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MY TIME.

Wonderful community

To the Free Press:
Recently, my family experienced a long iliness and death p
my father. He spent many days in the Citizens Medical Cent
| want to acknowledge all those who have touched our lives
through this experience. BS
You should be proud of all the caring and compassionagfg
people in this area. It may not be rare to find such people ey
Kansas, but | can tell you that my family is acutely aware
such kind people especially now. ;
Dr. Hildyard is more than a doctor. He has become a famif -
friend, one that | am proud to have had the pleasure of know

ing.

R A Wil v 1 Y R A L,

showed compassion along with their skill. | was continuallps
amazed at the warmth that surrounded my parents as they std :
at the hospital. ﬁ e

There were many friends who visited my parents and offer@¥: A Syt T e
comfort to them, but also offered their homes for Mom to stay

so she wouldn’t have to travel. ) h .I:.I: b I I -

You are especially lucky to have people like Jeannie Solko DO n t b r u S O u yl n g
in your community. She gave time, spiritual food, and plenty
of hugs and laughter along with advice and much needed int an article I read recently the subject of bullying

formation. was said to be getting much worse in this country &

There were so many people that blessed our lives by theirtinﬁ‘%i’,?]ﬁfe”ih’aq(ﬁigﬁftt'ﬂg cbeestgrﬁﬁ Zﬂfpr;ioslégg'e wh

words of comfort, and prayers. If | named them all, this lett&fas disturbing was the thought that some parent
would be too long to print. these bully-types tend to defend or deny their chil
You all have aright to be proud to live in western Kansas, ahéhavior even when confronted with the facts b ‘ :
| know why | still love to visit the area. victim’s parents. _ told him what h_appene_d an_d_he decided to call
Nancv E. Hornin The article, which was written by John Rosemont;, of the other neighbors inquiring as to whether ¢
yE. g asyndicated columnistwho deals with family issues, the parents of this outrageous young man'’s ac

Gaylord pointed out that these bullies are psychopaths, wiiben the adults got together about something | iduld be disciplined.
(Letter #7)  are immune to therapy and punishment only fueisong. If a teacher called my parents and told them What he heard back from other parents ir

ing a boy that chased his own son home while h
his wife were away and a baby-sitter was there
; Patty Decker bully was so aggressive that while chasing this y
boy, who darted into his own home, the bully op«
() Deep the door and went rightin to continue verbally th

ening Rosemond’s son.
Thoughts When Rosemond got home, his son and the

their fires. was misbehaving or had hurt another child, it woutgighborhood were comments like: “Not on y
So what'’s the answer? not be pleasant when | got home. life.”...or... “They are going to defend him, as
Rosemond suggests the only thing a bully will Notlong ago, | spoke with a teacher at some afteave many times before.”
Letter guidelines understand is force. school activity here and was shocked to hear her sagosemond thought about it and reasoned

TheFree Pres®ncourages and welcomes letters from readers. He also said that if your child is the victim of ghat in some situations when a student acts in a diSkere’s a kid who's not yet a teen and he think

Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should incl dgully, don’t expect the bully’s parents to apply thepectful or disruptive manner, she won't bother to cadin get away with trespassing and intent to as

. | nNecessary force needed to solve the problem. &le parents. What's he going to do next?”
%f;?ﬁl?gg;:ggﬁ;ﬁﬂg aBr?gi(;Leest.leltY[lgrsst(l:r;]r?r?(;ttall),g%uatjulifrfgg hough a parent can ask for their assistancePerplexed, | asked her, “Why?” Suffice to say, Rosemond called the police. T

. . . X ; ‘Rosemond said notto counton awhole lot from themShe told me that it wasn't worth itwhen she alreattyturn, took a report and arrested the boy on a
We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise| £ ther, he said that parents should not countkamew particular parents would only scream at her foke charge. Two hours later, the boy's parents c
reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be of no public interes¢hools, in general, to apply the necessary forcesmehow having instigating or somehow havirsmd begged Rosemond to drop the charges. H

—

or considered offensive or libelous. ther. He cited that oftentimes schools are actuasigmething to do with the negative actions of the chitek refused and they got nasty, proving once aga
afraid to intervene in situations of this sort for the Iwas appalled to think that parents would deny aibtbkes one to raise one. The next week, Rose

obvious reason being lawsuits. defend their children’s actions to the extent of firirgaid this particular family’s house was up for s:

P . Narrowing down the options, the one thing thattsack at the teacher and blaming them for the kid’d noticed in another newspaper recently that e

Addresses of elected officials: usually left for victims of bully attacks is the lawmisconduct. working at a service center is making the circuit

) o Rosemond said thatif a bully is causing another childOne thing | learned early on in my household waw about this very subject at area schools. In.
U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts302 Hart Senate Office Building, to live in fear and parents have exhausted the ottfet life’s not fair and no man is anisland. As parengy done at a school about the size of WaKeen

Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774 choices with no results, then they should call tlee are there to guide our children and in a safe ersaid, one-third of the seventh graders said the
U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback303 Hart Senate Office police department — if for nothing else, than thinment teach them tolerance, respect and lovelfeen physically bullied and two-thirds had beer
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521 child’s sake. themselves and others. bally bullied. In addition, other students said

He substantiated such action by saying that bulAnother important lesson | learned as a child wdan’t help others who are victims of this crime.

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office lies are nothing more than young criminals and théhat the world is made up of all kinds of people arsia real problem and | still think Rosemond’s or

Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715 are breaking the laws of assault and battery.  learning to get along was paramount then and nokight track in meeting force with force.

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. Atfirst, as | read the article | couldn’thelp but think Whenever | hear someone say they are quitting &lobody should have to tolerate bullying and
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail: to myselfit's sure a sad state of affairs when parejdb and it's not because they’re moving, retiring or fear.
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/ cannot talk with one another about problems suchasking at personal betterment, | sometimes wondelkes, | agree that sometimes “kids will be kids,”

: T _ bullying. To think that a parent would have to takéit was because of their inability to get along wittat's why parents are around so that somed:
State Sen. Stan ClarkState Capitol BQI!dlng Rm'. 449 such extremes by having to call the police for theithers and not because they couldn’t do the job. Jids willbecome emotionally, stable and respon
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org own child's safety because the parent's of a buliyough, the subject is bullying, some of these otlztults.

would deny the accusations or justify their childissues can fit in to the scenario as well. el
actions. But, back to the point. Patty Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her
COLBY FREE PRESS When | was growing up, | didn’t stand a chance In Rosemond’s article, he cited an example involumn appears on Thursdays.
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- Call this particular illusion the “after” effect. “The level of success prior to Sept. 11 conti
Official newspaper of Thomas_(?ounty, COIby.’ Brewster and Rexford. After Sept. 11, says Laura Bush, divorce is domﬁ,o n Kam peas after Sept. 11,” he said. For the Army, that's betv

Tom Bgiungs;stgn?l isher weddings are up and “familie_s have come together.” R 6,000-7,0Q0.recruits a month.
In fact, fewer folks are taking vows and more af@ Washi ngton More religion? A November poll by the Pew
NEWS sp!itting up, says the available data,_and hounds areTOd ay rum found 78 percent ofAmericans—t_hg highe
Patty Decker - Editor twice as likely as husbands to get wifely attention. four decades — believed the role of religion wa
pdecker@nwkansas.com After Sept. 11, says Colin Powell, secretary of state creasing, more than double the number who sa

Jay Kelley, Sports Editor and once the nation’s top soldier, more Americans same thing in March.

Maxiﬁgl%Zfstgasggﬁﬁgsgﬁﬁgligion want to be all they can be. _ Yet the same respondents, only a month aft
mnelson@nwkansas.com Maybe, if they can be right where they are. Enlist- terror attacks, said their church attendance he
ment figures haven't budged. in 2001. changed from four in 10 Americans going on
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After Sept. 11, are more Americans finding reli- After Sept. 11, “maybe people understand the imeek.
gion? Definitely, people tell polisters. Are they ggortance of staying together a little better,” said Ri-“When you settle back down into what people
ing to church more? No, say the same respondewtsard Albertson of the Tallahassee Community Maeing, measurements have more in common
After Sept. 11, says just about everyone, Ameriage Policy, a Christian counseling service that mowihat there was before the attacks,” said Me

; ; L cans got a little nicer. tors its success by counting divorce dockets in fRegers of the forum, which monitors belief patte
Flo Rodriguez - Ad Composition, Legals Except for that murder spike in Washington, D.County courthouse each month. “That doesn’t meHme surveys have a margin of error of 3 percel
w And the shoplifting in Denver. they have the tools. It takes more than a crisis for thaigints.
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager And the looming crisis at the charities. Are families that are staying together coming closeMWhat about the America two in three responc
Pattie Stevens - Office Manager, Want Ads And the baby boomlet? Urban mythlet. together? told a Washington Post-ABC News poll |
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator Hope, it turns out, is the thing without legs. Maybe, if you count Fido as a dependent. MarKehanged for the better” after Sept. 11?
support@nwkansas.com First, Mrs. Bush’s wedding-divorce inversion. research conducted by advertising network EurdConsider these changes: In Washington, D.C
NOR'WEST PRESS “Divorce cases have been withdrawn at highRSCG found that, post-Sept. 11, 36 percent of Amariurder rate spiked 47 percent after Sept. 11;in
Jim Bowker - General Manager rates, and more people are buying engagement ricggs women who have dogs said they were spendieg shoplifting went up by 12 percent.
Richard Westfahl. Lana Westfahl. Ron VanL. Judv MeKniah and planning weddings,” the first lady told a groupore time with them. Less than 20 percent werel'he National Association of Convenience St
Ichard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight of New York women. spending more time with their husbands. sentits members a crimestoppers tip sheet, ant

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published daily, every Monday through ; WA Ja? : ) ” % ; ; ;
Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiv- Mrs. Bush was referring to a news report out of“We’ve got children, we've got pets,” Euro RSCG'Bg a steady increase in crime, and the Chroni

ing Day, Christmas Day and New Year's Day, by Haynes Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Houston that was retracted four days before her tdlarian Salzman said as she reviewed her most re¢dhitanthropy reports that many charities antici

Kan., 67701. In fact, the federal government hasn't tracked divonpelling, which has a margin of error of 3 percentaghortfalls when 2001 numbers are crunched k
PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices. | and marriage onamonthly basis since 1995. The gmbyints. “I don’t know who's enjoying time withend of this month.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., [ information is on the county level. spouses.” No one is blaming any of those phenomenac c
67701. InReno, Nev., the self-proclaimed “marriage capi-And don’t even talk about the baby boomlet. Hoattacks — the busted economy presaged an
Fr:j':EclBOL:eSd";'a'ijfd?';i'dcgu?&;% W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to | - 5] of the world,” Washoe County Clerk Amy Harvepitals and doctors are ethically bound not to give daitrime and a downturnin giving months before
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which s exclusively entitled to the use for | '2ttl€d Off numbers showing an 11 percent droptiat information until about June 11. tember. g .
publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Associa- | Marriage applications after Sept. 11. ~ Whataboutthe calltoarms? Powell said last montlit's just that the conditions creating the bleaker
tion, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association. “The numbers don't lie,” Harvey said, launchinthat “people are now stepping forward to join tHeok are beyond the influence of the attacks ant
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12 months | into a sales pitch. “We’'re available and accessibiglitary in greater numbers.” aftermath.
$64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, | from 8 a.m. to midnight, 365 days a year.” Not quite. It's true more people are asking, but oncéA lot of shoplifters are stealing for specific f
Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months $44, 8 months $56, 12 No wonder she’s anxious. “This is our industrythey learn details — the conditions, the salary, theses, like drugs,” said Diane Stack, the dete
months $72.. Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4 months $51, 8 months $61, 12 | she said. “| field calls from wedding chapel owneligestyle — the same number are signingup. ~ who runs Denver’s shoplifting unit, where the s|
months $75. All other itates' $75, 12 months. every day, asking us for numbers. The lobby’s emptyThat’s OK, says Douglas Smith of Army recruitise reflects national trends. “Those are old hal
My staff are taking breaks!” ing — the idea has always been to recruit what the ol
N or WeSt N ews pape I's In Leon County, Fla., divorces for the Septembdiranches set as their need, and that has yet to rise d&pen Kampeas writes on national affairs for the

Haynes Publishing Company December period increased from 389 in 2000 to 4dr&ciably. sociated Press.




