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Menlo teens face

Colby High School secretary Laura Cook, left, got a little help from
Megan Blatt, Erin Schafer, Jessie Brenn, Jamie Quenzer, Megan Au-
gustine and Dominique Palser filling courtesy bags for Orange & Black

burglary, theft,
damage charges

By PATTY DECKER laneous farm equipment items tha
Free Press Editor taled more than $3,000, he said.

Three 19-year-old Thomas County “Theinvestigation into the burgl
men have charges pending on burglargvealed information that gave
theft and criminal damage to propertgrobable cause to search a hou:
C.D. Hopper, investigator with théVienlo where the men were residir
Thomas County Sheriff's office, saiche said, “and it was at that time
today.. found the traffic signs as well.”

In addition, he said, two of the men About 95 percent of the items tal
have charges pending in Sheridanom the buildings were recovel
County for allegedly stealing mordromthe search, he said. Thetwo e
than 10 roads signs. charges, pending in Sheridan Cou

Paperwork was forwarded to thévolving the traffic signs are seric
Thomas County attorney’s office omffenses, Hopper said. During the|
Wednesday, Hopper said, recommengeveral months, in other separate
ing charges of be brought forward fodlences, there have been traffic s
burglary, theft and criminal damage tstolen near Oakley and the area.
property on Travis Durham, Michael “When someone steals yield sic
Giesenhagen and Todd Dible, all gftop signs, railroad signs and of
Menlo. similar-type traffic warning signs, tt

Durham and Giesenhagen also ha@gtion could result in an acciden
charges pending for tampering wit@affects the control of traffic,” Hopp
traffic signal signs and aggravated tansaid. “People who remove signs
pering with traffic signal signs inany reason are making a serious
Sheridan County. take and we will file felony charg

The burglary, theft and criminawhen possible,” he said.
damage charges stem from an incidentThe three men were released on
in early November, Hopper said, wheawn recognizance Wednesday fi
Donald Saddler’s unoccupied farnthe Thomas County jail.
and two Quonsets were broken into It will now be the decision of tl
nine miles east of Colby. county attorney, Allan Taylor, aft

Missing from the house and two out-eviewing the complaint, whether
buildings were tools, air compressorot to submit a filing in district cou
battery charges and many other miscétopper explained.

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Classicteams. The 17th annual basketball gala begantoday. The bags
include T-shirts, snacks, schedules and generalinformation about the
community.

Saturday to bring changes
to Colby’s postal facility

By MAXINE NELSON “The sorting machine has beeg
Colby Free Press expanded and we’re notsure exac
Full service retail window hourswhat the impactwill be,” McDonald
on weekdays at the Colby Post Ofaid.
fice will begin an hour-and-a-half He said itwould probably be arar
later effective Saturday, said Postccasionwhen the mail goes into th
master Jim McDonald. The hour&ox section later than usual, but th
are being changed to 9 a.m. to 5:3@8test time has to be posted. “Mo
p.m. instead of 7:30 a.m. to 5:3@ays it will be there considerabl
p.m. McDonald said Saturday hoursarlier,” he said.

a.m. to noon. quire the Postal Service to re-exar
Post office box mail will be readyine our current costs and make m
for pick up atthe latest at 9 a.m. “alnor modifications in our operating

McDonald said. Box mail had preequitable postage rates,” McDonal
viously been available by 8:30 a.nmsaid.

He said the change in service wasAnyone having questions ca
due to a change in equipment.  contact McDonald at 785-462-7904

of service will remain the same, 9 “Negative economic trends re}

though it may be ready earlier,/processes to ensure thatwe maintgincountry’s history on Dec. 2.

Fired Enron auditor blames Andersen lawyers

WASHINGTON (AP) — The audi- tion of some documents. tors on administrative leave and Inanother developmentWednes
tor fired for destroying documents in Duncan told investigators with thestripped management responsibilitigswas disclosed that Enron execu
the Enron Corp. affair is laying theHouse Energy and Commerce Confrom four partnersinits office in Hous-Sherron Watkins told a friend a
N blame squarely on his accounting firmmittee that in September general disan, where Enron is based. former colleague at Andersen on A
ly Arthur Andersen LLP, telling congrescussions began at Andersen of whatAtthe White House, spokesman Ar20 that she had concerns about En

sional investigators he was just followEnron-related documents to discardFleischer said Lindsey concluded latgccounting practices. It was reves

ing advice from its lawyers. “It was unusual” to emphasize théast year that Enron’s collapse woulthis week that Watkins warned L
£ The auditor was questioned for sexdocument-destruction policy, Duncanot hurt the U.S. and global financiadbout her concerns, which focuse
€eral hours Wednesday as the Whiteld the investigators, according tanarkets. That's the same findingutside partnerships used by Er
e House disclosed that President Bustéengressional sources familiar witheached by Peter Fisher, the Treasugyecutives to keep hundreds of 1
5t chief economic adviser, Lawrencahat he said. The sources spoke amdersecretary in charge of financidions of dollars in debt off the co
Lindsey, was asked to study the impacbndition of anonymity. markets who opened areview after twaany’s books. A hurried meeting
of an Enron collapse after presidential An Andersen spokesman declinephone calls from Enron CEO Kennethndersen’s Houston office took plz
aides were alerted to the problem lasbmment. According to the sourced,ayto Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neilhug. 21 and Duncan participated.
N- fall. The energy-trading concern, oncBuncan told investigators that an Ocan Oct. 28 and Nov. 8. meeting occurred the day bef
i- the seventh-largest U.S. company, eh2 memo from one of Andersen’s law- Lindsey, a former member of th&Vatkins detailed her serious conc:

tered the biggest bankruptcy in thgers was the beginning of an effort teederal Reserve board of governons a meeting with Lay. “It's now cle
discard many records. and a private economic consultant & us that key players at Anderse
d David Duncan, the former chief au- Andersen has said Duncan orgdhe time, received $50,000 from Enrowell as Enron knew of the growi

ditor for Andersen’s Enron accounthized a two-week document destruéa 2000 as a member of an Enron adyiroblems months before the comp
[ said the Big Five accounting firm'gion effort that began in late Octobesory board, imploded,” said Ken Johnson, spol
L. lawyers suddenly began emphasizinthe accounting firm fired Duncan on Enron has been Bush’s biggest caman for the House Energy and C
Andersen’s policy allowing destruc-Tuesday, put three other Enron audbaign benefactor over the years.  merce Committee.

Gov. Graves not laughing over “Tax Me More’ voluntary collection fund

By JOHN HANNA

Associated Press Writer ment of Administration immediatel

TOPEKA (AP)— Conservative leg-

contributions to state government. government programs.

Gravesrefusedtoignore or brush off “Obviously, there are some differ

their facetious suggestion Wednesdagnces of opinion, a different und

He called it nonsense and criticizestanding and reading public opinions,”

conservatives for not being seriouduelskamp said. “We'd like to intr

enough about solving the state’s budiuce a means which would allow Kal

get problems. sans to speak for themselves.”

sending contributions to the Depart

Huelskamp mocked a suggestio
islators have an alternative to Gov. BilGraves made in his State of the State
Graves' plan to increase taxes, a “Taaddress that Kansans would accept a . . .
Me More” fund to collect voluntarytax increase to prevent cuts in som&/ould be better off staying home and Just mail-

idea for their fund from one Arkansasiuelskamp defeated in the GOP
Gov. Mike Huckabee, a Republicarmary.
set up in November when legislators “It's hard to know where to begir
and others in his state started pushi@yaves told reporters. “We’re ol
for tax increases to help solve budgétree days into the session, anc
problems. foolishness and shenanigans hav
In Kansas, Rep. Peggy Long, Reeady begun, and why am | not :
Hamilton said, “l haven’t talked to onerised that it's Huelskamp?”
person who's interested in a tax in- Graves also said Huelskamp vc
crease.” against 1999 legislation creating
An annoyed Graves respondedtate’s 10-year, $13.7 billion transy
“There isn’t a day go by that constitutation program, then showed up
on a gallon of gas by a penny. Thents in those folks’ districts aren’t delocal bill signing.

y.

9y

Whoever those folks were downstairs

ing in their no votes.”

Gov. Bill Graves,
during news conference

er-

O_
n_
to respond as well.”

Aboutadozen conservatives, led by Graves had his own news confer- The exchange showed how mucstate’s sales tax would increase byending upon or counting on govern- Huelskamp replied: “He begged

Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler, helénce immediately afterward, in his
a Statehouse news conference to unvigile one floor up. He labeled the ¢

their proposal, promising a bill wouldservatives’ event “theater made up

be introduced in both houses nexXtad actors.”
week.

by the Kansas Taxpayers Network, eand just mailing in their no votes,”

ofsome of Graves fellow Republicanguarter-cent on the dollar. ment services in their lives. | am jusib come.”

oreppose increasing taxes to help closeThe governor contends the tax infed up with how legislators try to mini- Some legislators took the conse
@f projected $426 million gap betweeareases are necessary to avoid cutgmize how critically important thistives’ proposal in stride.

expected revenues and spending coaducation and some social service prbusiness is.” “I don’t think anyone is seriol

“Whoever those folks were downmitments for the state’s 2003 fiscajrams. Senate Republican leaders havé1e saved some of his harshest wordbout that proposal,” said Rep. Ro
They passed out envelopes providestiairs would be better off staying homgear, which begins July 1.

drafted a plan that relies more heavilipr Huelskamp, a frequent critic oNichols, D-Topeka, a member of
he Graves has proposed $228 million ian budget cuts and would dip into rain(sraves’ policies. In 1996, Graves canHouse Appropriations Committee.

anti-tax group with its headquarters ieaid. “The next group can have thetax increases. They include raising thday funds — but not increase taxes.paigned for then-Sen. Mariardoesn'ttake away from the fact that
Wichita, and said Kansans could stattieatrical road show, and I'll be happyax on a pack of cigarettes 65 cents andThe conservatives said they got thideynolds, of Dodge City, whomfunny.”

Weather: Chilly

Cloudy to partly cloudy and continued chilly temper
tures —but no precipitation — is the forecast for the ColWﬁ
region. Tonight, cloudy, lows around 10 and northe
winds up to 10 mph. Friday, cloudy, highs in the upper

tures, precipitati

cloudy, lows in the teens. Saturday, Sunday and Mondaythe final repo
partly cloudy, lows in the teens and highs generally in tted year draft of

30s to around 40. Colby’s high Wednesday was 35 andaéefor Thursday, March 14, at 4 p.m.

st Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.)

S&ater meeting planned here
to near 30 and east winds up to 10 mph. Friday night, mosti@olby Community College will be the site for a meeti

expected to be in the low to middle 30%e daily tempera- “The next step, and perhaps the most important, arettaéons received by Jan. 18 will be eligible for an early

onand records are provided by the Norgbablic hearings. drawing for a Pheasants Forever jacket ordered to the
“Each basin plan is different, so it would be best if ydtlembership is $25.

can read the specific plan(s) where you live and work bebinner tickets are $15 each. Return to Kansas Pi

fore attending any hearing or otherwise expressing yQlmapter Pheasants Forever, PO Box 205, Colby. Fo

I%/'ews," Bossert added. For a copy of a specific basin pliarfioprmation call Mike at 462-3391, days, or 462-8:

rt of the the Kansas Water Authority’s f t the entire state water plan, call Bossert at 462-3915evenings; or Daryl, 462-3704, evenings.
the 2004 state water plan. The meetin

Eal?oup sets annual banquet Soup’s on at Methodist Church

overnight low this morning was 19. The soil temperature*This is but the first step in ultimately determining if any Pheasants Forever will hold its annual banquet on Frithe United Methodist Church will have a soup di
at the 4-inch depth is averaging 31 degrees. Precipitatioall of these ideas will survive the next year’s scrutiny aaaly, Jan. 25, atthe Comfort Inn Convention Center in Collay.Sunday from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Chicken noodle :
remains at a mere 0.10 inches for the month. The recdodmally end up in the state water plan,” said Way®ecial Hour will be 7-7:30 p.m. with the dinner at 7:30 p.rchili, and vegetable soup will be served. Free-will d
forJan.17:71in 1950 and —17 in 1930. Today'’s high vBassert, Groundwater Management District No. 4 managére auction, drawings and raffles will follow. Paid regisions will be accepted.
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