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School district budget survives lively hearing

By JAY KELLEY ; { ster school system. “They ran out of He also claimed the school’s te
Colby Free Press ! i money last year, so they got rid of theology program was spoiling the ki

The Colby School Board approvefi t | superintendent and principal and hiréNo child in Colby will go into the re.
the 2001-02 budget on a5-2 vote amfd - one person to do both jobs. You'vevorld and getthis (level) technolog
flaring tempers and verbal fireworks - _ raised the budget to get your 5-8 per- Chris Latta, Colby High School v
Tuesday night. 2 cent (salary) increase.” cal teacher who was on hand for

Lloyd and Ruth Theimer were the
only ones on hand to protest the bufl-
get as school board president Stan
Molstad opened the hearing.

Theimer, a vocal critic of the board,
said, “Tonight, I'm going to unload the
whole load of hay.”

He gave board members a packpt
that explained the prices of commodj|-
ties overthe last 100 years. “Tonight/’
Theimer said, “I think, when you have
heard a summary of what is in thege
packets, | think you will agree tha
things are terribly wrong.”

According to Theimer, things startedl
to go wrong after the devaluation gf
American money by President Roose
veltin 1933. The price of wheat has nt
kept up with the cost of doing businegs
and taxation.

“The price of wheat ($2.60) is only
75 cents above the 100 year average
($1.85), yet combines cost $250,000}”
he said.

“It's time that our public institutions
of learning begin to recognize thgt
spending of monies comes secondly o
nottaxing ourselves out of existence
he said.

During his 30-minute speech, Thei
mer asked the board how many in the
district would work for the wages

Board member Cathy Gordon askedther meeting, disputed that, sayin
“How many students do they have?"hometown of Omaha would like to
Nielsen asked about the technologgble to give their students this edu
Brewster used and what it cost, tbon.
which Holloway replied, “They have Theimertoldthe boardthatIBMt
computers.” told former Representative Ga
“ljustwantto make sure we’re comMollenkamp not to “waste money
paring apples to apples here,” saigchnology.”
Nielsen. Lattareplied, “Talk to Wayne Wie
“Alot of our budget is technology,(technology teacher), they're teact
and you have always supported tectvhat IBM told them to (at the hi
nology,” he added. “Maybe we shouldchool.)
getrid of technology.” Milleradded onarecenttriptolo
“Sure, fire the teachers and hire momnd eastern Nebraska he had dis
administrators, that's what you want,red taxes much higher with commn
Holloway retorted. ity prices lower.
Theimer told the board, “I thought | Tempers again flared whenthe'
was clear that Colby isn't alone, agriget came up for a vote.
culture had more problems than any of Holloway said he would not vote
you.” the budget and asked, “When did
Molstad reminded Holloway thatboard work on the budget?”
the two of them had worked on teach- Molstad replied, “The door (to t
ers’ salaries during negotiations, raigusiness office) is open day and nig
ing them $105,000 and asked, “Where Theimer jumped to his feet a
did you think that money was cominglaimed, “That’s a secret meeting,
from?” board doesn’t have that right.”
Board member Gerry Fulwider told Molstad retorted, “It's a violation f
Holloway, “Mr. Theimer believes whata board member to talk to the busi
he has beentelling us. He is fighting fananager?”
his survival. Bill (Miller) is sincerein  “That’s not what | said,” Theim
his comments, but | grow weary o€laimed, butwould notretract his st
your personal agenda to remove omeent that the board would end up

earned during the depression, them administrator.” lating the law.
said, “that’s the price of wheat.” JAYKELLEY/Colby Free Press vy attacked my wife at the last Holloway claimed, “l went to Kir
Theimer contended farmers such ghere were a lot of no-shows at Tuesday night’s Colby School District budget hearing as evidenced in this meeting, is that all right?” said(Nielsen) right after | got on the bo:
himself could no longer afford thephoto. The only people present to question the budget were Lloyd and Ruth Theimer, district patrons. The Holloway. and he told me my vote didn’t cour
taxes being levied and were in danggtdget was approved on a 5-2 vote. Molstad intervened, saying, “That's “I didn’t, | said you needed thr
of losing their farms if they increased. it! We're not talking about budget anymore votes,” Nielsen replied.
_Healso told the board that the taxaocal option budget before a public Miller answered, “I guess I'd like tocosts and fireworks erupted. more.” “Discussion is what this meeting
tion was a real burden on a populatiofpte was required. hit that ceiling a little slower.” Holloway asked Nielsen to name Theimer told the board he was paybout,” said Theimer, “this board |
that is decreasing. DeYoung answered thatitwas alittle Miller also asked how the increasene administrative position that hathg $3,000 in taxes for the college anithe right to turn the budget down.”

“Somewhere alongthelinewe_won’tnore than $900,000 and Miller askeith the budget was justified in light obeen cut and Nielsen said none. high school, services he didn’tuse.  After another heated exchang
need what we have for education bguperintendentKirk Nielsen, “What dahe opposition to a new building in the “In fact, we've added administra- DeYoung reminded him that hisvhich Molstad told Theimer he w
cause there won'tbe anybody here,” ige do then?” high school onthe grounds of notwanters,” said Holloway. Nielsen disputedyrandchildren do use the services, tut of order and he refused to ackn
said. After Theimer finished, board “When you hitthe ceiling, you haveing to increase taxes. that claim hotly, saying they had addedhich he replied, “I got a better eduedge it until he was ignored, the bc
member Bill Miller asked Jo DeYoungto cut something,” Nielsen said, add- “We don’t have a choice,” answeredome secretaries, but no new adminisation than they are getting. Theoted 5-2 to pass the budget, v
business manager for the school difrg, “We have cut positions everyNielsen. Board member Wilburrtrators. Holloway changed tack an@heimer family has built three highHolloway and Miller the dissenti
trict about the limit of authority on ayear.” Holloway brought up administrativebrought up recent events at the Brewgchools, when does it end?” votes.

Commissioners act
Some trucks could be In trouble using roads in Thomas County

By MAXINE NELSON state and federal highways do. Thteaffic. other misconception. She said Bigclude perishables and frozen foodetery. She questioned if the name c
Colby Free Press resolution does not prohibit trucks But we do want to take care of ouBrothers Big Sisters had asked RC&D The Genesis-Thomas County Foockmetery is ‘Colby Cemetery.’ T

After a 15-minute executive sessiotraveling within the county, or makingfarmers and local traffic.” to assist with writing a grant for fundBank is located in the Thomas Countyommissioners could find no evide
with County Attorney Allan Taylor to deliveries or pickups in the county, In other business: ing, and implied their funding had bee®ffice Complex, 350 S. Range, Suitefa name change and decidedto |
discuss litigation, the Thomas Countgommissioners said. » The commissioners spent someut by Juvenile Justice. She said Big. Food Bank hours are Wednesdays flte decision up to the cemetery bo
Commissioners said at their Tuesday “Our county roads are not designetime trying to confirm a rumor, butBrothers Big Sisters had been fundeeim.-noon and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. The cemetery board is taking do
meeting that they intend to enforce for trucks weighing 85,000 poundswere not able to do so. Responding through a startup grant from the Kan- The Food Bank provides food fotions to build an archway at the e
resolution prohibiting traffic on countydoing 55 miles per hour (the speed limé hearsay information that the Commusas Advisory Group, and not by JuvéFhomas County residents. entrance of the cemetery on Cou
roads by heavy trucks which do natn county roads) or faster,” said conmity Corrections office in Colby wasnile Justice. Food and assistance for transients@ub Drive.
have a destination in Thomas Countgission chair Ron Evans. going to be closed, they called Peggy ¢ Rosalie Seemann brought a proavailable atthe Law Enforcement Cen- Any surplus money collected will
They want these trucks to use state or “It costs $40,000 to build a mile ofPratt, Northwest Kansas Juvenile Sdamation declaring September Genedisr. toward finishing the wrought irc
federal highways which are designegood road and the taxpayers of Thomages director in Oberlin, who said shef Thomas County Month « The commissioners did some réence which is going up around
to carry heavy loads. County should not have to pay to repaknew nothing about closing the office. She said Genesis had been organizeghrch to find outif the name of Beulabemetery.

The resolution was passed becausgads torn up by trucks not doing busi- They then called John Trembleyin 1993 to help provide food for needemetery is really Beulah Cemetery. The commissioners will meet ne»
semis can weigh up to 85,000 poundsess in the county”. director of Northwest Kansas Commupersons. According to Seemann, in 1963 th@ a.m. Monday in the commissior
County roads do not have the base toCommissioner Glen Kersenbrockity Corrections, who said he knew They recently received anothe€olby Cemetery District Number Iroom of the courthouse.
handle that kind of weight constantlyadded, “We do not have enough moneything of such a closing. freezer, and a refrigerator and wantemdas organized to provide structure and All meetings are open to the puk
the commissioners said, noting thab build roads to handle that kind of Pratt said she wanted to clear up ateencourage people to donate food, taxing authority for care of the cemand input is appreciated.

Gray County wind farm has impact | Council approves software upgrades

MONTEZUMA (AP) — It’'s not change istaking place, and somethirgd several sightseers come in for : .
working at full capacity yet, but condike the wind farm is a change. This ikunch, so we have met a lot of ne vBY PATTY DECKER - coming ap”parent we need the equigeneral Iedgler, payroll, and ac
struction of a wind farm has alreadgomething thatis quite visible and capeople that way. The wind farm has jubt Uiz PlEes Sy e Counis payable.

The Colby City Council approved Following council’'s approval, Mike The upgrade, he said, would bg
the purchase of wide area networklbers, technology director, was disically move the systems form 4
testing equipment, along with softrected to have arepresentative demddOS-based program to a Windows

Jvare updates at its meeting Tuesdajrate the options in order to determirteased program.
night. what piece of equipmentis needed. TheConfiguring the new system ha

Carolyn Armstrong, city managergcost is estimated at $5,600 to $6,50fken completed, Albers said. Th
said that tracking problems with avith money being used from the Muether upgrades would include mi
computer on the wide area networkicipal Equipment Reserve Fund fograting the current version to th¢
have prompted the need for the pucomputer upgrades. new server and doing a data conve

chase. “This item was budgeted for In addition, Albers spoke about theion. The estimated cost of the ug
2002,” she said, “butitis rapidly beneed in upgrading the software used fgrade would be about $7,000.

had a positive impact on the econontye seen by those driving down the higlbeen really good for business.”
of Gray County. way.” Kim Legleiter, director of Stauth

Restaurants, gas stations and hardWiswell said hotels in Dodge CityMemorial Museum in Montezuma
ware stores inthe area reportincreaskdve also benefitted from constructiosaid the wind farm has also increas
business from construction workera/orkers and curious passersby whaeaffic at the museum, especially o
building the Gray County Wind Farmstop to look at the wind farm. weekends.

“Basically in a small community, Doni Berg, manager of the Corner- The project will also help farmer
you are always looking for somethingtone Cafe, said the wind farm has defitho have turbines on their land. Th
new,” said Montezuma Mayor Chestenitely helped her business. will receive a certain amount of mone
Wiswell. “It has boosted our business aboetich year for each turbine that sits

“We live in a time when economic$50 a day,” she said. “We have eveheir land.

s Briefly

Weather: Cooler precipitation. The records for Sept. 5: 108in 1931 (the hijftan found dead in his home Siren tests announced

Much cooler weather is expected to move into the Co recorded temperature in Colby for the month of Sefy 5y e __ Richard Jones, 35, of Hoxie was found deadThe Thomas County tornado sirens will be tested

area as the weekend nears, says the National Weather p_er) and 40in 196The daily temperatures, precipiin his home at about 7 p.m., on Monday, Sept. 3, autharm. on Monday, Sept. 10, if the weather is clear, ac

I%&Ielon and records are provided by the Northwest Kansgs said Tuesday. ing to John Lygeros, emergency management coordi

vice. But before then, look for hot and windy conditions. h-E on C Colb
Tonight, partly cloudy, lows around 60 and south winds T€S€arch-Extension Center, Colby.) Hoxie Police Chief John Bieker said that at this time it is

20 mph. Thursday, partly sunny, very windy 15-25 mph %tb' .. not believed the death was due to any criminal action.\!\}o . .

ofthe south with gusts up to around 35 mph and very wéklditions set at college other details were provided. eterans benefits to be outlined

with highs up to 95 possible. Auditions for the upcoming performance “Heaven Can The American Legion is conducting its annual Ka
Thursday night, cloudy, a 30 percent chance for thund#git” will be held next week at Colby Community College Veterans Affairs Tours and will stop in Colby at 6 p

storms and lows near 60. Friday, thunderstorms possé#aliel Debbie Schwanke, publicinformation director. ActdesOllege pool still closed Sunday, Sept. 9, at 1850 W. 4th.

with highs only in the 70s. Saturday and Sunday, overniglg needed to fill a variety of parts in this play with audi-The Colby Community College pool remains closed forOfficials said that all veterans and their families ar
lows could dip down to around 45, with highs in the upgérns planned for Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 10 and 1iepairs and renovation, and maintenance director Eugeétes to attend this meeting and learn more about the
70s to maybe 80. Tuesday’s high in Colby was 91 and The.m. in the Cultural Arts Building on the campus. FBiobert said he is hoping to have the pool reopenedchgnges in veterans’ benefits, filing claims, and enrc
overnightlow this morning was 55. There was no additioqalestions, call Walter Yuhre, drama department, 462-39@@nday, Sept. 10. in the health care system.
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