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Controlled fire a rare learning opportunity
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By JAY KELLEY which is burned to create realisti§18,000-$25,000 depending on spe PEERar W e T T X gl
Colby Free Press smoke conditions. Actual fire condifications, but firefighters were im [ TH A GRS fid | —--;;T-—
Colby firefighters spent their Tuestions, with parts of the structure burnpressed by the capabilities. g-'»-'-' o e
day night training session reviewingng, are too unpredictable for safe train- The camera was also used to chegk " T - Pl d } L
lessons fromthe controlled live fire omng. the heat conditionsin the “burnroom,f’ i - o L b »
Saturday whenthe old Rainbow Drive- “We were able to repeat the trainingshere the barrels were kept, to make— ; ! P mi
inand the adjoining house were demadvolution many times safely,” he saidsure fire didn’t extend to the structure.- RN, A -EJ L
ished. Fire crews practiced searching for a Once all the crews were finished,fa £ | | E = T N 1 ] "R
The buildings, on the corner olummy victim, nicknamed Ivan, hid-hole was cutin the roof and inthe firgt. = « | § | %"’F it Ry : 1= JJ
Fourth and Sterling, were scheduleden in the house. Crews also practicéidor to allow air to move through th E [~ T“M l ]
for demolition by the Knights of Co-with a thermal imaging camera, probuilding and a pile of flammable ma ! '
lumbus, who eventually want to putamided by Danko Fire Equipment oterials were set on fire inthe basement. I‘i“! l |I i !
activity building on the property. Salina. The cameracan “see” heat fromA water curtain was set up for a shoft. l,'|=| 3] ¥ i ) =
Colby Fire Chief Bob McLemorea fire victim’s body or from a fire hid-time to protect the old drive-in, givind, ' & % L% 5] L’HI ——
thought the chance for some realistiden inside a wall. fire crews practice in protecting expois - * '-AL' g h 1 T T .
training would be good, so he agreed The unit also has the ability to sendures. The curtain was also invalua 4 TEIL! L 1 J - T
to burn the house. The fire departmeithages back to a remote televisiopyractice for protecting exposed stru¢<§ .- T | |y S 0 e
did the same thing with the house alowing command officers to see whatres. The drive-in building, only afe h ; e S i e
Fourth and French almost five yearthe inside crews are seeing. feetfromthe house, was notharmed byd . =% 1" T S , N T
ago, again for the Knights of Colum- Firefighters reviewed a recordinglames at all until the curtain was rek# = L& 4 T e o e B
bus. made from the video feed that showadoved. Two water cannons and [l ¢ A J. {?“"‘“ﬁ{” ﬂ'“:.d_ i )
“It was a good training in a conthe dummy only a few feet fromnozzle on the end of the ladder of Efi-# ¥ i ol o et s o TS R, L
trolled environment,” said McLemorefirefighters, who still could not see itgine 2 were used to cool embers carri *:’-U'_ . e '-1:.-{” gih. '.'-'r 3
Firefighters from Winona, Oakley and Service Officer J.L. Ellis said, “Youby the winds. o e e e s AR
Sheridan County also attended.  can take your most experienced crew“We really appreciate the peopl AR ﬁhf‘}‘*f“:f;!- R
McLemore said firefighters didn’twithout the camera, and they will getvho put up with the smoke and incorf : e —
train in the building while it was actu-beat by the most inexperienced crevenience,” said McLemore. “This was JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press
ally on fire for safety reasons. with it.” arare opportunity for live training andColby firefighters Sean Hankin and Doug Lewis waited their turn to enter a smoke-filled house during a training
Instead, barrels are filled with straw, Cost of the cameras range frorntwas a great asset for us.” exercise Saturday. Firefighters from Winona, Oakley and Sheridan County also took part in the exercise.
['h trial set for April 1
By PATTY DECKER on or before March 6. driving. All charges resulted from
Free Press Editor ~ As the trial date nears, Thomasvo-vehicle collision that occurr
The trial date has been setfor a Collfyounty Attorney Allan Taylor wasabout eight miles east of Colby on L

teenager, who pled not guilty late lagiranted approval to admit a Kansasighway 24. Taylor said on Tues
year, on multiple charges to includ8ureau of Investigation lab report rethat paperwork for the trial took nee
second degree murder stemming frogarding Thompson’s blood alcohobne year to file since the defenc
a fatal accident two years ago. examination following the accident ofnimself was hospitalized for injuries
Thomas County District CourtJan. 29, 2000. had as a result of the accident.
Judge Glenn D. Schiffner set the trial In addition to the second degree Further, in November, the co
for Michael A. Thompson, 18, ofmurder charge alleging that Angelauled that Thompson would be trie
Colby, to begin on Monday, April 1, aDuden and Justin Shaw, 17, and bo#m adult rather than a juvenile, wt
1:30 p.m. of Colby, died as a result of the accagain required new filings of t
A pre-trial date was scheduled fodent, Thompsonis being charged wittharges.
Wednesday, March 20 at 1:30 p.mwo counts of aggravated battery, driv- Cal Williams of Colby is Thom|
with orders and any other motions dueg under the influence and recklesson’s court-appointed attorney.

A No tax increase in budget plan

= __,i’u. II! 'ﬁ’glﬁ:"" E ; TOPEKA (AP)—What one official plans to submitto legislators, who corbut we don'’t believe it is dire.”
= _-E':" B hﬂ o o called an “ugly pig contest” is undervene their 2002 session Monday. Even the governor and his sf
JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press | way after two Senate Republican lead- Graves has promised to propose tévaven’t expressed much enthusi
ers outlined a proposal for solving thencreases to avoid some cuts in goverfor the budget Graves plans to sub
state’s budget problems without a tament programs, but Kerr and Morri§ hey have emphasized that Kansa:
increase. The new plan, outlined Tuesaid the state shouldn’t take morequires Gravesto submitabudget
I b [4 3 day by Senate President Dave Kerr, ofoney from its residents when theelies only on existing revenue sou
‘ O an e an Swe rS t e Ca Hutchinson, and Ways and Meansconomy is slumping. — not the tax increases he’ll propc
y Chairman Steve Morris, of Hugoton, “We think we need to provide the Budget Director Duane GooOs:¢
relies instead on cutting spending artzest budget we can craft within exissaid the Kerr-Morris plan also is ur
By PATTY DECKER Kansas City on Tuesday. for 18 years. tapping rainy-day funds. It is an altering resources,” Kerr said during a newtsactive because it would cut spenc

Free Press Editor  “This was the firsttime we have used When Ostmeyer first heard abolt native to the budget Gov. Bill Gravesonference. “The budget picture is baly many state agencies.
A 21-month-old Colby boy wasangelFlight,” Jennifer said, “and wethe organization, which serve

flown to Kansas City on Tuesdayre so grateful for this service.” people in 11 western states and Has 1

with the help of aangel On this trip, Skyler was getting x<flown more than 10,000 missions, he e rOS pace p ant to ay O I n State
_fSkyII?er Roienburgatge fr?r\‘/\?”emays in Kansas City and other tests &aid he wanted to be included.

nifer Rosenberg and o€ arr€igetermine the next step in correcting aThere are two people involved i i i i

has multiple birth defects and needs . foot. p gthis aroup from Cpolbg, e WICHITA (AP) — Bombardier aircraft market did not occur.

surgery, followed up by seven |tis expected that a cast on his left “I fly and Ken Bixenman provide

months of treatments, his mothefoot will also be required in the futurethe plane,” Ostmeyer said.

said. ) Jennifer, who only recently moved Inrecent months, he has flown gn
In order to accomplish theseg Colby from Goodland said she hasfant from St. Francis to Colorad

things, Jennifer enlisted the help afyo other children, Serena, 5, and Setio,see a specialist there and anot

AngelFlight Central, and Mark1, and without this service she sai@olby child was taken to the Shrin

Ostmeyer, a pilotand manager of th@ese trips would be difficult and Crippled Children’s Hospital in St

Colby Municipal Airport, answeredhardship. Louis for medical care.

the call. Along with Jenniferand son, AngelFlight is a volunteer group For questions or informatior]

Dan Baalman and Skyler Rosenberg, along with Skyler’'s mother, Jennifer, got acquainted at the Colby
airport before a trip to Kansas City on Tuesday.

in Wichita over the next 90 days.
Aerospace plans to lay off 800 addi- “Unfortunately, the business aircraft About 350 Bombardier workers
tional workers due to the continuingnarket has been slow to recover,” JiWichita lost their jobs in that initi
downturninthe business aircraft maiZiegler, vice president and generalutback. The Tucson facility hadt
. manager of Learjet Operations anldeen affected by the prior layoffs.
The latest cuts announced Tuesda&yrcraft Completion Centers, saidina “We have been monitoring the m
€Lill be at Bombardier’s manufacturingprepared statement. ketplace and especially corporate
F plants in Wichita and Arizona, and Bombardier bought Learjetin 1990its because corporate profits tend t
come about three months after Cana-Most of the additional reductionsa pretty good indicator of whatwe s
dian-based Bombardier said it wouldill occur at Bombardier’s Tucsonin orders for corporate jets, Bomt

- slash 3,800 jobs worldwide. Completion Center, where 550 peoplier spokesman David Franson ¢
Skyler, Ostmeyeralsorecruited Dafiedicated to helping people who neabout the service, call 1-800-474- ~ o compjany said at the time thaill Iopse their jobs during the nepxt 1p2Tuesdpay.
Baalman of Colby to accompanyransportation to medical care, Os8464 or look on their website af: frther layoffs were predicted if sig-months. The latest job cuts will bring t

them on the flight while waiting inmeyer said, and has been in operatiomw.angelflightcentral.org. nificantimprovementsin the business Another 250 people will be laid offworkforce in Wichita down to 3,20

State’s flight schools tighten security procedures in wake of Florida crash

WICHITA (AP) — Some Kansaschecks. David Dewhirst, owner of thering doing the same backgroundery much about the task, but feel theg more lengthy entrance interviewterrorist attacks.
flight schools have tightened securit$abris Corp. flight school at Jabareahecks onits students as those used facessity to criticize it,” he said. since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. “A couple of years ago, we had |
procedures after a 15-year-old flighField, said every flight school in thepeople who buy hand guns. The school At Mid-Continent Airport, Yingling More than 90 percent of the studentsvn lack of comfort with people frc
student flew his plane into a Florid@ountry uses the same procedures fzss also begun having instructors kedwiation has also stopped giving thevho learn to fly at Yingling are localthe Middle East, particularly Irag, Ir

bank building during the weekend. the Florida flight school. “That is thethe keys until they get out to the fieltkeys to its new students to do preflightesidents. and Kuwait ... Our instructors did |
Some have stopped giving planeay it has been done since the Wrighdr flight training. checks on airplanes until an instructor At Sabris, where 20 percent are foappreciate flying with them, and it |
keys to students for preflight checkdyrothers,” he said. “That is our token contribution tois present, said Terry Cox, director afign, the school had its own uniqueame an arduoustasktofindanins

and others are doing more backgroundBut Dewhirst said Sabris is considreacting to people who don’t knowvflight training. Yingling has been doprocedures in place long before thr to fly with them,” Dewhirst said

e Briefly

Weather: Light snow expected was a record-setting 72 degrees (the old record was 7H#te Complex. The regular meeting will be held imméair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The fair will again be held a

The Colby area could receive up to an inch of snow laté965), and the overnightlow this morning was 33, climiiately following, said Rosalie Seemann, board memb&olby Community College Student Union.
tonight, according to the National Weather Service forecésy.to 45 by 8 a.m. Still no precipitation for the month. The

The chances for precipitation are rated at 60 percent. $bietemperature atthe 4-inch depth isaveraging 32 degrees. . ) .

lows will be in the upper 20s with north winds up to 10 mpHae records for Jan. 9: 70in 1916 and -13in 10#& daily Deadline Saturday for blood tests Meals on Wheels’ needs volunteers
Thursday, cloudy, a 30 percent chance for light snow in tegperatures, precipitation and records are provided by theime is running out for those wanting blood tests for thelThe Meals on Wheels program is in need of volun
morning, with highs in the lower 40s and north winds 18erthwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, ColbyJ)an. 26 Wellness Fair. According to the Colby Wellngegleliver on Saturdays or Sundays during the odd rr
25 mph. Thursday night, partly cloudy, lows in the upp . . Committee, blood will be drawn for the last time at tied 2002. Meals on Wheels delivers an average of 23
teens. Friday and Saturday, cloudy to partly cloudy con&-enegs annual meeting scheduled Citizens Medical Center laboratory from 6 a.m. to 10 a.p&r day, said Jeanene Brown, one of the coordinators
tions, lows in the lower 20s and highs in the upper 40s omhe annual meeting of Genesis-Thomas County, Inc. will Saturday. Those participating are required to fast fora0e who might be able to help in delivery is asked t
Friday and upper 30s on Saturday. Colby’s high Tuesd@yheld Thursday, Jan. 17 at 6 p.m. in the Thomas Courthours prior to the test. Results will be available at fhwwn at 462-4850.
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