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Nielsen's contract extended; new courses approved

By JAY KELLEY “I didn’t vote for the last budget because wieacts. “I think we can wait 6-8 weeks to seéag, Culinary Arts IlandCulinary Artson-the- fees charged.
Colby Free Press didn’ttalk aboutit,” Miller said. “Here we are what happens,” she said. job-training. The board approved the new *Bullington also said the school greenhc
The Colby School Board extended Superiseven months into the year and we haven'tI'm disappointed that our superintendertourses with a 6-0-1 vote. had been broken into sometime during
tendent Kirk Nielsen’s contract and approvedlked about the budget, yet.” isn't taking the initiative,” said Miller. In other action, the board: weekend and some items had been stoler
new courses for the next school year during itsl didn’t offer him araise,” said board mem- The board also looked at new courses for the Heard a report on wireless technology b€olby Police Departmenthad been notifiec
regular meeting Monday night at the adminiger Cathy Gordon, who had made the motioext school year. ing employed and being considered by the digere investigating.
tration building. to extend Nielsen'’s contract. Board president Stan Molstad asked how ttréct from technology director Phil DeYoung. *Heard about two new morning study b
The board voted 6-0-1 to extend Nielsen’sBoth Miller and board member Gerrynumber of courses increased without incredBhe biggest issue is cost, according for elementary students, one for math anc
contract until June 30, 2004, which would carfyulwider said they didn't like Nielsen’s coming the number of teachers. DeYoung. general, from elementary Principal Ter
him through the next school year. Board mements about “taking the school board down that‘lt has to do with scheduling,” said high « Heard an Orange & Black Classic repoHarrison. Although the study halls aren’tr
ber Wilburn Holloway was absent. road” concerning the governor’s state of treehool Principal Bryan Bullington. Courseffom Bullington. Thursday and Friday’s gatdatory, Harrison said they give students
Nielsen has been superintendent since Jatate speech in Mondaysee Press includeThe American WeandHonors World receipts were “very good,” and Bullington saiéire behind a place to study with someot
1996, replacing Carl Combs. He was elemen-Nielsen said his intention was to wait to setistory and U.S. Historyhich would be of- he expected Saturday’s to be good also, babetp them.
tary school principal from 1985 until 1996what kind of consensus the governor had ifered, but only taught if there was enough ien the crowd. * Heard from Nielsen on Blue Cross/E
with a short stint as interim superintendent 8iead of taking drastic measures prematurelgrest. « Bullington also reported on new driver'$hield insurance costs. He told the boar
1993 between Jean Snelland Carl Combs’ tenHe added that measures were being taken t€urriculum director Diana Wieland als@ducation curriculum that would allow stuadministration was working up figures on
ures prepare for a budget shortfall by the state. explained that some courses could be facifients to do the lessons from home or on coaest of switching to the state insurance
Board member Bill Miller said he saw an “We’re not improving things nearly agated easier than others and teachers couldpefters. with different scenarios and hoped to have
opportunity for Nielsen to set an example duguickly as we might have in the past,” saiféctively “double up” if that was the case. He said the system would cut back on ttieady in the near future.
ing the current financial shortages. Nielsen. New course offerings also includféallet hours of instruction needed and save the dis*Also heard from Nielsen on property in:
“I think you should take a leadership role and Gordon asked when administrative salari#éisdom Applied English 1I) Lifetime Sports trict money, although he wasn’t sure how mucince. He told the board that property insur
freeze your salary for one year,” he tolgere normally approved and Nielsen answeradd Activities Recreation and LeadershipNielsen told board members that driver’s edwas expected to go up and the district h
Nielsen. Nielsen’s salary is $78,595 per yeaometime in April or May, after teacher cor-odging Management |,4ind on-the-job train- cation costs the district about $8,000 over tkgken bids for some time.

_ First responder plan
Ip}r‘ COLBY S5 proposed for cou nty

Colby School board acts
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CHTE e Duss 0N THE PLARS E
b By MAXINE NELSON mated sliding doors on the noi
Colby Free Press Evans agreed adouble doorwould

The idea of a ‘first responder’ plarPn heat and make it easier to open
that would improve the county’s amwindy day. He will check with the ¢
bulance response time was proposeditect on the doors. Schiffner a
the Thomas County Commissioners &ggested the north entry doo
their Monday meeting. painted.

Josh Buffington, Emergency Medi- _—Commlssmner Glen Kersenbire
cal Services director, said the proposgfid some lawn work has been d
e e e e A SRS e s . (e : Aok B | could cut the time in half when reand arrangements had been mad
ﬁﬁ! bt et et T T e e e S st ” kgt = e sponding to an accident or other situgome repairs to the sidewalk and

= i - - x S - i ] s N i 3 3 r tion. The average response time hm;fl’ont of the Courthouse, but so f
been about 10 minutes from receivingasn'thappened. Evans called an
the call to arriving at the emergencyltEd Mark Blatt to meet with the co
scene, he said. missioners at the next meeting to

The law requires three responders €/ss the repairs.
an ambulance call and under the —The carpeting in the basemer
present plan “the volunteers come f§rinkled and still needs repair, as c
the office, get into the ambulance ariéhe carpet on the third floor.
go on the call,” Buffington said. —Remedial action has been ta
. I % He said he would like to equip thdor the handicap parking, and br:
PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press department’s Suburban for calls, an@om.

Ron Hutfles, owner of Hutfles Construction in Colby, along with two ter. The facility will include asmall building around agrain bin. The pro- | have afirstresponder who will go im- I;Sdoirrr:(tahcc:eeclzgzgtr:gﬁsheazl?tetﬁgﬁ
other employees, took advantage of the warmer temperatures by lay-  jected date for completion of the parking lot and center was notavail- | Mediately on the call in that vehicle :

ing concrete inthe parking lot area for the Colby Travel Information Cen-  able. from wherever he was, to be followeépaked and stained some tiles age
by the other two volunteers in the am- —Repairs have been made in

bulance. He said he wants to pay tifgen’s restroom in the basement,

[ - [ ] |
fourist information center work beging | st szt i
Commission Chair Ron Evans estfloor. .
mated it would cost a little over $6,000 —Handrails have been putup on

By PATTY DECKER The additional one percentlodging tax, which was passed nearly two y¢aR€er year, and said it would be worth mn%vehn outside steps, bult Kersenb
Free Press Editor ago, is specifically earmarked for the new center, she said. to maybe save a life. He told BuffingS&!d tde State Historica SOC|e|ty

The Colby Travel Information Center is starting to take shape just off tHne funds will be used to build the center, hire a full-time staff membgr,ton to pursue the first responder pladenie grequest tr(]) rebpa::j(_)r replac

northeast corner of the Kansas Highway 25-Interstate 70 junction, sattpay for upkeep and other maintenance needs. If necessary, Evans said, the plan C&FEDS, Iecause L ef unding ISI or

Leilani Thomas, director of the Colby Convention and Visitors Bureau. “The new facility will offer convenience to travelers,” she said, “con}- Pe funded by raising the fee for ahlatlosnah_lf:;egsterg H;stc;nc Plact
Hutfles Construction has been contracted to lay the cement foundatiete with restrooms, coffee, and information about Colby and other topr@mbulance call. Buffington said uncol- _d % ! .Tler sal ahlg t V\r/]as SkI

along with the curb and guttering. ism sites around the state.” The entrance to the center will be on Fronfaggcted bills of $2,104 were written offi€€de toilluminate the north par
“We are so excited to see the work beginning,” Thomas said today. Rbad near Taco John's and Arby’s with the front door of the building fgc-In 2001, mostly for small amounts fofot i .

(the tourism board) first started talking about the center two and oneihglforth. The parking lot will accommodate 16 vehicles and the site willP€0ople who do not live in the state. —He sai Tohme Cl())mmulnlty c

years ago and what made it possible was the one percent transient guiestitade a grain bin on the south end of the center. Around $41,000 has been sent to tfigctions people have been cleaniny

that was passed in April of 2000.” “This will be a classy-looking building that we think will give a greatfirsp Kansas state collection agency for agyrgigzlés:o;tgc’a?r?t(ijnmi;‘gtmetégrg\ni
Funding for the city’s tourism bureau and the new center comes from irapression to visitors passing through the area,” she said. tion. He said the amount collected w " ners wished P 9
sient guest taxes on lodging facilities within the city. The current tourism board members, who have been involved in fh&omparable to last year, even with '

In a brief overview, Thomas said, the first transient guest tax was passsect from its beginning, include Sue Taylor, chairperson with Praifie Medicare cuts. : I'Il'he cfomm|SS|oners met with
in 1986 at one percent. Three years later, an additional one percent indvieessim of Art and History; Martha Brewer, Ramada Inn; Jim Brow, !N other business: ] Ma .8%0 S&T Commun;\ca_ltlonsla:
was approved generating more than $80,000 a year. Central Detroit Diesel; Scott Crawford, Country Club Motel: Howarfi _* The commissioners metwith Judg@eci d? to use S&T afst geg exclus

Those funds pay the director’s salary, along with making it possibleGatver, Comfort Inn; Chandra Farmer, Holiday Inn Express; Patrick Tofh,Glenn Schiffner to discuss repairipng distance carrier for 9.9 cents

Thomas, and the tourism board, to promote the city through advertising@msas Quick Lube; and Mike and Jennifer Woofter, Woofter Constrdc-around the courthouse. Schiffner hd@mut(tahalllthetl(;net. The g?ﬁ’gfam ;S
special events that bring others to the area. tion and Irrigation. submitted a memorandum in SepteniP SO thé long distance bill goes 1o

ber 2000, at their request, listing itenf@ty, and the city bills the coun

in need of repair. The group went ovévlallory said the city was already
the list. ing S&T, but the county has seve

Leader not sure Democrats can slow budget plan s nesmmme o

commissioners have had some repairsCounty Clerk Tracey Perkins s

done to the roof, but Schiffner said {f1e commissioners had already

By JOHN HANNA tween expected revenues and spendind@ecause Republicans hold eight dive to Gov. Bill Graves’ proposal tostill leaks above the court, and said ycﬁjded touse S&T bUF hadbeen wal

Associated Press Writer commitments for fiscal 2003. 11 seats on the committee, Senate Maise $228 million by increasing cigaean see daylight through the rooffroﬁfﬂ?r service to_be available. She sai

TOPEKA — Senate Democrats The Senate Ways and Means Comerity Leader Anthony Hensley saidette, sales and motor fuels taxes atite attic. He said he was thinking dﬂ!ﬁ_erent carriers were the results of
have found plenty to dislike in a Remittee was to begin hearings today. THdonday he believes an endorsementighicle registration fees. Graves hamitting a large umbrella over the conf:ISIONS by.d_epart.ment heads.

publican budget plan, but they are ngiroposal was drafted by Chairmaall but guaranteed. argued thattaxincreases are necesspuyers if it rains. The decision will putall the count;

sure they can prevent it from gettin@teve Morris, R-Hugoton, and Senate “l would think at this point, it would to avoid cuts in education and social —Schiffner had suggested an alelephones undgr the same comg

out of committee. President Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinsorprobably be meaningless to try to dservice programs. lock door at the north entrance of th;@?CGpth”_he ‘prisoner call-out’ at

The plan is designed to balance theho also serves on the committee. anything with it in committee,” said Kerr and Morris propose to cut théuilding. Evans said there was ndgil. The prisoners can _caII out colt

budget for the state’s 2003 fiscal year Morris and Kerr want the commit-Hensley, D-Topeka, whose party isurrent $4.5 billion budget by aboutoom for double doors. Schiffner sugf-rom thela[', and the jail gets somf

without increasing taxes. The stati&e to actquickly, to allow debate by theutnumbered in the Senate 30-10. $85 million, or 1.9 percent, then freezgested the commissioners look at tiee money if the person called acc

faces a projected $426 million gap béull Senate next week. The Kerr-Morris plan is an alternaspending for fiscal 2003. Atwood courthouse, as it had autdhe call.

Weather: Cooler morning was 11. Precipitation remains at 0.10 incheslfomw Energy Income Assistance program. Those needinget at 5 p.m. today in the board room of the Admin
A turn to cooler weather can be expected in the Cosrg month. The records for Jan. 22: 77 in 1943 and —1&ssistance should bring all their necessary papers with them.Building. Agenda items include payment of cla

: ; ; 66. Colby’s hightoday is expected to react{Biae daily . . discussion of negotiations, and any other item any |
region through Thursday, said the National Weather %peratures, precipitation and records are provided bylEé(tra SpOI‘tS copies available ber wants to discuss. The meeting is open to the pul

vice this morning. Tonight, cloudy, lows 15-20 and nor, . : : w ;
; i : thwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) Those seeking extra copies of the “Thomas County Win-
winds 10-20 mph, turning to the northwest and decreasi fer Sports Special,” inserted in last Thursday’s Free Pr

0 5-10 mph. Wednesday, mostly clear, highs near 40 and can purchase copies at the Free Press office for 50 C%?%é:ycllng center takes phone books

northwest winds 5-10 mph. Wednesday night, clear, |Wog ram assistance available each The Thomas County Recycling Center is taking old
around 10. Thursday, mostly sunny, highsinthe middle 40Rosalie Seemann will be at the Meadowlark Manor in phone books at its collection site, 720 E. College I
Friday, cloudy, lows around 15 and highs in the upper 5@siby from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday to assist with Foellege board meets today Colby. Those wanting to drop off the books should us

Colby’s high Monday was 59 and the overnight low thiales, Homestead Refunds, LEIAP applications and thehe Colby Community College Board of Trustees withagazine bins, coordinators said.
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