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Hapke returns

from ‘ground zero’ ||
with renewed hop

By PATTY DECKER RS T T
Free Press Editor 7 = ; -

One Thomas County woman, wh 4
recently returned from New York Cityk#
and saw firsthand the devastationintije -
aftermath of Sept. 11, hopes this holf=#"~

together in the spirit of love, patriof
tism, and an overall belief in one an-
other.

Kathi Hapke of Rexford is an
American Red Cross volunteer wh
accepted an assignment to go to N
York as a registered nurse in the latt
part of November and early Decembdr.

“I feel proud and honored to have .. &
been there and it was something thati A
feltlreally neededtodo,” she said. “It's
very difficult for me to put into words
what it was like —those people are 3
heroes. The experience in seeing su
atragedy has helped melearnto app
ciate my family, friends and what
have here.”

Hapke said her work with the Re

Cross was in disaster health servicesihybe to add something to the mem
Liberty Parkin New Jersey, which wagial wall, while others might go to shar
a 10-minute ferry ride from groundyith other families that were also vist
ZEro. iting the site,” she said.

The majority of her work involved  During those companion visits t¢
either seeing clients who had been -g]'()und zero, Hapke recalled one mg
the World Trade Center or familyin particular who she saw standing ar]
members of those who perished.  just watching the recovery crew

Although Hapke is qualified to helpworking. She called this man, Roy, an
those sick or injured, her primary fofor most of his life — the area de}

cus during this two-week commitmengtroyed on Sept. 11 was all he ev
was to make sure money was madg@ew.

available for medical needs, along with “Roy lived about two blocks from
offering emotional support. the crime scene on the southwest si
“We paid hospital bills and clinicof the World Trade Center,” she said. |
bills for them,” she said, “and, in manyHe couldn’t get back into his home fof |
cases, would pay for glasses, prescrig-month following the attack.
tions, dentures or even make insurance‘Roy worked at the World Trade
payments.” Center. He went out to eat with friend
Hapke said she was also impresseght worked with him in the building
with the compassion of so many comand most of those people were h
panies that offered discounts to thoggends.”
affected by the attack. For this particular man, everythin
Prior to beginning her volunteer duthat was once so familiar to himis no
ties, she said there was a dentist wigene — his place of employment, his iz
gave an orientation. Hapke found oyhvorite vendors on the streets, his fa-§

later that this particular dentist, whgorite places to ‘hang out,” and man
had a thriving practice in New York of his friends, she said.

had decided to leave the city immedi- Hapke said she also saw Ari€l
ately after the terrorist attack. Sharon, the prime minister of Israe],

I'ﬁfmdreds and hundreds of memo-
rials lined the area near where the
(}’Vorld Trade Center once stood.
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“I heard he wasted no time in grabthe day he arrived to view the disastgrJamie Quenzer (left) and Megan Blatt, Colby High School students, took time to straighten some of the
bing his family and immediately was \When she wasn't working 10 to 12 decorations on this year's Christmas tree located in the main lobby area. The ornaments, said Bryan
heading to Philadelphia,” she saichours most days, Hapke said she likgdBullington, high school principal, were made by the Cosmic Crayon group, which is an school-related
What changed his mind, though, waguring other parts of the city and vig- organization.

that he heard the city was begging fefing with New Yorkers.
doctors to assist in the rescue efforts,“| would stop people on the street

Hapke recalled. He still put his familyin elevators just to talk,” she said. IOt\N
on the plane, but told them he was g@vas important to talk and | found the

ing to stay with his partner and help thgeople in New York to be some of the

Dr. Jeff
Jennings
diesat 29

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editol

The Colby community was sé
dened and
shocked to hear
over the weekend
that their native
son, Dr. Jeff D.
Jennings, 29, died
at his home early|
Saturday morn- |
ing.

Dr. Jennings, a
graduate of Colby -
High School, Jeff Jennings
Colby Commu-
nity College and the Universityf
Kansas, joined the medical teaif
Colby Medical and Surgical Cente
August.

After receiving his bachelor’s ¢
gree in biology, Dr. Jennings was
cepted into the University of Kan:
Medical School in Kansas City a
graduated in 1998. He did a three-
residency at Wesley Medical Cente
Wichita in family practice.

Asthe newest physician atthe Cc
clinic, his practice took in the ent
scope of medicine ranging from obs
rics to geriatrics.He was a membé
the Knights of Columbus, Americ
Medical Association and Americ
Association of Family Practitione
and the Colby Rotary. Funeral serv
will be at 10:30 a.m., Thursday at
cred Heart Catholic Church in Co
with Father Galen Long officiating

Burial will be at the Sacred He
Cemetery in Colby. A wake serv
will be held at Harrison Chapel, 191
Franklin, Colby, beginning at 7 p.1
Wednesday, Dec. 26.

Dr. Jennings was born in Colby
March 20, 1972 and is survived by
wife, Angie (Somers), and their dau
ter, Abby, 21 months old.

Other family members survivil
him include his parents, David &
Donna (Schippers) Jennings of Co
his brother, Josh, Manhattan; anc
sister, Gina Jennings, Salina.

The family has requested that |
morials be made for Abby’s educat
fund and contributions may be lef
any Colby bank or Harrison Chapt

In addition, Dr. Jenning’s hic
school classmates have establist
memorial fund and are asking that ¢
tributions be made at Sunflower Be

ould you believe a real tractor under the tree?

other dQCtOYS f’ind some 200 ambtriendliest I've ever met.” SABIN, Minn. (AP) — Builders intact today. Rollag, where collectors of antique To supportthe tractor’s weight, 3-
lances in the first efforts to save as Born and raised in Rexford, the tripisually had two questions for Jim Briden said he became interested farm and construction equipment meé&tfoot footings were sunk into t
many people as they could. _ was Hapke'’s first to New York andBriden when he explained his plan told tractors as a child. He finished thevery Labor Day weekend. ground beneath a concrete floor.
_ “Families would come to our facil-while she would have preferred it havpark a 20-ton antique steam tractor iestoration on the Case tractor 20 yearsThe tractor runs fine, although ifloor is 6 feet thick under the tractc
ity, known as the Family Assisted Cembeen under different circumstancesis new family room. ago, after six years of work thatled himeeds 350 gallons of water to powearge iron rear wheels, which carry
ter, and many would want to go tghe was nonetheless grateful to have‘Are you married?” Then, “Doesaround the country, borrowing partene hour of work. tons of its bulk.
ground zero for lots of reasons,” sh@itnessed the kind of courage angour wife know about this yet?” from other owners so he could have The tractor had been storedin Rollag A 13-foot-square door in the wal
said. ) ) _ strength she saw. “I'm married to a man that's just al-replacements cast for his machine. Hmtil about a year ago, when theamouflaged on the outside with
Each family was required to either “So many people’s lives wereways outside the box,” Lynette Bridend another steam-engine aficionad@ridens moved to a ranch house nesame blue siding as the rest of the
be accompanied by a chaplain or ghanged forever on that day and if thesaid with a laugh, sitting on a couchought the tractor from a British CoSabin, about 12 miles southeast diition. Inside, the door is painted
companion, which was another side @fas one thing | would wish for thisunder a Christmas tree and tractor thaimbia saw mill, which was using jusEargo, N.D., and began planning to addme dark green as the rest of the r
Hapke's work. S holiday season,” she said, “it would bboth stand taller than 12 feet. the boiler and engine for power. a family room. A neighbor brought over a mod
“These families or individualsfor all of us to call our families, hug Jim Briden’s 110-horsepower Case Now its sole owner, Briden shows “The room kept getting bigger andractor to push in the old Case. Al
would go back to ground zero to feel gomeone, or just tell another persaractor was one of 50 the company builhe machine at the Western Minnesolagger until there was room enough fdieet wide and 12 1/2 feet tall, it fit
closeness to someone they had lost,i@sw much we care.” in 1913, and one of only five restore@team Threshers Reunion in nearlgverything,” Jim Briden said. side with inches to spare, Briden s

Drug bust nets five arrests in Goodland; Thomas County officers help

By RACHEL MISCALL be methamphetamine within 1,00drug-related felonies and Tracy Lynbrug Task Force helped with the invesand sale of drugs and the sale of drugsth two counts of sale of a hallucir
The Goodland Daily News  feet of a school. Keller, 19, 608 W. 14th St., is facingjgation and arrests. within 1,000 feet of a school, a morgenic drug within 1,000 feet o
GOODLAND — Five people were Earlier that day, pOlice had arrestefdur. Malsom was arrested ThUrSday A news release said officers tookerious Charge_ school, and two counts of posses
arrested by Goodland police lasanother maninaseparate case for selight with three other people andearch warrants to 1402 Cherry and Court records say on two occasiordrugs without a state drug tax star
Thursday for selling and holding mariing marijuana within 1,000 feet of &eller was arrested that morning. 508 W. 15th St. Thursday night an&eller had about one ounce of alleged Malsom’s charges stem from alle
juana, illegal pills and what they thinlschool. Police Chief Ray Smee said the afound drugs and money in both homemarijuana in a plastic bag, which hsales on Oct. 17, Nov. 6 and Dec.
is methamphetamine. The names of two people arreste@sts ended a six-month undercovemee said the arrests were made absotd to a confidential informant for Courtrecords say on Nov. 6, she:
Police officers arrested two men andere released Friday morning, aisivestigation and officers aren’t exg:30 p.m. $100 at 608 W. 14th. The home is twabout one-half ounce of suspec
two women attwo houses in Goodlancharges had not been filed on all fivepecting to arrest anyone else. Officers The release said the five adults wetsocks from Grant Junior High Schoolmarijuana to a confidential inform:
Thursday nightfor holdingand selling Sybrena A. Malsom, 31, 140Zrom the Sherman County Sheriff'3aken to the Sherman County Bastille Keller reportedly made the sales ofor $40 at 1402 Cherry, which is 2
marijuana, illegal pills and what mayCherry Ave., is being charged with 1Department and the Quad Countynd will be charged with the possessialuly 20 and 30. He is being chargeeet from the Goodland High Schc

e Briefly

Weather: Flurries, breezy

+9 overnight. Precipitation remains at 0.07 inches for figalth screenings for their employees who may wantast is $3. The soups offered will be vegetable and
Don’t expect any warm-up this week as Old Man Wintéonth. The records for Dec. 24: 83in 1964 and -14 in 198&icipate. Screenings will be from 6 to 10 a.m. at Citizefr questions, call 462-2651.

settles in. Tonight, partly cloudy, some snow flurries likef he daily temperatures, precipitation and records are pigedical Center on Saturday, Jan. 5 and Jan. 12. The fair .

lows around 15 and northwest winds 10-20 mph. Chrigded by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Gegifwill be held on Saturday, Jan. 26, 2002, at the stude®Chnology group plans dinner

mas Day, partly sunny, some flurries likely, highs arout, Colby.) union on the Colby Community College campus.

35 and strong northwest winds 15-25 mph. Christ . dent Association is having a rainbow mystery dinn
Night, partly cloudy, again some flurries likely, lows arome”ness Fair wants merchants Soup supper scheduled next year Saturday, Jan. 12, 2001, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in th:
10. Wednesday, partly sunny, highs in the lower to mid-404/ith the annual Wellness Fair nearing, businesses arehe Episcopal Church Women will be sponsoring a s@aghool commons area. The event will offer stude
Snow could move into the area on Thursday, and a debeing asked to take partin promoting community health @ogper and bake sale on Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2002, fromdh8ace to showcase their work and everyone in invi
oping system s being watched closely. Colby’s droppedueliness by covering the cost of the fair registration ancgpam. until 8 p.m. at the Colby Community Building. Thattend.

The Colby High School chapter of the Technology
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