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Sheriff reveals identity
of woman In car chase

By JAY KELLEY ment officials as dangerous. Thomaa's, along with a plane from Shalz F
Colby Free Press — County Sheriff Tom Jones said anyoria Colby searched for the pair, tl
The woman partnerin aduo wholedeeing the pair should stay clear amtitched their vehicle and escaped
police on a chase through Thomaspntact authorities. stolen 1998 Escort after holding
County and held a 17-year-old rural “aAny information leading to the ar-young owner hostage for about 30
Colby girl was identified today by therest of the two fugitives would beutes.
Thomas County sheriff as 23-year-olgreatly appreciated by law enforce- The carwas found the next morn
Tina Janice Pearce. ) ment agencies,” said Jones. at the Hoxie Grain Co., who also
Pearce and her partner, Kristopher The incident began about 11:30 a.rported a 1991 white Jeep Cherc
Aaron Lambert, 21, have been charged,g. 8 when a couple suspected to lth Sheridan County license OB 3
with aggravated burglary, aggravatedambert and Pearce were stopped byissing.
assault, kidnapping, one count each géputy Ken Patton on the I-70 on-ramp Jones said Lambert and Pearce:
felony theftand misdemeanor theft angt Range Avenue in Colby because tieth identified through the combir
two counts of misdemeanor criminaliazda pickup they were drivingefforts of the Thomas County Shel
damage to property. ] matched the description of a vehicl€olby Police Department and Kan
She is described as a white femalgom a gas skip in Grinnell. Bureau of Investigation.
5'6” inches tall, 135 pounds, with They managed to elude Patton by Jones also said the charges
brown hair. Lambert is a white malegriving off the road, through a fencémerely accusations and the def
5'11"tall, 150 pounds with sandy hairand into a corn field. While deputiesgants are presumed innocent until
Both are described by law enforcegolby police officers and state troopunless proven guilty.”

Wildlife and Parks plan first
youth skills day in September

By PATTY DECKER includes activities such as shotgureast of Colby on Thomas County S|
Free Press Editor ning, archery, compass and map reéift-Tom Jones’ property.
Kansas Wildlife and Parks is tryingng, gun care, and more. “We had quite a few young peo

something new in the area by coordi- “We are encouraging young peoplsign up for the event during the fair,
nating a youth outdoor skills day antb attend events like this to learn mongere’s still room for more,” he saic
involving many area clubs to assisitbout gun safety and have fun,” said Hopper said he also wanted to th
with instruction. Hopper. Many groups are helping tthe many people who have made
“We think this will not only be edu- make this first-ever event possible bgvent possible. Those include Ph
cational, butalso alot of fun for youngproviding their expertise in specifiants Forever, Colby Achery Cli
people,” said Leonard Hopper, distridields. WalMart, Pirates Den, the Thon
wildlife biologist in Colby. For example, Young said, the Kan€ounty Sheriff’s office and cour
The only requirement to participatsas Pioneer Chapter of Pheasants Fattorney'’s office, Kansas Wildlife C
PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press | jn the skills day planned on Saturdagver will be there with clay targets tdicers Association, Colby Recreat

Sacred Heart School in Colby received a visit this morning from Bishop George Fitzsimons, who pre- | Sept. 22, Hopper said, is to have corteach shooting using a wobble throwegind the area hunter education inst
sides overthe Salina Diocese. Colbyis amongits 92 parishes, five high schools and 12 elementary schools. | pletedthe hunter education course. Faiso, the Colby Archery Club will tors. For those who want to attenc
“The bishop is the spiritual leader for our diocese,” said Sacred Heart principal Dave Evert. “Heisavery | those wanting to take that class, theach participants how to follow &kills day or take the upcoming hur
dynamic individual whose presence is always inspiring. We in the Catholic Church believe the Bishopto | nextsessionwill be on Tuesday, Thur$lood trail, along with techniques anéducation course, call Hopper at (7

be asuccessortothe Apostles.” The Salina Diocese isthe largestdiocese, by area, in Kansas and serves day and Saturday, Sept. 11, 13, and &rget shooting with bows. 462-3367 or Young at (785) 462-7€
52,000 people with 45 priests. The Bishop, in this photo, addressed young people at a students’ mass The idea of having a outdoor skills The day is free and Hopper said alh the Goodland area, call Mike H
this morning. day was prompted by Hopper andquipment and materials will be availper, Wildlife and Parks game ward

Bennie Young, area game warden, aadble at the site, located six miles nort{i785) 899-5199.

Governor meets privately with foster care representatives on \Wednesday

By JOHN HANNA Graves, but the governor did expred997. SRS turned over adoption seGraves said in a statement. years. It avoided doing so by paying s
Associated Press Writer his support for continuing to have themices to private organizations in 1996. Democratic legislative leaders have The providers are: Youthville; Thecontractors 74 cents on the dolla
TOPEKA (AP) — Gov. Bill Graves provide services. Also, they agreed The governor and SRS officials havproposed creating a state commissidtarm Inc., of Emporia; Kaw Valleyoutstanding debts. ]
met privately with representatives ofhey needed to say more publicly abosaid repeatedly that foster care seio oversee foster care services. Sendenter Inc., of Kansas City; the Kan- But participants in the meeting s
the nonprofit groups that provide foshow services for children have imvices, once the subject of alawsuit ovétinority Leader Anthony Hensley, D-sas Children’s Service League, dheyneedtoreturnthe focusto sen
ter care services for abused and nproved. conditions for children, have improvedopeka, described Graves’ meeting alichita; and St. Francis Academy Incfor children and how, for examp
glected children. “The conversation was very collabosince the groups took over. his administration “just going throughof Salina. children are spending less than hal
The two-hour session Wednesdamative and very genial,” said Carl Mar- However, Graves has acknowledgetie motions.” Youthville officials have said thetime onaverage infoster care than
came as legislators continued to haw, interim president of United Meth-that some providers have faced finan-“It's just a public relations stunt toagency’s bankruptcy won't affect serdid before the private groups took o
questions about the state’s decision talist Youthville, of Newton, which cial difficulties. make people feel good,” Hensley saidices for children and Martin said the “If anyone would ask a new serv
turn foster care programs over to prfiled for bankruptcy in June to obtain “I left the meeting with a better un- The state has about 3,700 children agency is working on a new businegystemto be developed overnight,
vate groups and the financial problentsne to reorganize. derstanding of what our not-for-profifoster care, and five organizationplan. Last year, Lutheran Social Seould anticipate thatthe organizati
the groups have faced. Private organizations began providagencies do on adaily basis, and | thimiversee those services under contrawtses, of Wichita, the state’s sole adopvould struggle on the financial sid
Participants said the meeting didnihg services for the Department of Sahey can now better appreciate the sitsigned last year. The state can rengien contractor from 1996 to 2000said Bob Hartman, the KCSL's exe
result in any specific plans froncial and Rehabilitation Services iration from the state’s point of view,"those contracts each year for up to fothreatened to file for bankruptcy.  tive director.

Labor negotiations close at Farmland refinery in Coffeyville [inthisissue:

WICHITA (AP) — With gasoline notalk of strike —and negotiations aréme,” Osborn said in a telephone ingajd they are a long way from a strikeyorkers, is negotiating with its six
prices soaring at the pump, rumors @irogressing so well that there is a poterview in between negotiation sesgnd may actually be close to an agreenions through their metal trades cou
a possible labor strike at Farmland'sibility of a contract vote as early asions. Thatassessment was echoedf¥nt. “I'm not saying that it is a doneil. About 200 workers are represente
refinery in Coffeyville has raised fear$-riday evening. the union’s negotiator Mike Blake deal, I'm saying that is a possibility,’by one of those unions, and their cop-
that a shutdown there could spur evenPlant manager Keith Osborn saidtho said no strike authorization votgajd Blake, an electrician at the facikract expires at 11:59 p.m. Friday.
higher gas prices. Wednesday a strike is unlikely. has even beentaken, nor have negotirand the president of the metal trades|f no contract agreementis reache

Butnegotiators for Farmland and the “We continue to talk and we don’tions broken down to the point that ggouncil. negotiators will extend the contract t
unions said Wednesday there has besge it going that far at this point ifiederal mediator has beencalledin. HeThe refinery, which employees 30&he next negotiation meeting.

Legislators seek understanding of school spending and spet

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators aretrict budgets, hoping to determine a The auditapproved Wednesday wapending. public.”
asking auditors to study the numerowmmon method for comparing exrequested by Senate President Daveé'We want a budget that people can The state spends more than $2.3 b
methods the state’s 304 school districgenditures among the districts. AudiKerr, R-Hutchinson. Legislators exunderstand,” said Rep. Dean Newtofipn on public education. School disf % ]
use to report how they spend their nickers will compare budget documents gfressed concern during the 2001 sdR-Prairie Village and member of théricts had until Aug. 25 to certify their {' BT
els and dimes. three large districts and three small dision that there were no documentsegislative Post Audit Committee budgets with the state, detailing hov | SFc L l L

State auditors will spend the nexticts and reportto legislators after theeadily available that allowed them téWe need a valid comparison betweefederal, state and local revenues el e s m
three months digging into school dis2002 session begins in January.  compare expenditures and track schaathools that is more accessible to thspent. 61

s Briefly

Weather: Heat Iosing out commissioners meet Friday observance of the Labor Day holiday. Deadlines for thygerating Monday, Sept. 3 for the Labor Day weekend

The Colby region forecast through Labor Day continue§ he Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 a@’_ESday' Sept. 4 edition are as follows: classified word adsste will not be picked up on Monday, but will be pic
to call for some thunderstorm activity, lows in the 55-&®iday in the commissioners room of the courthouse.

(J)day, Aug. 31 atnoon. up on Tuesday, Sept. 4, along with the regular yard

range, highs in the 80s, partly cloudy conditions and wiragmointments were scheduled at press time. The commis- . route, said Gerry Bieker, public works director. For c
generally light. Colby’s high Wednesday was 91 and tieners will meet next on Tuesday, Sept. 4, because ofk@dlgate party Friday tions, call 462-4410.
overnight low this morning was 60. Labor Day holiday on Monday, their usual meeting day. Norhe Colby High School Booster Club will hold a tailgat .. .
Precipitation for the month, with one more day left, rappointments are scheduled for that meeting, either. Phgty at Dennen Field on Friday, Aug. 3, beginning at5 p.éheCkS awaiting winners
mains at 1.71 inches. The soil temperature at the four-inohrthouse will be closed in observance of Labor Day.prior to the football game against Atwood, which starts afAnyone with a premium check for an open class o

depth is averaging 80 degrees. 7:30 p.m. Hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, chips asmtiy at the Thomas County Fair needs to pick it up
The records forAug. 30: 104in 1922 and 40 in 10Mthe . drink will be served, booster officials said. Thomas County Extension Office in the county office c
daily temperatures, precipitation and records are providéafflce closed, no paper Monday plex at 350 S. Range, Colby. Fair board secretary

by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension CenteThe Colby Free Press office will be closed on MondzN,O yard waste pickup Monday Cook said checks will not be mailed. The office pho
Colby.) Sept. 3, and no newspaper will be published that day ifhe City of Colby Sanitation Department will not bé62-4582.
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