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Hoxie couple pondering [~ o.1usisCoby
recovery of stolen vehicle || LT e

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
For Gus and Patty Ochs of Hoxie it . . . .
was a relief to |eamyabout last week's At first, we were in total disbelief that

capture of the couple involved in @Ur Jeep had been stolen...then we were an-
high-speed chase through Thoma@ry ”
County last August. e )
But for the Ochs family, the night- Patty Ochs, Hoxie
mare isn't quite over. They were just
one of many victims who happened to “The one positive thing that Pattynisdemeanor theft, along with two
cross paths back in August with Krisand I have talked about with this wholeounts of misdemeanor criminal dan
topher Aaron Lambert, 21, and Tinardeal is that we are glad these peopdge to property.”
Janice Pearce, 23, who allegedly stojiest took our vehicle rather than harm
their white Jeep Cherokee parked atyone else,” he said.
Hoxie Grain Co., after eluding authori- “Atfirst,” Patty said, “we were both
ties earlier that day. in total disbelief that our Jeep had be
Atfirst, the Ochs family thought thestolen and then we were angry that th
Jeep wasn’t ever going to show upouple just waltzed into our town and The couple was apprehended |n
again, but then they received wortbok something without any regard foAngelton, Texas, on Monday, Oct. §
from Tremonton, Utah authorities iranother’s property.” after police were called to a motel onla
late August that it had been recoveredShe added that they were both glatbmestic dispute. "
— with a price tag of more than $50@he two were caught in Texas. Pearce surrendered immediately pt|Sas.
owing on storage and towing. “Our restitution lies in the fact thathe scene, but her companion, Lam-f % =
“We have, for the most part, endethey were caught and justice has bebsrt, fled on foot. .
up with the bill,” said Gus late lastserved —whatever happens from here He was eventually taken into cug-
week, since the expenses and the dm out with our Jeep — we will get itody after a 20-year Air Force veterah
ductible ontheir comprehensive insuback somehow,” Patty said. became suspicious of Lambert and i
ance are nearly the same. As of today, C.D. Hopper, an investook off after him with a 12-inch wire| [&d
The Jeep has been sitting in a stdigator with the Thomas County Shebrush used for cleaning his barbecyef
age facility since the end of August andff’s office said that the paperwork isgrill.
Gus said it's notan easy time of the yearorder to extradite the female accom- The veteran, Rudy Karen, 59, ag- | |
for his family to just pack up and takelice, Pearce, back to Colby. cording to Angelton police, beat Lam} |&
a 1,000 mile trip to northern Utah. “If all goes well,” he said, “shebert with the brush as Lambert tried fo |-
So, for now, the Ochs are looking athould be back here by Wednesdascape capture. r
options and trying to figure out the bestight and charged with aggravated Within minutes, authorities arrestefl =
way to handle the situation. burglary, kidnapping, felony theft and_ambert without further incident. &

Navy band concert set in Goodland

GOODLAND — The “Commo- of a national tour, and are being spomusic. The concertis free, but tickets
dores,” the United States Navy Band'sored by the Goodland School Districire required. These are available lpy JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

jazz ensemble from Washington, D.GndThe Goodland Daily News. sending a self-addressed, stamped ¢€n-Rjchard Santos, right, National Commander of the American Legion visited the Colby American Legion
will present a free concertat 7:30 p.m. The Navy Band Commodores feavelope to: Navy Band Commodorel  post Wednesday as part of his national tour. Also pictured are Elgin Wahlborg, State Commander for
Monday, Nov. 5, at Max Jonegure 19 top jazz and "big band” musi€oncert, c/o The Goodland Daily Kansas, and Russell Shughart, State Vice-Commander. Santos told about 20 Legion members about

Fieldhouse in Goodland. cians offering a mixture of stylesrangNews, 1205 Main, Goodland, Kan.  an assistance hotline for family members of deployed servicemen and a Legion program to help ser-
This special performance by théng from authentic sounds of the swing7735. Tickets may also be picked Up vicemen returnto civilian life.

Navy’'s premier jazz ensemble is padra to the contemporary high-enerdyeginning Friday athe Daily News

Fire’s aftermath _ _ _
Uncertain future for Colby businessmen following last week’s fire

By JAY KELLEY know if they can rebuild or not. repair. Wagoner were trying clean up the spillvon’t know whether they can until théonging to them and their four empl
Colby Free Press  Their building was heavily damaged “The beams in the back are bent amdthough both were inthe center of theasurance is settled. ees were also destroyed.

Afire last Thursday that destroyedhe morning of Oct. 11 when a pilotwisted from the heat,” said Sumneflash fire, they were treated for only “I'm too old to go to the bank and They say they would like to rebu

a Colby business leftthe owners uncdight apparently ignited fumes from & he fire started in the rear of the buildminor injuries and released by Citizensorrow a bunch of money,” saidn the site of the old building, but tt

tain about their future. gasoline spill. ing, where Bixenman and Tony WagMedical Center. Sumner. They also have to replacae afraid a new building might not

Pat Sumner and David Bixenman Firefighters were able to bring th@ner were removing a fuel tank. “It could have been alotworse,” saithousands of dollars worth of diagnogeasible. For now, all they can dt

say they are waiting to hear from thelslaze under control in about an hour, The tank spilled its contents an@ixenman. Both said they would likeic equipment, destroyed by heat anaait, but Bixenman said, “It will
insurance company before they wibut the building was damaged beyorfthshed into fire while Bixenman ando be able to get back to work, but theymoke. In addition, personal tools bavork out, it always does.”

Council reviews viaduct removal plans at Tuesday meeting

By PATTY DECKER manager. “These documents will be The preliminary plans at city hall, haorth of the railroad tracks and west afuct) removal,” he said.
Free Press Editor available for people to review here aaid, show design for the bridge beinpe road north on Seventh St. The first of many meetings aboutth
The Colby City Council reviewedcity hall during regular hours (8 a.mremoved and how the road will be “Ithinkit’'simportantto emphasize proposed plans for removing the vig
plans from the state for removing thto 5 p.m.),” she said. brought down to an at-grade crossirthough, thatthese are very preliminamuct are expected to begin nearthe e
viaduct and at-grade crossing on N. Rex Fleming, Topeka, who is thevith the railroad tracks. It also detailplans of what the state is proposinggdf October, he said. However, a da
Range Ave. at its meeting Tuesdayad design leader for the viaduatidening of the road at the railroadhe said. Along with the removal of thevas not yet scheduled.
night. The maps provide detailed inforproject in Colby, said today that théracks and temporary easements wittiaduct, Fleming said the state islook- “This will be a design-related andg
mation on the preliminary proposal byplans are in the very early stages pfoperties that will be affected. ing at a separate detour project.  verytechnical meeting,” Fleming said.
the Kansas Department of Transportdevelopment and prior to any final Inaddition, Fleming said the state is “This is another phase of preparingVe will be planning other activitiesin
tion, said Carolyn Armstrong, cityplans, a series of meetings will be heldonsidering purchasing right of wayor the work prior to the bridge (via-November as well.”

Shawnee County official wants changes in criminal threat law

TOPEKA (AP) —Anortheast Kan-people either have anthrax or wergupervisor who said he leftan envelopeg, said attorney general spokesmdrhe same defendant would face mo
sas district attorney wants t@xposed to anthrax spores. of white powder for co-workers at aitMark Ohlemeier. than three years in prison if convicte MUK WEST NEWSPAPER®
strengthen the state’s criminal threat But since the Sept. 11 attacks, firapartment complex as a joke was ar-Penalties vary depending on thef the most serious level of criminaj |
statutes following recent anthraxand police officials nationwide haveaested Monday and charged with mentefendant’s criminal record, saidhreat. y
hoaxes. responded to numerous false reportsafing and harassment. The powder wasawnee County District Attorney In addition, Hecht said, a defendant I n tOd ay S

Nationwide, a Florida man died othe deadly bacteria. Each case is takieundry detergent, police said. Robert Hecht. with a previous non-person felony o
anthrax and preliminary tests have diseriously, but responding is expensive Currently in Kansas, someone who Defendants without previous felonyis record would face probation or tw: F P
covered at least traces of anthrax fior police and the institution or busimakes a false threat could be charged their record would face probation ifears in prison for the least serious of- ree reSS
New York, Nevada and Washingtomess targeted by the scare. under the felony criminal threat statuteonvicted of the least serious level dense or four years and two months for
D.C. Tests indicate that at least 13 In Littleton, Colo., a maintenancédor requiring the evacuation of a buildaggravated criminal threat, Hecht saithe most serious.

s Briefly

Weather: No changes seen Children’s Theatre in area Youth to collect food ing food and services during this special time are asl
No major weather changes are expected for the Colbyhe Wichita Children’s Theatre Professional TouringThe United Methodist Church Middle School Yout ick up forms at the Genesis-Thomas County offlcer

region anytime soon, said the National Weather Servic€wmpany will perform th@ortoise and Harat area schoolsgroup and the Catholic Youth Organization will be assist- Range, Colby, or c_aII, .(785) 462-7930 for inform:

its forecast this morning. Tonight, partly cloudy, lows in tAhursday and Friday. The age-old story pits the lightniring Colby Girl Scouts in doingrick or Treat so Others CanO! duestions. All applications must be returned to t

lower 40s and southeast winds 5-15 mph, furning to thgt but overconfident hare against the slow but patient Eatfrom 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 21, weather permittiff€ PY Friday, Nov. 2.

north late. Thursday, partly sunny, highs in the lower @0&e. Thursday performances will be in Winona at 9:30 alfthe weather is bad, it will be held Oct. 28. The girls will ]

and north winds 10-20 mph. Thursday night, partly cloudy)d Oakley at 1:30 p.m. Friday performances will belie collecting non-perishable food items for the Genekioliday items needed for sale

lows 30-35. Fri_day t_hrough Sunday, partly cloudy, lowsAtwood at9:30a.m. anq Goodland at 1:30 MDT. The p_Eood Bank. Donors are askedto putthe f_ood on their poraditizens Medical Center Auxiliary is planning its sec

the 30s and highs in the 60s to around 70. Colby’s hfghmance is made possible by the Western Plains Art A&sa bag marked “Girl Scouts.” For more information coBnnual recycled holiday sales and is looking for donz
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As for Lambert, Hopper said he i
still facing charges in Texas and g

tradition date back to Thoma
ounty is pending.
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Tuesday was 70 and the overnight low this morning wasogiation with additional funding from the Kansas Artact Jo Frahm, 462-2082. of new or good used holiday items, said Carolyn Miller
very cool 27. Precipitation remains at 0.45 inches for tiemmission and the National Endowment for the Arts. . . . of the organizers. Donations can be left at 545 Woofte
month. The soil temperature at the four-inch depth is now ., Genesis gearsup for hollday project between Saturday, Oct. 27 and Thursday, Nov. 1. For
averaging 52 degrees. The records for Oct. 17: 96 in 198fter Five’ site announced Genesis-Thomas County, which is the area food bankyith questions or to make other arrangements, call

and 19in 1927 The daily temperatures, precipitationand Business After Five will be held from 5-7 p m. Thursdaygain planning to help families during the holiday seas@f77 or 462-6898. The actual sale will begin on Fr
records are provided by the Northwest Kansas ReseamtFarm Credit of Western Kansas, 375 S. Range. Changh&f Marcy Wasson, chairperson of the Christmas bagket. 2 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 3, fr
Extension Center, Colby.) members and their guests are encouraged to attend. project. Families in need and who are interested in receivn. to 11 a.m. at 545 Woofter Ave.
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