Tuesday

August7,2001

o0¢

Volume 112, Number 154
Serving Thomas County since 1888

PRESS

No guorum, no meeting

School board reschedules

By PATTY DECKER cancellation. Under the circumstances,“The next meeting will be a lol
Free Press Editor he said, it was agreed that all of thene,” he said, since many of the ite
It doesn’t happen very often, buagenda items that would have beghat would have been reviewed or
Monday night's regular Colby Schoohpproved or discussed last night will beroved will be added to an already
Board meeting was canceled due to theld until the next meeting scheduleslate in two weeks.
lack of a quorum. In fact, Colby Superfor Monday, Aug. 20. Some items that will be covere
intendent Kirk Nielsen said today, he The public hearing on the 2001-Oghat time include approval of facil
couldn’t even remember the last timechool budget was also rescheduled fi@ntal fees, emergency substitute
something like this occurred. Aug. 20 and Nielsen said that will stilquests, establishing substitute tea
In order to have a school board meegive the district enough time to submilaily pay rates and out-of-school
ing, a minimum of four of the severthe necessary paperwork to the state it requests.
board members must be present. the deadline date of Friday, Aug. 24. In addition, the board also plan:
The situation last night, Nielsen said, Following the public hearing on thaliscuss negotiations, along with
was that four were unable to attendhudget, the board will then decidgloyment recommendations andre
leaving only three, which prompted th&hether or not to approve it. nations.

New charter school oper
In Haven school district

HUTCHINSON (AP) — A new students who complete the requirgolre how their child is doingin relat
charter high school opening this faltourses to obtain the same diploma thatothers,” Boston said.
will join the ranks of virtual academiedHaven High School students receive Even though some virtual scho
popping up across Kansas. upon graduation. such asthe one in Basehor-Linwoc

Aimed at homeschool families, the “It's goingto expand onthe alternateavenworth County, can off
Pleasantview Academy, which is ertives we already offer students,” Bossourses to any studentin Kansas, |
rolling students for a post-Labor Dayon said. ton said the Pleasantview Acade
start date, will offer more than just “The idea s for it to be kind of a re-will have a primarily local focus.
post-elementary courses over the Integeurce school for the homeschool fam- “Every student will have to spenc
net. ily.” least some time on site,” Boston s

Principal Brian Boston said the Boston said those attending the “That sort of limits how far aw:
school, which will have in-house comschool would learn through a combithey can be.
puters for every student and a certifiegation of online courses, integrated “We expect to pull most of our ¢
. instructor, is designed to serve as d&marning system software and on-sit®liment from Haven, as well as ins

ik o ! additional resource for homeschoallassroom work. Reno and the surrounding countit
o e o | families to use in educating their chil- How much or how often a studenhe said.
JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press | dren. attends would be determined on an in- The Moundridge and Elkhart sch

It's one of four charter schools opendividual basis, although all the timalistricts will also open up a virtt
ing this fall that indicated a focus orspent on coursework will be logged.school this fall, while Pratt is schedu
Internet-based learning in its charter “Because students will take the state add a virtual school to the alre
petition. assessment tests that every other séistablished but newly chartered a

The school will enable high schootlenttakes, parents will be able to comative school in its district.

Sherman County officials ask commissioners for advice

Alan Wade, director of transportation for Colby Public Schools, installed and axle on abus Monday. Wade
has been busy getting the buses ready for fall. He said he expected the Kansas Highway Patrol to call
him about setting an appointment for annual inspections either this week or next. “We won’'t have any
problems,” he said.

By MAXINE NELSON sioners after judging is complete. He et = teries at the law enforcement cer

Colby Free Press jar was decorated with bears, and wgs 17 | S The commissioners approved the
Sherman County officials met withone of three entries in the categor| L | chase for $325.

commissioners here on Monday to difiana is the daughter of Weldon a b . -7 He said there was a washout in

cuss having a satellite station fofoni McAdams of Colby. o | back parking lot, and requested

household hazardous waste in theire The commissioners spent part ¢ , r I road departmentfill the hole. They t

county with the goal of eventually havthe morning touring the county land ' g i him to go talk to Chris Bieker, ro

ing a station of their own. fill. Engineering consultant EImer Zer 4 ; supervisor.

Sherman County CommissionerBad completed a survey of the 40 a
Kevin Rasure and Chuck Frankenfeldlitional acres purchased by the coun
Sherman County Public Works DirecFriday afternoon.
tor Kurt Way, and Sherman County The county is expanding the land=.
Clerk Janet Rumpel attended th#l and opening a new cell, and had the
commissioner’s meeting, along withand surveyed to find out exactly whe
Sandy Swob, Thomas County hous#he boundaries are. They were unalj
hold hazardous waste director. to find one of the corner markers and

Swob gave the Sherman Countthe county is investigating. ;
group a tour of the household hazard-+ Commissioner Ron Evans said tHe
ous waste collection site at 190 W. 4tkandfill has been averaging 15.64 tor}s*
Following the tour, the group said theper day as of the end of July. This is welli
would continue to discuss the mattemder the average of 20 tons per d —
further before making a decision.  which is permitted to keep the landfil] | HE y H court house. The parking lot had b

In other business: open. MAXINE NELSON/Colby Free Press sealcoated Saturday.

* Diana McAdams, who took partin  If the county averages over 20 tongnomas County Commissioner Ron Evans, handed an individually wrapped cookie to Commissioner Glen __* They met with Don Fosdickf

the culinary department in this year'per cjay the landfill will be closed, ack ersenbrock while Diana McAdams and Commissioner Duane Dawes looked on. McAdams brought the jar Murphy Tractor, Colby, conce.rning
open class event, brought a ‘Beargording to state law. of cookies to the commissioners during their meeting on Monday. used grader. The county landfill ne

Good'’ jar of cookies to present to the « The commissioners approved clos- agrader, and he had one thatwast
commissioners. The cookies had wang the county treasurer’s office todaiansas Planning and Development dioctor they wish, and itis for an 80-2@ecided to go with a 3 percent pay raisefrom Kirwin which he would sell f
first place at the county fair in the catuntil 1:30 p.m. to allow employees tdill City. percent rate. This would be the prder county employees, and next year$8,800. However, the county did

egory which calls for a jar of at leasattend the funeral of Loretta e« They received a phone call fronmium for a single person which thdudget had been published inthe Collhyave the money and declined the
six different kinds of cookies madeschoenfeld, former assistant Thomd®andy Dick, Kaw Valley Insurancecounty pays for each employee. Theree Press on Aug. 3. « The next meeting will be at9 a
from scratch and individually County treasurer. representative, offering a premium odmployees pay extra for family cover- « Undersheriff Mike BaughnMonday inthe commissioners roof
wrapped. The first place jar is pre- « They approved adoption of a cod$289.56 per month for county healtage. “Write it up,” said Evans. broughtarequestto purchase a battehe courthouse. All meetings are o
sented to the Thomas County Commisf conduct suggested by Northweshsurance. Employees can go to anys The commissioners said they haéster to better check and replace bab-the public.

e Briefly m—|_cgislators review health care costs

Weather: No relief COIby enroliment WedneSday TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators castciated with Medicaid. important for the state to get a fix

T0n|ght the weather forecast iS_Calling forlowsinthe mlCCOlby PUb“C Schools will hOld enrollment for all Preéa net Monday try|ng to get afixonthe “We're |ooking at Strategies relatedosts and demand for services no
60s to lower 70s under clear skies. Wednesday, temperzolled kindergarten and returning students, grades ¥idiag cost of health care for poor Karto cost drivers that do not compromisene year, but several years out as
tures are again expected to reach 95 to 102 with winds fetnthe high school commons area from 7 a.m.-5 pdans. quality or access,” Day said. boomers move toward retirement z
the south at 10 to 20 mph. Wednesday night will be paktednesday. New students may enroll in their respectivgyhat they learned is that the next According to budgetanalysts, Medput increased demands on the sys
cloudy with lows still in the mid 60s to low 70s. On Thur$uildings on Friday. The first day of classes is Aug. 22.wave of increases in medical costs isaid expenditures from all funding The committee also heard frc

« The commissioners appoin
Tracey Perkins as their proxy for W
ern Prairie RC&D.

* They decided to have another h:
rail installed on the north side of
courthouse. They recently had a |
ing installed on the steps on the nc
but that still left two separate steps
rectly into the courthouse. They v
use ADA money.

« They approved a bill from Litt
Critters for $823.82 for line stripil
and stenciling the parking lot at

day, temperatures are expected to be a bit lower at 83 to 90 h I h coming. sources have increased from $544 mpublic health department officiz
with a slight chance for thunderstorrithie daily tempera- Youth group to sell peaches Bob Day, director of medical policylion in fiscal 1999 to $730 million inwho said the state could take step
tures, precipitation and records are provided by the North-Colby's Sacred Heart CYO will be selling Colorado freend Medicaid for the Department ofiscal 2002. reduce future costs by investing m

west Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.)  stone peatijhes at VariOUSrllocationhS in Tflllomas COIUthQgﬁ:ial and Rehabilitation Services, The state’s portion of that bill haglollars in preventive measures.
L ginning Friday, Aug. 10. The peaches willgo on sale attbgl a special House-Senate budgiicreased from $176 million to $250 - ,

Oakley man dies in crash Relay for Life at Dennen Field, Friday, Aug. 11, from 7 tommittee that after a period of relamillion in that period. m;:rr?tirsee?\;%g?hzulggcgiilziggwg
A21-year-old Oakley manwas killed when his sport utilo p.m.; at theThomas County Office Complex, 350tfe stability, health care costs are pre- Medicaid is the federal-state matc eceive $2.2 gwillion N state o e’rati

ity vehicle crashed into a bridge guard about six miles wRstnge, Colby, beginning at 8 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. pafing to increase. ing funds program to provide healt rants ' P

of Ellis Monday morning. The Kansas Highway Patrol rand also atlocations in Selden, Brewster and Rexford fromthe increases could be comparabbare to low-income Kansans. Servic o

ported that Mitchell Ottley was westbound in a 1995 Che8®.m. to noon, and Levant from 8 to 10 a.m., also on Safdithe inflation that hit the industry into children accounted for 35 percent of The additional costs are coverec

Tahoe when he fell asleep and struck a bridge guarddail. For questions or details, call Paul or Marilyn Bailafie late 1980s and early 1990s, he saftle costs in fiscal 2000, with the sefederal grants or local taxes.

twice, vaulting over the bridge. Ottley was dead at the sceté2-7356. Rising costs, especially those asswices to frail elderly and disabled rep- “Our state’s I_o_cal health depa
The highway patrol said he was not wearing a seatbelt and . . . ciated home health care and the state&senting the bulk of the expenditure§1ents need additional funding to h
the airbag was deployed. Services will be at 10:30 a%lay for Life registration planned elderly population, were of particular “This is all about utilization” of ser- respond in a timely and effective w
Friday at St. Joseph’s Catholic Churchin Oakley with visi-Registration for this year’s Relay For Life participant®ncern with legislators. vices, Day said, noting that reimbursé® the emerging public health prc

tation from 2-9 p.m. Thursday at Kennedy-Koster Funeimécheduled for Wednesday, Aug. 8, beginning at 6:30 p.nDay said the increases were natent rates were set by the state.  lems and needs,” said Clyde Grae
Home in Oakley and a Rosary Wake at 7:30 p.m. Memai-the State Farm Insurance office, 905 E 4th, Colby. barque to Kansas and that other statesRep. Kenny Wilk, R-Lansing andsecretary ofthe Department of Hee
als are requested to the Shriner’s hospitals. questions, call Bob Coleman, 462-2724. were grappling with rising costs assazhairman of the committee, said it ignd Environment.
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