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Scene of injury accident
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|-70 detour
Into Colby
abandoned

By PATTY DECKER ures in the interstate roadwa
Free Press Editor McDiffett said, “we will return traffi
The deal is off for bringing motor-to the city detour for a short time wt
ists into Colby from Interstate 70 asghis area is repaired.”
part of a detour arrangement initially |n the event the transportation
planned to take effect on Monday. partmentwould need to use the Rz
Kansas Department of Transportaind Fourth Street detour, McDiff
tion officials in Norton abandoned thgaid the people in Colby would be
idea late this morning as a result affied before the transfer of traf
many, many telephone calls from corwould happen and exactly how Ic
cerned residents in Colby, said Chrisgat duration would be.
McDiffett, project engineer. Prior to changing from the origir
Consequently, the state plans tglan, the transportation departm
build the section of interstate betweelad wanted to detour the westbo
Colby and Levant under traffic. lanes of Interstate 70 between Cq
“This change may delay the complesnd Levant at Exit 53 to Range A
tion of the section and will add addi{Highway 24).”
tional costs to the transportation de- From there, traffic would have c

partment,” he said, “but officials felttinued north to the junction of Fou
that the local residents will appreciatst. (Highway 24).

A two-car accident Thursday at the intersection of Range Ave. and
Fourth Street in Colby resulted in the driver of a late model Pontiac
Grand Am being taken to Citizens Medical Center after colliding with
aflatbedtrailer being towed by a pick-up. The pick-up was turning north
onto Range Ave. and was struck by the west-bound Pontiac. Particu-

the decision.” ~Interstate traffic would then tu
Although plans are no longer irbnto Fourth St. (Highway 24) and

place to use the Range and Fourgized to the Levant interchange wi
Street proposed detour, state officialgwill return to Interstate 70.

said that should they have failures in Editor’s note: Local residents e
the interstate roadway under the neptessed many concerns about the
plan, they could yield to ittemporarilycision to detour traffic into the ci

“If, for some reason, we do have failThose letters can be found on pag

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

lars of the accident, including names of those involved, were still not
available today as the investigation continues. Thomas County Un-
dersheriff Mike Baughn (background), along with other law enforce-
ment authorities, offered assistance to the Colby Police Department
in handling the incident.

Tentative agreement reached between faculty, college board

By MAXINE NELSON

colleges. The previous health plan had be€hings are tending to get better,” he said. 1$600. For the 2001-2002 year, the salary wikenton Krehbiel, Cleona Flipse, Matt Har

Colby Free Press  partially self funded with the participants payeminded the agreement is still not totally abe increased by 4 percent plus $342. In totghd Don Kready — were present. Curt

The Colby Community College Board oing into a health fund out of which claims wereepted. He said the lengthy negotiations pite new money for about 60 instructors in t

|?fhens and Ken Poland were not. The e

Trustees and Faculty Alliance reached a teneid. When claims reached a certain amount tmss has been good, “because we can com201-02 year would be $94,000 and salary ijoard will vote on the proposed agreeme
tive contract agreement on Thursday, subjestindividual, they were paid through aninsuen agreement that is mutually agreeable.” creases in the 2002-03 for about 70 faculiiye Monday night meeting.

to a vote by the faculty alliance, and approvahce company.

The board attorney, David Starkey, presentatembers would total $130,000. Pat Erickson, Faculty Alliance represe

of the entire board of trustees at its next meet*Itis my personal opinion that doing this (inthe proposal, which included contracts for theThree counts of prohibitive practices involsjye, said it would take seven to 10 days fo
ing. Health coverage and salaries have bemmance) is a big improvement, said Davilrrent year, 2001-2002, and next year, 2008g insurance, contracts and negotiations, wfilance to vote on the proposal. Kip John

issues of disagreement.

Kruse, businessinstructor. “itwould be amo@903. The faculty has been teaching under tiesolved and dismisse8tarkey reminded thatmediator for the Kansas Department of Hu

Faculty Alliance representatives tentativelstable plan because we are looking at marentract for the 2000-2001 teaching year. the state is expecting a shortfall in taxes, apésources, was present to help with fact-
accepted the board’s proposal to participatefaople statewide — a larger organization withThe board proposed, for the 2002-2003 yeatate financing for education is an “unknowipg, but the parties came to an agreemet

the State of Kansas Health plan which has beslarger pool to pull from. I am quite optimistieach full-time professional employee will refactor.”

fore going to fact-finding. Johnsonis an a

opened up to school districts and communi@is to what appears to be happening this yeaive a salary increased by 4.3 percent, plusour members of the college board ey from Hays.

Ready for the endowment

ol
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Dave Jennings, owner and manager of the His Shop, arranged some
of the many items that will be on the block at this year’s Colby Com-
munity College EndowmentAuction, Saturday, beginning at4:45p.m.
at the Comfort Inn Convention Center. Dinner will be served at 5:30
p.m. with the auction starting at 7 p.m.

s Briefly

Weather: Typical March
Typical March best describes weather conditions for
Colby area through Monday. The National Weather Serv

said tonight will bring partly cloudy skies, lows in the up- 1 he Colby Community College Board of Trustees . ) . .
9 g party y Mheet at 5 p.m. Monday in the board room of the Thomaghe Colby High School Eagle Forensics team is hosti

Hal Administration Building. Agenda items will includéts home tournament on Thursday, March 21, in the co
south winds 10-20 mph. Saturday night, partly cloudy, lo§cussion and approval of the negotiations package offéheths area and 19 schools already have confirmed enty
in the upper 20s. Sunday, sunny, highs in the middle g@4dhe Faculty Alliance; child care report; approval of copaid Nancy Rundel, head coach.Those who have alre
Monday, cloudy, then partly cloudy, slight chance for rd@Cts; approval of agreements; resignation. Gasoline ageeed to volunteer as judges will have their choice of

or snow showers overnight, lows in the middle 20s afgSel fuel bids will be reviewed.

per teens and south winds 5-10 mph. Saturday, lookT6€
partly sunny skies, highsinthe upper 40s to around 50,

highs in the upper 50s. Colby’s high Thursday was 42 and

the overnight low this morning was 20. Precipitation rs€emann to visit Senior Center

west Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.)

‘Qg)llege board to meet Monday

County fair board sticks with exhibit release time

By MAXINE NELSON group, and said they were opposed sors.” for the same terms as last year, $2
Colby Free Press the later release date. John CranstonShe said the saddle for the queenpfus a $500 deposit. The contract i
The Thomas County Fair Board resaid he was concerned about the stre&k&50, and she also buys belt buckles fibre college year, but from Sept. 1-1¢
viewed and let stand their decision ton the livestock for being kept anotheghe queen and princess, and runnéhe area north of the grandstand c
release fair exhibits on Sunday morrtay, especially the hogs. ups. Other expenses include $300 fbecause the racing season does n
ing of the fair. They also left the fair The board voted, 4 for and 3 againgtjdges, the luncheon at the Ramadantil around Sept. 15.
parade set for 10 a.m. Saturday morte allow resale hogs to be removeprograms, and such. Anderson said the contract shc
ing. Fair dates are Tuesday-Saturdayaturday evening. General release will Rundel suggested having a sangrobably read from ‘when sche
July 30-Aug. 3. begin at 7:30 p.m. Sunday. wich lunch, but Wildeman said it coststarts’ rather than Sept. 1. Runde
The reason for changing the paradeln other business: as much to have a sandwich lunch amiinded the by-laws say board mq
from Tuesday to Saturday, and chang-+ Anderson said the board still doeeserve a place to have it, as it doeshers must have a chance to study
ing release dates from Saturday to Sumet have a carnival signed up. Boarouy a meal at Ramada, which includgsosed contracts before they are v
day, is to bring people to the fairmember Cheryl Baird said she hathe meeting room. on, so the vote was tabled until the |
grounds on Saturday, and to have sorbeen calling carnivals, and three were She said she has people who usuattyeeting.
exhibits for them to view, said Markshowing some interestin coming. sponsor the pageant. Last year thes Anderson said he was contacte
Anderson, vice-president. Anderson Board member Nancy Rundel saidoard gave her $2,800 and told her nipresentatives of Ty England wan
conducted the meeting in the absenske kept hearing about home-owned get sponsors, however this year the have a concert in Colby for $6,(
of President Mark Miller. carnivals, but also heard it is difficulboard is trying to cut expenses. including lights and sound. No act
The board discussed the decision tt find people to work them. Anyone «Rodeo Chairman Gary Garrett saidas taken.
length. Some 4-H parents have comrho is interested in a home-ownelle has a signed contract from Bronc * Rundel proposed, and the bc
plained about keeping the livestockarnivalisinvited to the April 11 meetRumford for the rodeo stock. Hevoted, to have an antique tractor c
until Sunday morning, saying soméng. brought a letter from a person wholass showimmediately following
people want to go to church, some * Rodeo Queen and Princess Pageavents to bring a bucking horse magarade on Saturday.
people want to leave on vacation, ardhairman Trudy Wildeman askedahine to the fair. She said she had a volunteer it
saying itcreates stress on the livestoakout the pageant. « The board voted to pay the Colbgsted in being superintendent.
to stay longer. The board had voted at the previougree Pres200 as full payment of a billshow will be in the 4-H Building par
Livestock are sold and some armeeting to give her $1,000 for the pagvhich is being disputed. The bill reing lot.
taken to the slaughterhouse, and oteant, instead of $2,500. She speatived was $252.91. * The board speculated on the re:
ers go to their new owners. $2,800 last year. * The board discussed the contraof having the parade crossthe inter:
Fairboard member Marty Crampton “Can | get sponsors?” she asked. With the college rodeo team. Allerdetour which is scheduled to be dc
reported on his meeting with the 4-ldannot work on $1,000 with no sponRussell, college rodeo coach has askBdnge Avenue at that time.

edy-type presentation, said Deb Koon, the center’s dir
tor. Everyone is invited to attend.

wyolunteers needed for tournament

Thumbs Up!

VThurston and Lois VanHorn — a nice tribTte, i
deed.

vNance Munderloh — a well-deserved honor.

VPrairie Museum of Art & History — good luck
with your Sunday afternoon program recognizi
March as National Women's History Month.

VOfficer Dave Ford — in a car wash?

V‘Gene’ Griffin — yourHamburger Stevhit the
spot with the judges.

vRandy Albers, Danny Black, Del Dack, Kevi
Owen — enjoy the Free Press.

ther attending a meeting on Monday or Tuesday at 6:30p
in the high school teacher’s lounge.

Donation drop planned Saturday

mains at 0.01 inches for the month. The soil temperature &osalie Seemann, representing the Silver-Haired Legrhe Thomas County Alcohol Drug Abuse Council wi
the 4-inch depth is averaging 40 degrees. The recordsdfetture, will be at the Senior Progress Center, Mondave a drop-off donation site at Southwind Plaza on Saf
March 15: 79in 1935 and -2 in 19XZhe daily tempera- beginning at 11:30 a.m. Seemann plans to update evggyrbeginning at9a.m. for those wanting to contribute ite

tures, precipitation and records are provided by the Noriéme on recent legislative action and prescriptions in a cg@ithe flea market on Saturday, April 13.

VGirl Scouts — this week is just for you.
(Callthe Free Press at 462-3963 to include an i
vidual or group in this weekly salute.)
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