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A look back at news-making events

By PATTY DECKER news that it had been awarded mo
Free Press Editor than $270,000 in grant funds for th
As the year 2001 draws to a clos@urpose of improving early childhoog
there were many events that have afare, health and education in 11 cou
fected Colby and Thomas County botties to include Thomas County.
in positive and negative ways. During Another grant challenge was a
the next few days, the Free Press wilbunced in mid-January with the crg
be highlighting many of those storiesation of the Thomas County Comm
During the early part of January, thaity Foundation. The challenge was
weather was warm, the U.S. Postadise $300,000 in the county thatwou
Service raised the rate of a first-cladse matched by the Kansas Heal
stamp to 34¢ and higher gas pricdundation, butthe catchwasitneed
were felt here and across the nationto be done before the year ended.
City and county officials were also The Thomas County Big Brother;
interviewed to make their best predidBig Sisters organization received
tions on how the year would stack ughot in the arm thanks to a $35,00
Thomas County Commissioner Glegrant from the United Methodis
Kersenbrock said he didn’t foreseklealth Ministry Fund.
anything “earthshaking” for 2001. He Colby Public School introduced 4§
did mention that the county would b@ew project that would involve stu
taking over the landfill operations frontdents at all grade levels. The projeq
the city and was hopeful that recyclingnown as SPICE, which stood fo
efforts would continue to improve. Songs, People, Inventions, Comm
For Carolyn Armstrong, city man-nity/Culture and Events, highlighteg
ager, she sawthe year as one that wotlhe& decades of the 20th Century.
be a “fiscally conservative year.” In late January, farmers were pleass
The city and county’s Chamber ofvith the wheat crop following the ar
Commerce director, Gerry Fulwiderival of snow earlierinthe month. Den
predicted that agriculture and interstatd@s Chandler, Thomas County Exte
traffic would continue to strengthen theion agent, said the county was fort
economy here, although he was conate in that its wheat was looking be
cerned about retail businesses. ter than many of its neighboring cou
“As it becomes more difficult for ties.
small businesses to compete with In- Fundraising organizations werg
ternet sales and major chain storelsappy with proceeds from a variety @
expect to see some stores close,” hetivities. For example, Pheasants F¢
said as the year 2001 began. ever, grossed more than $30,000 at
In the school district, Kirk Nielsen,17th annual banquet.
superintendent, set goals for 2001 in In business news, a proposal for
completing a district-wide webpagenew truck/fuel stop was discussed a
public access cable channel for theity council by Mike Woofter of Colby, ) o )
school system; and continuing to provho would be developing that area. IABOVE: The Colby Fire Department had a busier than usual year with ~ veiled plans for a new visitors center off Range Ave. near I-70. The facil-
mote parent involvement in theaddition, a new visitors center woul@everal building fires in town. On Feb. 27 a garage at 525 S. Grant was ity was expected to be open by summer. BELOW RIGHT: Traffic and
schools. become a reality in Colby. The centdeft in smoking ruins when a snowmobile backfired and caught some businesses were shut down when a late January storm came through
Among people in the news duringvould be built around a donated graifombustibles on fire, according to Rick Dickman, Colby assistant fire and dumped severalinches of snow and ice on Colby. Crews worked for
the first of the year, Thomas Countpin with a one-story addition to accomehief. BELOW LEFT: The Colby Convention and Visitors Bureau un- several days cleaning up after Mother Nature.
welcomed Josh Buffington and Martirmodate visitors.
Rinehart as the new emergency medi- It was expected that the centg
cal services director and assistant dirould open by summer. i
rector, respectively. The first baby of The first major snowstorm for the
the year in Thomas County was Chawgrear came on Saturday, Jan. 13, dunjp-
dler Welker, the son of Jason and Jeimg more than 11 inches of snow.
nifer Welker, Colby, who was born on Along with snowstorms, the first
Friday, Jan. 5. major fire involving the death ofa Tho
TomAlbers, aformer Colbyite, wasnas Countian was on Monday, Feb.p,
named teacher of the year and referradhen Loring E. Medford, 68, died i} -
to by his students as the “math God.the blaze. It was the first fire-relate¢d
Young people in Colby also startefhatality in nearly 20 years. The ne
a dialogue with their older counterpartesidential fire in 2001 would happe
to see if it were feasible to open a teehe same month on Tuesday, Feb.
center. The groupyouth On Board The late evening fire destroyed a gg-
held meetings early in the year to reage at 525 S. Grant and belonging fo
view surveys about what activities anBrian Brown.
projects might benefit young people Editor’s note: This is the first in
here. continuing series onthe year in review.
The SmartStart Northwest Kansaslore highlights from Feburary an
Project had good news as well with thiglarch will appear in Friday’s edition.

Not just about Afghanistan, | F1€arings set in Goodland drug cases
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U S - I - -ﬂ:' 2 I By TOM BETZ Cherry Ave., has been charged with Home is two blocks from Grant Junio6Grant Junior High School.
i \J m I Itary O ICIa S Say The Goodland Daily News drug-related felonies and a preliminaridigh School. Keller reportedly made Another charge says Garza so
GOODLAND — Two preliminary hearing has been set for 1:30 p.m. dhe sales on July 20 and 30. He is beenfidential informant about one |f
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. U.S. military campaign. hearings have been set and three fiftursday, Jan.3. Leslie Beims has beary charged with two counts of sale afunce of marijuana for $50 on No\
military officials are making itclear Speakingto The Associated Pregs appearances are scheduled for the figppointed as defense counsel. ahallucinogenic drug within 1,000 fee®n Dec. 18, Garza allegedly sold at

publicly that Afghanistan isn't theTuesday on the USS Theodofle people arrested last Thursday on Clint L. Gresty, 28, 1402 Cherryofa school, and two counts of possessalf an ounce of a substance belie
only country where American forcesRoosevelt aircraft carrier, Franks charges of selling drugs within 1,00@ve., is facing six charges of sellingng drugs without a state drug taxo be marijuana for $80 to a confid

are fighting — or planning to fightsaid overt and covert U.S. military feet of a school. marijuana and a white powder sukstamp. Anthony L. Garza, 25, 508 Wial informant while at 508 W. 15
— terrorist networks. operations are “going on in a great  All five defendants bonded out oktance believed to be methamphet5th, is facing 12 charges of possessi&@ach of these incidents also incl
They won't say where, but othemany places.” jail Friday, posting $10,000 bonds. amine within 1,000 feet of a schoolof marijuana, selling marijuana withiradditional charges of possession ¢

areas known as hide-outs for terror- Those operations “are designedfo  Police Chief Ray Smee said the a6Gresty bonded out after a first appeat;000 feet of a school, possession ballucinogenic drug with intentto s
istOsama bin Laden’s al-Qaida netlo away with these pockets of terrof- rests ended a six-month undercovance and a preliminary hearing is serug paraphernalia to sell or distributeithin 1,000 feet of a school and h
work include Somalia, Yemen,sm,” Franks said without giving investigation and officers aren’t exfor 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 3. Thecontrolled substance and no evidenitey no official drug tax stamp.
Sudan and the Chechnya region dftails. pecting to arrest anyone else. Officecourt appointed Scott Showalter to repf an official drug tax stamp. Hernandez is charged with aid
Russia. “Ithink General Franks was being from the Sherman County Sheriff’sesent him. Manuela B. Hernandez, 30, 508 \and abetting by allowing Garzato
All are predominantly Muslim, vague for an obvious reason,” sald Department and the Quad County Tracy Lynn Keller, 19, 608 W. 14th15th, is facing seven charges of aidinges and sell a substance believed
with vast, war-ravaged areas undéwmy Col. Richard Thomas, spokeg- Drug Task Force helped with the caseSt., is facing four charges and his firstnd abetting sale of hallucinogenimarijuanafrom her residence at 50:
little or no central government conman for U.S. Central Commang, A news release said officers tookppearance is set for 9 a.m., Tuesdalyug within 1,000 feet of a school.  15th, on Nov. 1 and 8.
trol. which Franks heads. search warrants to 1402 Cherry anthn. 15. Keller was arrested earlier onThe warrant for Garza says he sold Gresty is being charged with sell
The Afghanistan war’s com- “There’s a lot of stuff going on| 508 W. 15th St. on Thursday nightanihursday. The warrant said on tw@9 grams of a substance believed to bae ounce of a substance believed
mander, Army Gen. Tommy FranksSome of it you get to report, some 6¢f found drugs and money in both homesccasions Keller had about one ouneearijuana, packaged in a clear plastinarijuana to a confidential inform:
gave one of the strongest indicatiorisyou don’t,” Thomas said on Wed; Smee said the arrests were made aboftialleged marijuana in a plastic badgyag, to a confidential informant fofor $100 on Oct. 17, while at 14
yetaboutthe shadowy aspects of tmesday. 6:30 p.m. which he sold to a confidential infor$170 on Nov. 1, while at 508 W. 15thCherry Ave., which is approximat
Sybrena A. Malsom, 31, 1402nant for $100 at 608 W. 14th. Thevhich is approximately 987 feet fron¥#48 feet from Goodland High Schc

Weather: Snow scratched averaging 31 degrees. The records for Dec. 27: 73 in 1828ased Youth Encounter which perform in hundredsdzfy on Monday, Dec. 31 in order to complete yeal
Snow talk has been removed from the Colby area fo"i‘Bd -10in 1894The daily temperatures, precipitation andhurches and other locations. Admission is free. Everyoeeords, said Donita Applebury, treasurer.
cast, according to this morning’s word from the Natio ords are provided by the Northwest Kansas Reseaistwelcome.

Weather Service. Tonight, clear, low around 19 and we&f€nsion Center, Colby.) Court office to close early Youth rally setin January

winds 10-20 mph. Friday, cloudy, high near 42 and northa- . . . Lo i [ - i

east winds 10?20 mph)./Fridayynigght cloudy and IO\éhUI’Ch hosting ‘Captive Free’ The office of the Clerk of the District Court at the court- €0IPy Public Schools is hosting a youth rally with
iahs ar i isti ihgyse will close atnoon on Monday to do end-of-year bofeme. “Directions for the Future,” on Thursday, Ja

around 16. Saturday, cloudy, highs around 28. Saturda@aptive Free, acontemporary Christian band that brifigs'Se y y 3002. More than 600 students will be attending the

nightand Sunday, cloudy, lows around 10 and highs aroandessage of hope through music, drama, puppetry Ing. from bakley Goodland. Tri-Plains. Atwood. Grinnell

25. Colby’s high Wednesday was 50 and the overnight lmteraction, will be performing at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, an¢agsyrer’s office closes Monday Colby, said Joni-Clark Leiker, Col’by High School cc

this morning was 15. Precipitation for the month is a scaft30 a.m. Sunday at Trinity Lutheran Church in Colby. . . ; : ; ;
0.09 inches. The soil temperature at the 4-inch deptfitiss one of several teams of young adults from Minneapo! N Thomas County Treasurer’s office will be closed aflor. Seating for some of the sessions will be availa
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