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Santa makes early
VISIt to area woman

Gift makes heart pound and legs shake

By PATTY DECKER she was so excited and concernetbly be quitting our jobs —itwas a
Free Press Editor about her driving alone. of money, but not enough to stop we

Imagine throwing one name in the “When | called Loyd,” she said, “ling.”
hatalong with 811,580 others and comsked himif he wanted to come totown The winning numbers, she seé
ing out the winner of a lottery worthand get me? | justwon a lot of moneyyvere automatically picked in whe
$110,000. Loyd didn't believe her. called the “quick pick.”

That's exactly what happened to “You did not,” he said. The couple said they play the lott
Loyd and Wanda Russell of Tasco, lo- ‘It took me a long time to convinceoff and on by buying scratch tickets
cated eight miles east of Hoxie on Sufim | was telling the truth and it alsdgreating themselves by spend
day night. took him a long time to get there,” sharound $5 or so— $3 in powerball:

“When | found out we had won thesaid. $2in Kansas Cash tickets about e
Kansas Cash lottery,” Wanda said, “my Apparently, Wanda had taken thether week.
legs wouldn’t quit shaking and m amily carto Stop 2 Shop_and that left One thing that Wanda said she di
poor old heart was pounding out of miz0yd with only one vehicle — theknow until after she won was that
chest because | was so excited.” School bus she drives. a good idea to always sign the bat

Reflecting on what happened, Wan- “I didn’t think the school district the tickets immediately.
da explained that she went into th&/ould appreciate me bringing it to “Justin case youshould losethet
Hoxie Stop 2 Shop on Sunday eveniri§wn to get Wanda,” Loyd said, “so kts, they are atleastidentified and
around 7 p.m. to check her tickets. gota ride with my father-in-law.”  one else trying to cash them in wc

“| had been talking to a girl in the Inafun-lovingway, Wanda said thabe committing the crime of forger
parking lotand I jokingly told her | waswhen her husband arrived, she walkesthe said.
going in to check my ticket numbersiP to him and said, “Sucker!” The Russells have four childr
and see if Christmas was going to be “We are always playing jokes orKeith, 25, livesin WaKeeney; Dale,
good to me or not.” each other and | thought she had pist across the road from their hoi

Wanda went into the store to th&ne over on me again,” he said. HowRebecca (Feldt), 20, is in Hoxie :
Check-A-Ticket machine and the me&Ver, the jackpot was true and now ttieeir youngest daughter, Christy, 1
sage displayed reaBee Store Clerk pouple is deciding how they will spena senior at Hoxie High School.

“I thought something was wrongt- The couple wentto Topekaon M
with the machine,” she said. “l wasn’'t “We will be paying off some bills day to fill out the paperwork and ¢
thinking | had won anything at tha@nd probably our house,” she saidect their winnings.
point.” “One thing is for sure, we won't have As for wanting to keep a low prof

The clerk on duty told her that shéo worry about making ends meetn the winnings, Wanda said t
had won $1,100 and, to that, Wand2ow.” o . would be nearly impossible.
said she told the woman, “Oh good.” The family is also planning a very “Inasmalltown like Hoxie, it's ha

Then the clerk looked at the amour@Xtra special Christmas this year. to keep something like this a secr
again and said, “Oh no, | think it's Wanda, who drives a school bushe said, “and we really didn’t mi
$110,000...come look at this,” she tolBart-time and works full-time keepingeople knowing about it.”

Wanda. financial records atthe Hoxie Sentinel The last time someone from no

“| stood at the lottery terminal fornewspaper office, said she has no plawest Kansas won a large amouf
quite awhile and couldn’t quit shaki0 quit either job. Loyd works on amoney was in 1999, said Maril
ing,” she said. ranch. Travis, public relations with the Ke

Within minutes, the owner of the “We have been humored about owas Lottery.

Stop 2 Shop, Gene Deines camein apdnnings,” she said on Tuesday. Thatwinner, Travis said, was Cec
suggested that Wanda call her husbanthere’s a lot of people that seem t¥oss of Menlo, who won $100,00(
to have him take her home after seeifigink we won millions and will prob- powerball on Aug. 11, 1999.

Redistricting proposals released

TOPEKA (AP)—Republicanshave The committee is scheduled to me&tansas would lose a seat betw
outlined their proposal for redrawingagain Dec. 20 and 21. Republican le¢hem. Under the proposal, four distr
the state’s 125 House districts. Undéslative leaders hope it will endors&vould have two Democratic incu
their plan, two incumbents would liveredistricting proposals for both chambents:
in each of five districts. bers. The Legislature redraws mem-—The new 2nd, with Reps. B

The proposal was drafted by GOBers’ districts every 10 years to accou@rant, of Cherokee, and Jerry W
House members who serve on the 3#br shifts in population, using federalams, of Chanute.
member Special Committee on Redi€ensus figures as a guide. —35th, with Broderick Henders
tricting. Republican senators are draft- Johnson County, which currentlyand Bill Reardon, both of Kansas C
ing a proposal for redrawing the 4@as 17 districts and shares one each—63rd, with Jerry Henry, f
Senate districts. with Douglas and Wyandotte counties;ummings, and Bruce Larkinf

Because they have large majoritiagould gain two districts within its bor-Baileyville.
in both chambers, Republicans hold 2Bers. The Wichita metropolitan area —114th, with Richard Alldritt, €
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Colby’s Sacred Heart School held its pre-school and kindergarten Christmas program on Tuesday | seats on the committee. If they agresso would gain a seat. Harper, and Melvin Minor, of Staffol
evening. The program featured many holiday songs and scenes. Pictured is Samanthah Sicard, kin- on a single plan, it probably will win  Wyandotte County would lose a The new 110th District contai
dergarten student, getting some assistance before the event from Sr. Loretta Podlena, first grade teacher. the committee’s endorsement befoseat, as would southeast Kansas. Reps. Dan Johnson, R-Hays, |

the 2002 Legislature convenes Jan. laddition, northwest and north-centrdlaura McClure, D-Osborne.

American planes bomb Tora Bora after cease-fire deadline collapses

TORABORA, Afghanistan (AP) — ing the battlefield area, where an ununnels. There were no immediate rég in the underground network. De- However, one eastern alliance com- Trucks would then take them to
A cease-fire collapsed Wednesday aetermined number of al-Qaida meports of casualties. fense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfelshander said the surrender could stalliance’s command post atAgom
U.S. airstrikes repeatedly pounde@ere holed up in a desolate witnesses said 60 men, who a$aid holdouts might continue to fighhold. lage, about three miles to the south:
Osama bin Laden’s Tora Bora mourimountainside canyon. While one localeared to be American personnel, weggd that “a wounded animal can be “They are running late. But theywhere they would be detained.
tain bases after cornered al-Qaidge@mmander said the surrender miggeen near the front line Wednesdagangerous.” have agreed to come down the moun-Lal said he did not know why t
forces missed a deadline to disarm astill take place, others doubted whethahey were wearing Afghan shawls and The whereabouts of bin Laden retain in groups of between 20 and 48ombing had taken place or who
reportedly set new terms for their suthe men would give up. floppy pacole caps, but were carryingpained unclear. Some U.S. officialsnen,” said Mohammed Lal, a seniodone the shooting.
render. It appeared from a distance thathat the witnesses said were U.Sand tribal leaders suspect he might ladliance officer. “We are clearing the He did notsay why the surrender

Sporadic bursts of heavy machineombs from several circling B-52s anthade weapons and backpacks. An & or near Tora Bora, in eastern Afarea to make a safe place for their subeen delayed. However, the Pakis
gun fire, apparently from U.S.-backe@ther U.S. warplanes directly hit théiance subcommander said 40 Britisghanistan. Others believe he is hidingnder.” based news agency Afghan Isla
tribal eastern alliance forces, echoeginyon. Others appeared to fall ogpecial operations troops also weig the country’s south. He said the al-Qaida fighters wouldPress said the al-Qaida troops, me
through the area — less than 24 hougther al-Qaida positions nearby in thgghting in the valley. After the bombing and the missedde vehicles down from the canyon téoreign Muslims, were demanding t
after the truce took effect. Tora Bora and Milawa valleys, which Pentagon officials warned that som@eadline, some tribal fighters doubtedn alliance checkpoint where thegliplomats from their home nations

Journalists were barred from entegre riddled with hundreds of caves argl-Qaida members might still be hidthe al-Qaida forces would give up. would disarm and be searched. present.
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Weather: Sun to return temperatures, precipitation and records are provided by therks department in the City of Colby at 462-4420.  so that residents will be able to see all the lights of C
Improving conditions best describe the Colby regior%orthwes't Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) mas thoughout town.

weather as we move toward the weekend. Tonight, partly Youth group plans SQUp supper .

cloudy late, lows 25-20 and northwest winds 10-15 misanta letters wanted The Royal Rangers and Missionettes youth group wigweet Thunder offers services

There is only about a 20 percent chance for light snow berhe Colby Free Press has a special mail box for kidd¥p College Drive Assembly of God Church has planned ahe Colby Girls Fast Pitch Association “Sweet Thun
fore the clouds break and move on. Thursday, mostly surgy,d their letters to Santa. It is located in the front oﬁ% up supper from 11 a.m.to 7 p.m., Saturday, atthe chygchffering babysitting and gift wrapping services

highs in the upper 30s and northwest winds 5-15 mph, tfd letters placed in the box may also find their way ifta° V- College Dr. Cost for the supper is $5 adults andsigekend until Christmas in the basement of the S
ing to the southwest. Thursday night, clear, lows aroundgfnt in the paper. Moms and Dads are encouraged to HQyghildren 9 years and under. Tickets are available atdidppe. The hours on Saturday are 10 a.m.to 5 p.
Friday, partly sunny, highs inthe upper 40s. Saturday, paiWir kids write Santa and to bring their letters to the offi@@0r Or at First National Bank, Farmers and Merchagignday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. All proceeds benefit the prog
cloudy, an outside shot for some light snow during the nighéinta is waiting to hear from Thomas County’s youngst : ., .
lows in the lower 20s and highs in the lower 40s. Colby’s _ _ _ Vivaldi’s Gloria planned Sunday

high Tuesday was 59 and the overnight low this mornhpadwork planned TueSday Tum h0||da.y I|ghtS on eal‘|y tOﬂIght The Colby High School concert choir and mixed ch
was 30. There was 0.07 inches of precipitation during th€ountry Club Drive will be closed to through traffic on Residents at Prairie Senior Living Complex will be touthe Colby Community College concert choir and men
past 24 hours, the first moisture for the month. The soil teraesday, Dec. 18, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. for repairsibyg the city tonight and next Wednesday night beginniafithe Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will join to pre
perature at the four-inch depth is averaging 36 degrees.theéUnion Pacific Railroad on the crossing by the Colay6:30 p.m. to view Christmas light displays. Organizekatonio Vivaldi’s Gloria on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 3:30 |
records for Dec.12:68in 1921 and-21in 198khe daily Livestock Auction Salebarn. For questions, call the pulditthe tour are encouraging everyone to turn lights on eamlyhe Colby High School auditorium.

gnk or Central Detroit Diesel.
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