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Thompson pleads
guilty; sentencing
scheduled In May

By PATTY DECKER vehicle which failed to stop at the
Free Press Editor tersection.

Michael A. Thompson, 18, of Colby  After reading the statement, Ju
pled guilty to amended charges of ingchiffner asked Thompson if this v
voluntary manslaughter and aggramn accurate record of what happe
vated battery as a result of a two-car“| don’t know,” Thompson said.
collision that occurred on Saturday, Williams added that his client dc
Jan. 29, 2000. believe that based on testimony

The plea was heard earlier today iyould have come out in a trial tha
the District Court of Thomas Countyjoes know the accident happenec
with Judge Glenn D. Schiffner presidit was his car involved.

L ing. Williams said that his clients is ¢
Inthe original complaint, whichwasering a plea based on a certain ¢
%.4| | setforajury trial beginning todayfacts and since Thompson doesn’
e Thomas County Attorney Laurence Amember what happened and bec
2 Taylor said that late Sunday afternodife doesn’t know what a jury would
: his office, along with Thompson and— the defense believes thisis a“g
T his court-appointed attorney, Cal Wilsplution to a terrible, terrible probler
. = 7 liams, came to a plea agreement. Schiffner asked Taylor if the stat
DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press The agreement meant that the Stad@tisfied with the statements by
of Kansas would drop its two counts Qjmpson and his attorney.
murder in the second degree to invol- Taylor hesitated and, at first, s

It!s not untary manslaughter in the deaths @bthing.

Angela J. Duden and Justin Shav_v. Th-In response to his silence, Willia
ompson also agreed to plead guilty tgsked if he might be able to clarif
the charge of aggravated battery witfaw points.

Wh at you respectto Brice Reynolds and William “we assume that it is ‘very likel

Pederson, who were seriously injureghat had this gone to a jury trial

= in the accident. would lead to a conviction,” he sai
ma th I n k As for the other counts to include Schiffner asked Thompson if
involuntary manslaughter while undegagreed with his attorney that the «
the influence of alcohol, driving undegome would have meant a “very lik
the influence of alcohol, and recklesgonviction.”
Colby firefighters Sean driving, both sides agreed to drop thoseTo that, Thompson said he agr
Hankin and J.L. Ellis burned | charges. _ _ with he attorney that the outcome
off weeds today from the When asked by Schiffner if Thomptrial would have been “very likely
south side of the Prairie Mu- | SOn understood the charges he wagnviction.”
seum of Art & History. pleading guilty to, Thompson said, Based on the stipulation of facts
According to Ellis, this chore yes. guestions answered, Taylor said he

; “Michael is taking full responsibil- satisfied and Schiffner accep
will have to be completed ity for what happened,” said WilliamsThompson’s plea to the crimes of
yearly until enough buffalo | «gyenthough he has no memory of th@luntary manslaughter and ag
grass grows to choke off the incident.” vated battery. )
weed growth. Williams said that Thompson en- The next step in the process wil
tered the guilty plea based on the fagtpre-sentencing investigation with
that his car was there, that he was igentencing scheduled for Wednes
volved, but when asked, “What hapmay 8 in district court. The sentenc

= pened?” he can't say “yes.” uidelines forinvoluntary manslaus

Firemen summoned to downtown apartment s smaeie sk o siomcorarers

the case by reviewing the events whigbss than 31 or more than 136 mo

led up to the fatal crash. depending on prior criminal history

By PATTY DECKER at 9:45 p.m. to discover a mattress onAlthough there was no damage dorthat smoke detectors made the differ- Williams read a statement, whicltan also mean a maximum $300,

o Free Press Editor fire, to the apartment or building itself, thence. said in part, thatthe accidenthappengfle. Onthe aggravated battery che

_ Colby firefighters were called to a Although the blaze was quickly exfire department and city police are in- “There were other people living inon Jan. 29, 2000 at the intersection @fe term of confinementis no lesst

fire in a downtown apartment Fridayinguished, the circumstances suwestigating. that building and because of their atteihomas County Road 27 and Highway months or more than 23 months, \
night, said Colby Fire Chief Bobroundingthe incident are suspiciousin “We have been interviewing peopléiveness by hearing the smoke alarrd4. a $100,000 fine.

McLemore today. _ nature, McLemore said. who lived in that apartment and othense were alerted right away,” he said. Additionally, he said that Thomp- Thompson’s supervised bo

Officials arrived at the upstairs “The apartment was not occupieih the building,” he said. McLemore said he can’t stres§on’s vehicle, a 1976 Cadillac, anghrough the Thomas County Ca
apartment located at 425 N. Frankli;ynd when we arrived the door was un- After the incident, McLemore saidenough how important a smoke deteBuden’s vehicle, a 1995 Probe, werservices will continue until sente
formerly known as the Shore Buildingjocked,” he said. that one good outcome to this fire wasr can be in saving buildings and livegnvolved and that it was Thompson'sng.

County commissioners okay bids on new pickup for road department

By MAXINE NELSON won over bids by Mitch Tiede Terracing oKersenbrock told him the county can only pay He also said he had reports of a lot of healbgck-up generation did not work. Jones sa
Colby Free Press Goodland for $39,000, and Sporer Land Devethat the taxpayers can afford. He said thwick traffic south of Levant and Brewster, andotor had been tested regularly, butwheni
The Thomas County Commissioners depment of Oakley for $35,000. county tries to go by the median salaries pattke road was getting wavy from the heavy traf connect up to the generator, things dic
cided at their Friday morning meeting to pur- In other business: EMS directors throughout the state. fic. Kersenbrock said he would remind theork.
chase a pickup for the road department from» Don Morton was at the meeting and said heHe said the commissioners had advertissheriff's department to patrol the road. Proposals were considered for a gene
Tubbs and Sons, and to hire Meier Construgas concerned with the changes in directorslaipd got four applications. Two of the applicantse Sheriff Tom Jones said the new drug d@nd maintenance plan. A decision was te
tion of Burlington, Colo., to strip the dirt fromof the EMS during the last couple of years. Heed extra training, and the commissioners wiks arrived. His name is Boz. The commissiountil the following meeting.
over the sand pit on Dave Tole’s land. said he had been an EMT for 20 years, throuigh interviewing two next week and they hopers signed a bill of sale, selling Guszti, thes The commissioners signed a proclame
The pickup bid was $16,127 for a Forfive directors. Jim Cave left to manage Mone have a new director by the last of May. former drug dog, to Ken Patton, his handldor Fair Housing Month, expressing the h
pickup with trade-in. Other bids were $17,1A&na Mike’s, Marian Lindberg left to return to « Chris Bieker, roads supervisor, said he wasiszti is 8 years old and is retiring. that this year’s observance will promoter
for a Chevy pickup and $18,989 for a Dodgmllege and Josh Buffington resigned. working on the state five-year road plan, andJones brought proposals for a new back-bpusing practices throughout the county.
pickup by Frontier Autoplex. Morton said he thought low pay was a factsuggested adding the two miles of oil road norglenerator for the Law Enforcement Center. TheThe commissioners had met Friday mor
The Burlington company’s bid of $30,000n the resignations. Commissioner Gleof Levant, and the Frontage Road to the plgmower recently failed in the center, and the pay bills and conduct routine business

m Briefly Colby meeting to focus on women

Weather: Big temperature drop tonight at 7 p.m. in the board room of the Administration
If you like today’s warmth, you are going to hatBUilding,. 210 S. Range.. Items on the agenda includeBg-PATTY DECKER National statistics revealed that 1(hile men are more likely to have he

Tuesday’s ‘coldth. The National Weather Service expec Iication_ of the budget! discussion of dates for Shirley Free Press Editor million women in this country haveattacks at a younger age than wor
the Colby area’s high to reach near 80 today, with Tuesd er_’s retirementreception a_nd _the_year-_end staff gatheHeart a_ttacks donot ha\_/e to killantieart disease and 6 million of thosgnce a woman reaches menopaus
high expected to be no warmer than the ?;OS. Here is! discussion of an out-of-_dls_tnct field trip request alt_ideAmerlcan Heart Association wanteomen are younger than 65. chances of having a heart attack e
detailed forecast. Tonight, clear skies early then beco for fuel for the school district. The school board wih explain that and more to women of In addition, awomanin menopausghat of a man.
cloudy with scattered rain or Snow showers through edio0 hear reports from the principals of the grade schatilages on Friday from 11:30 a.m.-has a high risk of heart disease, prima-«aAs we women get older, our risk
morning, precipitation set at 30 percent; brisk northe fddle school and high school, the curriculum director gman., in the Fellowship Hall of therily because as her body’s estrogafaving heart attacks grow
winds 15’_25 mph with gusts to 35 continui'ng' lows arou _NKESC board of dlre_ctors. The public, as aIwayleaiteq Methodist Church, 950 Slevel_ naturally decreases, the protegriegshauser said.
30. Tuesday, mostly cloudy, scattered snow,showers in'ﬂ¥éted to attend the meeting. Franklin, Colby. _ tion it prowde_s also decreases. What“Then there are modifiable risks
morning; colder with highs in the upper 30s and north winds “Many women lack basic knowl-this means, is that each year ovedted to cigarette smoking, high bl
1OhZ(I) mph; precipitatior(1130 pdercent. Tluesday nightr']CA(_)u;]FVUStee to review programs today Sgggc(;iftt)f?igter:/:?lt[ti::(t)asctli(riljilr;?etgvevaprlggg’gsoeo women will die from heartpr?\/svseurr]eeé%xteorﬁ'lsee,ad;]eetaz?tr;]?esrtlrﬁss
\rlwvwlévir?gvjpngﬁtr ]%gt \t/)Vaererll;ismgyt,hréarrr:i)é_sll%n;)\/lvv:(;nesl% SThe Colby Community College Board of Trustees WHess,” said Sherry Kriegshauser, with “This state of vulnerability and thewatching our diet, dealing with str
etat5p.m. today in the board room of the Thomas kgl Colby Chapter of the Americamagnitude of this silent epidemic warn a proper way, exercising and be

tnr:?:l} Wt?]setxetgﬁgrr]&iéﬁtlfxégégftmgﬁg; ,\-/ll—grl:(;zd dministration Building. The agenda will include a pra4eart Association. rants an emergent need forawarenesgware if we have high blood pressu
E h ith ice) hi hJ in th 60y review, approval of contracts, and dorm contract. Thfjarcia McCoy, RN, MSN, will talk Kriegshauser said. she said

et Aettenl A o potl_ce) 'ghs n the 695 §itees will consider tuition and fees, authorize the sigigut early detection, education and “We, aswomen, need to be educated.There is a $5 registration f

lows in the middle 30s. Colby’s high Sunday was 62 ' ' ' -There Is a $5 registration fee to

- - - - Ithinsurance plan for the college, and discuss any ofe(ention during her presentatioNotonly for ourselves, butfor our chiltend. Kriegshauser said. and rese
the overnight low this morning was 32. The Soil tempe{gys any member wishes to address. The meeting is QRfitled, “The Heart of Women'sdren and our children’s children.” tions'orqugestions can be made by

t tthe 4-inch depthi ing42d .Th ; . ;

for April L. 87 in 19401in-4in 1936The temperatures and© ¢ PUPTC Health,”she said. There are many risk factors to Corlng (785) 4628656 or (620) 285-6¢
initati i “Marcia is an excellent speakersider in prevention. One of the most “\We hope women in the area v

precipitationare provided by the Northwest Kansas R : . . ; ) s p )

search-Extension Center, Colby.) Puddle Duck sets enroliment along with being the coordinator of themportant factors being family historytake advantage of this program by

Enrollment for Puddle Duck Preschool willbe Wedned/fomen’s Cardiac Center, Mid If parents, grandparents or othegnding the meeting Friday,” she s
: day and Thursday, April 3-4, from 4-6 p.m., at 520 W. Sthmerica Heart Institute and Saintlose relatives have suffered heart at-Editor’s note: Two Colby wom
COIby School Board r_neets_ ,tonlght _ Colby. For more information call Amy Jennings at 462uke’s-Shawnee Mission Health Systacks, chances are increased. will talk about their personal expe

The Colby School Board will hold it's regular meetingg03 or 462-8388. tem,” Kriegshauser said. Association officials also said thatnces after surviving a heart attac
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