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By MAXINE NELSON * The jail facilities would have dif-
Colby Free Press ficulty meeting staff and inmate re
There’s a new jail in the offing forquirements of the ADA.
Thomas County if law enforcement ¢ Thejaildoes not provide functionaf
officers have their way. Sheriff Tomutility. The building does not accom
Jones and Undersheriff Mike Baughmodate the functions and activities (
brought the 2001 jail report to therovide the level of conditions de
county commissioners attheir Mondagnanded by contemporary legal re
meeting. quirements. The report summarized
Baughn said the totalinmate days féhe jail as having: inadequate living | S5
the year 2000 was 4,196 with the lowspace; inadequate intake area; ingd{ & S8 1
estinmate count 4, the highest inmagsjuate emergency release capacity by b
count 29, and the average inmate counadequate program space; and ingd
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highest inmate count 30, and averadpilt in 1976 to 1976 technology, an
inmate count 11.6. since the 1993 report, the only real ef- i Tl i F

Several of the inmates were appréancements have been the addition|o 4
hended on-70, and some are local ciecurity cameras, a north emergen
zens. So farthis year, as of Jan. 11, texit, and sufficient staff for 24-hou

mate count 17, highest inmate coumtith the booking area being so small, |8
17, and average inmate count, 17. Thecause an inmate might become vip-J&
jail has nine beds. lent and harm himself or others.
Total casesinthe year 2000 were 731The former padded cell has begn| sk i bpria i7 ke
and total for 2001 was 826. So far inonverted into an all-purpose inmate | o A T T T B e i e ot
2002, there have been 21 cases. Service area, containing food preparp-| 5 g L e &
The department served 2,011 civiion, food storage, and inmate laundryy. |-
process warrantsin 2000, and 2,404 7rhe room is too small, he said. : . . b LT s S S A T _ G I
2001. Each service may take severalThere are only nine beds in the jall, e ; — e ol : W L B e T S o SRR
attempts. with two concrete ledges in the detox|-

Baughn said the National Institute ofication cell can be used, if necessary, . . - , .
Corregtions Jail Center prepared a @lthough there are no shower facilitigs Workers began the demolition of the former P&D Automotive building  Miller, who bought the lots, said he had some plans for the property,

cal systems assessment of the Thoniaghat cell. Portable “boats” are als at 335 E. Fourth which was badly damaged by a fire in October. Bill but nothing was final.

County Jail during May 1993, and thetilized to bed inmates on the floo
findings of the consultants regarding’hen the bunk space if filled. .
e e e bonsoeen(S1AVES @YeS taxes on tobacco, gas and groceries
not substantially changed and reconnmates to the Sherman County Jail fo y

mended changes have not been maBleusing because there was no more

The following deficiencies wereroomin the Thomas County Jail. By JOHN HANNA services, critical programs and ecoAdces spending, close the minimumdipping into rainy day funds to avoi
noted: The booking area, approxi- Baughn said the report ends with a Associated Press Writer nomic opportunity to Kansans,”security prisons and cancel the highaxincrease. He said Graves prese
mately 144 square feet, is inadequatécommendation that Thomas County TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Gov. Bill Gravestold legislatorsin his eighth andiay projects. State law required him ta worst-case scenario in the budgs
and since then more items necessaryaad the City of Colby adopt a systenGraves wants toincrease taxes on cigaal State of the State. “It’s thatsubmitabalanced budgetthat assunmsbmitted last week.
the booking of inmates have beeatic process forimproving the jail, andettes, gasoline and groceries to heimple.” no new sources of revenue, and his“What took up a major part of t
added, making it even more crowdedhat the county commissioners appoiprevent cuts in social services and to Smokers would pay an extra 65 cenpmckage of tax increases is designedspeech was restoration of cuts the:
said Baughn. a criminal justice strategic planningaise a little extra money for publidor each package of cigarettes. Motooffset the austerity of that documentislature wasn’t going to make a

« The jail does not have a definableommittee by September,1993. schools. In his State of the State a@sts would pay a penny a gallon more Initial reaction from Republican andvay,” Kerr said.
intake area. Space is not provided for That recommendation was neveairess Monday night, Graves outlinefbr gasoline or diesel fuel and 75 cenf@emocratic legislators was cool. Rep. Doug Mays of Topeka se
a vehicle sally port, holding cellsacted upon, and Baughn repeated ita plan to raise $228 million in fiscamore a year to register a car. The pro-Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler;We're not in the mood to raise tax
shower/search/dress out area or prop-The sheriff said he would look inta2003, which begins July 1. The taposed 0.25 percent sales tax increasaid his constituents oppose tax if-he people of this state are not in
erty/clothing exchange. the possibility of using some drug sepackage is his attempt to help closeveould cost Kansans 25 cents on evecyeases because they represent “bigod to raise taxes.”

« Natural light is not available andzure money to enlarge andimprove ti$426 million hole between expecte®100 cart of groceries. bucks they can't afford right now.” Democratic leaders said Graves
ventilation is poor. Inadequate regulgail, and would also check into the posevenue and spending commitments. Graves already has submitted a pro-Senate President Dave Kerr, Rhe GOP forwhatthey said wasits
tion of room temperature has alwaysibility of applying for some grant “We’re either going to invest in theposed budget to the Legislature th&tutchinson, has helped draft an altemanagement of the state’s finar
been a problem. money. future, or we’re going to deny vitalwould cut education and social senative that relies on spending cuts artliring Graves’ seven years in offic

At Chamber luncheon

‘Children first’ Is speaker’s theme

By MAXINE NELSON make children a priority. services to children.
Colby Free Press  She said the Children’s Campaignis People need to be educated to
Melly Karst Schmidt, director ofabout developing citizen advocateasdvantage of the services availab
Kansas Children’s Campaign, spoke abmposed of a statewide network of Schmidt cited atelephone survd
the Colby/Thomas County Chamber afommunity leaders and grassroots vdrequent voters, showed that 67 per
Commerce luncheon Friday at thanteers working to unite Kansansf those polled wanted more help
Ramada Inn and called for more imaround ways to help children, an#ids, instead of lower taxes.
volvement by the public atlarge to putrged citizens to become advocates.About 45 people attended the |
kids first. “Calls from home are more influentiatheon which was chaired by .
Her presentation followed a roundhan lobbyists,” she said. Eicher.
table discussion with SmartStart of She said the Children’s Campaign Matt Hamill gave the invocatic
Northwest Kansas and other chiléhtends to create a political environand Leilani Thomas, Tourism a
caretakers at which Schmidt was alsuent throughout Kansas where childrravel director, introduced the me
a speaker. ren’s needs come first. The Campaidrers of Leadership Thomas Col
Schmidt said she has three childremill be asking candidates where theyho were present.
who have now completed college, bigtand on issues regarding children’s Eicher said the chamber is alter!
is concerned about the lack of opponeeds. ing Business After 5, and the noon |
tunity in northwest Kansas for young The Children’s Campaign wants teheons.
people. empower communities to form a con- The February meeting will be Af
“How do you get kids to comesensus vision on improving the quab, the place to be announced, ant

. §\\ iy, back?” she asked. ity of life for its children and families. next luncheon will be in March.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press
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She was traveling throughout thé is a nonpartisan statewide commu- Economic Development Direc

- ﬂ state to find out what issues are imponity empowerment and educatioderry Fulwider reported on the Ch:

P
JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press | tantto the citizens of the state. project to ensure voter and candidaber Christmas tree sales.
Spencer Tubbs rooted for Amy Schroeder against Tyson Miller at the Sacred Heart Chess Club meeting She said the Kansas Children‘attention to Kansas'’ 700,000 children Thomas said there were 1,200 \
recently. The club, sponsored by Laura Tubbs, meets every week and is open to all Sacred Heart stu- Campaign will improve the lives ofwho have no political voice of theirtors to Santa City this year. Sh_e :
dents. Club members are Jackie Webb, Abby Miller, Megan Dougherty, Jaydon Bixenman, Tyson Miller, | children and families in Kansas bpwn. _ Colby will have a new promotior
Amy Schroeder, Adam Schroeder, Zach Webb, Bob Schroeder, Spencer Tubbs and Sean Skiles. educating and inspiring voters to elect She said programs are in place, “armtochure, and work has begun or

public officials of any party who will we pay taxes for programs to provideew visitors center near 1-70.

s Briefly

Weather: Cold and dry 15:70in 1943 and -15 in 1979The daily temperatures dition from C-2 (neighborhood commercial) to C-1 (com-Dinner tickets are $15 each. Return to Kansas Pi
The bal fth Ki inato b tt |d d¥gcipitation and records are provided by the Northwemerqal) They will alsp discuss replacement ofacoplthapterPheasant_s Forever, PO Box 205, Colby. Fo
dry ir?thae @&eb;arez V\;iiorlziggl?(?tﬁe fir%r:aé ?r%mﬁgnsas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) the city manager’s office. All meetings are open to the putformation call Mike at 462-3391, days, or 462-8:

National Weather Service. Tonight, cloudy, lows in the teens . . lic. evenings; or Daryl, 462-3704, evenings.
and northeast winds up to 10 mph. Wednesday, cIou?dls’,ty Council meets tOﬂIght .

again cold with highs only in the lower 30s and north windsT he Colby City Council will meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight iGI’OUp sets annual banquet Wellness Fair set for Jan. 26

5-15 mph. Wednesday night, partly cloudy, lows in the mitie council chambers. They are expected to approve a qiheasants Forever will hold its annual banquet on Frithose who had blood work done for this year's Well
teens. Thursday, mostly sunny but cold with highs in t#lgim deed to Sunflower partners on a tract of land in SBay, Jan. 25, atthe Comfort Inn Convention Center in ColBgir will receive an explanation of the findings at the €
upper 20s. Friday, partly cloudy, lows in the teens and highk2-8-34; approve an agreement with Cahoj Earthmovggcial Hour will be 7-7:30 p.m. with the dinner at 7:30 p.imn Saturday, Jan. 26, during presentations schedu
in the lower 30s. Monday’s high in Colby was 44 and tf@# subgrade modification for Horton Avenue; approveTae auction, drawings and raffles will follow. Paid regi8<30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 12:30
overnight low this morning was 14. The soil temperatutealth insurance plan effective Feb. 1; and consider a tegtions received by Jan. 18 will be eligible for an early biftieWellness Fair is open to everyone with many acti
at the 4-inch depth is averaging 34 degrees. Precipita@ormendation of the planning commission on the requéstwing for a Pheasants Forever jacket ordered to their sinel.information available from9a.m.to 1 p.m. and i
for the month remains at 0.10 inches. The records for I uffy and Linda Taylor to rezone Southwind Plaza Aftembership is $25. ing held in the student union at Colby Community Coll




Colby Free Press ?7???day, date, 1998ge .



