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N. Toburen

State champions winners again
By JAY KELLEY

Colby Free Press
Members of the 1999 Colby High

School Class 4A State Champion boys
basketball team showed they have the
heart, going 3-0 and winning the Tom
Stephens/Colby Recreation 5-on-5
men’s basketball tournament on Sun-
day at the Colby Community Building.

The former Eagles beat Hays 66-63
in overtime in the championship after
downing Brewster 59-52 in the semi-
finals and dominating Norton 75-61 in
the first round.

Colby went 2-1 in pool play on Sat-
urday, losing 66-50 to the Hays team
they beat for the championship.

Colby was down by 12 with only
four minutes left in the championship.
They came back to tie and have a
chance to win at the buzzer. Overtime
saw Colby battle back again to come
up with the win.

Brewster also gave Colby a battle,
with a tie game at the two-minute mark.
A last minute surge by Colby put them
up at the buzzer.

Former Eagle champions on the

team included Spencer McKee, Justin
Lane, Jonalan Smith, Parker McKee
and Jerad Johnson. Josh Miller, former
Golden Plains standout was also on the
team, along with Colby Community
College Trojan baseball player Andy
Wernke and former Weskan star
Landon Steele.

Other Eagles from the 1999 team in
the tournament included Josh Lee,
playing for Poe, who fell to Hays in the
semi-finals and Justin Schwanke, play-
ing for Starkey, who fell to Poe in round
one.

Event organizer Tom Stephens said
he was impressed by the intensity and
level of play of all of the teams. “We
had some great basketball out there,”
he said.

He also thanked Mike Hake, Ike
Donn and Shaun Kidder for organizing
the officiating. “That was the key to a
successful tournament.”

Proceeds from entrance fees for the
tournament went to support the
women’s basketball program at Colby
Community College

Colby wins
alumni
matchup
JAY KELLEY

Colby Free Press
The battle between Brewster and

Colby champions saw Colby come out
on top Sunday. Former members of the
1999 Colby High School Class 4A
State Champion boys basketball team
won 59-52 over a team consisting of
former Brewster High School Bull-
dogs from both the 2000 and 2001
Class 1A State Champions at the Colby
Community Building.

Both teams had advanced to the
semi-finals, so the game was all or
nothing.  The winner earned the right
to play for another championship, the
loser went home.

The win wasn’t easy. The lead went
back and forth as both teams struggled
to put the other away.

With two minutes left, the score was
tied before a Colby run finally put the
’Dawgs away.

“It was a great game, good basket-
ball on both sides,” said event orga-
nizer Tom Stephens.

The Brewster team included Cody
Rush, Jay Ried, Jordan Ried, Jon
McKee, Eric Brown, Brett Arnberger,
Luke Johns and Chris Hudson.

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Former Colby High School Eagle Justin Lane drove for the basket against
a former teammate, Josh Lee, in the Tom Stephens/Colby Recreation
5-on-5 men’s tournament. Lane and Lee were just two members of the
1999 state championship team playing in the tournament.

Former Packer hasn’t forgotten his hometown
By JAY KELLEY

Colby Free Press
Nelson Toburen said the Colby

Grade School gym, formerly the high
school gym, brought back a lot of
memories.

The former Colby Eagle, Wichita
State Shocker and Green Bay Packer
was in Colby on Thursday to talk about
the old gym with Brian Stuckey, from
Goessel, who is writing a book on old
gyms in Kansas.

Stuckey is writing about gyms built
before 1950. He has been to Rexford
and Herndon in northwestern Kansas.
He said he tries to interview a local
sports figure in conjunction with the
gym.

“I interviewed Dean Smith in To-
peka and Ralph Miller, before he
passed away, in Chanute,” he said.

He decided to interview Toburen as
a former Green Bay Packer, the only
professional athlete to come out of
Colby High School.

Toburen graduated from Colby in
1957 and was in a rarefied atmosphere
as a 12-letter athlete, meaning he had
lettered in three sports all four years of
high school.

He got a scholarship to Wichita State
University, where he played tight end
and defensive end.

“We were terrible the first couple of
years,” he said. “But we won the val-
ley conference in 1960.”

Cessna Stadium was known as Sol-
dier Field in those days and it wasn’t

nearly as big. Toburen said college
football was more like a job than in
high school.

Players like
Toburen had to
struggle to keep
grades and foot-
ball because they
needed the schol-
arships to stay in
school.

“I quit college
football so many
times,” he said.
“But I really en-
joyed Saturdays!”

Toburen got into the professional
ranks almost by blind luck. Bill Aus-
tin, a line coach for Wichita State, went
to Green Bay to be an assistant for the
legendary Vince Lombardi.

Austin talked Lombardi into taking
Toburen in the last round of the 1961
draft.

“I had never seen a professional
game before,” he said.

Toburen played outside linebacker
in the 1961 World Championship,
beating the New York Giants 37-0 in
Yankee Stadium.

The Packers played the Giants in the
championship again the next year, but
Toburen didn’t play in the game.

He was in traction after fracturing
the fifth cervical vertebrae in a game
against the Baltimore Colts on Nov. 18,
1962.

“I can still remember that day,” he

said. Toburen said the team doctor, an
orthopedic surgeon kept his neck from
moving and credits him with saving
him from being paralyzed.

“I tackled Johnny Unitas,” Toburen
remembered. He joked that he was
“lucky to have broken his neck” after
seeing the pain that many of the older
players endure.

He talked about Vince Lombardi
crying in his hospital room after the
game. “He was a very emotional man,”
Toburen said, adding that Lombardi
would sometimes tear up during pre-
game talks.

Lombardi also picked up Toburen’s
contract for the next year, ensuring at
least some income until he was able to
recover from his injuries.

“I spent a year in a body cast,” he
said.

Toburen also talked about the differ-
ence in sports today and in yesteryear.
“Athletes are faster and stronger than
ever,” he said. Toburen told of being
benched for shooting a hook shot in the
1950s.

“We played football at the fair-
grounds (at Thomas County Speed-
way) my freshman and sophomore
year,” he said. He said Dennen Field
was “heaven” after playing at the track.

“We practiced in ski masks in Green
Bay,” he said, “but it got pretty cold in
Colby, Kansas, too.”

Money is also a big change. Toburen
got $7,500, plus a $500 signing bonus
for his rookie year.

“I went in to Lombardi the next year
and said I wanted to make five figures,”
he recalled.

“Lombardi offered me $9,000 plus
a $1,000 bonus if I played half the
downs. It didn’t occur to me that I only
played defense!”

Toburen said he doesn’t remember
all the games he was in, but he can re-
member every time they lost/

Toburen said he tells people he is
from God’s country. “I’m proud of
being from Colby.”

His wife Helen is also from Colby,
“I married my high school sweet-
heart,” he said. After football, he went
to Washburn University Law School.

After 20 years in law practice and 15
on the bench, Toburen said he is ready
to retire and enjoy his grandchildren.
He said he never forgets his friends in
Colby, though.

“You couldn’t pick a better place to
grow up.”

Sports Briefs

Golf
LYTHAM ST. ANNES, England

(AP) — David Duval refused to let the
British Open turn into the shootout
everyone expected, seizing control
with a rock-solid game that carried him
to a 4-under 67 at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes and gave him his first major
championship.

Former Masters champion Ian
Woosnam,  after nearly making an ace
on the opening hole, realized he had an
extra club in his bag and was assessed
a two-stroke penalty. Woosnam fin-
ished with a 71 and was four strokes
back .

Tiger Woods (71) took triple bogey
on the par-3 12th and wound up nine
strokes behind, his worst finish in a
major in nearly four years.

Cycling
LUZ-ARDIDEN, France (AP) —

Lance Armstrong held the leader’s
yellow jersey in the final mountain
stage of the Tour de France, bolstering
his chances for a third straight title.

Armstrong was fourth in the 14th
stage, crossing the finish line just be-
hind main rival Jan Ullrich of Ger-
many.

Area Schedule

Tuesday, July 24
Colby recreation baseball and soft-

ball tournaments continue at the recre-
ation fields at 6 p.m.

Bambino girls softball tournament
begins.

Junior boys baseball  tournament
begins.

Soaring Eagle football camp contin-
ues for boys entering grades 7-12 at the
Colby High School at 6-9 p.m.

The Business Directory

nwkansas.com

Get connected today!

Call 462-3963

Get connected to the Internet with us!
We have local technical support.

JOHN CARPENTER
Call Brewster: 785-694-2841

Mobile: 785-694-3553

Fabrications & repairs of all sorts.
At your residence.

•AC/DC Welding
•Wire Welding

“HAVE WELDER...WILL TRAVEL”

JOHN’S
WELDING &

MACHINE SHOP

•Servicing NW
Kansas Mileage
FREE for 15
years!

•Dry foam method,
because you
care about your
home!

• Any 3 rooms only
        $99.95!

NEW
 N

UM
BER

✃

AN INDEPENDENT BROKER/DEALER

Michelle L. Foote
Financial Advisor Securities offered exclusively through

Phone: 785-462-3321
Toll-Free: 877-462-3321
240 W. 4th • Colby, KS

• NOT FDIC insured
• NOT GUARANTEED by Farmers & Merchants Bank
• Subject to risk and may lose value
                OSJ 816-753-7859

Investment Center

Are you going to pay Uncle
Sam a little extra this year, or
are you going to open an IRA

with us?

 Come see me today!

U-PAC STORAGE
Colby, Kansas

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
SHORT OR LONG TERM

For the extra space you need
Sizes 5’x6’ to 24’x48’

ALL UNITS EASY ACCESS
COMPETITIVE RATES

DISCOUNT FOR ANNUAL
RENTAL

BOAT, RV, AUTO &
HOUSEHOLD STORAGE

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL USE

Call
785-462-3111 or 785-443-3441

Larry Washburn, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

505 Franklin
Colby, KS

785-462-3348

ULTRA LITE STYLE
FAMILY OF LENSES

NOW

AVAILABLE!

Member
American Optometric
Association

New System
Professional Window Cleaning

Commercial • Residential

520 S. Mission Ridge • Colby, KS 67701

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995
800-611-6735

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Chris & Beth
Lewon

“We do windows!”

ROUND TRIP
 TRAVEL

140 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67702

1-888-690-7077
462-6999 • Fax: 462-3824

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel
CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR
ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR
HAWAII - Air & hotel
LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!!

ALL SPECIALS MAY BE FOR
 SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

Ask about AAA, AARP, Senior
& Companion, Corporate

and Government discounts!

• • VACATION SPECIALS • •
From (per adult) $200

$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

No. of nights 4
3
3
5
7
3
3

Max. 45

WORLDWIDE:
Vacation

Packages,
Cruises, Tours,
Groups, Flights,
Hotels, Trains,

Cars

CINDY L. CERSOVSKY

“Customer Service is Our Policy”

Cersovsky Insurance Inc.
370 N. Franklin  •  PO Box 310 •  Colby, KS 67701

Ph: 785-462-7544  Toll Free: 888-462-7544

GERSTNER-CERSOVSKY
INSURANCE AGENCY

MORTGAGE LOANS MADE SIMPLE.
Your time is valuable • “LET US DO THE WORK”

• Quick Response

• Professional Service

• Competitive Rates

OF KANSAS

KRIS CAMERON
Mortgage Loan Officer

AT BANKWEST OF
KANSAS WE SERVICE

OUR LOANS.
100% financing now available

to qualified applicants.

Colby  •   Goodland
St. Francis   •    Idalia, CO

The

FREE PRESS is

available ‘round the clock!!

Enjoy the Free Press - each day,
Monday through Friday. We’re

Thomas County’s only daily
NEWSpaper.

If you need extra copies of the Free Press
after hours, they may be obtained from

outdoor racks or inside dealers at any of
the following locations:

OUTSIDE RACKS:
Free Press - 155. W. 5th
Love’s - 265 W. 4th
Wal-Mart  - 1915 S. Range
Hi-Plains Co-op  - 405 E. 4th
Village Inn  - 2215 S. Range
Gambino’s  Pizza  - 1100 W. 4th
Ramada Inn - 1950 S. Range
Conoco Travel Shoppe -1990 S. Range

INSIDE DEALERS:
Amoco - 1980 S. Range
Dillons - 1605 S. Range
Total-Hot Stuff - 900 E 4th


