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New recycling trailer arrives 1-/0 traﬁlc StOp
lylelds nearly
50 Ibs. of cocaine

By PATTY DECKER 2,246 Ibs. of marijuana; 117.2 Ibg
Free Press Editor cocaine; 4.5 grams of methampl
The Kansas Highway Patrol seizedmines; and approximately $247,
46 Ibs. of cocaine off Interstate 70n cash.
seven miles east of Colby on Thursday“l think our troopers in this area :
afternoon. doing a great job of taking these dr
The initial stop, which led to the seioff the highway system,” McGui
zure of the cocaine, came about aftesaid. “And, when considering the f
trooper spotted a 1998 Nissan Vathat drug dealers are running a ga
swerving off the road in the eastbouniét on these thoroughfares, with ski
lane, said Lt. Kelly McGuire, trooptroopers all across the state lookin
commander of the northwest Kansatoes make me wonder why they c
region. Due to the suspicious nature tihue to attempt to do this.”
the driver, the trooper asked for con- Yet for every stop a trooper mak
sent to search and discovered the ddeGuire said, he is convinced that
caine in the passenger side air bag. only a drop in the bucket In this ai
“This was a good-sized amount athe highway patrol’s region run:
cocaine,” he said, “with a street valustraight line from Ellis-Rush Cour
of about $1 million.” south of Hays clear to Nebraska g
Atthistime, names of the two peopleorth and from the Ellsworth-Rus:
involved are being withheld and th&€ounty line clear to Colorado.
case has been forwarded to a special'We have 30 troopers in our reg
task force in Garden City with the Fedto cover an area 205 miles long by
eral Drug Administration. The onlymiles wide and this isn't a full compg
information available was thatthe mament,” he said. “We need troopers
was from Georgia and the woman frorthe region and are expected to |
Florida, he said. The next step will banother four filling a few holes in [
PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press | Made by the task force allowing thélay.” _
couple to continue on a controlled de- Although Thursday’s seizure wa
Thomas County Citizens for Recycling recently got some more good Brewster and the new bins will be putinto arotation process. Theway | liveryinhopesthatthose further alontarge amount, it wasn't the largest

news with the addition of a new trailer and bins in their inventory, said the process will work, she said, is that when the bins fill up in Brew- in the exchange can be arrestedaid. The largest cocaine seizure b
Lynette Koon, Thomas County District Conservation manager. Koon ster, the trailer will be used to transport them back to the Colby center. McGuire said. highway patrol in Kansas occurre
(pictured above) looked over the new items earlier this week thatwere  The full bins will be unloaded by a forklift and the empty bins would be The total amount of drugs seized offumber of years ago in Olathe, |
made possible through a grant. The new trailer will soon be movedto put back on the trailer and return to Brewster. the highway system this year in the 18uire said, when troopers found
counties of northwest Kansas totathan 100 Ibs. inside a fake prop
Wat t th f f ission ti

By MAXINE NELSON He said the toilet tanks get up to hatfeposits in the pipes. but will have some carried over fronCenter at the Thomas County OfficBortation van. _
Colby Free Press aninch of sand inthem and he suspectsn other business: last year as soon as the auditor corBomplex. ‘Road department supervisor C
Jim McGuire, part-time mainte-there is a water leak somewhere.  « Noxious weed director Ken PtaceRletes his report. The commissioners plan to invitdieker will bring bids for the picku

nance employee at the courthouse,Commission Chair Ron Evans toldequested and received approval to at- The commissioners instructedity officials to listen to a telephone calPacker. The sheriff will give hisann
complained about the water at thelcGuire he should get a water analyend a state weed meeting in Topekzounty ClerkTracey Perkins to checkrom someone from Sedgwick Count{eport; and Martin Rinehart of Thon
Thursday morning meeting of the Thaosis and report back. next Thursday. He also said he wantedth the auditor and they will make @xplain the 911 enhanced system adipunty Emergency Medical Servi
mas County Commissioners. Commissioner Glen Kersenbrocko get some different spray equipmentecision at the Monday meeting.  works there. will discuss raising base rates to ct

He said the water has sand and haxsid him to run the water for a whilefor the new pickup. He wants to change The next meeting will be at 9 a.m. Theywould like toinclude locationdhe additional cost of the first |
water deposits in it, especially firsbefore drinking it. out the seats so they can put a spridonday inthe commissioners room dbr cell phones in the system. sponder to ar_nb_ulance calls.
thing in the morning, and he wants Evans also said the water pipes intinsole between the seats. He saidhe courthouse. Emergency Manage- The commissioners will also make The commissioners also wante
water filters on each floor, at a cost afourthouse are 96 years old, andtould cost about $1,705, and he hasent Director John Lygeros plans ta decision on the radios needed for témind everyone that meetings
$35 each. would not be surprising if there ar&1,100 in capital outlay fund this yeareport on the Emergency OperatiorSenior Progress Center for the trangpen to the public.

Man injured in accident Thursday Making bail

By PATTY DECKER leased on Thursday. . When Kracke’s vehicle and Beall’ * : | W Lk "}. -
Free Press Editor ~ Kracke, who was driving a 1999,enicle collided, the result was thdt gl !

Athree-vehicle accidentlate ThursMercury, was westbound on U.S. 24acke’s vehicle was pushed into th E
day morning sent one man to the hos+hen he ran the red light and a secor@mi-tractor and ended up still in th N ':Y/ Ao
pital when the car he was driving ranar driven by Nyla Beall, of Atwood,westbound lane of U.S. 24, Jones sald | <
a red light while going west on U.Straveling northbound on Highway 25 The accidentreportwas calledinatf A ’ H"‘!.
Highway 24 (Range Ave. and Fourtlstruck Kracke's vehicle when hefailed 1:46 a.m. and, along with Colby Pd- | gt A : Ty
St.), said Colby Police Chief Randyo yield to the stoplight. lice officials responding, assistance e s il Fiy el
Jones. The third vehicle involved was ayas given by the Thomas County - —
The injured driver, Virgil Kracke, Freightliner tractor, driven by Jeffreysheriff's Office, Colby Fire Depart-| |
77, was taken by Thomas County antudson of Valley Center, who wasnent, and an officer with the Kansas
bulance personnelto Citizens Medicavaiting at the light in the eastboungighway Patrol Motor Carrier Inspec

Center where he was treated and rane on U.S. Highway 24. tion Division.
By JOHN HANNA __ marriages take a lot of work — angacity. There is no requirement that
Associated Press Writer pointed to his own. both spouses agree to the divorce.

- TOPEKA (AP) — The Senate re- “| may go home tonight and have a Under the bill, couples without de
jected a bill making it harder for somgummons nailed to my head,” he jokegendent children from the marriagp
couples to divorce, after members afrye given her plenty of reasons oveliving at home could still get what
gued over how far the state should gfie past 28 years.” amounts to a no-fault divorce if bot
to save troubled marriages. Critics said the state should not trwere in agreement.
Under the bill, the state would pertg save troubled marriages when it Butifthere were dependent childre
mit no-fault divorce only for couplesgoesn’t know the circumstances. ~ from the marriage, or if one spou
without dependent children living at «| don’t believe this Legislature canobjected to the divorce, then the spou
home. No-faultdivorce allows couplegngineer social relationships,” saideeking to end the marriage woul
to end a marriage without one spousgenate Judiciary Committee Chairmamave to allege one of nine grounds

h;vingr:]o all?ggrr\]/vror&gdoing 11)%' t2h5g0hn Vratil, R-Leawood. aswas the case before no-faultdivoreeprought in approximately $8,500 for the organization, said Randall Braden, coordinator. A majority of
other. The vote Thursaay was 15-295. State law provides three generavas adopted three decades ago. the funds received will go toward biomedical research leading to advances in CPR, bypass surgery, the

Supporters said state law makesdfounds for divorce: incompatibility, Supporters said a high divorce rafe heart-lung machine and surgeries to repair heart defects. Pictured above is Dave Jennings, playing the
too easy for one spouse to end a Mailure to perform a material maritathreatens the fabric of society and tra -judge, with Ralph Foster paying his bail.

riage. Sen. Ed Pugh, R-Wamego, saifiity, or mental illness or mental incamatizes many children.

s Briefly

Weather: Improving by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Cenges,and corn bread, said Ken Poland, publicity chair. Kensas legislature this session and want to hear frol
Improving conditions can be expected tonight agéalby.) costofthe soup supper is a free-will QOnation with proceegison these and other is_sues. J_oining themwill be sta
through the weekend for the Colby area, says the National used to benef|t the Gem community. AIs_o, e\_/eryonesurerand governorcandldate Tim Shallenburgerand
Weather Service. Tonight, a 30 percentychance for lin ngles dance cancelled ngcome to brln_g old ey_eglasse_s and hearing aids for restgite representative _and chal_rma_n of the House t
ing snow showers, becoming partly cloudy, lows near zerdhe Colby Singles Group cancelled its regular momml)l/ng. For questions or information, call 462-7809. appropriations committees Phill Kll_ng, V\_/ho isa can(_j\
and winds north 10-15 mph. Saturday, sunny, highs in @ace scheduled for tonight due to weather, said Don Birzer, ) forattorney general with plans to visit with area resic
upper teens to around 20 and north winds 10-15 mph. Saerdinator. Lawmakers, candidates to Colby abouttheir candidacy and vision for leading Kansas
urday night, clear, lows zero to +5. Sunday, sunny, highsjn . Sen. Stan Clark and Rep. Jim Morrison are inviting e\~ . .
the 30s and Monday, clear, lows around 10 and highs in@@€M LIONS sponsor soup supper eryone to a town hall meeting on Monday, March 4, at tééte council meeting Monday
40s. Colby’s high Thursday was 52 and the overnight lowsem Lions Club will have its annual winter soup supp@ity Limits Restaurant, 2227 S. Range, with a dutch treathe Colby Grade School Site Council will hold its re
this morning was 11. There were no snow totals availalole Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the new Gem Caneal starting at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting beginning &rimeeting Monday, March 4, beginning at 6:30 p.m. |
The records for March 1: 81in 1972 and -14 in 198Be munity Building (formerly the Gem Baptist Church). The.m. Both Clark and Morrison said they will share theichool cafeteria. Everyone is welcome to attend this
daily temperatures, precipitation and records are providetenu includes vegetable, potato and chili, along with crag&rspective about some of the important issues befordriys, said Terrel Harrison, principal.
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JAY KELLY/Colby Free Press
The American HeartAssociation’s annual fund-raiser, Cardiac Arrest, which was held recently in Colby,
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