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Allagree [ —
oncause
of the fire ¢

By JAY KELLEY
Colby Free Press |3
Insurance investigators ended UpiA
agreeing with the conclusions of th
Colby Fire Department and the Stafg
Fire Marshal’s office after spending
Wednesday at the site of last week
fire that destroyed Hutfles Construg
tion and Northwest Kansas Teles
communications in Colby. ey
Colby Fire Chief Bob McLemore| "#&
said, “both investigators agreed witf
ourinitial assessment, that (the fire
started in a pickup in the Hutfles
building.”
McLemore said the pickup was
too badly destroyed to determine 8
ignition source more closely.
Melvin Dale, an investigator forgs
the state, had also looked atthe sce
and came to the same conclusion
The fire was reported at 10:252
p.m.onAug. 16 and, at the height gf .-
the fire, five pumpers and one lag
der truck were at the scene. Md-=_
Lemore estimated more than ong
million gallons of water were used#s
in the effort. k=
Although the two buildings werefis
total losses, the fire was checke
before it claimed the building to thgEsEE ' ; ; il i L ; :
east, housing P&D Auto Repair. R e ket 7 T o i R L it T, ;
McLemore said estimates on the= - - —_— — - — T
dollar loss were still being totaled, PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press
but he hoped to have the figures frolRon Hutfles, owner of Hutfles Construction, sifted through the wreck- week’sfire. Assisting Hutfles was one of his employees, Erik Gowland,
insurance company adjusters sooage today in hopes of salvaging whatever was not destroyed in last not pictured.

Preliminary
enrollment
announced

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Preliminary enrollment numbe
presented at this week’s Colby sct
board meeting showed some gains
some losses this year, but overall b
ing principals said they were plea
with the count. In the grade sche
Terrel S. Harrison, principal, said
number of kindergartners were up,
numbers overall were slightly low
Robb Ross, principal at the mid
school, said he had 13 new stud
with 11 moving out of the district fo
gain of two. Bryan Bullington, princ
pal at the high school, also said he
20 new students, but transferred ou

Bullington added that he had a t
of 382 students enrolled at the h
school thus far. However, other nt
bers were unavailable at the meet

Jeff Quenzer, activities director/
sistant principal atthe high school, :
38 percent of the student body is
ticipating in one of the five fall spor

“There are 51 boys out for hi
school football, 20 in volleyball, 11
tennis, 41 in cross country and 1
girls golf,” he said.

In the middle school, Quenzer s
there are 40 students out for 7th g
football and 30 out for 8th grade.

The board also recognized Sc
Kough, second grade teacher, for
recentrecognition by Colby Wal-M
as “teacher of the year.” Along with
honor, Kough was awarded $500 t
used to buy supplies, equipment
other items for the grade school.

Bush to name Kansas State graduate as Joint Chiefs chairman

CRAWFORD, Texas (AP) — Forg-the nation’s military. Joint Chiefs since March 2000. on a nominee to replace the retiringears,” Bush said. sile defense enhanced Myers’ char
ing ahead with plans to build a missile Anative of Kansas City, Mo., Myers The announcement comes as Bushairman of the Joint Chiefs, Army Bush was close-mouthed with re- “lwantedto be sure we got some
defense shield, President Bush hésa fighter pilot by training. He enteredays he’s on the verge of withdrawin@Gen. Henry H. Shelton, who stepporters Thursday when asked wheth@tho understands we’re under a \
tapped a staunch supporter of thitke Air Force in 1965 through the Rethe United States from the 1972 Antidown Sept. 30. Myers was indeed his choice for Joirgreat stress today because we ha
administration’s priority for his newserve Officer Training Corps progranballistic Missile Treaty. “We’ve been looking for someoneChiefs chairman. But Sen. Jamedefense system,” Inhofe said.
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staffat Kansas State University, Manhattan, “l have no specific timetable inwho will bring the highest standards dhhofe, R-Okla., amember of the Sen- The selection of Myers, former co

Bush was to announce today that iéan., where he earned a bachelor ofind,” Bush said Thursday. excellence to the office, someone whate Armed Services Committee, saittander in chief of the U.S. Spe
will nominate Air Force Gen. Richardscience degree in mechanical engi-“We will withdraw from the ABM is willing to think differently aboutthean Air Force contact told him thatCommand, would also reflect Bus
Myers as Joint Chiefs chairman aftareering. He also holds a master’s d&eaty on our timetable, at a time comnissions of our military. ... The fundaMyers had been selected. desire to emphasize newer techn
meeting with Myers and Defense Segree in business administration fromenient to America.” mental question is how do we conform “It's far enough along we can call igies in the military, the importancé
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld for an upAuburn University. Bush’s commitment to missile deour defense to the true threats that faoéicial,” Inhofe said in an interview. space and computers in warfare
date on continuing efforts to overhaul He has been vice chairman of thiense was a factor in his deliberationsmerica not only now but in the outHe said Myers’ strong support of misemerging threats around the glob

Condit talks, gets frosty reception from many

CERES, Calif. (AP) — Rep. Gary The televised interview with ABC-sive, uncooperative.” watched Condit on TV with his
Condit’'s emphatic denial of any in-TV on Thursday was part of a package, Throughout the day and into thérons. He called Condit “overprepa
volvement in the disappearance aficluding a letter to constituents andight Thursday, that conclusion echand a bit too slick.”

Chandra Levy received an icy recemther interviews, that Condit's adviseed as constituents first received a let-The seven-term Democrat’s accc
tion from constituents and analystsrs hoped would bolster his flagginter from Condit designed to explain hisf the Levy saga was immediat
who believe the embattled lawmaker’sopularity. months-long silence about Levy, wheohallenged by both Washington, D
assertions will do little to revive his But that didn’t happen, said Brucevas last seen April 30. police and the intern’s family, wi
political career. Cain, a University of California, Ber- “The letter actually started me thinkbalked at Condit’s claims he cooy

In his first broadcastinterview sincéeley, political scientist. ing thiswas going to be a disaster,” saated early and completely with auth
the intern disappeared, Condit, 53, Condit was “horrible” in the inter- UCLA political analyst Nancy Snow.ties.
sidestepped questions that he hadseew with ABC reporter Connie“lt was just hardhearted; it lacked a “He came forward only after pre
sexual affair with the 24-year-old, say€hung, Cain said. “I just got irritateccertain personality.” sure began to build and the facts o
ing only that they had a “very closeWwatching the thing. | thought he came In Merced, in the heart of Condit'selationship became public,” said B
relationship. across as incredible, insensitive, evdistrict, bar owner Mike MaloneyMartin, the Levy family lawyer.

Regents plan to examine costs
TOPEKA (AP)— Higher educationdard to judge administrative effi-e é Thum bS Up!

officials say they want to knowciency. Right now, our standards a
whether the state’s public universitiesot well defined.” ) o
are spending too much on administra- Blair said legislators, who approprit ~ VTerrel Harrison — new grade school principal. _
tion. One of the goals for the statate $1.5 billion to higher educatior|, _ VRyan Bland, Tim Knox and Ryan Allen — top photographers in the
Board of Regents this year is to createant such information. State revenugs Day in the Life of Thomas County” project. _
an administrative efficiency index tare expected to fall far short of dg-  VSharon Steele and Committee — on your wellhead protection
measure the effectiveness of adminimands for increases in spending gnapproved by the city council. _ .
1989-1994. tration at the state universities. education and other state services.|  VColby Community College — the early figures are very promisin
Mrs. Harrison received herCollege, Dodge City; and he[  “All institutions have bureaucratic The index is supposed to shoy VDennis Chandler and D'Ette Scholtz — busy Extension agents.
bachelor’s degree in elementargaster’s degree in education at Fqrtcreep,” Regents Chairman Clay Blaiwvhether the costs of running the unj-  VWes & Rhoda Sherman — on your newest venture.
education at St. Mary of the Plainklays State University. told The Lawrence Journal-Worldversity are in line with the achieve} ~ VColby Country Club—onyour fourth straight golf classic win at Go
“Having an index will give us a stanments of the university. land.

Harrison is new principal
at Colby Elementary School
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By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Free Press

A new school year brings a ne
principal for one Colby public
school.

Terrel S. Harrisonis the new gral
school principal, replacing Rebec
Holtwick who resigned last spring t
take a position as fourth grad
teacher at Paola, allowing her to Je
closer to her children.

Harrison’s husband, Tom, is
branch broker with Homeland Re
Estate in Goodland. They have thr
children. Thisis Mrs. Harrison’s firs
year as principal.

She served as administrative a
sistant for the Sharon Springs Pu
lic Schools from 1995-2001; K-1
library media specialist from 1994
2001; and 5-8 classroom instructo
K-8 library media specialist fromTerrel Harrison, new principal

s Briefly

Weather: Rain welcomed

Colby received 0.96 inches of rain in Thursd
afternoon’s severe thunderstorm, moving the month’s

101 seminar at the Thomas County Office Complex canandfill to close for holiday Boot Drive Saturday
rence room on_V_Vedr!esday, Aug. 29 at 7:30 p.m. .Ma”fhe Thomas County Landfill will close at 2 p.m. on Sat-Colby firefighters will be manning the annual Musc
2|son, commaodities director for the Farm Bureau, will B?day, Sept. 1. Dystrophy Boot Drive on Saturday morning.
tal to 1.69 inches. The forecast through Monday calls Efea_t““?d speaker_. The landfill will be closed on Sunday, Sept. 2, and Mon-They will be collecting donations for Jerry’s Kids at
lows in the middle 50s to around 60 and highs generally i€ Sill discuss choices of crop revenue coverage, mL&%\f Sept. 3. and Franklin and in both the Dillons and Wal-Mart p
the lower 80s. Winds will be out of the north 5-15 mph wigf 1| COVerage or revenue assurance. Anyone intereste 'i%e landfill will resume its regular hours at 9 a.m. dng lots. Sonic Drive-in will be giving away a free med
thunderstorms possible each day. Thursday’s highin C%come. For more information call Rich Callihan at 462y e54ay, Sept. 4. For any Landfill information please csdfft drink in exchange for each sticker given to those
was 83 and the overnight low this morning was a comfdrt=—"=" Larry Jumper, landfill supervisor at 462-8139. donate.

able 55. The soil temperature at the four-inch depth is

eraging 77 degrees. The records for Aug 24: 108 in 13’509!‘&”1 volunteers needed . . .
andg4lgin 192&g.'l'he daily temperatures, p?ecipitation and If anyone would be interested in service on any of the1€CKS awaiting winners Siren tests set for Colby

records are provided by the Northwest Kansas Reseaif¢gram development committees for the Thomas Countnyone with a premium check for an open class or 4-H'homas County will be testing tornado sirens at 1(

Extension Center, Colby.) Extension Office, please contact either the Thomas Coueriyry at the Thomas County Fair needs to pick it up attméMonday, Aug. 27 and Sept. 10, said John Lygeros,

Extension Office at 462-4582, or Peg Tole at 586-2323Tyomas County Extension Office in the county office comgency management director.

. Sept. 5. These committees help identify issues with ghex at 350 S. Range, Colby. Fair board secretary Laur&’hese aren’t our usual times and we won't be testil

Crop seminar planned county and help decide on programs for the upcoming Exok said checks will not be mailed. The office phoneliabor Day (Sept. 2),” he said. Questions may be dir
Kansas Farm Bureau will be hosting a Crop Insurarieasion year. 462-4582. to Lygeros at 443-7031.
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