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Colby man will once . . Judge rules youth
again be B-17 bound tastridewasin 1944 |+ he tried as adul

10 pages

By JAY KELLEY The cost of the 30-minuteride, a 50t e By PATTY DECKER or no attempt to turn the vehicle \
Colby Free Press anniversary present from his wife, is " ; Y Free Press Editor made based onthe trooper’s report

After 57 years, some memorie$375. Al T \ A Colby youth is being prosecutedvrote.
never die. “They paid metoride inthemthen,} . o as an adult for his partin atwo-vehicle In addition, people were both Kill

Jay Donelan,
Colby, took his
last ride in a B-
17 “Flying For-
tress” bomber
over Germany
in 1944. His
next will be in
Broomfield,

Donelan said. “Butthey didn't pay me
that much!”
Donelan joined the Army Air Corpg
in 1943 atthe age of 18. He served apa
waist and tail-gunneronthe pladde [
Miss Destryfor most of his missions
with the Eighth Army Air Force, 305thjs

collision that claimed the lives of twoand injured for life as the result of th
other people in January of 2000, a@alleged offenses —this alleged offe
cording to aruling handed down in theonstitutes a crime against people
Thomas County District Courton Fri- Although evidence was presen
day, June 15. through testimony by physicians t
District Magistrate Judge Richardrhompson has severe permanent
Ress, after hearing arguments ata hedes to his brain and difficulty wi
Bomb Group in Chelveston, Englang ing in late May, said that Michael Ththinking, memory and learning, 1
Donelan said he didn’t know whereg A1 s 3 i ompson, who at the time of the allegezburt still ruled that the interests of
Colo. on June the name came from, the plane alreaf L~ /LR : ol 3 Lp offenses was 17, would be tried as aommunity would be served by pr
29. had it when he arrived. ' adult. ecuting Thompson as an adult.
After finish- Jay Donelan “That old B-17 sure could take a lo J 2] “The alleged offenses are serious,” “The purpose of the criminal law
ing the required of punishment,” he said. Donelan sajds.« { ; 1 il ¥ ¥ RN, Ress wrote in his findings last weeko set extreme outside limits or bou
35 missions, Donelan was ordereghe time, after D-Day, they hadtoland - i’ - | Sl F “Two people lost their lives and threaries for acceptable human behavi
back to the states to train on B-29§) Brussells. ' - ' b persons, including the respondent (Tlour society,” Ress wrote. “If tho
a larger plane, for the invasion of “Flak took out the (hnumber) threg ompson), were seriously injured aslaoundaries are crossed, acrimeis
Japan. and four engines,” he said. Later, the result of the acts giving rise to thisnitted and consequences or accc

“Thenthey dropped the bomb, thetrain caused another engine to ovet-= = case.” ability must attach to the person v
war ended, and they sent us homehéat. Jay Donelan (front, left) was a member of the crew of Ole Miss Destry Ress also wrote in his decision thabmmitted the act for the well-beint
he said. Donelan came home to “We were throwing everything over-n 1943. Donelan will ride in a B-17 “Flying Fortress” again for the first the court must also consider whethéine community.

Colby in 1945 and settled downboard to lighten the plane,” Donelafime in 57 years in Bloomfield, Colo. on June 29. the protection of the community re- Ress’ decision stems from the a
opening Donelan Jewelers and masaid. quires that Thompson be prosecuteddsnt that occurred on Jan. 29, 2
rying the former Marilyn Hunt in  Donelan’s brother Bill also flew B-hydraulics went out.” Donelan said. The crew almost gt @n adult. when Thompson's vehicle failed
1951. 17s,asapilotstartingin 1942. Donelan\when he arrived in England, theo fly with Gen. Curtis LeMay, com- Thompson, a juvenile, was drivingstop at a crossroad as he was he

Donelan has never forgotten hisaid his brother used to tell him the¥rew had a man smaller than him, “smander of the group. a motor vehicle while violating the alnorthbound on Thomas County R
time in the flying fortresses or theboth had fighter escorts. “We had thge got the job instead of me!” “We called him ‘Iron Pants,” said| cohol laws of the State of Kansas, a@-.
men who flew with him. Germans and you had the P-51 Mus-The B-17 Donelan flew in finishedDonelan. “If a target was overcas, cording to the journal entry filed last The other vehicle, driven by Ang

“Our tail-gunner was killed in ac-tangs!” Donelan recounted. 138 missions, the second most of ame would circle until itwas visible.”| Week. Duden of Colby, which was westbol
tion and the pilot, co-pilotand navi- Donelan also recalls that he wag-17. Donelan’s wife said she didn’ “It is not in the best interest of theon Highway 24, collided right front

gator have since died. Donelamearly the ball-turretgunner, one ofthe “After 12 missions, we became &ave any desire to fly in the plang, community to allow juveniles or adultdeft front at the intersection.
along with the ball-turret gunnermost dangerous assignments on thgd crew,” he said. They got some timsut she thought it would be a goad t0 drive cars when they are violating Duden and Justin Shaw, both
bombardier and engineer are thglane. There is only room for a smabff in England, and were told “havédea for him. the alcohol laws of our state,” he wrotalied from injuries as a result of the
only ones left of his crew. person, with no parachute. fun, your chances of surviving are less “I had a slight stroke on May 3 angl Other reasons Ress cited for his deident. Shaw was a passenge
Donelan’s wife heard the plane “Your head was between the tWehan 15 percent.” our anniversary was May 6,” he saigl. ¢isionincluded the fact that Thompsofihompson’s 1976 Cadillac. Other g
would be in Broomfield and allow-.50s (machine guns,)” he said. “The |ead crews flew with the commandi’'m all overit now, butwe didn'tget| Was alleged to have run the stop sigengers in Duden’s 1995 Ford Pr
ing rides, so she signed himup. engineer had to crank you up if thgtaff. “We flew with the colonel,” to do anything.” in a “willful manner.” included William Pederson and Br
“No skid marks were left on the roadReynolds.

Poll says Americans see economic divide in haves and have-r

WASHINGTON (AP) — The eco- country’s direction has fallen in thevas interested in helping those whenergy costs,” said Kohut. last Wednesday through Sunday aridr them to afford housing, applian
nomic boom of the 1990s improved thpast six months, with 43 percent nowon’t. Four in 10 said he was treating The number of people who say thelyad an error margin of plus or minuand vacations.
financial outlook for upper middlesaying they’re satisfied and 52 perceboth groups about the same. have more debt than they can afford &5 percentage points. Some other findings from the pc
class and wealthy Americans, butithashying they're dissatisfied. Thatdrop- The president has pitched his reswe has grown from a fifth of Ameri- Those at the lower end of the —Women were more concerr
little impact on the outlook or financialoff from a 55-41 positive splitin Janucently passed tax cut as a way to hetpns in 1992 to almost three in 10 iaconomy saw few signs of economiabout rising prices than men.
condition of those who make lesarywas led by a decline amongwomeall Americans, but six in 10 said the2001. More than a third of those whorogress. —Four in 10 Americans now s
money, a poll says. and minorities. hadn’t thought about getting their inhave family incomes of less than “The survey gives a lot of evidencéhere are plenty of jobs available,
“The boom has passed these peopleThe number of people who think theome tax refunds. Just over a third sa®&b0,000 said they have credit card artldat poor people remain about as potsrom one in 10 who felt that way ei
by,” said pollster Andrew Kohut, direccountry is divided between those whthey were looking forward to it. loan debts that are more than they cas they were inthe early 1990s,” Kohytears ago. Those from wealthy hot
tor of the Pew Research Center for theave enough and those who don't hasLess than half, 44 percent, now sagfford. said. holds were twice as likely to feel t
People & the Press. grown steadily and now is at 44 percetitey are in good or excellent financial Afourth of peopleinthe survey said The numbers who said they didntvay as those with low incomes.
Americans increasingly see an ece- up from 26 percentin 1988. shape personally, a drop of 8 percemot having enough money to makbave enough money for food, clothes —Blacks, Hispanics and other |
nomic divide between the haves and Just over four in 10 in the new polage points from a year ago. ends meetwas the biggest problem fagad health care were all up slightlyorities were more likely than whi
have-nots, according to the poll, rehought President Bush was mostly “The economic gains the middléng them and their families. Highfrom other polls taken over the past twiw struggle with economic issues, €
leased Thursday. concerned with helping those whalass have made seem to be very mugtices were right behind that. decades. However, middle-income&hen compared with whites in 1
Overall satisfaction with thehave enough, while one in 20 said Hbreatened by the credit crunch and by The poll of 1,200 people was takeand wealthy people said itis now easisame economic ranges.

Carroll O'Connor, TV’s indelible Archie Bunker, dies of heart attack

CULVER CITY, Calif. (AP) —  Center, publicist Frank Tobin said. His Personal tragedy darkene@ublic’sconsciousnessasArchie Bun- “He was stubborn, just like Archieother actors for the role but tt
Carroll O’Connpr, Whosggruffcharm wife of nearly 50 years, Nancy, was d@'Connor’s later years. His onlychildker- th? outsppken, que—poIIar bigogut stubborn for the right things, tdD’Connor brought just the right co
as the cranky b]QOIA"Ch'e Bunker onpjs side. Hugh, a co-star with his father on thwho railed againsta changing world h|§ush for quality in the shows and tbination of “bombast and sweetne
“All in the Family” pioneered anew  Despite declining health, O’ConnoffV series “In The Heat of The Night,"no longer understood. make sure that certain ideas were eto Archie.
era of TV comedies that brought rac&emained active until the end of his lifeshot himself in a drug-related suicide Actor-director Rob Reiner, whoppsed in a meaningful way,” Reiner “Carroll O’Connor as Archie Bu
relationsinto America’s livingrooms, He had a toe amputated last year bie-1995. played Archie’s outspoken and steadgid Thursday night. “He was mucker was a genius at work, God’s gi
has died of a heart attack. He was 7&ause of circulatory troubles related to A talented actor who appeared of@stly liberal son-in-law, said thatmore soft-spoken, amuch gentler pethe world,” Lear told KABC-TV. “H:

O’Connor collapsed at his homediabetes and underwent coronary bgtage and in many movies, O'Connor@ Connor was an _mtgllectual whason. “All in the Family” producer is etched permanently in our mer
and was rushed to Brotman Medlcabass surgery in 1989. image was forever branded in thehared only one trait with Bunker.  Norman Lear has said he considereis.”

Legislative committee to investigate gas pri¢e&e'stoyou. ..

By JOHN HANNA tee includes finding “what partiedy how much gas prices spiked.  have suggested otherwise for montHs, vkar_e_n Hodsor— new administrator at Fairview Estates. _
Associated Press Writer gained the windfall of dramatically House Minority Leader Jim Garnerthough they haven't pinpointed blamg.  VPrairie Heritage Dayorganizers — good luck with Saturday’s actiy
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Sitill suspi- higher prices.” D-Coffeyville, noted some Kansans Senate Majority Leader Lana Oleepti€s. _ _
cious that someone may have made“We frankly don’t know who got the still are paying off their winter heatingsaid legislators simply need more ir|- vBecky Donelan— recently named executive director of the Thon
large profits from high natural gasnega-millions from the Kansas ecdbills. “Somewhere, there is a windfalformation about, for example, the nat- County Community Foundation. _
prices last winter, legislative leadersomy,” said Senate President Davef money being made by someone eal gas supply. She said some Kansgns vAmy Wilson— Miss Beef Empire Days Rodeo Princess.
plan to have a committee investigat&err, R-Hutchinson. In December andomething,” Garner said. were frustrated about high prices arjd  vGreat Raceparticipants — welcome to Colby and Thomas County
Leaders decided Thursday to aglanuary, natural gas prices were double“It'd be nice to know where all thosea seemingly tight supply becau vKen Mitchell— on your mural project at Colby Community Colleg
point an 11-member Special Commitand sometimes triple what they wereonsumer dollars are going.” southwest Kansas is home to the gignt VScott Cameron and the Western Dreamon your first CD.
tee on Utilities to study energy issuethe previous year. Legislators had beenlindustry officials have insisted thaHugoton gas field. Also, Oleen said, vJay Donelan— enjoy the ride! _ -
in seven days of meetings this summerarned a problem was coming becausearket forces — supply and demaridgislative investigation may tell law{ Call the Free Press at 462-3963 to submit the name of an individu
and fall. One of its topics will be natutemperatures were expected to be drove gas prices and that excessiwgakers whether there’s any action thegroup for inclusion in this weekly salute. Birthday and anniversary gr
ral gas prices. colder and gas supplies were said to peofits weren't being captured. Howstate can take to prevent prices fromings appear in the My Turn column on page 2 today.
The leaders’ charge to the commitight. But many were caught off guargver, legislators and Gov. Bill Gravespiking as much this winter.

Weather: Warm Class establishes memorial cars will be arriving through the lunch hour. Colby isalunB'siég for a Day scheduled

rm fqel stop this year for the annual precision race acro g Brothers and Big Sisters of Thomas County

Clear skies and warm temperatures can be expected Bmnations are being sought for the purchase of a tre
prevail in the Colby region on into next week, advises timemory of JR Mattson. The memorial from his classm N . sppnsoiBig for a Day Saturday, June 30, at the Pr:
ther highlights include a watermelon feed sponsor,é)gfseum of Art and History. Registration will be fron

National Weather Service. of the Class of 1998 will be located at Colby High Schogl. : :

Today'’s high is expected to top out around .90. Fro Toudi Hansen will serve as the contact person. Donati M{Qrmers and Merchants Bank at F'.k,e Park,. musical ery, p.m.; witha museum tour and activities from 3:30.
night, clear skies, low 55-60 and south winds 10-20 mphn be sent to or dropped off at 935 Brookside, Col ainment from the Power Praise Kid's Choir, Shann . Activities will include bobbing for apples, sackr
-legged race, cow crafts, cow milking and feedin

Saturday, all sun, high 90 and south winds 10-20 mph. $ttnsen can be reached at 462-2710 for more informat X‘?FS' Jeff Wagoner Family, Marj & Gordon, McLemor
amily and Off Limits.

urday night, low 60-65, and Sunday and Monday, highin . animals. There will be a picnic meal at 5:30 with chec
the 90s and the low in the 60s. Thursday’s high in Cob[:erltage /Great Race here Saturday ) o from 6-6:30 p.m.
was 87 and the overnight low this morning was a one-blanFhis year’s theme for Prairie Heritage Day is ‘Sod susiRadio Club training Saturday Thisis an opportunity to ‘testdrive’ the Big/Little friel

ket 49 degrees. The soil temperature at the 4-inch deptb iSrop Duster’ and activities will start Saturday with aMembers of the Trojan Amateur Radio Club will be corghip according to organizers. There are 17 boys an
averaging 74 degrees. Precipitation remains at 0.41 indfissuit and gravy breakfast, sponsored by the retired sepiging fun with training on Saturday beginning at 1 p.@irls waiting — 21 kids who need volunteers for the
for the month, a very dry month. The records for June 2alunteers, at the Colby Community Building at 7 a.nand ending Sunday at 1 p.m.. This is the second consB&MP by June 26 to 465-9125.
106in 1988 and 43 in 1985. followed by coffee and cinnamon rolls at the Senigve year the local club will assemble at the Colby airpart .

(The daily temperatures, precipitation and records aRrogress Center. At 11:15a.m., the Great Race Stage Sbawinal to set up and operate radios under field disaé‘y"roup needs officers
provided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extensiglbegin at Fourth and Franklin and will open with a pegonditions, organizers said. Everyone is invited to come outolby Secondary Parent Teacher Student Assoc
Center, Colby.) formance from the Navy (Ceremonial) Band. Great Raggd see the activities any time during the 24-hour peristlll need officers for the year 2001-2002. Call 462-7



Colby Free Press ?7???day, date, 1998ge .



