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lighting

By JAY KELLEY

Colby Free Press

The Colby City Council had no more
than approved a contract for Jims
Electric, Colby to install new airport
lights than the first change order,
regest to install runway end intensit
lights for an additional $16,700 wa
presented and voted down, for the tin
being.

The lights were not part of the origi
nal $180,000 project, but were rg
quested by Eagle Med Aviation, an ajr
ambulance company from Wichita
when they were looking at Colby as
possible site for a permanent base.

Eagle Med chose Goodland, butthg
recommended both the runway ern
lights and a global position indicator t
make landings easier in inclemer
weather.

“The end lights are strobes that he
pilots see the end of the runway,
Armstrong said, adding that she undgr-
stood pilots weren't allowed to land i
they couldn’t see the runway’s end.

The global positioning unit would
increase the cost of hte additioncf

t

©

$27,000 and Armstrong said the airp
board had recommended waiting u
til next year, when they could apply foy
grant money.

Armstrong told the board she con
curred with their recommendation an
the board voted to wait.
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Casey Quagliano, center, lent a hand to his brother Nathan, right, and Austin Plumisto as they put up a
tent for the largest slumber party in Thomas County, the American Cancer Society Relay for Life. Others
helping with the registration tent and concessions Thursday night were Bob and Shirley Coleman, Brian
and Debbie Quagliano, Chuck Plumisto, Dale Plumisto, Kent Dible and his son Bradley.

Relay for Life begins tonight

By PATTY DECKER ordinator, she said. ing the luminary service, which wil
L Free Press Editor  “Although our team participation isbegin around 9:30 p.m., she said.
Activities for this year’s Thomasjower this year,” Quagliano said on One of the highlights at the Rela
County Relay for Life will begin at Thursday, “we are still hoping thafor Life event, Quagliano said, is th
7 p.m., tonight, at Dennen Fielgnany people attend the event either taminary service, which honorg
with the opening ceremony at {valk laps or donate to this worthyhose who are still fighting and thos

Leads dwindle

Fugitives remain
free In manhunt

By JAY KELLEY

Sheriff Jim Johnson speculated
Colby Free Press suspects hid out in a rural aret
A Colbyteen-ager spentaterrifyinggheridan or Thomas County ul
half-hour in the hands of two fugitivedVednesday night.
when she returned to her rural home The chase started on the west
Thursday to find the couple had brokeramp of I-70 from Range Avenue
in while eluding police. Colby when Thomas County Sheri
The girl, who asked that her namBeputy Ken Patton stopped a Ma
not be used, said the man held a steikkup that looked like one reporte
knife to her throat at one point and thige involved in a gas skip in Grinne
couple seemed to think the police knew The driver, a slightly builtmanin
where they were. 20s, denied involvement, but drc
The phone continued ringing, as away when Patton asked him to
turns out, from friends trying to warrpout of the car.
the family about the fugitives, but the After ashortchase, the suspect:
couple wouldn't et her answer. the road and crashed through a fe
“She (the woman) seemed like shariving cross country.
didn'twantanythingtodowithit,”said Patton, other deputies and Cc
the girl. “He was real erratic andolice officers lost sight of the vehi
seemed scared.” and began asearch ofthe area, as
After about a half-hour, the coupldy the Kansas Highway Patrol ar
tied the girl up, changed clothes angrivate aircraft.
took her 1998 Ford Escort and some Jones said police still had no i
checks. who the couple were.
Within seconds, she freed herself Theywere described asintheirn
and called 911. 20s, the man is clean cut and sha
That call was the first good clue ofwith medium length brown-blond h:
ficers had in the search. He has tattoos on his neck tha
Shortly after the call led officers tosemble oriental writing. He is abot
that area, a private plane used in tiieot, 6 inches tall and weighs 135-.
search spotted the Mazda pickup nepounds.
the farmstead south of Colby. Thegirlsis alsoin her mid-20s, w
Thomas County Sheriff Tom Jonefreckles and reddish hair. She
said a Colby officer helping with theslightly built and didn’t wear ar
search was at the home before she hungkeup.
up. “We’'re running down a few mo
“She was very scared, but she kefgtads,” Jones said, “and we’ll all

y herhead,” said Jones. “She did the rigttgether this afternoon and dec

a)

thing.” where to go.”
The coupleis believed to have made The Kansas Bureau of Investiga

e their way to Colby, where they appamwas processing the vehicles in hc

gets involved
In foster care

TOPEKA (AP) — Gov. Bill Graves
says he will get involved with the lin-
gering financial problems plaguing th
state’s privatized foster care system

During the opening ceremonyyolleyball and frisbee, she said.

will be Julie Brush, of Downs, whostrations.

A1%

p.m., followed by the survivors’cause.” Throughout the evening, themgho lost the battle with cancer.
victory lap, according to Debbieyijll be entertainment, food vendors, During the service, names of both white Jeep Cherokee from the Hoxitugitives, but Jones admits clues
Quagliano, one of the organizersand other activities such as footbalthe living and deceased will be regd Grain Co. that evening.

she said, the Colby Boy Scouts will |n addition, Classic Karoke with The relay will continue until 10
raise the American flag and Joycgeth Craft, will be on hand, along witre.m. Saturday, with a closing ce
Armstrong, of Goodland, will sing Colby Police Officer Scott Sitton ancemony and cleanup.

the National Anthem. The speaketis K-9, Capone, providing demon- “We encourage everyone to stap the elevator.

is the Northwest Kansas Relay co- Sitton is expected to arrive follow-event,” Quagliano said.

ently left the girl's car and stole a 199ffinding alead as to the identity of

few.

According to the Sheridan County “We'd sure like to catch them bef
sheriff’s office, the Jeep, with Sheridathey do this somewhere else,” he <
- County license number ION-370, was Descriptions of the couple and
last seen at 8 p.m. when employees Igtthicle have been sent to police af

cies around the country.
Itwas reported missing at 8:30 a.m. “I'm just glad it's over,” said th
Thursday when employees discoverdden-ager. “I'm thankful no one w
the girl's Escort parked in its place. hurtand | hope they catch them so

and the candles will be lit.

by and take part in this fundraising

Graves said earlier this week that he

setsnetab i Colby graduate serves on prestigious commission

care and adoption services.

“My interest in doing that is to helpBy JAY KELLEY
them be more successful,” Graves said.

The governor said the system s pro- Colby graduate Mark Hansen waEederal Election System.
viding quality care for children, butone of the project _
thatitis plagued by problems with coneoordinators for =
tract management. the National

Further, the state has an obligatiocdommission on
to help foster care providers becauseBfection Reform, |
the limited number of potential cona blue-ribbon
tractors, he said. panel selected to

“I thought that was the most signifilook at the elec-
cantthingto come outof today’s meetion process in
ing,” said Rep. Brenda Landwehr, RAmerica after the
Wichita and chairwoman of the interin2000 presidential
Committee of Children’s Issues.  election fiasco.

House Minority Leader Jim Garner, The commis-

turnout.

Mark Hansen ceived a report on the findings.

Among other things, the commisvard University.
sion found that many eligible voters “They wanted someone who would “There was also a task force lookinggniversity of Kansas and his Ph

graduate, was tapped to be the projabat the majority of election workerdooked into state and local election Hansen's task force provided
Colby Free Press coordinator for the task force on thevere volunteers and scant money wisws and voter eligibility rules.

commission with nine reports, eigtf

spent on election administration. “We had to answer the questions,” h&hich he wrote, on the effects of e

“Iwas called by Phillip Zelikon, the  One of the mosttellingitems was thsaid. For instance, Hansen said omwation programs, absentee mail vo
director of the Miller Center of Publicdiscovery that very few polling placesuggestion to prevent voter fraud waster registration, identity verificati
‘ Affairs at the University of Virginia,” were ready to deal with the recount® require photo identification at thend uniformity in polling and repo
Jl he said. Hansen was selected for thad administrative functions of a clospolling site.
post based on his writings on votezlection such as the 2000 presidential“So we had to find out how many He isthe author of two books: Ge

ing.

race. people had photo IDs,” he added. “Wimg Access: Congress and the F

The commission delivered their re- Hansen was a professor of politicalon’t want to make things so hard nbobby, 1919-1981 (University of Cl
port to President Bush in a Rose Gaseience at the University of Chicagone can vote.”
den ceremony at the White House amhen he was called up to work on the There were three task forces repo®articipation, and Democracy
July 31. Members of congress also reommission, but has since acceptedray to the commission, headed up bfmerica, written with Steven

cago Press, 1991) and Mobilizati

post as government professor at Haiermer presidents Gerald Ford anBosenstone (McMillan 1993).
Jimmy Carter. Hansen received his B.A. from-

D-Coffeyville, said Graves had takesion returned their report to Presideitad been turned away because pbk comfortable with social scientistinto legal and constitutional issues arfdom Yale University.

the first step “in recognizing there is 8ush.
problem.”

workers could not find their names oand historians,” he added.
Hansen, a 1977 Colby High Schodists of eligible voters. They also found The University of Kansas graduatevere operated.”

Starting young

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

LaDonna Dempewolf (not pictured) and her daughter, Lauren, 3, looked at lots of jewelry while shop-
ping downtown during Thursday’s “Krazy Daze” sidewalk sale. Steve Dempewolf, Lauren’s dad, said
he thoughtitwas a greatideato have this type of event during the evening. See page 7 for more pictures
and story of the event.

one looking into how polling places He is the son of John and Jo
Hansen, Mingo.
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Weather: Possible thunderstorms Pool hours change
Tonightis calling for lows in the 50s under partly cloudy The Colby Municipal Swimming Pool hours h:
skies. Winds will be from the southeast at 5 to 15 mghanged effective today, officials said. The pool wi
Saturday, partly sunny, highs in the 80s with a 20 percepén from 1 to 4 p.m. from now until Wednesday, Auc
chance of thunderstorms in the evening with lows in the 588er that day, the pool will close for the season.
On Sunday, partly cloudy and warmer with temperatures
r_eaching the low 90¢The Qaily temperatures, precipitaQpen House p|anned Tuesday
Eg; :grirfégtgﬁ s?c:ﬁ g:r\l/tlgl’e cég%}t/r;e Northwest K"’ms""\slelings Upon the Prairie. Inc1,980 West 4th, will have
' ' grand opening from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 14. The ril
cutting will be at 10 a.m. This is a consumer-run orga
CO"ege board meets Monday tion, a nonprofit organization for people with severe |
The Colby Community College Board of Trustees withl health problems, which provides a drop-in centerv
meetat5 p.m. Monday in the Thomas Hall Administratigonsumers can come for recreation, visiting and peer
Building. The budget hearing is the firstitem on the agengaling, according to George Aumiller, president. The
Refunding of money for Certificates of Participation willization is sponsored by the Kansas SRS Departnf
be discussed. Vehicle bids will be opened. Resignationseshtal Health and the Self-Help Network of Kansas
contracts will be approved. The board is expected to go into
closed session to discuss negotiations. The board will ¥uth group to sell pea_ches
discu_ss any other item any _member wishes to discuss. Tl@,"olby’s Sacred Heart CYO will be selling Colorado f
meeting is open to the public. stone peaches at various locations in Thomas Cour
L. ginning Friday, Aug. 10. Organizers said these peach
Commissioners to meet “extremely delicious” and are being sold for $22 for 22
The Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 a@ismaller quantities are available. The peaches will
Monday in the commissioners room of the courthousele at the Relay for Life at Dennen Field, Friday, Au
Landfill Supervisor Larry Jumper will talk about recyclinffom 7 to 10 p.m.; at theThomas County Office Com)
concrete at 9 a.m. Register of Deeds Denny Burke will t38#0 S. Range, Colby, beginning at 8 a.m. on Saturday
about personnel at 9:30 a.m. Brian Staats of Adams, Brodii,and also at locations in Selden, Brewster and Re
Berean and Ball Chartered is on the agenda at 10 a.mfratm 8 a.m. to noon, and Levantfrom 8to 10 a.m., al
meetings are open to the public and input is appreciatégaturday. For details, call Paul or Marilyn Bailey, 462-7
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