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Like nothing they've ever seen before

Olivers recount experiences at ground zero

l..

By PATTY DECKER 3
Free Press Editor |
New York City firefighters, police- |-
men and recovery workers probably
won'tremember Jim and Molly Oliver}. =
of Colby, who as Red Cross volunteefs -
puttheir own jobs and lives on hold fo s -
three weeks to help after the Sept. -"!P -
attack. e
Instead, what they will likely re-
member about the Olivers, along with:
the countless thousands of other vg
unteers, is how in a time of nationg
crisis everyone, from every state inthe.
union, pulled together to work side by
side in bridging the humanitarian gap
with brotherly love. L
“It was a lifetime opportunity in
volunteerism, and we were glad wg
could go,” said Molly. “It was our [\

country’s disaster and we wanted @8 | BR[O

help in any way we could as represefis {0 2 e d T A
tatives of Colby, Kansas and as Ameiji e : : Falalelet -
cans.” & ; ; :

The Olivers, who are experiencefd
emergency response vehicle (ER
drivers and trained in the area of disa
ter services human resources, were PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

asked to again use those skills in NeNg 6y RigHT: Jim and Molly Oliver looked over a poster that was given to them by the  onthe World Trade Center prior to the attacks. The photographer, Everen Brown, donated
York City. American Red Cross as a “thank you” for helping in the aftermath of the Sept. 11 terrorist his work as a tribute to unity. ABOVE LEFT: Jim Oliver (far right) loaded containers at the

Although they had vast experienCgya ks on the World Trade Center. The picture shows the view from the observation deck  old municipal airport in New York City. Others pictured were volunteers as well.
and knowledge helping in the after-

math of the Hoisington tornado an@ack at the scene the next morningaid. canisters or cambros of coffee and heaid. By the time the Olivers left orroute.
again in North Carolina following They didn’t spend time with theirown The routine was the same every dayater,” Molly said. Wednesday, Dec. 5, there were 20“There was alot of security atthe
Hurricane Floyd, they both agreed thaamilies — they spent all their timeWhen they arrived on the shuttle bus, In all, the entire procedure from themergency response vehicles in bodypoths and on the streets,” she ¢
what they saw in New York City waswith the Red Cross, which was theithey metwith other Red Cross stafferbyiefing to stocking the ERV tookshops and most of the other vehiclégvhenever we could, we would he
like nothing they had ever seen or exfeline, their serenity,” he said. checked out their ERV, and drove tabout 45 minutes. Somewhere bassigned to ground zero had one tre bags out the ERV window as
perienced before. A typical day for Jim and Molly one of the hangars that housed boxegeen 8:30to 9 a.m., the Olivers wouldchore dents from maneuvering througmade our way to ground zero,” :
“This was differentthan other disasstarted at 5 a.m. One hour later theand boxes of snacks to be delivered then got on the road for ground zerdhe narrow streets of Manhattan. Theaid.
ters inthat so much supportwas needg@re catching a Red Cross shuttle buarious locations in and around grourft¥e had to fight traffic the entire wayRed Cross has 270 ERVs in its fleet The idea of the “goodie bag” f
for the volunteers and rescuers,” Jifiom their hotel in Queens to Floydzero. to Manhattan,” Jim said. Later, thand, of those, nearly 25 percent wesdso originated with Molly, Jim sa
said. “The steel workers, crane opergennett Field on the east side of Brook- “Every morning we went to a speOlivers said they learned that ERVh New York City. and every morning while they we
tors, firefighters, police, recoverylyn. cific hangar where we loaded 4,00@rivers were in huge demand by the The Olivers said they would get otbeing briefed, she would fill ziplo
crews were all interacting at ground “Floyd Bennett Field was the oldbs. of crackers, cookies and othéRed Cross — and there was a reastime freeway, which took them albags with the treats. One day, he
zero and they all used the Red Crossgew York City Municipal Airport and snack food into the ERV. From theréfpr that. around the outside edge of Brooklywhile she was busy making up
their family. in its hangars and offices were whenge went to a second warehouse to load'Even the more seasoned ERV drivand every day Molly would have spebags, a couple of other Red Cross
“They worked 16 hour days, travwe received our day’s assignmentbpttled water, and at another locatioers wouldn’t accept this assignmential “goodie bags” ready to give to
eled home, jumped into bed and welsriefings and loaded up the ERV,” Jimve stocked the ERV with ice, and hugleecause of the drive to Manhattan,” hmany of the security people along th8ee “OLIVERS,” Page 6

City council votes to stay with Blue Cross and Blue Shield

By PATTY DECKER plans thatincluded self-funding were removets or equity since the city, like any other cusoncerns about a C-1 zoning which would re-+ The council approved IKON's bid of $5,
Free Press Editor from consideration leaving the following protomer, shares in profits, if there are any eaghire no on-site parking, no building set-backsr a Ricoh 1035 copier as replacement f
The Colby City Council gave unanimougo0sals for review. year. and would limit the types of businesses thatirrent copier in the city manager’s officec

approval to stay one more year with Blue CrossT rustmark Insurance, which offered cover- « The council approved a quit claim deed ffuffy and Linda Taylor, owners of Southwingbosals were also received from Tri-Centrl
and Blue Shield at its meeting Tuesday nigt@ge only to Kansas physicians and subject3unflower Partners on atractof land in the areaza, could have inthatarea. The commissiaze Supply on a Savin 2535 at $5,673 arl
The decision was based on recommendatidfgdical underwriting on nine employees armktween Ramada Inn and Amoco. The paymeigo considered a C-M zoning, which would e Works for a Ricoh 1035 at $5,489. Co
by a committee reviewing different plans, safPouses. With the Blue Cross/Blue Shield plefor the land and relocation of the water line hadcommercial/mixed use district, but afte?resident Eugene Wieland excused hi
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager. employees have the latitude of using physiciansen received by Sunflower Partners and omieighing the three options, recommendéidm the discussion and approval of copie
Councilman Herb Sunderman asked if the both Kansas and Nebraska, Armstrong saidquired approval by the council in order fdteeping the area a C-2 zoning. Along with that his association with Office Works.
changes with Blue Cross/Blue Shield woul@he rates for Trustmark, before underwritindgayor Warren Hixson to execute the deed. recommendation, Armstrong said, the planningPrior to approval, Armstrong said that v
affect the new rates and, in responsw&ere $280.86 for single; children, $252.77; « An agreement was reached on the costaafmmission further recommended that theds were reviewed, she learned that IKON
Armstrong said the costs would be locked gmployee and spouse, $365.11; and employereparing the base for Horton Ave. (whicbouncil consider providing a one time only exauthorized dealer for Ricoh, but does not
regardless of any corporate changes. spouse and children, $617.88. would be located on the south side of Comfaréption for the building encroachment on tftee territory in Thomas County. After con
Coverage rates that will go into effect on Eeb.Another plan proposed was from Thomdan) at $15,000 with Cahoj Earthmoving coreast, and allow for parking and two signs on tiveg the dealer/sales manager for Ricoh
1, 2002 were $303.43 for a single member ak@unty Insurance with Fortis Benefits Insutracted to do the work. The contract agreemeitly’s right-of-way until future developmentcentral region, the company said they v
$657.22 for a family. ance Company. While the benefits were sinstipulated that Cahoj would do the subgrasuld require a change. provide a special incentive to Office Worl
“The final premium increase was 11 perce}ﬂr to Blue Cross/Blue Shield, she explainedhodifications at that location and Armstrong Armstrong said she concurred with the plaenable them to sell the copier at the sam:
with the new rates and dental coverage woufte rates were again subjectto change basedexommended approval since the estimatéag commission’s recommendations, addirag the IKON bid. The maintenance agrer
be $42.64 for family and $20.03 for single witBxisting medical risks in the group. Cov_erag_eqe under what th_e city’s engineers had ahat it would also provide more Iatitgde for thifom Office Works was .0099¢ per copy
the employees paying 100 percent of that cosas quoted, but changeable based on risk ficipated. The council agreed and approved thaylors and be more compatible with the typgON was .0105¢ and based on 70,000 €
she said. tors, as follows: a single employee at $207.3Gtion unanimously. of development they are building. per year would have been a $42 differenc
In reviewing the other rates, Armstrong saRimployee/spouse, $499.11; employee, spouse A great deal of time was spent by the plan-In addition, the council was further asked to Both Office Works and IKON have certi
thatin some instances the insurance costs wetéddren, $631.48 ning commission in reviewing the zoning reguiefund the $150 the Taylors paid for the rezotechnicians to service the machine.
based on many varying factors and were noin other council business: _ lations for C-1, which is solely a commerciahg process should they approve staying withAfter discussing the matter briefly, the ¢
necessarily like comparing apples to apples. Irt Larry Berg with Midwest Energy in Colbydistrict, and C-2, whichis a neighborhood cortike C-2 zoning. Council agreed and approveiiwent with the low bid by IKON. The mo
addition, because of past experiences with p_gpesented checks to the city in amounts totatercial district at Southwind Plaza. The conadl aspects of the zoning to include the excetp-pay for the copier was encumbered fro

tially self-funded plans, Armstrong said, anj?d $13,500. The checks represent capital crexission, Armstrong said, reported they hatbns and refund. 2001 budget for replacement of the copie
e Briefly oe——— Landfill director brlngS queStIOnS
Weather: Chi”y and it would be his decision whether or not to formall

. - - ’ -
The chilly conditions currently visiting the Colby regioﬁharge Kraft..RehgardL}ngllﬁ-year-olccji(?%ror? Kraﬁ,r\:vhow @ CO u n CO m I ' l I SS I O n e rS m eetl n
will continue for the foreseeabie future, says the Natiof"l‘gﬂ""S":‘)engﬁr mtfel;/e Icle, Jontlajg fe t a(tjn((ajc a_trrgels
Weather Service forecast center at Goodland. Tonight, \{?If ut that a full report would be forwarded to Taylor

. : r this week. It would then be Taylor’s decision whether . .
cold with lows landing somewhere between 10 and 15 not to pursue any formal charges based on events BYMAXINE NELSON He said 2002 will be the last year foe trash could be compacted and |

rees an soutnuest s &35 men. Ty B O et CODYFGEES thepamen n he and which s b cloyees o ke 10 e
mph, switching to the northwest. Thursday night parﬁ nter. Theolby Free Preswants to maintain an accu, oJmas %unty han st |rectorr1|nngurc as_g oo nevr\: s col ratherthan_the ol C|t|zens, e,
cloudy and lows again around 15 degrees. Friday, Satife record of our town. Please report any error or laci 8fry Jumper broug tquESt'oﬂ.s tgtdie“ r:/ag_s Sa'h.aﬁ.szon ast ﬁcougty 98timper said he would talk with the
day and Sunday, cloudy to partly cloudy, lows in the mid &1ty in @ news story to us at 462-3963. e e oot see if they were replacing a tr
o ,20 S harai o ) 205 to the mi getfor 2002 at their Monday meetingused as cover in the landfill remoyeduck, and/or check with other entiti

1d20a g pper20stothe m'wee”ness Fair set for Jan. 26 Jumper said the amount was the sarfiem the property south of the landfill, Jumper also said he needed ta
30s. Tuesday'’s highin Colby was 33 and the overnight | . as had been agreed to when he talkébse payments will cease, too.  grade the computer at the land

this mprning was 11. The soil temperature at the 4-incﬁ_’h0_sewho_ had blood Worl_<d0nefor_this_ year’s WellngSsh the commissioners earlier, butthe He suggested Jumper talk with Jerfyhere is a lot of dust out there, anc
depth is averaging 32 degrees. Precipitation for montk&sr will receive an explangtlon ofthe fmdmgs atthe evephounts were different in certain lin®ieker, public works director for thecomputer is in poor shape, and
almost a no-show with a mere 0.10 inches recorded. dheSaturday, Jan. 26, during presentations schedulegfors city of Colby, and work out some satenough that it cannot dowﬁload

records for Jan. 16: 72in 1894 and—15in 1¢Ble daily 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 12:30 p.m. The fajj .said he had “money for what isfactory agreement for emergency usgtest version of the landfill softwa

temperatures, precipitation and record_s are provided by thil be open from9a.m.tol p.m. and is being held in tﬁ@n’tneed, and notforwhat | do needdf equipment. he said

Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby3tudent union at Colby Community College. His big concern was that the capital Jumper said he had hoped to get aEvans asked him to check with M
o ] . outlay, which is used for purchasingnower tractor, and Evans suggestedbers, technology supervisor for

Clarification made on accident Pheasants Forever sets banquet equipment, was smaller. getting a used mower deck which coulglty, and to let the commissioners kr

In the Monday edition of the Colby Free Press, we hadPheasants Forever will hold its annual banquet on Fri€ommissioner Chair Ron Evande used with the tractor at the landfillyhat is needed.

indicated in a cutline that 29-year-old Robert Kraft had besay, Jan. 25, atthe Comfort Inn Convention Center in Colégid the landfill had money allocate@&vans also said Jumper could transferalso, Evans said, he should ch
formally charged with driving under the influence of drugSpcial Hour will be 7-7:30 p.m. with the dinner at 7:30 p.fier amotor grader which is needed, andoney from one line item to anotherwith the sheriff’s office, and see if
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of algre-auction, drawings and raffles will follow. Paid regigie county has some equipment which Jumper said he was thinking of buyof the computers which have beer
scription depressant. No charges had been filed for thinagons received by Jan. 18 will be eligible for an early bgdn be used in case of emergency, aind a used trash truck with a compagiaced are suitable for the landfill.
infractions at that time. However, Colby Police Chieifawing. Membership is $25. Dinner tickets are $15 eagtfangements can probably be mader and keeping it at the landfill office. The commissioners will next m
Randall Jones said today that these charges were goifRgtarn to Kansas Pioneer Chapter Pheasants ForevekyRDthe city also to use some of theiPrivate citizens could dump their trasn Monday at 9 a.m. in the comn
be recommended to Allan Taylor, Thomas County attornBgx 205, Colby. Forinformation call Mike at 462-3391.equipment. in the dumpsters kept there, and thejoners room of the courthouse.
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