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Groundbreaking ushers in hospital expansion

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor ‘ ‘ 2 | |
~ Citizens Medical Center is expand- | would really like L5 1 . ecovnr hll -
ing its facility by 3,341 square feet in sumnot -
order to house a new radiology addf© thank the board for i S

tionthatwhen completed will house ittheir dedication....”

larger equipment such as the MRI : _

(Magnetic Resonance Imaging), CT Ml.c.hael Boyle.s, CEO at i! '% .

scan (Computerized Tomography), Citizens Medical Center e IV e -

sonogram, mammography, and x-ray L ;% 2T

machines. its granted to the hospital throughja | [V o~
There were two reasons for the adtate program initiated earlier this sunp- — = = |

dition, said Michael Boyles, chief eximer. < :

ecutive officer. The hospital is 20 years old, Boy! ﬂ e 7
Thefirstand foremost, he said, isth&aid, and has seen many expansipr ﬂ v I W

need to continue keeping pace witprojects that have increased its origji-
technology by providing patients witmal size from 41,097 square feet fo |
the highest quality care using state-060,690 square feet once the newgs
the-art equipment in treatment and dphase is completed.

agnosis. During its two decades, the additior|s | .

More room was also necessary, ntiave included an ambulance garage af-: -
only for all the equipment, but as 4,500 square feet in 1983; a northegs
multiple purpose expansion that wiladdition at 2,790 square feet in 1998; |\ &
free up space in the emergency roorand in 1994, a laundry/storage expan-|.i.
in addition to providing office spacesion at 2,580 square feet and emar...
for diagnostic personnel and other segency room/obstetrics expansion ¢f
vices. During the groundbreaking,640 square feet
dedication ceremony held earlier this As Colby’s hospital continues tg
week, Boyles expressed gratitude #xpand and progress in its technology
the board of directors for making thand quality of care, Boyles said, th
addition possible. goal remains patient satisfaction.

“l would really like to thank the The idea of the expansion project |s
board for their dedication in thisnot to take away from other surround-
project,” he said. Those members inAg communities, he said, but rather {o
clude Greg Schafer, chairman; Juditivork with area administrators in prof |
Sears, vice-chair; Vern Schwanke, seeiding services to people in northwesgt |
retary; Kay Weston, treasurer; an{ansas that would otherwise forc I
members Kristie Cox, Kevin Krissthem to travel to Denver or elsewhele
Terry Cousins, Doug Munderloh andior diagnostic reasons. MAXINE NELSON/Colby Free Press
Curt Stephens. The renovation/expansion projectis Citizens Medical Center broke ground on a new radiology addition and Floyd Moore, director of general services for the hospital after the

The addition is expected to costxpected to take seven months with a this week. LEFT: Jim Lambert, left, MRI technologist at the hospital groundbreaking event. RIGHT: Amap of the hospital inthe circled area
more than $350,000 and of thatompletion date tentatively setfor Jurle and Valerie Bliss, director radiology, talked with architect Glenn Strait shows the new addition.
$214,000 is being funded by tax credf 2002.

Smoke gets in their eyes New terrorist response team
will be located 1n Kansas

WASHINGTON (AP) — Kansas is spond quickly to any emergency,” saighorning to say his state would be
getting a specialized military team t&kep. Jim Ryun, R-Kan. Ryun serves afhg a team. Recruitment and trair
respond to terrorist attacks, Defengbe House Armed Services Committeggr the new teams should begin wit
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld an- Eachteamhas22full-time Nationahonths, and the teams are expect
nounced Thursday. Guard members under the direction @fe certified in 2003.

Five new Weapons of Mass Destrutheir governor. Created in response to the 1
tion Civil Support Teams are autho- Their job is to identify the dangennorld Trade Center bombing and 1
rized in this year's Defense Departwhether chemical, nuclear or biologioklahoma City bombing, the tea
ment budget, to be set up in Kansas eal, then advise local authorities 0Rave endured some criticism. In S
well as Alabama, Michigan, Tenneshow to handle it, and prepare for anggmper, the General Accounting
see, and West Virginia. other military units on the way. fice, the investigative arm of Congre

“Here in Kansas, we can breathe a Twenty-seven other states, includecommended a moratorium on adt
little easier knowing that a highlying Missouri, already have the teamgnore teams, saying they need tc
skilled team will be working to detect The Defense Department callegg|ye “problems that undermine tt
problems before they happen and r&ep. Todd Tiahrt, R-Kan., Thursday,sefulness.”

House and Senate poised to send
aviation security bill to president

WASHINGTON (AP) — Congressing under federal control with a federadf view | think it will have a very in
was poised to overwhelmingly paswork force, the legislation moves toportant impact,” said Sen. Jc
legislation to permanently strengtheward inspection of all checked bag$/cCain, R-Ariz., one of the key sp«
airport and airline security and give aequires fortified cockpit doors, in-sors of the Senate-passed legisle
holiday liftto an aviationindustry dev-creases the use of air marshals @fong with Senate Commerce Ce
astated by the Sept. 11 attacks. flights and law enforcement in all armittee Chairman Ernest Hollings,

President Bush lauded the compraas of airports, and increases coordirg-C.
mise plan forged after weeks of diffition between the Transportation De- “That ends hijackings,” Holling
cult negotiations, saying that by putpartment and law enforcement ageRajd of the requirement that cocl
ting the federal government in chargeies to cross-check passengers.  doors be fortified and locked dur
of aviation security Congress was Anew agency is created inthe Trangtights. With the peak holiday trax
“making airline travel safer for theportation Department to oversee ajeason approaching, the airline int
American people.” transportation security matters. Ayy desperately needs such assurz

Both the House and the Senat#2.50 passenger fee per flight, with @at it is safe to fly.
planned to vote on the measure todapaximum of $5 pertrip, isleviedtopay passengerloads have decrease
their last major act before leaving fofor the added security. nificantly since the Sept. 11 suic
the Thanksgiving holiday. “Atlonglast Some of the provisions, such as rgjjackings of four jetliners, pushi
we can declare victory,” said Senatguired use of explosives detectiogome airlines to the edge of ba
Majority Leader Tom Daschle, D-S.Dmachines, could take months or yeaggptcy. The crash of the American /

CITIZENS MEDICAL CENTER
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JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Colby firefighters James Carney and Lynn Marker dragged a hose pack up four stories during a fire drill “The American people are going towito put in place, but lawmakers said thenes jetliner in New York City
at the Colby Schools administration building on Tuesday night. The fire department drills two nights a because they are going to fly more spsychological effects of enacting th§londay, while apparently not link
month in addition to attending area schools and training. curely.” legislation could be instant. to terrorism, was another blow to

In addition to putting airportscreen- “From a confidence-building pointindustry’s image.

Weather: No big change ture at the four-inch depth is averaging 52 degrees. Treganksgiving dinner Monday Household collection Saturday

No significant change in the weather is seen for the colb ords for Nov. 16' Sl n 1945‘ and ;jl n 1Q$ﬁ?dd3”g All seniors citizens are invited to the 39th Annual Thanks-The final Household Hazardous waste collection fo
region for the next several days, reports the NatioH {:)heratutrﬁs, preC|pF)\)|tat|on ar? Erecor 'S argprow eC Iby ging Dinner for Older Americans at noon Monday at tlyear will be held Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 1¢
Weather Service. Tonight, mostly cloudy, lows in the Jporthwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Coldyg |1y community Building. Bring a salad or dessert; metih St. Inclement weather will cancel the event until

per 30s and south winds 10-15 mph. Saturday, cloudy, highs, , .. is provided. spring, said Sandy Swob, director. The facility is op
in the middle 60s and south winds 5-15 mph. Saturday niga® Alive class nears Sponsored by the Social Problems Class at Colby Caifheitizens of Thomas County.

cloudy, a 30 percent chance for showers, lows in the lowérhe “55 Alive” defensive drivers course, sponsored munity College.

40s. Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, cloudy to partly clouyRP, will be given at the Senior Progress Center on Nov Orchestrato perform on Su nday

lows in the upper 20s to around 30, chance for show29s30, from 1-5 p.m. This course is open to all area inlancake feed planned Saturday The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will perform its

during the period, highs in the upper 40s to middle 50s. Finluals 55 or older. You must attend both classes to qualiffhomas County Big Brothers Big Sisters will be hosiencert of the season on Sunday, at 3:30 p.m., inth
Thanksgiving day, look for cloudy conditions, lows in tHer a discount on your automobile insurance premiuifig a pancake and sausage feed from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. tGegt Arts Center on the Colby Community College ¢
20s and highs inthe 40s. Colby’s high Thursday was 69 @fasss size is limited, so call Deb Koon at 462-2901, to erday, at the Colby Community Building. The feed is $8is . Admission to the concert will be by Friends o
the overnight low this morning was 36. The soil temperal. person, said Doug Finley, one of the organizers. Orchestra membership or tickets are available at the
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