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Earlymorningblaze |
damages Colby business =

By JAY KELLEY
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Colby Free Press
A Colby business that escaped destruction in the Aug. 16 blaze thafcon-
sumed two businesses on East Fourth Street was heavily damaged by fire this
morning.
Employees at P & D Auto Repair, 335 E. Fourth were repairing a gas¢line
tank on a pickup when the tank fell, spilling gasoline. Workers attempted to
shut off ignition sourcesinthe area, but they were unable to work fast engugh.
“All the ignition sources were up to code (at least 24 inches off the flogr,”)
said Colby Fire Service Officer J.L. Ellis, the incident commander. “With
the amount of vapor, | don't know if they could have been high enough}”
Firefighters made an aggressive exterior attack using 2 1/2 inch firehpses.
A crew was also sent into the front of the building with smaller 1 3/4 hosés to
prevent the fire from spreading into the offices.
“We have a lot of smoke and a little heat damage (in the office,”) said Rllis,
but firefighters were able to keep the blaze confined to the north side qf the
building. S
Although the fire was stopped, Ellis said damage was extensive. In addi-
tion to several heavily damaged vehicles, the structural steel of the bui|ding
itself was subjected to intense heat and fire.
“The building is going to have to be inspected,” he said. “It took a feal
beating.”
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RIGHT: Hi-Plains Co-op employee Justin Wright looks on nervously as smoke pours out of P & D Auto mained undamaged. LEFT: Colby Fire Department Captain Jeff Unger trained a water stream into P & D
Repair about 8 a.m. this morning. The fire heavily damaged the business, but the Co-op gas station re- Auto Repair. Business owners Pat Sumner and Dave Bixenman, along with Josh Schwartz held the hose.

Anthrax cases prompting criminal investigation | state settles with 39 of 40
e r e i ey v nchectite and gos ekt ere worindl @ companies in fuel gouging

a criminal investigation into the sourcéhrough the night into Thursday col-

of anthrax contamination at a supetecting evidence in the newspaper of- The FBlis going throth the bU|Id|ng on TOPEKA (AP) — Thirty-nine of Wednesday do not include statior
market tabloid after learning a thirdices of American Media, Inc., whicha methodical basis. Floor by floor, cubicle by 40 companies named in a gasolirié Johnson, Shawnee and Wyando
employee was exposed. publishes six tabloids. cubicle ” price gouging investigation after th&ounties where _Iocal prosecutors a
The announcement marked the most“The FBI is going through the build- e terrorist attacks have agreed totaking legal action.
declarative statement yet about an aimg on a methodical basis. Floor by Hector Pesquera, FBI settlement with the attorney gen- A_s part of the settlement, the con
thrax investigation that comes as thoor, cubicle by cubicle, area by area” eral’s office. Companies, represenfani€s thatqhargeo_l more than $2.
nation is on a heightened terrorisraaid FBI special agent Hectoside the company headquarters.  added “thisis notatime for premature ing 63 gasoline and diesel statiorizer gallon will contribute more thay
alert. Officials have hinted that it couldPesquera. The search so far has turned up menclusions and inaccurate reportingl” statewide, have agreed to participaf 7,250 to the Sept. 11 relief efforf

turn into a criminal investigation but Attorney General JohnAshcroft saifurther sign of anthrax since traces Company employees began taking in the Gasoline and Service Statioﬁnq $15,570 to the state for inves
never have been so assertive about theestigators are working to identifywere discovered on the computer keplood tests on Wednesday at the Consumer Aid Program, Attorneygative fees. Nearly all the money hz
direction of the probe. the type of anthrax and how it showelloard of Robert Stevens, 63, who diezbmpany’s offices. General Carla Stovall said. been received by the state, s3
The bacteria has already killed onep at the AMI office. He downplayedFriday of inhaled anthrax, an espe- Health officials have emphasizefl “These settlements can putan ugpokesman Mark Ohlemele_r. Itisn
man and put a co-worker in the hospspeculation that the anthrax may hawgally rare form of the disease. Cothatthere is no public health threat. Afj- conscionable result of the tragedgnown how much money will be re
tal, prompting widespread concerbeen taken from a lab. worker Ernesto Blanco, 73, has beghraxtests at Stevens’ home were negabehind us, along with assurancdgnded to consumers who paid e
about bioterrorism. But the FBI said “I have absolutely no evidence tan a Miami hospital since Monday aftive, said Dr. Jean Malecki, director df from the retailers that this type of€ssive prices for fuel.
there was no evidence linking the arindicate that the anthrax in Florida water he was found to have anthrax sporése Palm Beach Health Department| situation will not occur again,” However, the lone holdout face
thrax to a terrorist group. stolenfrom any lab,” he said on NBC'#n his nose. The anthrax bacterium normally has Stovall said. restitution and penalties up t
Anasal swab taken from a 35-yeatToday Show.” “We don’t have any “Thisis so devastatingto me and mgn incubation period of up to seve The incidents, which occurred ir$10,000 for each sale of overpricg
old woman, whose name wasn't reability to announce any source of theompany,” AMI chief executive Daviddays, but could take up to 60 days fothe hours following the Sept. 11 atfuel.

leased, tested positive for the presenamthrax.” Pecker said on CNN's “Larry Kingdevelop. tacks, saw some station owners rais-Stovall said she will file charge
of anthrax, U.S. Attorney Guy Lewis The woman was one of more thahive.” Pecker said he thought hiscom- “This can happen to anybody.] ing the price of fuel to as high as $89ainst Charles R. Wood O_l| CQW
said Wednesday. She was being treate®00 people tested by health officialpany was being targeted. Pecker said. “This can happen to Tinje per gallon of regular unleaded gasdany of Leavenworth for violation

with antibiotics at a hospital and hewho took nasal swabs and blood testsPesquera said the anthrax contanWarner. This can happen to the Newline. The agreements announce?f the Consumer Protection Act.
condition was notimmediately knownfrom those who recently had been imation was limited to the building andfork Times.”

Weather: Breezy Santos was elected national commander during the clpatters wanted for special day animals for children who need a friend, said Sarah t
Breezy conditions best describe Colby’s forecast for 'Bg session of the Legion’s National Convention in Sa %ne ofthe collection organizers. Drop-boxes are loca

> " "Organizers of the first “A Day In My Community,” aré” )
night, Friday and Saturday, said the National Weather $tonio in August. He will have coffee at the Colby Po gingg all Thomas Countians t)c/> takeypart in todail/’s kgpillons and the Colby Community College bookstore
vice this morning. Tonight, clear early then becomirg 20 W- 4th, from 4:30-5:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 18,5 Family and Community Educators’ writing everit.Thursday, Nov. 1. Forinformation or questions, call
cloudy, a 30 percent chanc’e for showers, lows 35-40 ing h'.s. tour Santos d'SCL.‘SS the Legion's 2002 legistaren Larmer, area coordinator, asks that people intere&fgtf2-3100.
southV\'/est winds 10-20 mph, shifting to th’e northwest 8¢ priorities, including National Secur!ty and Defen.fs writing ajOI’JrnaI of their thou'ghts and life should pic . .
25 mph with gusts 35-40 mp'h late. Friday, mostly clou terans H_ez(ajltg Clire, and:lag .Pmtef“o_”- Sgntos Vc\é" & form at either the Prairie Museum of Art and Histog,u nter education course upcoming
30 percent chance for showers, highs 50-55 and north&§PmPanied by Kansas American Legion State Cos5haar Memorial Library or the Thomas County Exten-There will be a hunter education course offered thi
winds 20-30 mph. Friday night, partly cloudy, breezy, IoW%anger Elgln \Illvgwbor:g' ?g(anslasdcgy, kand Vice Corgiyn Office. Forms can be returned to any of these thogéhe The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks,
30-35 and northerly winds 10-20 mph. Saturday and SBgnder RUSSEell shughart, Dveriand Fark. locations from Oct. 12 through Oct. 22 or they can be maiedunteer instructors, and the Colby Recreation De
urday night, partly cloudy to cloudy, highs in the lower 6@3ir| Scouts to sponsor craft fair to: A Day In My Community, General Delivery, Colbyment. The course will be held at the Colby Commt
and lows in the 40s with winds 10-20 mph. Sunday, partl)ﬁrafters from as far as Great Bend and Burlin dﬁa'] 67701. For questions, call Larmer at 462-3610. Building and those planning to attend must be pres
. ; . . P gton, al . ' AR
\(j\l/ogdy vglth the gtl_)ghsdlr;]the mu_nldrlleI SOs.hC_:oIby s hidfyih local vendors, will be in Colby on Saturday, Oct. 8jgn dedication planned Friday _zli_lrl1th§ seSS|?nhs, said Benr)lyl/go_llj_ng.\(ljvlth vgldhfzesanddp_
29e Pnes. aywasbsanat eoan(a)r;yg ;]ovx?st |hsmorn|rI]]g articipate in this year’s Craft-a-Ganza. The event eac{i, o parent Teacher Organization in conjunction Wiﬂbe Oate52c5) ft ecg%rgem eg.ggs ay, gts ar(;
9 recpiaionremans 10 G nchos r homerth it gz ool G Scut vl b ey L oo Lo S 1 LTEA A Ot 2 fom e 805, (0650 and St
ing 64 dpe rees and 58 degrees atpthe weathyer servicagse Colby Community Building from 9 a.m. 10 3 -M-emony ofthe new sign for the school, said Crystal Standagisin 2 to 4 p.m. Students .alsgneéd to re-gnroll att
Ggodlandg The records forgOct 11: 90 in 1955 and 17, hese crafters will be offering woodcrafts, baked goo e ofthe coordinators. The eventis Friday, Oct. 12, at Z8@s Den I:1115 S. Franklin in Colby lgor questions
o SO flower art, fleece products, jewelry designs, sweatshjts, ' e, ' )2 RoNeA
1896.(The daily temperatures, precipitation and recorgs) ..o made candles and handiworks of crocheting andﬁfg.olrr]\ cf:ruot?itnOf trii?ﬂﬁ%h?fetﬁg;mvﬁ?g I\ﬁNélll Iggllilr?tt%r(]ae%) 462-6631; (785) 462-7602; or (785) 462-3367
are provided by the Northwest Kansas Research—Extenﬁqug’” said Jan Barnum, one ofthe coordinators. Along w g, g p

Center, Colby.) the wide variety of craft items, holiday and year ‘rou ejlggtnand brief remarks by Colby Superintendent K'gtudents to rake leaves
) products will also be available. “Come on down to the ' . The Colby High School Service Club is planning a c
Legion Commander to Colby community building, have a homemade lunch at our coreddy bear collection underway munity-wide fall leaves clean-up day through the se

American Legion National Commander Ric Santos eéssion stand and get a headstart on Christmas shoppinghj Theta Kappa, the international honor society of tweeekend of November, said Roni Dietz, adult advisa
Maryland will tour the Sunflower State beginning Oct. 1ghe said. year colleges, is collecting teddy bears and other stufiedlse wanting to have their leaves raked, call 465-5:
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