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But it was a struggle Water rising on East Fifth

Salary increases approve
by the Colby School Boar

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor
After nearly two hours of debate am‘ ‘
one failed motion after another, the | don't think th | h.”
Colby Board of Education agreed on a on Ink we pay these people enough.

flat five percentincrease for its classi- Gary Walker
fied employees and a three percent Colby School Board member
flexible increase for its four adminis-
trators at its regular meeting Monday
night. ures by Jo DeYoung, business mautassified to just about every othe

Within the same motion, the boardger. combination in between. Each of th
also approved paying employee health The final motion passed by a vote afiotions failed in close calls nearly
insurance benefits on a 10-month ba-1, with board members Cathy Gorevery time, with normally three of thq
sis ratherthan 9-month and paying fivéon and Cindi Kriss absent. Stafive members approving a specifi
days sick leave with a 15-day accumiolstad, board president, and menmotion.
lation rather than 10 days for classifieders Bill Miller, Wilburn Holloway  The original recommendation by
staff. and Gary Walker approved the inNielsen, which held the longest discu$

The total cost in raises for the 9treases and benefits with Gerrgion of about one hour, called for a foy
classified employees across-the~ulwider casting the dissenting votepercent salary increase for both cla|
board, which takes in custodial, trans- Although none of the board memsified and administrative personne
portation, secretarial, food service angers disagreed with the benefit portioallowing the superintendent discrg
paraprofessional occupations wouldf the package for its classified emtion, along with the two other afore
amountto $60,613 more effective Julgloyees, there was strong disagrementioned benefits. It failed with only
1,2001. Increases in salary for the aghent on pay increases. two board members, Miller ang
ministrative staff to include all three Walker said he was concerned aboBulwider approving and Molstad
building principals and the activitiegshe growing gap between administradolloway and Walker against.
director/assistant principal would béive salaries as opposed to the salarieOther board members talked abo
$6,706 with distribution of the raisegaid for classified workers. budget concerns next year, teach
at Colby Superintendent Kirk It was noted that from 1974 untihegotiations and the question of fle
Nielsen’s discretion. now the average custodians pay hility by the superintendent.

Costs associated with the benefihcreased 138 percent, but the After seven motions failed, Miller
portion of the increase for classifieduperintendent’s pay during that sansiggested to table the discussion eitH
employees was estimated at $7,500 period increased 218 percent. until the next board meeting, or unt
health insurance and a potential liabil- “| don't think we pay these peoplehe July changeover, or even untilmo
ity impact of $12,000, should all thosenough,” Walker said, “and the gapoard members were present. Thoge
eligible for the additional sick leavekeeps getting wider.” ideas were also squelched. JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press
choose to take it. Walker proposed a six percent in- Prior to the board reaching a majof- Summeris coming and the city of Colby is getting ready. Recreation director C.W. Cheney looked on as

Consequently, the total impact folerease or about $72,000 for classifigty vote, however, there would be 1P city maintenance crews filled the municipal pool, 200 E. Fifth. Opening day is Saturday and hours will be
lowing the board’s action for salartaff, but added that's probably still nabther motions and of those two were 1-6 p.m. Saturday, 1-5 p.m. Sunday with a family night from 5-8 p.m. Monday through Wednesday will be
increases and benefits was estimatedsatough. Other motions ranged fromither rescinded or withdrawn beforp 1-6 p.m. and Thursday will be 1-8 p.m.
$86,819, according to estimated figthree percent for administrative and favorable agreement was reached.

Budget shortfall explained by Brewster superintenden

By JAY KELLEY said Garner. The total in unplanned expenses#ligher health insurance costs also hurt tabout $6,400 more than planned. Garner also said the money for the five
Colby Free Press was $54,702.61. district budget. In response, the school board decided to ledse-purchase came from the capital o

BREWSTER — The Brewster School Dis- According to Garner, an unbudgeted salaryFuel costs were up $6,000, but Garner sasthool out four days early, saving about $3,000nd instead of the general fund.

trict has a cash flow problem, but they will géncrease of five percent for teachers in Maréie were lucky.” The old rate expired in NoGarner said the decision did not affect requiredThe gym floor also came from capital «

throughit by being frugal for the rest of the yeazpst $22,500. Classified personnel were algember and the district was forced to accephaurs of education. lay money, and “was a wise, prudent deci

according to Superintendent James Garneigiven athree percentraise, although only $708w, higher rate. “We would have had 1,180 hours by Mathat provided facility use for many year:
Garner said, in a letter to board patrons, thaas budgeted. “The new energy efficient boiler helped,24,” he said. Garner defended the recent paome.”

unplanned costincreases had made a spendirfgn increase in paraprofessional salaries aGeérner said. chase of a $25,000 metal building and a new'Capital outlay money can only be spen

freeze necessary until the end of June. having about twice the number of paras as usuahlso on the list of unplanned expenses weggm floor with the tight money situation.  equipment, construction, repairs or remc
Garner said teachers’ salaries, health insatso contributed. The district spenmore than $6,000 for the Dodge City Tourna-“The building was needed to protect our inng,” he said. The capital outlay fund genel

ance, a trip to state for the basketball team &8itB,778.932 more on special education paragnt of Champions and the state basketbadlstment in our school vehicles,” he said, citbout $40,000 a year, but Garner said it

rising fuel costs all contributed to the shortfaland $5,611.34 more on special education stibdrnament, Garner said. ing increased insurance and repair costs fréma used for salaries or the other items cre
“These expenses came at the end of the yeatitutes than last year. Negotiations and legal fees cost the districhil and weather damage. the budget dilemma.

Senate pushes toward Visit to Hoisington prompts updates

passage of $1.35 trillion cut

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate clear Democrats were in no mood {o O n CO u nty’S e m e rg e n Cy p re pared n eSS p I E

Republicans say adelay in final pagooperate.

sage forced by Democrats won't “There is a lot of frustration ouy By MAXINE NELSON is more accessible, and contacting thes The commissioners learned that Evans wanted to know if an inqu
thwart their drive to get an 11-yeatthere,” said Sen. John Breaux, - Colby Free Press  Humane Society to arrange for a Celcelley Detention Services will nothad been made if the decedent ha
$135 trillion tax cut package td_a., a SUpporter of the hill. Thomas County Commissioner Roﬂ'al location for rescued petS. continueto operate thejuven”e detelsurance or relatives who would pay

President Bush by the end of the Yet amendments to derail or sulp- Evanstold the other commissioners atsyggestions he has received inclu
week. stantially change the legislation,
“The people thatdo notwantatawhich is supported by a pivot

. X ; >C @®n center at WaKeeney. the autopsy and cost of burial.
their Monday meeting aboutthe triphg |arger gas tank, or auxiliary tanks, on « They voted to pay a natural gas bill The matter is being referred to

. ¢ : ) made to see tornado damage at Hake Mobile Command Center. of $1,924.55 from Midwest Energycounty attorney to see ifthe citizer
bill are trying to use every delayinggroup of Democratic moderateg, Sington. ) o Evans said he had just learned thac. for the recycling center. TheThomas County are liable for the
tacticthey can,” said Senate Finanaeere unsuccessful. He had .m_etW|th Hoisington’s emergounty commissioners are responsibigyunty had agreed to pay the monthly » Jones said a tax sale is be
Committee Chairman Charles Thebillfeaturesthe core of Bushf gency officials and said he wanted tyr all emergency situations in theyas bill at the center, but had not bearianned for 9 a.m. on June 25, and
Grassley, R-lowa. “It's not going tooriginal tax cut plan, including| see the Thomas County Emergen@bunty, even if they are in the city. pjlled. The amount covers a 13-montBmith iswilling to be the auctioneer
happen. We're going to perseveredcross-the-board income tax cuts, Preparedness plan updated toincorpo-«| am excited about disaster readperiod. the same fee they paid him last tin

The Senate planned to resumeut has elements designed to gef arate what had been learned at Hojress,” he said. « Evans questioned a bill for $1,275 The commissioners will meet a
votes on amendments Tuesday, withajority in a Senate divided be} sington. ) ) ~ We can do a better job of being pr&rom the district coroner for an autopsp.m. next Monday, a change of mi
final passage possible during theveen 50 Democrats and 50 Repup- Evansis making plans for a meetingared.” on Harvey Lee Hall, who shot himselfng time which will continue for
day. licans. “We have to reach a comprg- of emergency personnel in Thomas |n other business: when a highway patrol officer stoppeéstimated eight weeks because G

Talks then would begin with themise thatis sustainable by 51 votegq,” County to hear a speaker from Hoi- « The commissioners voted to accepim on 1-70. missioner Glen Kersenbrock is tak
House on the ultimate bill. Republisaid Sen. Max Baucus of Montang, sington, and update the county’s plaghe bid of 9 cents per minute from S&T  Hall was wanted on a warrant immedical treatments in the morning
can leaders had insisted on gettirakey co-sponsor and ranking Demp- _ Among suggestions are moving thgelephone for long distance calling fogiorth Carolina. Sheriff Tom Jones said The commissioners meet the f
the Senate bill finished Mondaycrat on the Finance Committee. || Emergency Operations Center froffhe county. the autopsy was done in order to prehree Mondays, and the last busil
night, but after five hours of roll-callthink we have agood bill. It has alqt the basementofthe City Buildingtothe Nex-Tech had made the same offeict the county from possible liabilityday of the month in the commissi

votes on 16 amendments it becanué give and take.” Thomas County Office CompleXand Southwestern Bell had declined acause the shooting occurred in Thers room of the courthouse. All me
which is larger, has more parking, angliq.

mas County. ings are open to the public.
I B Il efly -— 0000000000000
Weather: Highs inthe 70s Council to discuss viaduct project 210 N. Grant, Colby, Kan., 67701. p.m. Saturday, May 26, and will be closed Sunday

The weather for the next few days can be summed up ifihe Colby City Council will meet at 7:30 p.m., today, i . Monday, May 27-28, for the Memorial Day weekend
one wordnice Tonight, partly cloudy, low around 40 an@douncil chambers of City Hall. ltems on the agenda incILMUSIC BOOSthS to mee_t For information, call Larry Jumper, landfill supervi
northwestwinds 5-15 mph. Wednesday, partly sunny, highroposal for contract gas; approval of agreement betwedit® Colby Music Boosters will meet Wednesday, M&y462-8139.

70-75 and northwest winds increasing to 20-30 mph ah city and Rural Fire District #3 for fire services; an a¢> & 7:30 p-m. inthe commons area of Colby High School.
gusty. Wednesday night, clear, lowin the lower 40s. Thuisrization for contracting with the county on commurftnyone interested in supporting the band and vocal PCollege board meeting today

day, dry, sunny, high in the lower 70s. Colby’s high Mopations services; a discussion on the viaduct project 8FJMS is welcome to attend, organizers said. The Colby Community College Board of Trustees
day was 61 and the overnight low this morning was ®ssible executive session regarding litigation. For infgy- . i
climbing to 51 by 8 a.m. mation, call 462-4410. Band perfo_rms tonight _ me;ﬁatsfrgiirghtgi%ihngthe board room ofthe Thoma
The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is averaging 63 ) The Colby Middle School band concert is planned fégl’he agendaincludes a program review, consider bu
degrees. There was no precipitation within the past8€hool packet deadline nears today, at 7:30 p.m. in the Colby High School auditoriufg. 4 o Finsurance, review the comments received
hours, leaving the month's total at 2.38 inches. The recordsolby Parent-Teacher Organization is taking orders foferyone is welcome to attend. student-trustee dinner, pay bills, and resignations.
for May 22: 981in 1939 and 29 in 19§The daily tempera- school supply packets until Tuesday, May 24, accordingto . They will also consider a swim club request to us
tures, precipitation and records are provided by the Northgm Sager, spokesperson. %_andﬂ” SChedUIe nOted pool, discuss negotiations, and any other item any

west Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) Orders and donations may be sentto Colby Grade Schodthe Thomas County Landfill will be open from 9 a.m.{2r may want to discuss. The meeting is opento the |
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