
Emergency Management. As soon @mmissioners’ signature. The ternj
the planis given final approval, he wilare the same as last year — $2,500
replace the present emergency prese of the fairgrounds during th
paredness manual. school year, and a $500 damage d

» Rexford Mayor Bill Dible opened posit.
bids for the new fire truck for his com- «The commissioners appointed Bi
munity. Abid from Conrad Fire Equip-Shields to the fair board.
ment of Olathe for $114,990 was re- * They approved a bid of $425 to in
jected. One from Weiss Fire and Safestall and paint a handrail in the cent
Equipment of Salina for $85,950, witlof the north steps to the courthouse 404 promotion plans, one-stop ser- president of the board from 199¢
an additional $1,750 for lights, sirens, « In answer to an inquiry, they re vice, an umbrella organization and 2000.
etc. was accepted. The truck will bported thatthe Thomas County Healthe chnological advancements. representatives from each of the thremtherings on an alternate monthly Dunn had been on the board f
paid for partially by a CommunityDepartment is the collection site fof e hanquet, held at the Comfokoards — Chamber, economic devebasis to provide opportunities for yogight years. Rich Epp also wa
Development Grant for $45,597; antsting for drug and alcohol for Thor jn Convention Center, attracted seepment and convention and visitoréour members) to showcase your bushanked for his service on the boa
by Rural Fire District No. 4 from taxmas County employees. eral hundred members who werbureau — have already met to look @ess to other chamber members,” liring the past three years.
funds and a grant. Corina Cox of « They reported the final paymentyeated to a fine menu, some outstanidleas and determine the effectivenesaid. “Lastyear,” Focke said, “l empha|
Northwest Kansas Planning and Dérad been made by ixks, an Interet pioy, g entertainment and witnessed tt#f such an organization. Eicher said the survival of the comsjzed the importance for our com
velopment of Hill City was present andider which had borrowed money from - esentation of several awards. “The purpose of this ‘umbrella orgamunity will, in large part, depend on almunity and the Chamber to embra
said the commissioners should foffhomas County Economic Develop-" Eicher discussed each of the foutization’ would be to insure that allnembers to work toward a commognd pursue the technology revolt
mally award the contract on May 14ment to get started. building blocks, as such: three entities are moving in the sanmgoal. tion — the Chamber has had an a|
and she will continue with paperwork. « They called Northwest Kansas |, the [ong-term promotion plansglirection with the same ultimate goal “With all of us working together,” he gressive year in these regards.”

+ Fidelis Millan of Nex-Tech, a Ru-Planning and Developmentin Hill City g explained that the organizatioand avoid duplication of efforts,” hesaid, “we’ll realize the Chamber's mis- Focke added that with this tech
ral Telephone company, broughta prae request more paperwork be done fopeeds to develop year-round efforts &id. sion, which is to enhance the businesaslogy, the organization has bee
posal to provide long distance callinghe McCarty Dairy. | promote businesses and the people irr The area of technology is vital, helimate, improve public image andble to update its accounting syste
for the county ata cost of 10 cents per« They reported the tree board will Thomas County by highlighting dis-said. promote Colby and Thomas County aatroduced new data base systef
mlnute. He brought a. breakdown qblant two trees at the Thomas Coun )ﬁnctive monthly events. “We realize thatto survive as abusa great p|ace to live.” and, with the he|p of John Bre
bills from Global Crossing, the preserdffice Complex. «“We also need to continue the prgess community in this day and age, we The outgoing president, Scotienkamp, created a web page tH
provider, and said Nex-Tech COUIFI ¢ Landflll_Dlrector La(ry.]umper_got cess of investigating the Chambenust strive to be on the forefront oFocke, also spoke about the accorles inquirers to our businesses a
have saved the county $357.89 on itse green light to get bids for a printe ['serving as either an operator or co-ofgchnological advances.” plishments of the Chamber during hiservices.

December bill. rather than repairing a malfunctioninferator in having a one-stop service for Other goals for the Chamber boarddministration and introduced the new “|t has been a great honor to ser

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

y PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

S Jon Eicher, new president of th
Q€ olby/Thomas County Chamber
FCommerce, assured members atte
8hg last weekend’s annual banqu
meeting that the four building block
Iput in place by the outgoing admini
tration will play a major role under hi
leadership. o
*l He identified them as: long-termy; Jjones

the significant changes in the by
laws and retiring board member Rq
Eisenbise’s work in leading one g
the largest voter turnouts ever for tf
Chamber board.

“We had over 130 votes cast fqg
the four new members with eigh
people seeking one of those fo
positions,” he said.

Other retiring board member
were Sharon Dunn, who served

B. Staats

J. Krzycki

P. Peterson

The commissioners said they wengrinter.
favorably impressed, but wanted to ¢ Sheriff Tom Jones and Count
think about it. The commissionerdreasurer Donita Applebury reporte
called S&T Telephone of Brewster andn progress on the new computer sy
asked for a proposal on long distandem which was discussed at a previo

Northwest Kansas that would serve &clude getting more membership inboard members, along with those retias your president over the past yea
anetworking center for various sociatolvement in the decision-making byng. New board members installegocke said.
Hand job services in the area,” he saifieriodic polling and membership opinwere Mary Lou Jones, Jeff Krzycki, Recipients of awards presented
S™ « In looking at the proposed umion surveys. Pete Peterson and Brian Staats.  the banquet will appear in a late
HBrella organization, he explained, two “We also will continue our ‘After5’  Additionally, Focke commendedstory.

rates. meeting.

Weather: Pull out the sweaters day. The eventis being sponsored by the center and Colleginesday beginning at 12:15 p.m. at Pioneer Memoiniethis one-day event can pick up a “participant packet

The National Weather Service has issued a forecasifgmmunity College’s Office on Aging and opento thokérary. Debbie Tittgl Wi_II be revie\_/ving John Grisham’at P_ioneer Memorial Library thrpugh May 2.
the Colby region for the next several days that could 60 and over. Instructor Larry Koon'’s sociology cldasest best seller which is call&dPainted HouseEvery-  Film must be returned to the library no later than S
%be cooking and serving the meal. For questions oree is invited to attend this free program and brown laay, May 5, and the Friends of the Library will be res

t d*“ t ther.” Tonight, cloudy, 30 . ) ; X ) X
ermead sweater weater. [orgnt, coudy pere VP, call 462-2901 (mornings). lunches are welcome. sible for developing all the film. For questions or infor

chance for thunderstorms, low 40-45 and northeast wi . . . .
15-25 mph and gusty. Wednesday, cloudy, 30 perc The Friends of th_e Library W_I|| offer coffee, tea ant]b_n, call 462-4470.
maybe even a cookie or two, said JoAnne Sunderman, li-

t . .
chance for rain, high in the lower 50s and northeast wir%]amlly events continue today . !
10-20 mph. Wednesday night, cloudy, 50 percent chancEhe Greater Northwest Kansas family event will coRrarian. BleC|e rodeo planned WEdneSday
Thomas County Health Department will host a bik

forrain, low 35-40. Thursday, cloudy, rain, high around Sthue today at 7 p.m. at the Colby Community Buildi
Monday’s high in Colby was 81 and the overnight low tHisaturing Jerry Johnston, speaking on the subject of ngran here for luncheon deo from 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, at the Th
The Colby/Thomas County Chamber of CommerceGeunty Office Complex.

morning was 47. There was no precipitation overnight. Tthesave children and grandchildren from ruin.
soil temperature at the four-inch depth is averaging 69 dedis talks will continue at 7 p.m., Wednesday, withsponsoring a special luncheon to hostU.S. Rep. Jerry Mordrhe Colby Police Department and the Pirate’s Der
grees. The records for May 1: 94 in 1928 and 17 in 196®ssage to husbands and wives on why marriages failamits guest speaker. The event is scheduled for noon,®a@ssisting. It is for children currently in grades kir
(The daily temperatures, precipitation and records are pawhy they succeed. In addition, Johnston will be speakimglay, May 5, at the Ramada Inn. Everyone is invitedg@rten through 6th grade. No training wheels are allc
vided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Gerthe student body at Colby High School at 9:15 a.maittend. For information, call 462-3401. and children must have their own bike. To register, ce
ter, Colby.) the auditorium and at Golden Plains High School in Rex- Thomas county Health Department, 462-4596.
o _ ford at 10:30 a.m., Thursday. Everyone is welcome toRh0otO contest planned Wednesday _ )

Appreciation dinner Thursday tend any upcoming event. For questions or information, calbjoneer Memorial Library's Friends of the Library i€ardiac Arrest fund-raiser nears

A volunteer appreciation dinner is planned Thursd&jch EPp, publicity chair, 443-1994 or Jon Jones, 462-37890nsoring a photo contest on Wednesday running froffihe American Heart Association will hold its anr
May 3, at the Senior Progress Center in Colby. The dinper . midnight to midnight (beginning after midnight tonightCardiac Arrest fund-raising event on Wednesday ¢
begins at 5 p.m., and according to Deb Koon, directoﬁlﬂal book review Wednesday “ADay in the Life of Thomas County,” is the theme of th@olby Community Building at 285 E. 5th, from 11 to
the center, those interested should RSVP by noon Thur3+e final book review of the season is scheduled tmmtest and open to everyone.Those wanting to particigata.



Colby Free Press ?7???day, date, 1998ge .



