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Teacheis lose local voice

Union office closes its doors In Colb

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor
For almost 28 years, the Northwest Kan
UNISERYV office in Colby has been providing

ers will still receive services through the nefiouglas, Miamiand Franklin. While in Colby, “I think one of the major accomplishme
closest office in Hays with Bob White as thelrindskog’s service area went from Ness Cityere has been helping boards, teachers a
director. to St. Francis and Almena to Tribune. association work together,” he said.

“I think the service delivery will be more The purpose of the association, he said, is té\s the legislature continues to look at in

difficult due to distances now that the office hawovide various services to teachers, along wiitie programs for teachers, Lindskog had
closed,” he said, “and that's sad, but the assssisting them in contract bargaining, trainingautious remarks.
ciation needed to place emphasis on equalizstructional improvement, labor representa-“There are many systems being looked a
ing representation so the closure became nten, dismissals and grievances. could be beneficial for enhancing teacher
essary.” Although Lindskog said there have bedput unless financing is greatly improved
On a personal note, Lindskog said he hasme “unpleasantries” while he was thentil the public is willing to pay for tho
made alot of friends during his tenure in ColbNISERV director in this area, he believes thiecentives...this will be hard to sell to boa
T “l took over as director on Dec. 1, 1985 artéachers and board here have made many st&psmunities, teachers and also the leg

services to area teachers, but this week thejfa-
cility closed. ;
According to Bruce Lindskog, director, the

ciation held an assembly in April to vote o
whether or not to close the Colby office.

in the eastern part of the state is increasing and there’s a lot of good teachers and communityrward. ture,” he said. _
there’s lower membership on the west side|of people that | will miss here,” he said. “There has been the recognition that teach-"Our teachers are being asked to bec
the state,” he said. AL e Lindskog will continue in the same positioers and school boards must work together torbere specialized than a master’s degret

that he held here, only it will be in an officsuccessful,” he said. “The state associatiortligit takes money. We can’t continue to do
already established in Ottawa. onthe verge of moving into heavy emphasis #re have always done and expect thing
g “The state’s association will have 13 officeisnproving instruction in the classroom andhange dramatically.”

~ now rather than 14 and in Ottawa, | will be iimstructional advocacy.” Linda Oard, Lindskog's administrative
charge of the Sunflower Unit, which is being One of the biggest disappointments thaistant is also leaving Colby. Oard plans t
divided from the Freestate Unit to better ditindskog sees in leaving the area is that hept the same position she held here in D
tribute the workload,” he said. won't be here to take part in the forthcomingity after the assistant there retires late!

The counties Lindskog will serve includehanges. summer.

Pentagon says n
danger of closing
Wichita air base

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Bush had not consulted Congress.
administration intends to propose base“We respectfully disagree and p
closings, but the Pentagon says thtt oppose the decision,” the lawm
does not mean Wichita’s McConnelérs said. Idaho’s Mountain Home
Air Force Base is in danger of closingrorce Base is also losing B-1Bs.
or even losing jobs. A change in mission that would

The military plans to eliminatetain at least some jobs was the pre
McConnell's B-1B long-range bomb+tion Tuesday of Maj. Gen. Gr
ers. Gardner, adjutantgeneral for the K

But Pentagon Chief Financial Ofsas Air National Guard.
ficer Dov Zakheim said Wednesday That was the case in 1992, w!
the Air Force is working on a plan tavicConnell gave up its F-16 fight:
adjust McConnell's mission so that thand took over the B-1B bomber fle
people affected do not lose their jobs. The Kansas unit has about 1,

Defense Secretary Donald Hsupport personnel, more than hd
Rumsfeld wants to retire 33 of thevhich are full-time, accordingto C
planes, 18 of them flown by Air Na-Ed Flora, commander of the 18
tional Guard units in Georgia and aBomb Wing.

McConnell. Most full-time employees live

The fleet is to be consolidated atvichita and Derby, but the other Gu
Ellsworth Air Force Base in Southmembers come from across Kans
Dakota and Dyess Air Force Base in At present, there are 40 B-1:
Texas. Dyess; 26 at Ellsworth; seven at Mo

Coming one day after news ofthe Bain Home; and nine each at N
1B cuts, the Pentagon’s reassurancg€snnell and Robins.

did not deter lawmakers who intend to Two are at Edwards Air Force B:
fight the reductions. in California, where they are used

“Secretary Rumsfeld himself indi-testing purposes, an Air Force spo
cated that future military strategy wiliman said.
require more long range precision The military budget proposal Pre
strikes,” said Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kadent Bush unveiled Wednesday ¢
“Andthe B-1B is the perfect aircraft fotains $329 billion for the coming f
| that kind of mission.” cal year, $18.4 billion above what Bl

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press Roberts and his fellow Kansas Reasked for in February and $33 bill
light, but officials expect harvest to be in full swing by Saturday — if publicans sent a letter with Georgia andore than the current fiscal year.
Idaho lawmakers to Rumsfeld urging Other information can be found
him to reconsider and pointing out hittp://www.af.mil/news/factsheets

For many Kansans, wheat crop is a mix of bounty and destructio

LINCOLN (AP)—Richard Plinsky bushels per acre. spring rain helped many farmers come “What was left turned out exceptionand quality, too,” Walker said. of white wheat grown inthe area we
steered his combine through a thin As he unloaded the kernelsto awaitp with some decent quality wheadlly good,” Plinsky said. Testweights at the Lincoln elevatotaken to McPherson, the associat
patch of wheat and pointed to the exng truck at the edge of his fieldwith what acres they kept. Itis a more dismal harvestin centrdiave ranged from 20 to 60 pounds pseaid.
posed ground and weeds unfoldinglinsky pointed to the next field on his Lincoln County, in north-centraland northern Lincoln County, whictbushel, he said. In east-central Kansas, Mathe
beneath the machine’s rotating bladesouthern Lincoln County spreadKansas, suffered through some of lastissed both rains. “Farmers tore up aElsewhere, harvest is wrapping upajnar at the Ottawa Co-Op Associ

“You can cut wheat and see groun@reen sprouts of milo were pokingear’s drought. But even here, at leaktt of ground because of winter kill,"quickly as wheatripensin the northerrtion said the harvest was 75 perc
— things are not good,” he saidhrough the remains of the 100 acres sbme of the wheat has made a respedtalker said. most parts of Kansas. complete, with wheat in Frankli
Wednesday. wheat he had abandoned in the spriafple comeback. More than half the wheat fields in Kevin Wiens atthe Mid-Kansas CoCounty averaging 50 bushels

About 100 yards later, the wheat wasecause it was so bad. At the Walker Products Co. Elevanorthern Lincoln County were so badp in Moundridge said just a few stragacre. Test weights had been runn
so thick that he slowed the combine. He For Plinsky and other Kansas farntor in Lincoln, manager Craig Walkethat farmers had to replant them in glers were still coming in. Farmerss high as 62 pounds per bushel,
figured it was a stand that would yiel@rs, the 2001 wheat harvest bringsexpects the area’s harvest to be dowpring crop. have broughtin 1.22 million bushels idropped to 58 or 59 pounds after
40 to 50 bushels per acre. mixture of bounty and loss. 25 percent from normal. Those who kept their wheat onlthe Moundridge area, averaging 6@rea got 2 inches of rain last week

That poor grain he had gone through About 1 million acres of wheatwere Farmers began cutting in the soutlstarted cutting it Monday, and the cropounds per bushel with yields of 40 to Harvest is almost two-thirds fir
earlier was likely good for 10 to 20abandoned in Kansas this spring betn partof Lincoln County 11 days aga,oming in from there and from centradt5 bushels per acre, according to thighed around Sublette, where Mi
bushels per acre. cause of poor planting conditions anand the wheat coming from that ardaincoln County is in much poorer conKansas Wheat Growers Associationidenson at Haskell Grain is reportil

And the really thick stand justa cold winter. But Kansas Agriculturahas been excellent because those fielditon. harvest. test weights ranging from 54 to ¢
ahead, he said, was probably 70 to &latistics has estimated that timelgot rain in May and June. “Yields have been all over the place, Between 15,000 and 20,000 bushet®unds per bushel.

\Weather: More of the same Landfill, offices to close Dick, of Kaw Valley Insurance, will discuss a health insust the facility, this service is available to all residents c
Inanutshell, the National Weather Service says the Colbyhe Thomas County landfill will be closed on July 4tg§ace b:jd a_téZ:BOli(Mll;e. B:’ayghn V‘.”" d'?cﬁss a Iawrrl]sprf;ga:.mty. Acgerf)tar\]ble |tem|s, she sa|da mclude_ old_pz
area can expectwinds in the range of 5-15 mph throughatbeording to Larry Jumper, supervisor. All county offic rand sidewalk at 3; a discussion of the tar on the pateins, varnish, thinners, cleaning products, swimmin

weekend, outside chances for thunderstorms, low tempeiiti-also be closed, according to Thomas County CIdpg lotwhichiis sticking to tires, and people’s shoes, trackemicals and batteries. "Used motor oil,” she said, s
tures in the 60s and highs in the 90 to 95-degree range. Fadtey Perkins. ing into the county buildings will also be discussed. The taken to the county landfill for recycling.” For infort

partly cloudy skies. Colby’s high Wednesday was 97 g&d o ] Commissioners will als_o meetat1p.m.on Mon_day, Julti@n, call Swob at 462-4525.
the overnight low this morning was 65. There was noa ommissioners set meetmgs to_co.nduct routine business. All meetings are in the com-

tional precipitation, leaving the month'’s total at a mere 0.4 The Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 1 p fissioners room of the courthouse. No Free Press July 4th

inches. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is avefaigay, the last business day of the month, to pay bills and The Colby Free Press will not publish a newspap
ing 84 degrees. The records for June 28: 105 in 1933 @@aduct routine business. The agenda includes: Jokhzardous waste day set the July 4th holiday. Employees will be given the dd
41 in 1985(The daily temperatures, precipitation anBuffington and Martin Rinehart will give an EMS update The Thomas County Household Hazardous Waste Coospend with family and friends. “Normal operations
records are provided by the Northwest Kansas Resea®tL p.m.; Dale Lyman will give a health insurance presetiitee is sponsoring a collection day Saturday, June @&ume at 8 a.m. Thursday, July 5— whatever norm:
Extension Center, Colby.) tation on behalf of Intermountain benefits at 1:30; Ranfilym 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. According to Sandy Swob, directoewspapering,” said Tom (TD) Dreiling, publisher.

When the office first opened here in 1978,
Lindskog said, there were more than 625 teagh-
ers in the association.

“At one point, there were over 700 members,
but then the numbers dwindled to 500 teadhda Oard, assistant, and Bruce Linds-
ers, which is about half the teachers in the akgzg, director of the Northwest Kansas
we served,” he said. UNISERYV office in Colby, reviewed a few

While the office has closed in Colby, teachast things before closing permanently.

Weighing in

Carla Sloan and Sarah Downing checked wheat for weight and mois-
ture content at the Hi-Plains Co-op in Colby this morning. Volume is weather holds.
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