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Group considers
cuts as opposition
to taxes Is waning

TOPEKA (AP) — A Senate com-will have to cut programs and red
mittee is considering spending cutsgaching staffs if state aid is reduc
but opposition to increasing taxes to “| think it's just the prospects of k
solve budget problems appears to lxgg accused of cutting schools that
weakening. people panicked,” said Rep. Mel

The Ways and Means Committee oNeufeld, R-Ingalls.

Thursday finished three days of hear- The state faces a $426 million
ings on a budget plan drafted by Chaibetween projected revenues |
man Steve Morris and Senate Presidegsgending commitments for fiscal 20
Dave Kerr. Itis designed to balance the Much of the problem is caused
budgetwithoutincreasing taxes duringigher-than-expected costs in so
the state’s 2003 fiscal year, which beervices and laws requiring the sta
gins July 1. set aside extra money for higher e

The plan would cut the current $4.8ation and road construction.
billion budget about $85 million, or 1.9 The Kerr-Morris budget plan wot
percent, then freeze spending at thedver the budget gap by using rai
level for the nextfiscal year. The resutlay funds and reducing spending
would be afiscal 2003 budget slightlgluding an immediate $39 per-pt
smaller than the one for fiscal 2001. cut in state aid to school districts.

But Kerr, R-Hutchinson, and Mor- But if some legislators wantto av
ris, R-Hugoton, now support a plan teuts in aid to schools and other sp
increase tobacco and alcohol taxesitay, they are not sold on Graves'’ ci
raise almost $87 million in fiscal 2003rette tax proposal.

That bill would permit the state to “It’ll drive consumers across t
avoid some of the cuts the Kerr-Morstate line,” said Senate Minor
ris budget plan would require. Leader Anthony Hensley, D-Topel

The tax legislation, which emerged “Cigarette smokers are going to
from discussions among GOP senéo find the best price that they can
tors, is an alternative to a package frofor cigarettes. | think we've got to:
Gov. Bill Graves. to negotiate.”

He wants to increase cigarette, salesConservative Republicans arg
and motor fuels taxes and vehicle reghat Kansans don’t support any ta
istration fees to raise $228 million. creases.

The Senate’s tax plan includes a 35-“| think it's very unanimous th
; cent-a-pack increase in the cigaretfgeople want spending cuts,” said
JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press | tax. Graves’ package includes a 6%usan Wagle, R-Wichita. “Certair

Daniel Zerrwas putting the sound system together atthe Colby Com-  tion tonight. Activities startwith asocial hourat6 p.m. Theannualevent | Centincrease. The current tax is 2#ey prefer a sin tax over a genera

fort Inn in preparation for the Pheasants Forever Banquet and Auc- is expected to bring in thousands of dollars for pheasant habitat. cents; the Senate plan would make it $8crease, but | just don't think ther
cents; Graves’ plan, 89 cents. any mood out there to increase

Graves promised Thursday to fightax.”
undreds to attend Pheasant banquet | sz e,
nounced that a new coalition of health — Bipartisan negotiations over ci

and social service groups would lobbyressional and legislative redistrict
By JAY KELLEY kids under 16. for it. continued, and Graves predicted |
Colby Free Press  The banquet will start with a social hour from 6-7:30 p.m., followed |py Also endorsing it was Houseanakers would resolve the iss
The Pioneer Chapter of Pheasants Forever will hold their 18th Angiigher and the auction and drawings at 8 p.m. Speaker Kent Glasscock, R-Manhatuickly.
Banquet tonight at the Colby Comfort Inn Convention Center. Past banquets have drawn hundreds of people and all proceeds will bg usEH — The House Appropriations Co
The annual event is open to the public and will include an auction, digwhabitat work in the area. Pheasants Forever provides habitat for pheasEven legislators who oppose tax immittee introduced a bill to allow t
ings and raffle. Prizes and auction items include framed wildlife prints, paiRts and other wildlife by seeding farmland and also educates the public aib&§(RaSes said their colleagues are festate to issue up to $110 million to
ings, firearms and a beef bundle. There will also be a youth gun drawingf@€al hunting and the wildlife needs. ing pressure from local school offitablish new scientific research cen
cials, who have warned that districtat state universities.

School bus driver on an ‘odyssey’ turns himself in; kids okay

By TIMOTHY D. MAY uled to appear in court Friday on fed200 students came in, including at leasste route in rainy, foggy weather. The journey ended with the bushe bus and feared the driver was
Associated Press Writer eral kidnapping charges. three of the 13, school administrator Craig Ziemer, the father of one of thparked outside a Family Dollar dising to kill them, according to the ai
OLEY, Pa. (AP) — Thirteen chil- The motive of the journey was noRobert Becker said. children, 11-year-old fifth-gradercount store in Landover Hills, just alavit. They told FBI agents the dri
drenwere back home after aschool bakar. Several of the Berks Christian “l was glad to actually see them andshley Ziemer, called the six hourgew miles from Washington. Nuss entold them not to go near the rifle.
driver with a loaded rifle took them orSchool students said Nuss told thetalk to them,” said Becker, who spenvhen the bus was missing “the mosered the store and approached off-duty“One of the students, fearing w
an odyssey that ended in another stdtey were going on a field trip to Washthe morning counting heads. “It wakorrible thing I've ever experienced. Officer Milton Chabla, who was wearmight happen, wrote 911 in revers:
when he turned himself in. ington. They said they played gameshe firsttime that | got a lot of details.| The students on the bus said thirg his uniform, police said. a fogged bus window,” according
The students returned home withelped Nuss plan the route, and felt atas thankful to know that none of thdriverignored a dispatcher’s effortsto Nuss told Chabla he had left a gutihe affidavit.
their parents early Friday, more than l€ase when he stopped the bus to trehildren were abused.” contact him by radio, according to ann the bus, police said. He said he hadAfter the children and their pare
hours after their bus veered off its routhem to lunch at a Burger King. The bus had picked up the studentsBI affidavit from special agent Tho-taken the children against their willandere reunited Thursday at a Maryl
and went to Landover Hills, Md., 115 “He never touched anybody,” saidges 7 through 15, at a high school mas D. Neeson. Nuss told authoritiesanted to turn himself in. “He wantegolice station, all were bused bac
miles away. The children were unhurighth-grader Josh Pletscher, 13. “W@ley at about 7:30 a.m. Thursday faaome of the students wanted to retuthe kids to be OK and let their parentke parking lot of the public high sch
but the parents had had the fright afere having fun. We were having cartheir daily six-mile trip to the religioushome, but he told them they could noknow they were OK,” Chabla said. in rural Oley.
their lives. honk their horns.” school in Birdsboro. the affidavit said. Gulotta said the semiautomaticrifle Speaking to reporters after their
Driver Otto Nuss, 63, was taken to The school held an assembly and When the bus failed to reach its des- “He said he wanted to show thenwas found behind the driver’s seaturn, children on the bus said N
jail Thursday night after surrenderingeligious service Friday to celebraténation, area residents, a police he€ashington, D.C.,” FBI spokesmarovered by a coat. asked them to help plan the rout
to an off-duty officer and was schedthe safe return of the children. Aboutopter and cruisers frantically searchdeeter Gulotta Jr. said. Some children had seen the gun &llashington on a map.
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Weather: Might climbto 70 Othertopics are: Feb. Zeastfeeding inthe early weeks

Colby’s temperature could reach 70 on Saturday, advidch 24,Avoiding difficulties:April 28, Nutrition and
the National Weather Service in its forecast this mornidfaning For questions or information, call Davis at 46p
Tonight, clear, lows around 20 and southwest winds 10- '
mph. Friday, sunny, highs in the middle 60s and south
winds 10-20 mph. Friday night, clear, lows in the mid\g%?heWOOd Der.by on Sunda_y
20s. Saturday, partly sunny, highs near 70. Sunday, partlyhe Cub Scout Pinewood Derby will be Sunday at th
cloudy, lows in the lower 30s and highs in the lower 6@mory. The race will begin at 2 p.m. with weigh-in sta
Colby’s high Wednesday was 37 and the overnight low t#ig at 1 p.m. After the boys race, Tanya Sager, cubmast
morning was 9. The soil temperature at the 4-inch deptpail there will be a parents’ race.
averaging 32. Precipitation remains at 0.10 inches for the .
month. The records for January 24: 68 in 1981 and —2&ir| Scout cookies on sale

1894.(The daily temperatures, precipitation and recordsGirls Scouts have started taking orders for Girl SCI
e

Firefighting technology

N\J

—

are provided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extengi@dkies and will continue through Feb. 1. Delivery da
Center, Colby.) are Feb. 19 to March 8. Money will be collected upon
) livery. To order cookies, contact any Girl Scout, or Sha
Refund assistance planned Tuesday  non Koon, cookie chairman, 462-6662.
Rosalie Seemann will be at the Meadowlark Manor from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday to assist with Food Sales\¥ellness Fair set for Saturday
Homestead Refunds. She will also assist with the LElAH’hose who had blood work done for this year’s Wellng
applications, Low Energy Income Assistance Progragmir will receive an explanation of the findings at the ev
Those needing assistance should bring all their necesgargaturday during presentations scheduled for 9;30%
papers with them. 10:30a.m., 11:30a.m., and 12:30 p.m. The fair will be o
from9a.m.to 1 p.m. andis being held in the student urji
La Leche League meets Sunday at Colby Community College.
Anyone interested in learning more about breastfeeding . bl LA -
for infants is invited to La Leche League Sunday, 2-4 p. Recycling center takes phone books JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

will focus onAdvantages of breastfeeding for mother apthone books at its collection site, 720 E. College Dr{ ifyart manager Roger Voss. The camera was used in a training burn on Jan. 5 and is available for demon-
baby,said Connie Davis, leader of the grolipis is the Colby. Those wanting to drop off the books should use th§ration to civic groups.

first of four meetings on the fourth Sunday of each monttagazine bins, coordinators said.
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