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Kansans blowing
out 141 candles

By PATTY DECKER
LL

Free Press Editor
Kansasis 141 yearsold today and
many organizations have planned We thought the

activities throughout the week indea would be a fun way

celebration.
For example, students at Colb)tzo aCknOWledge our

Elementary School are learningtate’s birthday.”
how to churn .butter, make ice- Judy Kleinsorge
cream or experience the adventures . .
of pioneers traveling across the old education director
West.
The Prairie Museum of Art andSmith.”
History, 1905 S. Franklin Ave., is Museum officials are urging every
hosting a ‘Kansas Box Social,one to come out and enjoy these vi
which began today and will con€os and fellowship.
tinue on Wednesday and Thursday. “We thought the idea would be a fu
“The social begins at noon alway to acknowledge our state’s birtt-
three days,” said Judy Kleinsorgeday,” Kleinsorge said.
education director, “and videos with In addition to local activities, stat
Kansas-related programs will béfficials unveiled the more than 3,00
shown at 12:15 p.m.” letters donated to the Kansas State H
Today'’s video was entitled, “Thetorical Society that were written o
34th Star,” and is about a fictionaPct. 11, 2001 as part of a statewide
family from Illinois enduring life in fortto describe a day in the life of Ka
early Kansas. Highlights includedans.
prairie fire, the Bleeding Kansas “The letters range from one to ov
era, the Civil War, cattle drives an®0 pages and were written by individ
grasshopper plagues. als from Kansas communities —sm
Wednesday’s video, which wagind large,” said Ron Thornburgh, se
developed by the Sue Taylor, mu-etary of state.
seum director, focuses on a closer The collection of letters will soon b
look at Colby’s buildings and his-available for public research at th
tory. On Thursday, a double featuréenter for Historical Research at t
is planned with a tour of Kansas bikansas State Historical Society,

two award-winning journalists,said. Kansas became the 34th stat
Larry Hatteberg and Steve Harpe#861 and during the 1850s was known

and “The Saga of Windwagorand proslavery settlers.

The two shortfilms include, “Facess “bleeding Kansas” because of tr&tudents in Julie Ross’ kindergarten class were among many today in front (left to right) are Andrew Anderson and Abby Friesen; (second
and Places of Northwest Kansasyiolence between hostile free-statetslebrating the state’s 141st birthday by venturing west in oxen-driven  row) Page Summers, Page Armbruster, Madison Rogers and Connor
wagons, similar to their counterparts more than a century ago. Pictured Schwanke.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Clark opposes any tax increase

Tax bill on tobacco, alcohol stalled; budget cuts may be in trouble

TOPEKA (AP)—Abill to increase taxes orany tax increase. Les Donovan, R-Wichita, sadrvices.

The state faces a projected $426 million g&wrbin, R-Towanda, who proposed the

tobacco and alcohol lacks the votes to cleath& increases in the bill are too hlgh for him. Democrats said they won't vote for the biu)etween expected revenues and spending comilion in tax increases. “When they cant

Senate committee, and proposals to cut stat&ome said the $87 million would not fix thecause of those cuts, and GOP support seemgéhents in fiscal 2003.

spending immediately face heavy oppositi@tate budget. Some oppose any tax increaseaky as well.
in the full Senate.

ate Assessment and Taxation Committee skdalized gambling.

becomes evident you have to find new
Gov. Bill Graves has proposed $228 millioanues.”

and others want to consider a different mix of Majority Leader Lana Oleen, R-Manhattany, sales, cigarette and motor fuels tax and veDuring a hearing Monday, lobbyistsr
Atleastseven of the 11 members of the Seevenue sources, including an expansions#id if the bill fails Wednesday, the debate ovgicle registration fee increases.

merchants and the liquor and tobacco indu:

_ _ _ _ _ cutting the current budget — legislators call it The $87 million bill before the tax commitsuggested the bill would reduce sales and
they aren’t yet supporting the tax bill. It would Meanwhile, Republican leaders still plannealrescission — probably will be over.

teeis analternative to Graves’ plan. Many leffansans across state lines for their prodt

raise an estimated $87 million for the staenate debate WedneSday for abill Cutting theHouseAppropriationS Committee Chairmqg|ators want to raise new revenues to avoidwith at least four of e|ght tax commit

during its 2003 budget year, which begins Jutyirrent $4.5 billion budget by $54 million, oKenny Wilk, R-Lansing, added: “If you'recutting aid to public schools.

Republicans opposing the bill, supporters:

1. Republican committee members Stan Clatk? percent. The bill would spare public schoa®ing to do any kind of meaningful rescission, “pegple cannot say no to certain groups tine votes of two of the three Democrats. 1

of Oakley, and Ed Pugh, of Wamego, oppobet cut funds for higher education and soci@khould be done by now.”

‘Night’ of fun
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Steve Juenemann and Troy Rall, part of the Colby band parents and faculty team playing the Harlem
Nights in a fund-raiser for the Colby High School band, apparently discussed surrender terms Monday
night at the Community Building with 15 seconds left on the clock. Talks broke down and the Nights, an
exhibition team of former college players, beat the teachers and parents 93-91 after spotting them 45-
points.

this building,” said Tax Chairman Davichave none.

Bush to touch all bases in address

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Democrats felt that way. sional leaders over breakfast 1
Bush plansto condemn corporate irre- The pitch for good corporate citizenmorning.
sponsibility in his State of the Uniorship, a staple of Bush’s presidential Leavingthat meeting, Senate Ma
address tonight (8 p.m. CST), movingampaign, is part of his State of thity Leader Tom Daschle made ci
to distance himself from Enron CorpUnion push for pension law revampthat whatever Bush says on war \
and the political fallout of its collapseing and the disclosure of more corpderrorists is a guaranteed appla

The carefully measured remarks irate financial information, said aidesvinner from both parties.
drafts of Bush’s speech reflectincreasvho spoke on condition of anonymity. “There’s been a great deal of biy
ing concern at the White House that As part of a broad call for commutisan support for the effort he’s unc
voters view Bush and Republicans asty activism, Bush also plans to protaken,” said Daschle, D-S.D.
more sympathetic to big business thapose expanding a national service pro-Buoyed by record-high appro
to average Americans. gram started by former Presidematings, the commander in chief v

A new poll suggests Americans ar€linton, and open it to churches andevote most of his time to what ai
more suspicious of congressionaither faith-based institutions, aidesall three great goals: The war age
Democrats than of Bush. In the USAaid. terrorism, domestic defense and
Today/CNN/Gallup survey, 29 percent Bush rehearsed the speech in tieeonomy.
said Bush believed he would ow#&Vhite House theater on Monday and He has already proposed adc
Enron executives special policy treamet with lawmakers to discuss changearly $50 billion to the Pentagon b
ment in return for campaign contribuin Medicare. get, the largest increase in milit
tions; 55 percent believe congressionalHe outlined his address for congrespending in 20 years.

e Briefly oosss——

Weather: 2-4 inches of snow by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension C

Snow chances for Colby have increased to nearly &ijy.)

percent for Wednesday and Wednesday night, with a

where from 2to 4 inches or more of snow expected, adviEy&;ed scheduled Satu rday
the National Weather Service. The annual Odd Fellows and Rebekahs pancake at

The highs Wednesday will be in the 20s with north wing@ge feed will be held Saturday, from 7 a.m.-2 p.m.,
at 10 mph, and in the middle teens Wednesday night v#@iby Community Building.
northeast winds at 10 mph. Snow could become heav{’roceeds will be used for Thomas County freshr
overnight Wednesday and into early Thursday mornig§Phomore scholarships. Everyone is invited. Admi:
Thursday will see some clearing with highs in the middfe$3 per person.
20s. Friday will be sunny, with lows +10 and highs in tlg .
middle 30s. oup supper to benefit school

Tonight, look for cloudy conditions, with a 30 percent Kappa Upsilon, a local sorority, is sponsoring a
chance for snow showers developing, lows in the teenssugper from 5 to 7:30 p.m., Friday, Feb. 8 at the C
northeast winds 10 mph. Colby’s high Monday was 33 @@dmmunity Building during the Colby/Quinter basket
the overnight low this morning was 8. So far this montigame. All proceeds from the event will benefit Puddlek
Thomas County has recorded no more than a trace of Preschool, said Bonnie Dinkel, one of the organizer
cipitation. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is awbe menu will be chili, chicken-noodle and vegetable
aging 33 degrees. with free-will donations accepted.

TherecordsforJan.29:72in1920and —13in1@%tk  For questions or information, call Dinkel at 462-72¢
daily temperatures, precipitation and records are providéany Jennings, director of Puddle Duck at 462-8388
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