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In Colby area

Snow, dirt driven by wind gusts up to 60 mph

By PATTY DECKER

showed a peak gust of 60 mph at 7:40 p.m. 8anday. Once the road closings started, tRiek Carter, public power employee, said to- Gerry Bieker, public works director, saic
Colby Free Press  Saturday night,” said Wayne Wiens, Colbyhomas County Chapter of the American Reldy that atree falling on an electrical line in thgnhd three of his crew went out Saturday v
Strong, sustaining winds of 40 mph witkligh School technology director and overse€ross was activated. E. 6th area resulted in many being withoifig around 9:30 a.m. and worked for the
peak gusts to 60 mph on Saturday created bbifthe school’'s weather station. “With the motels full, the National Guardpower from about two hours Saturday aftefive hours dealing with the drifting issues.
zard conditions for travelers and residents alikeAs for the roads, the first closing came @trmory was opened to provide shelter and footon. Sunday, crews went out again for a coups
in the Colby area with road closings antD:15a.m. fortravelers westbound from Gootbr those needing assistance,” said DonnaAnother concern was the wind whippingours to put salt down in areas needing &
stranded motorists looking for shelter as mtand to the Colorado line, according to thinley, director. As of this morning, totals fronagainst three electrical lines near the law afon caused by the snow drifting on the ro
tels filled to capacity and power outages keldansas Highway Patrol in Norton. Within 3@veekend visitors was unavailable, but Finldgrcement center prompting outages there*This wind had an awful looking effect
crews busy thoughout the day. The snow wanutes, Interstate 70 at Colby westbound noted that more than 30 people had arrived farice in the evening and leaving the poliage city,” Bieker said today.
also acompanied by dirt, but despite it all, tigoodland closed and by 11:10a.m., U.S. Highelp Saturday evening. department without power for nearly 90 min- The snow was accompanied by dirt, re:
Northwest Research-Extension Center wasy 24 westbound from Colby closed. By 5 In addition, the city’s public power and pubutes total. ing in abonanza for the city’s car washes, w
able to report only a trace of precipitation. p.m., a patrol spokesperson said, both lanesiofworks department considered Saturday’s“Overall, we were pretty fortunate that wevere about as busy as they’ve been for mc
“From 10:40 a.m. on Saturday until midJ.S. 24 were shutdown and I-70 from Hays tinds to be among the strongest they hdiin’t see more damage than we did,” CarterThe storm prompted cancelations of s
night, the winds stayed at over 40 mph and \enver closed. All roads reopened by 3 a.muorked in for quite some time. For examplsaid. events and activities.

State leaders move
toward tax Increases

TOPEKA (AP) — Agreement ap-lar situations.
pears to be growing among legislative “The real problem is, are there an
leaders that both cuts in some goverothers out there?” said Senate Ming
ment programs and significant tax inity Leader Anthony Hensley, D-To-
creases are necessary to balance treka.
state budget. The $426 million projection also

The state’s financial problems ar@gnores a shortfall in revenue colleg
that big. tions. From July 1, when the currer

“We don't have any good alternafiscal year started, through Jan. 3
tives,” said House Appropriationsollections were nearly $98 million
Committee Chairman Kenny Wilk, Rshort of expectations.

Lansing. “This year is a selection State officials and economists pl
among bad alternatives.” to meet March 8 to revise revenue

Legislators began the session facingnates used in budgeting. Many leg-
a projected $426 million gap betweeislators expectthemto slash estimatgs
expected revenues and spending com=There seems to be a consensust
mitments for the state’s 2003 fiscalve're dealing with declining rev-
year, which begins July 1. enues,” said Sen. Jim Barone,

And that gap is likely to grow, sayFrontenac, a member of the Sen
legislative leaders and members of th&lays and Means Committee.
House and Senate budget committeesSenate President Dave Kerr,

Still to be factored in is $25 millionHutchinson, believes the state will b)
the state owes Panhandle Eastern Plpeky if estimators subtract $100 mil
Line Co. in tax refunds and interedion from their revenue forecast for fis
following a Kansas Supreme Courtal 2003. Others see a $150 millio
decision late last month. subtraction as more likely.

Moreover, the court rejected a rule If the gloomier prediction is born
the Department of Revenue used wout, the budget gap could reach $6
determining Panhandle’s taxes. Legisnillion, or 12.5 percent of the $4.8 bil
lators don’t know how many times thdion that current federal and Kansg
departmentapplied the same rule in th@ws would require the state to spern
same way for other companies in simin fiscal 2003.

Telemarketing battle
coming to Legislature

By JOHN HANNA cost the least amount and accompli
Associated Press Writer the objective.”

TOPEKA (AP) — A legislative  Legislators believe many constitur

battle looms over telemarketing.  ents want them to do something abopt

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Thomas County Emergency Medical Services assistantdirector Martin - service’s latest vehicle, a 2001 Med-Tech ambulance. The unitis sta-
Rinehart checked out a portable blood pressure machine on the tioned in Colby.

Volunteers key to ambulance service

| By MAXINE NELSON “But Thomas County EMS wouldn’t exist without our volunteers. All
Pl Colby Free Press the ambulance runs use a volunteer from the community. Thomas Cg
Thomas County Emergency Medical Services has a new ambulanceE& does not have any full-time employees that are paid to respond g
ing. the county four — two in Colby, one in Brewster, and one in Rexfa@hbulance.” he said.
) ; said Martin Rinehart, assistant director. The department also has a SuburHarsaid Thomas County EMS has over 30 volunteers to cover call §
The AARP, which represents morenwanted telemarketing calls. | which will be used by the first responder, a new service expected to decfestse ambulances, located throughout the county. The county also em
than 350,000 Kansans 399 50 or”ol_derAZC_)OO Iaword_ere_d the Kansas Coy- response time to calls. a director and assistant director to oversee the day-to-day activities, p
wants to create a state “no call” lisporation Commission to issue rules  the new ambulance, a 2001 Medtech Apollo, purchased from Midwesstk, and training for the EMS.
upon which consumers could placeequiring telemarketing companies tp \jicle professionals of Wichita, is housed in Colby, and one of the ColbBut it is in the volunteers that make this service run,” Buffington sa
their names free of charge. The groupform consumers about how they o jances was transferred to Rexford, Rinehart said. The Rexford afiibese people respond by a paging system after a call is made througl
has the support of Attorney Generalould notify marketersthatthey didndt |ance ' which was the oldest in the fleet, was retired. They respond from their homes, jobs, and even school, to the ambu
Carla Stovall and a majority of senawanttobe called. Thomas County EMS averages 600 calls per year with Colby respongimage, leaving whatever they are doing (including eating supper) to res
tors, sponsoring its prpposal. , Butthe AARP doesn'tviewthatlaw , g5 percent of those calls, said Josh Buffington, EMS director. in another’s time of need.”
Buttelecommunications companiess strong enough and sees telemar--gy1g has heen serving the citizens of Thomas County for over 20 yearsBasfington said, “We must have a legal crew of two certified technicig

and an association thatrepresents mketing calls as more than a nuisang
keting companies have their own proFhe group worries that some senio
posal, one they see as effective for cohave a hard time resisting solicitatiory

E-the primary ambulance service in the community, said Buffington. It ofiemghe ambulance before it can roll and on average we have three. Our
Stull-time service, 24 hours/seven days a week. The department is initiatieggonse time is three to five minutes from the ambulance barn, depe

sumers but far less burdensome fand that con artists use telemarketing

businesses. The AARP’s proposal i swindle them.

before the Senate Commerce Commit-“Realistically, the telemarketing| 4,
tee. The industry’s bill is before théusiness is here to stay,” said Barbaray
Withee, a Manhattan resident who {s

Senate Judiciary Committee.

Both could gain their committee'she AARP’s legislative chairwoman.
approval. Judiciary Chairman John Telemarketers and telecommunic
Vratil, R-Leawood, is a sponsor of théions companies like AT&T, Sprint,
plan backed by the AARP but supportg!Cl Worldcom and Southwester
the industry bill at the same time.

“We need to do something,” Vratilplaints. Those companies use tel
said. “My objective is to enact legislamarketing themselves, as well as d
tion that will be minimally intrusive, liver telemarketers’ calls.

Bell say they're sympathetic to comr +

S new program, the first responder program, which will enable rapid medicalveather and traffic. Our technicians do not have red lights or siref
response to the scene of injury or iliness, he said. their vehicles and must respond to the ambulance garage without spe
Currently, all volunteers report to the ambulance barn and ride togethamamnning stop signs. Butthey make every effort to get there as expeditic
e scene. Under the new program, an EMT will proceed directly to the segpessible while driving safely.”

give medical treatment per protocols prior to the arrival of the ambuland@urrently, Thomas County EMS relies mainly on Emergency Medi
decreasing the amount of time it takes to respond and the amount of tinTetimicians to respond on the ambulance calls. The systemis setupto
ambulance is ‘on scene.’With response times, from page to ‘on scene,’amereertified first responder and one EMT to be a legal crew, but Tho
" aging 10 minutes, it was necessary to find a better solution for rapid me@icahty EMS utilizes at least two EMTSs to ensure continuity of patient ¢

response, he said Buffington said.

“Throughout the years there have been many technological advances &andrder to become an EMT, you must be at least 18 years of age ar
homas County EMS has always been at the head of the pack in northems$ta Kansas approved EMT-Basic program and test, accordin
“Kansas when it comesto the best training and equipment. We pride our&alffasgton. Anyone wanting to learn more about becoming an EMT, call 7]
“on being the forerunners of our area in EMS,” Buffington said. 462-4585, or e-mail tcemsdirector@hotmail.com.
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Weather: Cooler, warmer

Cooler temperatures early in the week will give way
warmer conditions late in the week for the Colby regiom,
reports the National Weather Service. Tonight, cloudy;, |

0 .
in the upper teens and north winds 15-25 mph with gLE@a market slated fOI‘ApI’I|

up to around 35. Tuesday, partly sunny, highs in the middi¢he Thomas County Alcohol Drug Abuse Councilis .
king donations for its flea market scheduled for SaSnnglng Valentines offered

40s and north winds 10-15 mph. Tuesday night, clear, I&&§

daily temperatures, precipitation andaid JoAnne Sunderman, librarian. The silent auction r@@odland basketball game and for many years has be
ed by the Northwest Kansas Resealffcbm Saturday, Feb. 23 to the day of the auction and peaplihe club’s larger fund-raising events. The cost for a
Colby.) canvisitthe items selected during regular hours. Donatim®4, children (12 and under) $2.

are also be accepted until Thursday, Feb. 21. For questions, o )

call 462-4470. Massage clinic continues Tuesday

The Physical Therapy department at Colby Comm
College is sponsoring a massage clinic on Tuesday

in the middle teens. Wednesday, partly sunny, highs in@. April 13, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All donations to the The Colby Community College Sunflower Singers wi#l:30 to 7:30 p.m. Those wanting a massage can call
middle 50s and Thursday partly cloudy with lows in the 2@@uncil are tax-deductible and for those needing to makver a singing Valentine to your sweetheart for $15 forppointment, 462-4797, and walk-ins are welcome
and highs in the 50s. Colby’s high Sunday was 43 andaf@ngements to have items picked up, call 462-6111.rgse and a song. Call Dr. Philip Shuman at 462-3984, égst of the massage is $10 for 30 minutes and all prc
overnight low this morning was 15. Precipitation remains . 311, by Feb. 12. will go to help the physical therapist students.

at 0.19 inches for the month and snowfall at 2.5 inchgébrary auction scheduled ) )

Saturday’s blowing snow was listed as only a trace. The softhere will be an arts and crafts auction at Pioneer N@Otary putting the soup on Recycling centertakes phone books
temperature at the 4-inch depth is averaging 32 degreewial Library, 375 W. 4th St., Colby, on Saturday, MarchThe Colby Rotary Club is sponsoring a soup supper frorfhe Thomas County Recycling Centeris taking old
Today'’s high was expected to top out somewhere betwdpeginning at 9 a.m. The eventis sponsored by Friendstaf 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 12, at the Colby Commumihone books at its collection site, 720 E. College [
60 and 65 degrees. The records for Feb. 11: 76 in 1951thad ibrary, a group of people supporting the institutidByilding. The supper is in conjunction with the ColbyGolby.
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