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Priorities provoke exchange

School board getting ‘hammered,” Miller say

By JAY KELLEY of memory,” she said. Robison also told the“we getting hammered from all sides,” hgrades are staying around 90, accordingf@:ted by this out to vote, it almost has to pa
Colby Free Press board the older computers were becoming Ugkid. DeYoung’s figures, with the smaller classes Nielsen told the board’theywere still 4 mi

District priorities, and how to pay for themfeliable. ) ) Holloway asked Wieland which board meneoming in about 10 years. under the local option limit set by the state
became a bone of contention for members of | have Phil (DeYoung, technology directoper was on the technology committee. “Some ofthose classes aren'tas small as theyid raise the levy by that much withou
the Colby School board Monday night.  for the district) on speed dial,” she said. “You are,” said Wieland. look,” said DeYoung. She showed the firsiote.

Board member Wilburn Holloway wantedto The computers are getting to the point whereHolloway said he had been on the commigrade class in Colby at 60, but Sacred Hearpiller added. “It's notjustthe mill levy. Th
know why an update on the proposed midddograms must be removed to add others agd “a couple of years ago,” but he thought Behool adds another 20. levies and the ’assessments are ganging |
school technology lab wasn’t on the agend&0ome new programs will not fit. The computyas off. Nielsen also told board members a capifgd »

Superintendent Kirk Nielsen told Hollowayers are not Internet_capabk_e, either. Board member Gerry Fulwider said theutlay was necessary to continue funding im'HoIIoway suggested going to an intran
the middle school and high school labs WereAUd'Q visual equipment in th_e elementaryoard had been successful with the technolggypvements. ral program for middle school. “Several |
part of the reason for a discussion of prioritiei¢hool inventory still includes film-strip pro4ab and other projects, largely because of a five De Young added, “A district this size shoulgtons have mentioned it to me.”
to which Holloway retorted, “Didn’t we givel€Ctors and record players, according tRar plan developed by school administratorsave a capital outlay.” Nielsen suggested a public vote on spc
you the go ahead on this?” Robison. . __ “We need to do that again,” he said. Leasing was discussed, with Miller angh which Holloway agreed, saying we nee

Nielsen and Board president Stan MolstadBecky H0|tW|C!<, elementary school princi- Most of the discussion on priorities was oHolloway in sharp disagreement. Holloways get back to basics.
reminded Holloway their had been no vote d#!, ag_reed, saying, “We need a lab.” ~how to pay for improvements. wanted to “give the people a vote” on new con-\\alker said he would add all extracurric
the project, only a decision to look into costs. Curriculum director DiannaWieland said the “we can't do everything,” said Molstadstruction, while Miller said leasing was no difiar activities, including the tech lab.

Carol Robison, elementary school librariag/émentary school was targeted for upgradggiding his priority was the middle school tederent than “salaries and buses that we vote ony support all those programs, but they :
told the board their computers were out-oput wasn't sure when thatwouldbe.  |ap, all the time.” extras,” he said. “We provide them beca
date. The elementary computer lab has 24 comBoard member Bill Miller said, “I feel like  Nijelsen told the board he was in favor of Fulwider said he thought a capital outlay wage think they are important.”
puters, mostly older Mac LC475 modelghe board is caught in the middle of this.” Hgyilding a new building at the high school teital to the future of the district and was con- “Maybe we need to find out what the [
which Robison said are too limited in hardold administrators that elementary, middle afgbve the shop classes closer. cerned that a lease agreement would do Mgghs think is important.”
drive capacity. high school technology teachers need to decjasses are getting smaller, according harm politically than help materially. In the end, the board decided to table

“We need basic, reliable equipment with lodéelop a plan together and bring it to the boandeyoung, but not as fast as some think. Most‘If we can get the teachers and others afmtter.

College puts 3 Resident peppers
{rr]ene]é‘tji'o“g” ' commissioners
with many concerns

By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Free Press
The free tuition program for Thomas By MAXINE NELSON ees to use common sense.

County graduates is ready to go after Colby Free Press He said there is also the possib

the Colby Community College Boarg Lonnie Wilson peppered the Thoef liability. If someone has an accid

of Trustees approved a tuition waiver mas County Commissioners with and claims it is because of vegeta
variety of questions at their Mondagrowing in the ditch, the county nr

meeting, and foremost was his concebre liable, he said.

affidavit of residency form at their
Monday night meeting.

The student must state he or she i$ g 5! regarding the county’s maintainingthe The vote to turn maintenance of
legal resident of Thomas County and Ll roads in North Randall Township. Théownship roads over to the county is
that residence has been established fo '.' township had voted a year or so ago tofive-year period, according to Ki

the last three years.

He or she must also provide thre
documented verifications of residenc
choosing from receipts for payment
Thomas County property tax, moto
vehicle registration form, employmen
verification in Thomas County com
mencing three years prior, copy
voter registration in Thomas County,
copy of Kansas driver’s license, of
other proof approved by the dean ¢f
students.

Students will still have to pay fee
and buy their books.

The free tuition will not apply to

turn the maintenance of the townshigas statute.
roads over to the county. Afterthat, the township can petit
ik Wilson wanted to know why theto take care of its own roads ag
county had “overspent the budget” bWilson told the commissioners th
—— $11,000 last year. would be such a petition, “but | do
The commissioners, caught colé#now if it will pass.”
because Wilson had not been on the Roads Supervisor Chris Biek
agenda, summoned Diana Gatz, tlaeriving at the meeting after Wils
secretary for the county roads depaleft, said he would look into Wilsor
ment, to help explain how the monegoncerns and report back to the c
was used. missioners.
She said some of the money had In other business:
been used to repair equipment owned e Architect Glen Strait brought
by the township, and if the bills ex-estimate for an enclosure with a roc
ceeded the money in the township bulleep water from running into the be
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—
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hours taken on the Internet, such as ” get, the county had paid it. ment through the back door on the
Edu-Kan. Free tuition will be offere Wilson asked why the moneyofthe courthouse. He said it would ¢
this year and the coming year and th¢n PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press | \yhjch the township had as a $55815,000-20,000, for a concrete .
the plan will be reevaluated. Colby Police Officer Mark Blatt and Colby High School sophomore Magnum Shea listened during the | credit with Mingo Co-op was used tglass structure with a roof.

In addition, th? board heard first-ever dialogue night on Monday sponsored by a juvenile justice mini-grant. Janet Worthy, co-facili- buy chemicals which could be pur- He said it would be more cost-
lengthy presentation by Larry Noff{ tator, is in the background. chased cheaper elsewhere. fective to put in a cement protect
singer of Intermountain Benefits o Ken Ptacek, weed supervisor, wasall around the entrance, with a d

Denver. led and he said because he had um-the bottom, or possibly a su
The college health insurance is with G ra.nt a.I IOWS kl dS y CO pS to tal k fran k I§ertood the money was earmarked foump. The commissioners told hin
Intermountain Benefits, and is a self- hemicals, and the credit needed to he ahead and get a cost estimate or
funded plan. . By PATTY DECKER was the question: During your teenagend underage drinking problem in| used up. * Larry Struckmeyer and Lc
The college pays into a fund from Free Press Editor years, did you have an experience witthomas County and were asked, Wilson wanted to know if the town-Dellere brought a video about the -
which claims are paid up to a certain A juvenile justice mini-grant a police officer that was positive ofHow could a teenager and police{ ship could have their grader which iBlains Mental Health Center. They

amount after which coverage is prq- made it possible for six local lawmeaningful? If so, what was it thabfficer most help to achieve this| being stored atthe county yard. He saidsent Thomas County on the boa

vided by a reinsurance carrier. enforcement officials and 13 Colbymade this a positive experience.  goal?” he would start up the motor and keep * The commissioners voted to
Thisyearthe college fund was setUp High School students to meet Mon- Participants, Worthy explained, According to Anne Ogle, the | the grader in running order. more “Trucks Entering Road” signs
to pay expenses up to $15,000, then thejay night and talk about a variety ofvere then asked to share some of thasther co-facilitator, the grant was Wilson also asked what the count€ounty Road 415 west of Colby, wh

reinsurance carrier would pay up to §2 topics with the goal of better underpositive and negative perceptions déinded by Thomas County Inter-| policy was about mowing ditches. Hgoes over I-70.
million, according to information pre-  standing the pressures and/or proteens and police officers and why eactgency Juvenile Justice and was the wanted to know why the county was The county already has signs

sented._ ) lems each face on a daily basis. individual viewed them thatway.  first of its kind. As a follow-up to [ mowing crops in the ditches. one side of 1-70 but will put some
Noffsingersaid the college averagdd  “The dialogue night,” said Janet “Aseach person listened to othersiiie discussion, Worthy said, writ-| ~ The commissioners replied théhe other side, because of the he

$28,000 a month n glalms. Worthy, co-facilitator, “was for both their group,” Worthy said, “others inten responses from the evening's policy isto mow 15 feet of the ditchestrucks present a danger to traffic fr

~ Because of the rising cost of health groups to exchange thoughts arttiat group were asked to considdirst dialogue session willbe made| because thatis the width of the moweside roads.

insurance, the college is looking for feelings on perceptions and experiwhether or not they believed the pegvailable. In addition, both facili- | Commission Chair Ron Evans saidthe «They approved the bid of $20

coverage which will be beneficial tq ences.” ceptions were accurate in their opirtators explained that they hope tq right of way for ditches varies in dif-for 10 concrete parking control sl

employees, and still affordable. Noffi  There were three areas that botbn.” continue this type of discussion in| ferent sections of the county and towrte use at the courthouse from Stepl

singer presented several options whithgroups were asked to write and talk Participants also held a commothe future or even broaden thd ships, and in order to be consistengonstruction.

the board will consider before making about. Included in the discussiogoal ofimproving the substance abuseope to include more people. they have set 15 feet as normal mow- A bid of $30 each from C&K Lur

a decision. ing width, butwant the county employber was rejected.

House members approve final budget bill of session, deny penny-a-gall

TOPEKA (AP) — House membersa.m. Tuesday, drawing out the 13th ddyudget for the fiscal year that starts July The Senate had approved the yeaV8ays and Means Chairman SteviBut negotiators agreed onthoseis
stood firm against a penny-a-galloof work since members returned frort, even without an increase in the mdinal spending bill Friday night. TheMorris, R-Hugoton. “The governor’sMonday evening and both chamt
gasoline tax increase, forcing legislaheir annual spring break and the 98tbr fuels tax. House’s 68-53 vote about 12:30 a.ngoing to be put in a box when he prepproved their compromise, clear
tors to approve a state budget thatalendar day of the session. But most leaders believed doing sbuesday sent the measure to Gov. Biients his budget next year.” the way for adjournment. A 1-cent
leaves problems to fix next year. Legislative leaders had agreed thatould leave the state short of revenu@raves. Leaders had trouble focusing on therease on gasoline and diesel fuel

The Legislature finished its work fora compromise spending plan woulth fiscal 2003, which starts in July “We can get by this year, butit's gobudget Monday afternoon because afready scheduled for July 2003
the year and adjourned just beforedose a $206 million gap in the stat2002. ing to be worse nextyear,” said Senaéa impasse on school finance issud®lp finance a transportation plan,

Weather: Thunderstorms morning was 45. There was an additional 0.01 inchesatdr in the Northwest Kansas Cultural Arts Center. Higilementary School, said one of the organizers.
- ; ; ecipitation during the past 24 hours, giving Colby 2.8ghting the concert, said Dr. Phil Shuman, director, willbe |
anzar:itéyh(;l?nugét%%?ggg ?ﬁgglélggﬁﬁévggvl\?r\],\g |2rghuengd£r hes for the month to date. The soil temperature atttheSunflower Singers, Jazzmen, and concert choir, bdnalr board to meet
are forecast for the Colby region this week. Tonight, cld§Lr-inch depth is averaging 58 degrees. The records for . . The Thomas County Fair Board will meet at 8 |
low 50-55 and southwest winds 10-20 mph. Wednesd4Y 8: 95in 1934and 27in 199She daily temperatures,Reception for principal next week Thursday in the 4-H Building to make plans for the f:

partly sunny, a 20 percent chance for thunderstorms, ipitation and records are provided by the Northwestrpe Colby Parent-Teacher Organization is sponsoring a :

around 85 and southwest winds 10-20 mph and gusty, b&Sas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) reception for Colby Elementary School Principal Bec%OOd drive planned Saturday

coming light late. Wednesday night, mostly cloudy, a %Q@ ) Holtwick, whois leaving the district at the end of this schoolLetter carriers at Colby Post Office will be collecting r
percent chance for thunderstorms and the low around ,Ilege concerttonig ht year. Everyone is invited to attend the event from 7 to 8 pperjshable food items for the Thomas County Genesi

Thursday, cloudy, rain likely and the high around 70.Colby Community College’s Department of Music wilfuesday, May 22, in the cafeteria at the grade schoogrim on Saturday, May 12. Post officials ask that p:
Monday’s high in Colby was 67 and the overnight low tHi®ld its spring concert at 7:30 p.m. today in the Frahm Theable to attend, cards can be sent to Holtwick at Colisgve items by their mailbox or on their porch.
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