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Fire sends man to hospita

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor |

A burning candle on top of a televig
sion set could have been the cause

X

with a small child, were in the house at
the time the fire broke out, Dickma
said, and it was the child who alerted
Ballard of the blaze.
“They were very fortunate,” Dick-|~

warning and no smoke alarms.”
Ballard was taken by Thomas
County ambulance to Citizens Med

later released.
The fire was isolated to the livind#&
room area, Dickman said, butthere w@s
a lot of smoke damage throughout t
home. Once firefighters located th —
origin of the fire, it was only minutes JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press
to extinguish the blaze. “Fires arenFirefighters Bill Jones and Sean Hankin waited for smoke to clear after
like those portrayed in movies,"ahouse fire at 735 E. 8th Street Tuesday night. Although the blaze was
Dickman said. “Itis black and dark anéxtinguished quickly, firefighters said the family was lucky as there were
in the situation last night, firefightersno smoke alarms in the house.
went past the source and then back-
tracked before discovering the fire waigasibility of having one in their inven-ions, he asks that people call, 4
just five feet from the front door.”  tory at some point in the future. 4454.
Colby Fire Chief Bob McLemore Residents are also encouraged to callfTuesday night’s house fire was
e said one thing that will help the departhe fire department if they need #rst this year with all volunteers a
PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press | mentin the near future would be athesmoke alarm or suspect one is nefficers respondingin three fire truc

.

Congressman Jerry Moran (R-Hays), at left, was in Colby on Tuesday to accept a check from the Na- | mal imaging camera. working properly. The house was rental property ow
tional Association of Realtors in his quest for re-election to the U.S. House of Representatives in Novem- “The camera will make it a lot “For $7.50 we can install an alarmby Marvin and Betty Albers of Colk
ber. During the stop, Moran spoke with many local leaders to include Gerry Fulwider, director ofthe Tho- | quicker in finding the heat sourcealong with providing a home escape “Our volunteer firefighters did
mas County/Colby Chamber of Commerce and Mayor Warren Hixson, at right. which will help firefighters and couldplan that could save lives and redusgonderful job in acting quickly to p

prevent further loss,” he said. property damage,” Dickman said. the fire out,” McLemore said, “and

) . . Thermal imaging cameras have In addition, McLemore said the firgeason is because of the constant
ea O rS SSOC I a IOn aVO rS O ran been around for about 10 yearslepartmentwill also check batteries dng these volunteers go through
McLemore said, and the Colby Firanswer any questions about makingade all the difference in an act

Department has been looking at theomes safer. For information or quegmergency.”
By PATTY DECKER a 12-point plan to initiate changes,” he said. “We can

~Tonight at the Community Building
Free Press Editor allow rural America to get left behind . =
First District Congressman Jerry Moran (R-Hays),In addition to his work in healthcare, Moran is alsq I h e n u m be r to b reak IS 1 7 1 1
made a brief stop in Colby on Tuesday to accept a came of seven senators and 11 congressman on the gon- y

paign contribution of $1,000 on behalf of the NationEdrence committee for the farm bill.

Association of Realtors. “In this committee, will be putting everything onthe
The event, sponsored by the Kansas Associatiortaifle and figure out how to put both farm bills togethe

Realtors, was held at the Colby Country Club with meamd come up with a workable solution,” he said.

bers of the Colby, Goodland and Hays Board of Realtorsor those in rural Kansas, Moran urges they ser

offering their support for Moran'’s re-election to Congresteas and concerns to him so that he can bring it fg

By TOM (TD) DREILING bered 1,711. So, if one more persdwe can also set a season recort
Free Press Publisher attends tonight than did two years ageins.” He explained that the teat

d Alleyes will be on the Colby Com-the record will be broken. 16th win will be arecord for the me
r. munity Building tonight to see if at “In order to set such a record, wprogram since joining the Jayhs
least one more person attends the b&ged you and all your friends to turn oi/est Conference six seasons ago.

in November. ward to this important committee. T th " Ost id “Wi d setlast d H
Atthis time, no one has filed challenging Moran on theLooking around at the 40 some people gathered jn ketballgame between the Colby Conaourilazrgr?é shzv?/rrgi?rs] Si?ilt"’. e?sei%roigraﬂswisr?sa?%gigi dcurren 3

Republican ticket as the deadline for the August prima&glby, Moran also spoke of leadership. munity College Trojans and Butley y pirit: , : :

of June 10 approaches. “We can’t wait for Washington and Topeka — wha{ County than attended when these twolf 1,712 —or more —fans show up The Trojans are currently 15-

Moran, whois seeking his fourth termin Congress, said need are leaders willing to do community service t€ams playedinthe building two yea'{jﬂi}g%C%rggitéﬂgigﬂhrsogéﬂwi"Vtv?t?foevrzrr?geanciﬁ)uug rf;gﬁgéﬁ?j%
he wants to continue to “fight the fight to improve the lahd join in the fight to protect the rural values,” he said. 899 — Feb. 19, 2000. h ?b i , g di y 's ch -
in life for others.” “Unfortunately, and too often, not enough people ar One more person? _ the ng r)]/ Rehcreauo_n Department r;acc_or |;flg to O?termann s chart.

Citing some of the major priorities in the comingetting involved in the decision-making process and _ 1he Trojans’ head coach _Bna,ryeae that t e_agatmg c%%%?ty mr': eTip-o fls set r(])r 8p.m. h
months and years, Moran touched on the farm bill dads than 50 percent even turn out to vote.” Ostermann is promoting tonight'scommunity Buildingis 1, orath- Don'tforget that prior to the mel
healthcare. During the Presidents’ Day recess, Moran not only 9ame as “Set a College Game Atteletic events, which means that if thgame is the Lady Trojans qnd thel

The current farm bill, he said, will expire on Sept. 3@opped in Colby, but earlier in the day was in Morland, dance Record atthe Colby Communiigcord aftendance mark falls, theder County women, who will face f

and last year the House passed a bill and this yearHbgie, Oberlin and Atwood. Today, he held his towr] Building.” i won't be a lot o:elboy\(/jr(r)]om. dditi até pkm. f iaht’ il
Senate offered up its version. hall meetings on his 66-town tour in Wheelerand Goog-  Ostermann points to the record Ostermann also said thatin addition Tickets for tonight's games wi

“There are significant differences between the two biliand. crowd on Feb. 19, 2000 which numio setting a game attendance recoidst $1.
— lots of small and big issues alike,” he said. Moran will be returning to Colby as he continues hi

Lok et o menn i e i tsan. w20 DISErICE contract extensions okayed,
ut no raises given by school board

the south and loan rates when producers pledge grain®l believe in a grassroots campaign and politic$
‘b

O D

In healthcare, Moran said there are again two magtiould be about getting acquainted with every man a
issues. The first is availability of Medicare reimburseoman in a community,” he said.
ments and its impact on the rural hospitals dependent dRepresenting the local Board of Realtors at Tuesday

these payments. Along with that, the affordability of imight's meeting were Pat Selby of Colby; Rocky Feltis By JAY KELLEY and curriculum director Diana6-1 with Miller the dissenter, he
surance, prescription drugs and other medical costsadtdays; and Rose Anderson of Goodland. Colby Free Press Wieland. guested and got a 10-minute exect
skyrocketing. Many local dignitaries were also recognized to int  The Colby School Board approved Superintendent Kirk Nielsen wasession with no action taken when
“I sponsored a bill recently that would allow the inelude Mayor Warren Hixson, Dr. Mikel Ary, president| contract extensions until June of 200diven an extension in January. board returned to open session.
portation of pharmaceuticals from Canada in an efforttficColby Community College; Gerry Fulwider, direc-| attheir Monday night meeting for prin- After a motion was made and sec- Raises for administrators were
create competition here,” he said. tor of the Thomas County/Colby Chamber of Com} cipals Bryan Bullington, high schoolonded, board member Bill Millerdiscussed. Their current salaries
“l am tired of talking and as chair of the Ruraherce; along with realtors and other leaders from Goopl- Rob Ross, middle school and Terrelanted to go into executive sessio®ullington, $60,650; Ross, $60,5
Healthcare Coalition, there is a proposal on the table withd, Colby and Hays. Harrison, elementary school, alongecause of a pending decision he walgieland, $58,100; Harrison, $53,0

with activities director Jeff Quenzeunable to ask for that, but after the votand Quenzer, $51,000.

Driver’s education discussion sparks heated exchange at board meeting

By JAY KELLEY to teach on-line. According toln an earlier presentation, Bullingtofior Diana Wieland. Bullington addedds to learn on-line and would help th&8,” asked Wilburn Holloway.
Colby Free Press Bullington, it would be more expenhad told the board that Bowen didnthat Buhler had taken on quite a bit qfistrict when they began to develop on- “Then we'll give the program
The Colby School Board approvedive to students, $75 vs. $60 now, batind losing some hours. extra cost and the cost of the prografthe teaching, something she an@olby Community College,” retort
a new driver’s education curriculunwould be more flexible than the old Board member Bill Miller jumped Was in partto recoup some of that cog§y|lington both said is in the district'sGordon.
after high school principal Bryancurriculum. on Bullington, “I keep hearing all _“We've got the service center, thefytyre. Tracy Rogers, another membé
Bullington was placed on a hot seat by Driver’s education instructor Tomabout how great our technology is, bl8SSDACK, now this,” Miller said.  «The issue is flexibility,” said boardthe board, said he thought the prog
board members at their Monday nigfBowen would still be needed for th@ow we're using someone else’s proPretty soon we won't have to be gnember Cathy Gordon, “and | thinkvould be a good way to “test the \
meeting. driving portion and testing, but higgram. | want to know why.” school anymore.” . we needto doit.” ters of on-line teaching.”
Bullington proposed using a curricuhours would be greatly reduced, sav-“Because Tom (Bowen) didn’t de- Wieland defended the curriculum, “what happens if the Legislature The board approved the drive
lum developed by Buhler High Schoaing the district money, Bullington saidvelop it first,” said curriculum direc-Saying itwas agood opportunity for thgasses a bill to raise the driving age &mucation program 7-0.

Weather: Warm, then snow at the 4-inch depth is averaging 40 degrees. Precipitaitonquestions, call 465-5300. Brewster board meeting Thursday

, : " : i t0.19inches for the month and 2.5 inches of snow. ; ;
It's going to get pretty warm and then it's going to snoffg 1a/nS att. 1: The Brewster School board meeting will be Thurs
ggay shighs is expected toreach 56. The records for iRlad Cross classes set Feb. 21, beginning at 5:30 p.m., in the school cafeteri;

That's what the National Weather Service sees forthe C 75 in 1930 and —4 in 191Ehe daily temperatures
ggesaérl?de ?]%SR;NTe%?'%?f{dr;afgféoﬁ‘ndg’ﬁ I%—mz;gégf, rgl?rggcipitation and records are provided by the Northwegt| "¢ Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Créensas St.

: i8'sponsoring a CPR and first aid class with two sessions

highs in the middle 50s and northwest winds 10-20 m .hsas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) on I\F/)Ionday, geb, 25, and Monday, March 4, at 6 p.m. at(ﬁ@”ege to host jOb fairin Apr||

Thursday night, clear, lows in the middle 20 and some wind. " Colby Community College student union. This course, sai i i i i :
Friday, sunny, highs near 70. Saturday, partly cloudy, Z\Qprematlon breakfast plan ned Donna Finley, director of the Thomas County Red Cr(b%:é)\l,sgrigg?g&lgoiﬂlii%epw#: Z%S-}—ﬁa?g(;:; tggnﬁ
overnight lows in the upper 20s and the highs in the uppéfrhe Colby Chapter of the FFAis having an appreciatiomapter, trains individuals to act in an emergency angH@ Robert Burnett Memorial 'St.udent Union c’)n can
50s. Sunday and Monday, a chance for snow, lows inltheakfast from 7 to 8 a.m., Thursday, at the Colby Higdtognize and care for respiratory or cardiac emergencids, gre encouraging all health care workers and st
20s and highs 35-40. Colby’s high Tuesday was 54 andSkool ag shop (east of Dennen Field). sudden illness and injuries. To register or for those Wighyttend this job fair,” said Tina Schrick, nursing ins
overnight low this morning was 22. The soil temperatureAll supporters of the FFA program are invited to attengliestions, call Finley at 462-7161 or 462-2366. tor at the college. Fo'r information, call 462-4788.
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