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tion reaches $300,000 goal

By PATTY DECKER “curve” on Interstate 70 that would “Eventhoughwe have metthe min
Free Press Editor insure Colby’s future with interstatenum dollar amount of the challenge,
With less than two weeks away fronraffic. “lt was dreams that made Colbghe said, “we would like everyone t
its deadline to raise $300,000, the Thétigh School, Citizens Medical Centethe part of the founding of the Thoma
mas County Community Foundatiomnd Colby Community College realiCounty Community Foundation.”
held a special meeting Tuesday to aties.” Donelan urges anyone who sti
nounce it had reached its goal. In addition, Hixson thanked Scottvants to be a founder to send theird
Colby Mayor Warren Hixson, onSitton, Colby police officer, for his rolenation.
behalf of the city, presented the boaiid making the stop that later would lead As for the future, the Foundation wil
of directors with a check for $150,000t0 the forfeited money. receive $100,000 of the match from¢t
which is from the drug forfeiture fund Hixson said it was important to waiKansas Health Foundation, based
seized in January of 2000. on the decision to fund the remainingopeka, in each of the grant years
The decision to use a portion of th$150,000 for the Foundation until efinclude 2001, 2002 and 2003.
funds for this purpose was jointlyforts had secured at least half the “Because we met the challenge,
reached between Carolyn Armstrongmount from other sources. will receive a bonus of $10,000 to b
city manager, Randy Jones, chief of Others present at the special meetwarded in 2002 for the health a
police and Hixson. ing included Bert Withers and Paulvell-being of children in Thomas
“This is an exciting time for all of usLayland, who helped contact peopl€ounty,” she said.
and | want to congratulate the Found#éaroughout the county about the fund More information about that bonu
tion board for their courage in askinglrive. and timeline will be forthcoming, shqs&
the community for $300,000,” Hixson “We certainly want to thank them foradded. Now that the match is in hanfg
said during the presentation. all their help,” said Becky Donelanthe foundation will begin endowing™
“You believed in yourselves and todirector of the Foundation. funds for charitable causes and grou|
gether you and the community made Cindy Black, president of the boardn the county, she said.
this happen,” he said. said that now the Foundation can move“We would also like to thank th
Hixson spoke of how lucky the comforward in making a difference for alKansas Health Foundation for selec
munity of Colby is because it dreamthe people in the county. ing Thomas County as one of only
and has vision. “We want to thank the citizens othat had this opportunity for the matc
“And it more than just dreams,” heThomas County for believing in theéng challenge grant,” she said.
said, “Colby makes those dreams conf®undation enough to make it a real- In addition to Black, other board
true as evidenced time and again.” ity for all Thomas County,” she said.members include Richard Dickman,
He cited example after example to Donelanis also inviting anyone whwice-president; Cathy Harrison, treacolby Mayor Warren Hixson (right) congratulated Colby Police Officer Scott Sitton for his part in helping the
include Sen. August Lauterbach, thegplanned to participate in the challenggurer; Junelle Hills, secretary; alonhomas County Community Foundation reach its goal during a special meeting held Tuesday at Farmers
head of the Ways and Means Commigirant to go ahead and send their cowith Carl Gilbert, Sherrie Tubbs, Jesand Merchants Bank. In addition to Sitton, Hixson also thanked the bank for being the first major contributor
tee, who was responsible for the&ibution or pledge. sica Vaughn and Jennifer Woofter. to the foundation.

Scott & Blitz Rexford step closer to new fire truck

By MAXINE NELSON said Tubbs. “We're pleased,” saighosal Facility in the amountf

.
4 ) Colby Free Press Deaver. $700,000 to be retired in not to exc
real I l eal I l eaVI n O Corina Cox and Michelle Kippes, Thetrusteesandthe commissionefige years with ataxlevy which wot
representing the Northwest Kansagant to know how finances are goingnclude interest to retire the warra

Planning and Development CommisFhe county has spent about $26,000 dime resolution will go before the St
wall, it would be at the Coleman’s sion of Hill City, presented final paperroad maintenance, and the townshipoard of Tax Appeals in Topeka.
expense to replace it. The Colemar)'swork for a Community Developmenthas about $22,000 in its budget. Easts Josh Buffington, director, a
agreed and the vote to allow the Block Grant to aid the purchase of Bale Township raises about $6,000 iMartin Rinehart, assistant directd
change was unanimous. new fire truck for the city of Rexfordtaxes each year. Thomas County EMS, brought tt

* The city planning commissior| atMonday’s Thomas County Commis- Kersenbrock asked if Barrett Townreport. Rinehart said up to Dec. 14
reviewed the replat submitted by sion meeting. Bill Dible was on hanghip had ever paid for its half of thelepartment had made 557 runs c
Tuffy and Linda Taylor at their new to represented Rexford. Total cost aftility bills and upkeep of the buildingpared to 604 last year. He said bilf
property, Southwind Plaza additior), the truck is $94,731, the grant is foand park they share in Levant$115,343 were out, and $104,483
thatwould give a 45-foot streetright- $45,597, and the county will payKersenbrock reminded them of thbeen collected. They are being re
of-way on the east and north of the $49,134. agreement between the two townshipsirsed at $187.58 a run, which ¢
us and the community had atreme property, formerly Whites Outlet Cox said the $12,000 from Ruraand gave Deaver a copy. Deaver saathout $204. Abilling agency sends
dous impact now and in the future, The council approved the changes . Development had been expected inhe would find out how much the utili-the bills.
said Colby Police Chief Randy * The Colby Free Press was des-mediately, but will not come until Febties were and meet with the trustees ofBuffington said calls were doy
Jones. One thing that Sitton will b@roved. It was decided to re-appoirignated as the city’s official newspd- ruary, due to amisunderstanding aboBarrett Township. because of the good weather. He
remembered for long after he leaveRick Ress as the municipal court judgeer in 2002. some of the guidelines. However, He said East Hale township hathey are going to start doing groi
the area, Jones said, was his quiekid Joel Kriss as city attorney. The « Applications for licenses to sell County Clerk Tracey Perkins said thepent $700 for insurance on trustees sansport with certified hospital nur:
thinking and courage during a trafeouncil also agreed to raising each gkreal malt beverages were ap-money needed to be paidimmediatethiey could not be sued individuallyto accompany the patientin the an
fic stop almost two years ago thaheir salaries by about 4 percent iproved for J-J Oil Co., WKRP Man; because the county cannot go into tlaad had done about $1,200 of concrdence, rather than waiting for an
resulted in the discovery of mor@002. For Ress, the increase meantagement (Pizza Hut), Dillons, TGW red for that line item until February. work in the park. Next year they plaplane. The nurses will have the s:
than $3.75 million in drug money. additional $100 a month bringing hidManagement (Colby Corner), S.$.  Dible said the city of Rexford has @0 have some lawn work done there training as the flight crew.

With the news of Sitton’s resignasalary to $2,127.81 monthly. Kriss reef Kansas (Montana Mike’s), Trip{ CD worth $12,000 with $200 interest, Chris Bieker, road supervisor, said He said he had made arrangen
tion, the question of what to do wittceived a similar increase, which inlett, Inc. (Amoco), Love’s Country| butthe penalty would be $198 if it wathey would have to amend the budgatith the State of Kansas Set Off F
K-9 Blitz was discussed since thereased his monthly salary to $2,163%tores, The Service Oil Co., and cashed in. Commissioner Glein order for his department to be ablgram to collect outstanding dues fi
dog is no longer on active duty witimonth. The judge’s clerk was also afzolby Jaycees. Kersenbrock said that would be th® spend it. He wants to get financestate refunds, such as taxes.
the department. proved for araise of $35 monthly oran « Approval was given to lease the proper thing to do. straight before the end of the year.  He is going to switch to the Ame

“There are two options,” saidincrease to $829.90. Big Chief Hangar at the Colby Mu The commissioners signed the pa- ¢ Dible said the Rexford Fire Departean Heart Association program
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager, «Bob and Shirley Coleman of Colbynicipal Airport to Mark Kendrick. | pers to close out the grant. ment has bought a crash truck from tieach CPR instead of the American
“either we euthanize Blitz or sell hinrequested approval of a stem wall thats Joshua Diaz was granted ahome In other business: Denver Airport. It transports water taCross. The same people will give
to Scott.” would extend from the new garage thegccupation permit for Sublime Est  « Dale Deaver and Duane Tubbdires, fast. He would like to sell it. Rorclasses. Buffington said he was

The council unanimously agreedre building to the street. The wakence at 395 W. 2nd, Colby. East Hale Township trustees, dissvans, commission chair, told him tdinishing up his paramedic classe:s
to sell Blitz for $1 and a bill of sale would taper down to the street and fol- « The council also approved hold- cussed township finances. The towrcheck with the cities in the county, and « Undersheriff Mike Baughn ask

In other council business: low the contour of the land. The couring a special end-of-the-year meet- ship voted to turn maintenance of thie advertise in a trade magazine.  if there were any requirements t

* The annual process of appointil approved the changes, adding thitg on Friday, Dec. 28, at 7:45 a.n). township roads over to the county a « The commissioners signed a resgounty personnel live in the cour
ing the municipal court judge anghould the city need to make repaind canceled its Tuesday, Jan. [1,couple of years ago, and both truste&gion providing for no-fund warrantsThe commissioners said there are
city attorney were discussed and aphat would require taking down the2002 regular meeting. agreed they were happy with the ree pay the expenses of the new cell @et the best qualified, regardlest
sults. “It's better than what we had,the Thomas County Solid Waste Diswvhere they live,” said Evans.

Search continues for al-Qaida members, bin Laden in Tora Bora area

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — Thesnow-laden cave hide-outs. near where the revolt took place, saiier said it had arrested at least 10@port. “Everything is under our condetails. The U.N. Security Council v
search continued today for remaining The tribal eastern alliance, which lethe rebelling prisoners were amonfighters fleeing Tora Bora, including atrol,” he told The Associated Press. poised to approve the force, poss
al-Qaida members or clues to ththe assault on Tora Bora, rebuked twib6 al-Qaida members arrested irast 60 Arabs and other non-Afghans. International forces were preparingy Thursday, after key council me
whereabouts of Osama bin Laden, iof its leaders for allegedly connivingsmall groups Tuesday as they fled ToraNear Kandahar in southern Afghanito take positions in Kabul in time forbers agreed the troops would be at
and around Tora Bora. Meanwhileto allow hundreds of al-Qaida memBora. Pakistan has poured helicoptessan, Afghan forces closed the rodthe inauguration Saturday of a sixrized to use military force if necess:
U.S. helicopters ran night missionbers —including some top commandind thousands of soldiers into the tribedward the Pakistan border, claimingionth interim government. MilitaryA vanguard of 200 British soldie
through the mountain valleys, whileers —to flee into Pakistan, an alliancareas along the border and set up 3fiere had been fighting between tribaldvisers from 17 countries that haveould move from Bagram airport
Afghan fighters brought more prisonefficial said. checkpoints to cut off escape routegunmen. But the provincial intelli-offered to contribute peacekeepeisabul, atthe head of a force that cc
ers and documents from a sweep ofPakistani journalists in Parachinafrom the Tora Bora area. Pakistan eagence chief, Haji Gulalai, denied th&ere meeting in London to nail dowrgrow to number 3,000 to 5,000.
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Weather: Snow anticipated inches. Therecords for Dec. 19: 71in 1979 and -18in 198urthouse to shut down one day to give city employees holiday time with their f
The National Weather Service continuesto use the WQ; € daily temperatures, precipitation and records are PrOrhe Thomas County Courthouse will be closed Mond%.pNormal trash pick up on Tuesday, Dec. 25, wi

PATTY DECKER/Free Press Editor

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
The Colby City Council was madd
aware at its Tuesday night meeting® 4t
that Colby Police Officer Scott
Sitton, who worked with the departfi
mentfor 11 years, is resigning effed
tive Sunday, Jan. 20, 2002.
“He and his K-9, Blitz, were the
‘dream team’ and what they did fo

“snow” in its forecast for the Colby region as we move t4* eg tljg the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Geiirr,esday, Dec. 24 and 25, for the Christmas holiday, geddto Vylsdgesdgy, DJec. 226 and Tuesday, Jan.
ward the weekend. Tonight, partly cloudy, lows in the te¢§ C01PY) Tuesday, Jan. 1, for the New Year’s Day holiday, said Traf&§ym0ved to Wednesday, Jan. 2.

and southwest winds 5-10 mph. Thursday, partly sun ; ; ; Perkins, Thomas County Clerk. ; ; ;
highs in the mid-50s and south winds 5.10 mph. Thorasgchool dismisses early Friday Turn holiday lights on early tonight

night, clear and lows in the upper 20s. Friday, increasin&0!Py Public Schools will dismiss at 1:30 p.m., Frid : Residents at Prairie Senior Living Complex will be t
clgud cover, highsin the upper;ESOs, thundethorms |ikgp5;'the holiday break, said Superintendent Kirk Nielsj‘}r/{!OSt places will close down ingghe city tonight beginning at 6:30 p.m. to view Ch

then light rain changing to light snow as the temperat&Sses will run accordingly with school resuming for sty-Chances are that business places you would geneigliy jight displays. Organizers of the tour are encour

drops into the 20s after sundown. Friday night late &#ts and staff on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2002. frequent on any given Tuesday of any given week, WOl faryone to turn lights on early so that residents will b
Saturday, snow chances continue, lows dropping into the . . be open come next Tuesday — Christmas Day. And jGifisee all the lights of Christmas throughout town.
teens and highs around 25-30. Saturday night and Sunt}@r‘df'” closmgs announced ing the closures will be your Colby Free Press. Butwe and

cloudy with light snow early, then becoming partly cloudy The Thomas County landfill will be closed Monday aitfjey will be back on aregular basis Wednesday, Dec. Zyweet Thunder offers services

with lows around 20 and highs in the mid-30s. Colby’s highesday, Dec. 24 and 25, for the Christmas holiday. Lapd- . ~ The Colby Girls Fast Pitch Association “Sweet Thun
Tuesday was 48 and the overnight low this morning wdlsnformation number is 462-8139. The landfill will bGEjre\l/V_Ster trash pickup Changes is offering babysitting and gift wrapping services ir
11. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is averagitaged Tuesday, Jan. 1, for the New Year’s Day holiday, sai@fficials at the City of Brewster sanitation departmebasement of the Sports Shoppe, 400 N. Franklin. The
36 degrees. Precipitation for the month remains at only d.@vry Jumper, landfill supervisor. said the dates for normal trash collection will be moved backSaturday are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 1 to!
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