Tuesday

March 12, 2002

o0¢

Volume 113, Number 50
Serving Thomas County since 1888

PRESS

Believe it or not Commissioners Ink
!:ord stuck several documents
In Chevy to benefit the county

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor By MAXINE NELSON said solid waste has averaged 12.8
Fighting crime can be adirty busi Colby Free Press perday in February, and has been
ness, but for Thomas County Chigf The Thomas County Commissiontons for the year. Thisis well under
Detention Officer Dave Ford, tha ers put their signatures on severaD tons per day needed to keer
meaning took on new heights today documents attheir Monday meeting tandfill open.
when his patrol car got stuck in the benefit the county. He said the price for scrap met:
automatic car wash for more than 1/5 They signed a memorandum odown, and he may have to start ch
minutes. agreementwith Dave Tole for sand aridg for it, if he has to pay to get it hau
Ford, who simply wanted a quich gravel for the county road departmenaway.
wash before leaving town on county ; Chris Bieker, road department super- Jumper said Thaniel Monacd
business, drove into the far west bgy e visor, brought a contract agreeing tMiller Associate of McCook, Nel

atthe Majic Spray facility at 244 W
4th St.

“I pulled in and watched as thg
wash cycle went throughits first ro
tation,” he said. “Then asitwent int(L
the second part of the cycle, th
mechanism just stopped on the right
front fender.”

Moments later and, in disbelief
Ford said he realized he was stuck ps
the water continued to spray a com
stantmistall around and with no waj:
to disengage the vehicle fromits prée

pay Tole 50 cents per cubic yard twill be at the next meeting to disc
excavate sand in a400 by 300 foot aregpening the new landfill pit.
The area has approximately 20 feet of He said the state wants to have a
sand under 10 feet of soil. day landfill training at Colby Comm
Bieker said the price was the sanmdty College in the fall and do so
as it has been, but the lease is for fiveands-on training at the Thon
years because it is the largest area Geunty landfill.
has worked. He said he was advertis-Jumper said some of the accour
ing for bids to excavate, and will behe landfill are more than 120 d
opening them March 29. overdue, and asked what he shouls
Bieker also brought a contract wittCommission Chair Ron Evans t
Penco Engineering of Plainville to inhim to check with other landfills, a
spect 33 bridges in Thomas County atith the road department to see v

dicament. Since he was trying to PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press | 5 cost of $47 per bridge. The total wakey do, and he can probably g
leave town, getting out of the car washomas County Chief Detention Officer Dave Ford is hard to see through all the mist, but he’s in the patrol $1,551. Inspections are to be done lsample letter to send out. If that fz
not the best option, so he decided tar. Ford, who thought he was making a quick trip to the car wash before getting on the road to Topeka, May 31. the account can be referred to s
call the sheriff’s office for assis-found himself stuck inside the automatic car wash until freed by the manager of Majic Spray on W. 4th St. In other business; claims court.

tance. * The commissioners signed an ap-+ Evans said the county is advel

“I'm stuck in the car wash,” hemanager, was there and had the situaAlthough the situation was light-is a button switch on the inside that plication for non-fund warrants foring for an EMS director due to the 1
told Jane McDougal, secretary andon under control. Another fellow of-hearted and the first time that Albrightvill open the south door allowing  $700,000 for expenses for the expaignation of Josh Buffington.

sheriff’s matron. In response, Mcficer, ShawnAckerman, arrived on theaid it's ever happened during his tetthem to back the car out. sion of the landfill. The money willbe « Tax abatements in the amourf
Dougal said that atfirst she couldn’scene to offer moral support while tryure as manager, he did offer a few sug-After seeing the car was undang- paid back over a period of time.  $6,127.74 were approved. One wa
quite comprehend what exactly wai§lg to keep a straight face. gestions. In the event a car gets stuaged, Ford continued on his trip « The commissioners signed grarfi213.76 for a boat not owned. Ab:
the problem. Ford then continued by Once the vehicle was freed, Forthe first option might be to drive it onTopeka. applications totaling $54,262 foments of $4,409.68 and $1,504.3(

saying he was literally stuck angtepped outofthe carand looked at tioett, butif that's not possible, as was the “Well nobody can say that th¢ Kathy Ryan, county health nurse. Apeommercial property were paid un
needed somebody to call the marightfender saying, “Well, that's probcase with Ford, then call him or the pcsheriff’s office in Thomas County plications are for $7,000 for the statprotest, and the state ordered a ref
ager of the facility to shut down theably the cleanest this fender has eviize department for help. isn’tcleaning up crime inmorewayg formula grant which helps pay for ba- « The commissioners signed
equipment so he could getout.  been — just glad it didn’t clean the Ifthe caris stuck and someone wantsan one,” said one fellow deputy sic services; $30,640 for Maternal anagreement for services from Devel

Within minutes Merle Albright, paint off.” to getout ofthe car, Albright said therabout Ford’s dilemma. Child Health; $12,239 for Familymental Services of Northwest Kan
Planning; $484 for HIV/Aids counselfor .959 mills of tax money for FY 20
ing; and $3,899 for Immunization Ac- « They received notice of a time

tion Plan. tension for the county’s micro-lo
ea I n e r I a O r al I l e r rese rva I O n S Ryan said the county provides fanproject. The project has been appre
ily planning services for Logan,for a 12-month extension, until Ju
Rawlins and Thomas counties; mateB0, 2002. This is money which car

By PATTY DECKER of it is what Bill plans to talk about,” nal and child health care to Decatulpanedto individuals. Contact Cou
] Free Press Ed/fo( Fulwider said. “Bill's dynamic deliv- Logan, Rawlins, Sheridan, ShermaiGlerk Tracey Perkins, for more inf
The deadline to make reservationsry, requiring energy not only from - . . .. Thomas and Wallace counties; andation.
for this year’s _ him, but also his audience integrates Bill's dynamic delivery, requiring energy Healthy Start services to Thomas « Commissioner Glen Kersenbr
golb%//'l(':r;]omgs F ' more than just a touch of humor witinOt only from him, but also his audience, inte- County. said Maurice Sloan had notified hir
ounty Chamber serious life skills and relationship is; ; ; She said she will be needing to rdxas recuperated from heart surgery
of Commerce an- sues.” b gra_tes m_ore than JUSt a tOL_JCh Of hgmor with place some infant and toddlers cavould be able to continue doing y
nl,!al ban_quet IS Cordes is a speaker, consultant a&€10US life skills and relatlonshlp ISsues.” seats, because she had just been nataintenance for the county off
Fnday, said Gerry author, he said, and has keynoted pro- Gerry Fulwider fied the ones she has no longer meaildings.
FuIWIder, execu- grams for conventions, conferences, : . ' safety standards because of changes: Perkins said EMS Assistant Dir
tive director. The schools and universities nationwide. Chamber executive director The health department provides ther Martin Rinehart has completed
banquetis Friday, Other biographical information pro- seats on aloaner basis. Officer I training. This will give him

April 5, at City

e C vided onthis year’s speaker noted thgtate University. Among his profes- Tickets for the banquet are $25 or She said she is going to apply to tH&l-cent an hour increase in pay.
imits Conven-

Cordes has co-authored some of tisonal and personal accomplishmenigp25 for a corporate table of eight. ThEhomas County Sheriff’s Department « The Thomas County Highway [

tion.Center, with Bill Cordes nation’s finest books for teens to in€ordes was awarded Graduate Studefiiner menu is prime rib and chicketP see if some of the drug seizurgartmentgave the following Febru
social hou_r at 6 ) clude, Teen Power Tooleen Power Teacher of the Year at Fort Hays by thend the event is open to all Chamb&fOney can be used for this purposeiork report. EQuipment was move
p.m. and dinner and entertainmenthry Christ Lead Now and Step Asideinternational Communication Assomembers and guests. She said she also wants to see if sGBeunty Road 412 in the south paf
starting at 7 p.m. _ andTeen Empower ciation and is a committed Christian, Since the deadline isfast_approacﬁpuld getavan from drug seizures b#e county between roads 6 and 7

“Spirit of AmericaAlive In Colby,”  “Bij|| has also been a high schoohusband and father. ing, Leta Lee, secretary, said peopf@use the department employees hayeaveling project. Seven hundred

iS_thiS year's theme for the banquegacher, college instructor and televi- In addition to Cordes, another highcan either mail their reservations witR€€N using their own cars for Maternalighty-eight cubic yards of gravel h;
with Bill Cordes of Great Bend, thesjon talk show host,” Fulwider saidlight of the banquet will be recognizpayment to the Colby/Thomas Count§d Infant Care trips. The commissiorbeen hauled there from Fulwider
guestsp_eaker. His educational background includeidig the 2001 Ambassador Businesshamber Office. 350 S. Range, Suif¢'S told her to check out the vansin thigoped in, and laid down. Snow v

“Learning to embrace the momenjraduate and undergraduate work Rerson of the Year and Communityo, Colby, Kan ' 67701 or call ’(785)'mpound lot also. plowed in East Hale and North Ran
and getinvolved while making the beshe University of Hawaii and Fort HaysService Award winners. 462-3401. « Larry Jumper, landfill supervisor,Townships.

Project HomeSafe truck plans stop in Colby today; free kits available

By PATTY DECKER since Saturday with Wichita as its first stop amdoting gun safety and saving lives. are loaded and unlocked guns, experts say, &ahsumer Product Safety Commission
Free Press Editor earliertoday representatives were in Goodland:Statistics show that if you have aloaded gunmajority of gun deaths happen in the homkack instructions.
The Project HomeSafe truck willbe in Colby The tour will end on Friday, March 29 in Toin your home which is not stored safely, it’s Lt. John Eichkorn, highway patrol spokes- The lock can be used on handguns, rifle:
tonight from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Wal-Mart Plazpeka, said Sara Klein, spokesperson. Othigely to hurt or kill someone someday,” Kleirman in Topeka, said troopers in Thomeahotguns.
parking lot. stops this week include Salina and Hays. said. County will talk with gun owners about how “It only takes that one time that a gun is
The purpose of the event is to teach peopléProject HomeSafe is sponsored by Lt. Gov.“Not just an animal or an intruder, but youto handle and store their firearms. Howeveégaded and accessible to a small chi
how to store firearms and, along with that frégary Sherrer’s office, the Kansas Highwaghild or a family member.” those planning to attend the event need riithkorn said.
safety kits and a gun lock will be distributed tBatrol and Kansas HeadStart program, withOn average, 75 American children are shimting their guns with them. “We encourage everyoneto stop by and|
those attending. more than 3 million safety kits provided by thevery day, and some die as aresult. In additionT he kits that will be distributed, Klein saidmore about how to safely store weapons
The truck has been traveling around the stéational Shooting Sports Foundation in pranillions of children live in homes where therenclude a cable-style gun lock tested by tmeake their homes a safer place,” he said.

Weather: Rain? can Room of the Student Union for the purpose of discus§-he deadline for entry forms is Tuesday, April 9. Regisygeros Jr. or the Goodland Weather Service at 785
wolRg negotiations. The board will again meet at 10 a.mtriation will be at 8:15 a.m. the morning of the tournamefit19.
;(;?e Fireside Lounge also for negotiations. The meetingvith play beginning at 9 a.m. For questions, call Pam Au-

gen to the public. gustine, 462-2924, or Bonnie Dinkel, 462-7247, co-co&oftball signup now underway
dinators of the tournament.

The National Weather Service mentioned the “R”
today in its forecast for the Colby region. Tonight, clou
lows in the middle 30s, south winds 10-15 mph, turnin

thri]ehgoirrfr]tﬁzsr;liztdelévgggnseggﬁl)g;setw\s\ll%/nﬂg lljjdyt(t:)ol(;':Omuw"alkers to meet ThurSday . Association is looking for softball players, ages 8 thr
9 y b P here will be a shortinformational meeting for the Wafkalir board to meet Thursday 18 interested in joini%g a Sweet 'IF')huynde’r tgam sai

Wednesday night, cloudy, a 40 percent chance for rain, f Thursday f 121010 1250 - -
developing, lows in the middle 30s. Thursday and Frid§§1Sas program Thursday from 12:10 to 12:50 p.m. at thehe Thomas County Fair Board will meet at8 p.m. Thugara Wieland, president of the association. For que

cloudy to partly cloudy, lows in the upper 20s to lower 3 4 Building. “We'll go over all the details of the progrargay in the 4-H Building to discuss plans for the coming fadk information, call Wieland at 462-6501; Tanya St
and highs in the middle to upper 40s. Colby’s high Ma#Rd 9ive you a chance to meet some of the other walldi@ to conduct routine business. The meeting is open tajfiiness manager at 462-6537; or check out the wet
day was 56 and the overnight low this morning was 2§ ticipants,” said D’Ette Scholtz, Thomas County Extegyblic. www.colbysweetthunder.org

climbing to 36 by 8 a.m.. The soil temperature at the 4_ir§%nAgent. Teams are asked to have one or two team

From now until mid-March, the Colby Girls Fast P

mem-
. ! s attend the meeting. Storm spotter class slated _ _

depth is il 38 degrees. The records for Mar_ch_ ring a sack lunch. The program will kick-off Saturday. The National Weather Service in Goodland and the Ti2ChOlarship deadline nears

84in 1972 and -3in 1963 .he daily temperatures, precipi . . L . .

tation and records are provided by the Northwest Kan . mas County Emergency Management will present a stormihe American Association of University Women

Research-Extension Center, Colby.) %’.?Jronty plans youth tournament spotter and safety class in Colby on Tuesday, March 26. aheounced that Monday, April 1, is the deadline for f

' ' A 3-on-3 youth basketball tournament, sponsored tsgining will begin at 7 p.m. in the Student Union of Colleyscholarship application. Scholarships are opento

. Kappa Upsilon, will be held on Saturday, April 13 in tHeommunity College. women in Thomas County who are juniors and seni

College board announces meeting Colby Elementary and Colby Middle School gymnasiums.ltis free of charge and is intended for all age groups. High school. Applications are available at Pioneer M
The Colby Community College Board of Trustees willhe grade divisions for boys and girls are 3rd-4th; 5th-gatogram is conducted_ once every year by National Weatﬁni;rLibra_ry or for questions, call Vanessa Eicher, sch

have a special meeting Thursday at 9 a.m. in the All-Ameid 7th-8th, and 9th-10th with entry fee at $24 per tea@ervice meteorologists. For information contact Jokhip chairperson, at 462-7438.
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