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Sheriff frustrated
by squabbling
of tow truckers

By MAXINE NELSON The officers asked how they wer
Colby Free Press doing onbudget, and learned they we
Christmas day was “slick, dangerdoing well. Baughn said the jail is look
ous and bloody,” according to Thomaisig at some major plumbing repairs, as
County Sheriff Tom Jones, reportinghe original pipes are leaking beside the
Friday morning to the county commiseells.
sioners. Jones was referring to a seriefther items of business included:
of accidents caused by slick roads. < Larry Jumper, landfill director, in-
Jones reported problems with towroduced Travis Williby, who will start
truck drivers vying for vehicles to beJan. 2 asthe new employee atthe land
towed, instead of waiting their turnfill. Jumper said winter hours at th¢
According to Jones, there was “a rovandfill are: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-§
of tow trucks in the median,” waitingp.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sundgy,
to tow away accident victims, and on&-4 p.m.
wrecker driver “drove 80 miles per The landfill will return to summer
hour onice” to get to an accident, anldours when Daylight Savings Timg
then pulled the keys out of a car so resumes.
would get the tow. He said the Department of Health | . e =il | E . :
However, he did not get that tow, aand Environment has renewed th e el i : } Bl
the deputy working the wreck told himrhomas County Landfill permit from , it g ;
he had not been called, and could ndan. 12, 2001, to Jan. 12, 2002. T
tow that vehicle. group briefly discussed money, and the
The county calls tow trucks on anorbudget is ready for landfill operation
preferential basis, in order. The cityo begin Jan. 1.
however, allows the officers working A city employee had taken the tire
the case to call whichever wrecker thefpr the landfill loader to Denver to b
prefer, adding to the confusion. filled with foam. He was housed by hi
Jones said he would like for the conbrother, thus saving the county mon
missioners to meet with the tow trucland the commissioners said they

11%

they had metwith the drivers inthe pagiie county.
and decidedto callthemonanon-pref-« Marian K. Lindberg, Thomas
erential basis, and nothing had changé&bunty EMS director, brought her le
since then. ter of resignation, effective Jan. 24. She

Jones said the sheriff's departmentill be attending Fort Hays State Uni
has been getting bogus phone calls neersity to obtain a bachelor of nursin
questing a wrecker, and when the todegree, but will be available by phon
truck and deputy get there, there is rfor consultation, and will be conduct known and firefighters are mopping up hot spots today.
one atthe address. He said ifthey couldlg monthly training for Thomas - -
prove who was doing it, they would b€ounty EMS, and help out on call
arrested. when back in Colby. Josh Buffingto

The commissioners asked if he hadill be the new EMS director, an
Caller ID and when told the law enMartin Rinehart will be his assistant.
forcement center did not, they stronglyhe commissioners wished Lindber
advised him to get it. the best. Lindberg said Thomas County

In other matters involving the sheEMS had 603 ambulance calls/inc|- By JAYKELLEY
riff's department, Jones requested apents in 2000, a 10 percentincrease|in - yayk| py —
proval to purchase avehicle toreplaaalls. Insurance collections wer
one that was totaled when Office$123,790.15 which included privat
Allen Marcum hit slick roads in Rengpay, Medicare, Medicaid and Blu
County on his way to the Kansas LaWross/Blue Shield.
Enforcement Training Academy. The < Chris Bieker, road and bridge di
vehicle slid sideways and rolled. Thatector, brought several end of the year
vehicle, a 1994 Ford Crown Victoriabudget transfers.

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press
Firefighters work to overhaul a blaze at the Northwest Furniture warehouse, Second and Cornell in Oakley. The origin of the fire is still un-

roof when we got there” Martin said.enough wind out of the south to blovabout 5 a.m.

Colby Free Press ~ The warehouse consisted of tweome brands into the houses to theFirefighters continue to look fof
An early morning buildings, a Quonset on the north anabrth.” hot spots and overhaul the embe
fire destroyed the Northwest Furnia Morton-type building on the south, Burning brands were sent flyingMartin said a subfloor was hinderin
ture warehouse in Oakley this mornconnected by a hallway. north into three houses also occupyir@perations, making it difficult ang
ing. Fire chief Tim Martin said the Martin said the north building washe block. The houses were also evaadangerous to get to the remainin]
fire department was called to theompletely involved in fire and theated because of the smoke and hetite.
warehouse at Cornell and Secorsbuth building was already heavily inAlthough there was minor damage to Martin also said the fire appeare
streets at 1:30 a.m. volved. one of the houses, the fire departmetat have started in the hall betwee

had b dori v f . T ferrod $8 987.13 f h Firefighters were confronted by Heavy fire and a partial collapsavas able to prevent the fire fronbuildings, but no determination as
a feen used primarily for prlsoneé elyitrlan_? erre o Spec |r.§mt- flames and smoke blowing out oforced firefighters to take a defensivepreading. cause and damage estimates h
transfer. ast Hale Township Special EQUIR- \ingows and a partial collapse of thetance early. Martin said both city pumpers andeen made.

The commissioners approved thment Fund to the Thomas County Sp
purchase of a 1998 Crown Victori@ial Equipment Fund. The money i
with police package from the Kansagsed to reimburse the county fgr
Highway Patrol for $13,175. It hagnoney spent maintaining the township
70,000 miles onit, and has a kennel fooads; transferred $13,518.55 from th ) . . .

a canine officer. East Hale Township General fund t Ove rn O r S race O e n S eC u atl O n e I n '

Jones proposed to use the new vilre Thomas County Special Equip- 3 A
hicle for the canine officer, and use ament Fund; transferred $5,462.95 from
older car for prisoner transport. the North Randall township SpeciaBy CARL MANNING think anyone wants to actively run foother whose name has been mentionetio can’t hold Republicans togett

Undersheriff Mike Baughn re-Equipment Fund to the Thomas Coun- Associated Press Writer governor for two years, so the prefein GOP circles. Moran has been ithen his political stock will tumble.
quested approval for a small buildingy Special Equipment Fund; trans- TOPEKA (AP) — It seems a trifleence is to delay until spring.” Washington since 1996 and servedParkinson said he hasn’'tdiscout
about 12 by 12 feet, to be built by théerred $30,127 from the North Randabarly to talk about who wants to be In November 2002, Kansans wilkight years before that in the state Seifte idea of running, but wants to
radio tower for the radios. township General fund to the Thomagovernor in 2002, but not for anybodylect somebody to replace Republicate. “He’s one of the most astute peoph@w the field shapes up before mal

Presently the radios are housed inGounty Special Equipment Fund —who's considering it — or even thinkBill Graves, serving his second and fiFve seen involved in Kansas politicsa decision. Like the other potential ¢
small room with the generator, but ththis money was used for repairs oniag about considering it. nal four-year term. The list of potentialn the ability to appeal to the electordidates, he’s a moderate.
building is in need of repair. The citygrader, mower and loader; transferred None of the aspirants are quite readyandidates is growing like mushroomate, he has no equal,” said Senate PresiModerates control the state G
has proposed to provide the labor if tHg25,000 from the County Road antb bang the drum and announce theifter a spring shower. dent-elect Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinsonmachinery but there remain many c
county buys the material. Bids for th&ridge Fund to the county Speciatandidacies. Those considering — or One of the first names to pop up is Moran said he’s focused on the corservatives within the party.
building were $3,128.43 from C&KHighway Improvement Fund. said to be considering—all have varid:t. Gov. Gary Sherrer, who says hgressional session that begins WednesOne conservative who has b
Lumber, and $2,056.72 from Colby < Economic Development Directottions of the same response: It's tolmasn’t decided but admits he’s given day. mentioned is State Treasurer -
Lumber. Gerry Fulwider asked how the countgarly to say for sure. some thought. He was appointed by “It seems awfully early to make aShallenburger, who could benefit fr

The county approved buying matewvanted to handle collateral on micro “Whether it's too early or not isn'tGraves to the No. 2 spot in 1996 andkcision about future political office,”a crowded field of moderates.
rials for the building, and told Baughrioans. The loans are available for up the question. Folks already are talkingas elected in 1998 on the ticket witMoran said. Shallenburger said he hasn'tdec
to get bids on repairing the building15,000 for people wishing to starabout it,” said GOP State Chairmafsraves. Another possible candidate iduthasbeenwooed by some of his
housing the generator. new businesses or expand existingark Parkinson. “Early next summer will be a goodSpeaker-elect Kent Glasscock, Rew conservative Republicans.

Baughn also requested approval tausinesses. Parkinson said potential candidatdsmne to decide,” Sherrer said. “WhenManhattan, who says, “All lam think- Another conservative mentione!
purchase two digital cameras for The commissioners told him to pusimply aren’t being coy or playing hardlecide, | will let you know. | believe ifing about is how | can be a successfGlongressman Todd Tiahrt of Wich
$1,130.95 each to be used to recotitk liens inthe name of Thomas Countp get when they waffle. you are running, you tell people.” speaker. My focus is on the Kansasut he hasn’t expressed any publi
crime scenes, and such. The camefasonomic DevelopmentAlliance. The “Many of the prominent potential With an open governor’s seat, oth-House.” terest in moving from Washington
have the capacity for video and soundounty also has revolving loans avaitandidates have taken the position efs may be coming out of the political How well Glasscock does as speak&bpeka. The odds favor a Republi
The commissioners approved the puable for up to $100,000, and anyonegaiting until April or May and thenwoodwork. will be a factor in any gubernatoriabeing the next governor, Parkin:
chase of one camera. interested should contact Fulwider. making a decision,” he said. “| don't Congressman Jerry Moran is arbid. Ifhe’s perceived as aweak speaksaid.

“roofin the north building whenthey “We were trying to protect expo-one rural truck were committed to the “Itwasn’t the best way to start th
arrived. “There was fire through thesures,” said Martin, “we had jusfire, which was declared under contraiew year,” he said.

Weather: Warming trend tation are provided by the Northwest Research-Extensitemts in the area during the three-day period with only evik remain open through the first week of January.

A rapid warm-up is forecast for the Colby area for tfenter, Colby.) unconfirmed vehicle fatality in the entire state. ] )
reminder of the week, according to the National Weattﬁb . . . . Grade school site COU_nC” to me_et
Service. Tonight, expect partly cloudy skies, lows arouitoliday weekend quiet Council meeting canceled The Colby Grade School Site Council will meet
25 and west winds 10 mph. Wednesday, partly sunny, higha/ith the exception of a few minor incidents, local law The Colby City Council meeting scheduled for today h@&ay at 6:30 p.m., Jan. 8, in the grade school cafeteri
inthe lower 50s and northwest winds 15-25 mph and gustyforcement officials said today that the New Year holidagen canceled, according to city officials. The next re@yblic is invited. For information, call 465-5100.
Wednesday night and Thursday, clear, lows in the 20s aregtkend was quiet. lar meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 7:30 prrg% t set at hiah school
highs 55-65. Thursday night and Friday, lows in the 20s antiVe had a couple of domestic dispute calls and a cougencil chambers at City Hall. For questions, call 462-44 }0. ncertseta |g SChoo . _
highs 45-50. Colby’s weekend temperatures: highs, 3%6toud party complaints on New Year’s Eve, but other than Dagang We\r]1dy S;“'Tgf I}Eanliashcsltthml p%r]form
Friday, 27 on Saturday and 22 on Sunday; lows, 15 on 8at, it was uneventful,” said Colby Police Chief Randgl},. . p.m. sunday Jan. /, at Lolby RHigh School. The ev
urday, 4 on Sunday and 10 this morning. The soil tempelares. The report was much the same in the county. “ItngweSt_ Energy accepting tree_s sponsored by Mingo Bible Church. The couple, acco
tures at the four-inch depth is averaging 29 degrees. Theadly quiet,” said Thomas County Sheriff Tom Jones. “wdJsed Christmas trees may be left at the Midwest Enetgyofficials, will perform praise songs with songs of c
was a trace of snow over the weekend, with the moistsi@pped one vehicle and made several minor in posseskl@® S. Range, after Christmas for recycling. All decoraership and challenge for the whole family. The pub
content only 0.2 of an inch. The records for Jan. 2: 6%imests, but that was it.” tions and plastic tree removal bags must be removed fiaorited and a free-will offering will be taken. For inforr

1922 and -17in 1942The daily temperatures and precipi- The Kansas Highway Patrol reported no vehicle acéle trees before they are deposited. The collection potius, call Pastor Jon Hansen at 785-462-2992.
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