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Crashonl-70 _ |
Kills Gem man |

By RACHEL MISCALL Dick Liess, Goodland High School's.
The Goodland Daily News athletic director, decided to cancel the
GOODLAND — A 26-year-old game because of high winds. -
Gem man died Tuesday after the car“The wind was blowing pretty hard®
he was driving rear ended a semi rigt the field,” he said. “You couldn't se¢.
on|-70 about 13 miles east of Goodznything.”
land in a dust storm that reduced Roemer said as he drove east on
driving visibility to almost zero. 70 in his Ford Ranger he noticed tra

A report from the Kansas High4ic was heavy and the wind was blo
way Patrol says Jeffery Hopper waisig hard. Because of the wind, he sai
headed east in a 1996 Chevrolée was driving about 10 mph undert|
about 3:45 p.m., when his car hitthé0 mph speed limit.
back of an eastbound 1998 He said he could see what lookg
Kenworth semitractor trailer driverlike a wall of dirt a few miles in front
by Jay Johnson, a 40-year-old froraf him. Roemer said he decided to fo
Daytona Beach, Fla. low a bright orange truck driving i

The report says the semi haftont of him because he could see
slowed down because of blowin@ he highway patrol said the truck wa
dust before the accident happenedwned by North American Van Lineg
Hopper was taken to the Goodlanih Fort Wayne, Ind.
Regional Medical Center, where he He said he turned on his lights befo
died. Johnson was not injured anldeading into the dust cloud. The trug
the report says he drove his truck slowed down and moved over into th
Colby. passing lane, he said, and he followeg

Scott Mentzer, a meteorologist aRoemer said driving visibility was Ies
the National Weather Service officéghan 1/8 of amile and itwas hard to E—
in Goodland, said a thunderstormnything. — .
that developed in north Sherman Out of the corner of his eye, he said, RACHEL MISCALL/Goodland Daily News
County and a cold front combined thie could see a blue car coming up faSherman County emergency personnel worked the scene of a fatal car Jeffery Hopper, 26, of Gem later died at the Goodland Regional Medical
produce high winds. He said up to 6@ the right-hand lane. As the car pulledrash Tuesday about 13 miles east of Goodland on I-70. The driver, Center.
mph wind gusts were reporteaver behind the orange truck, he said,
around 3:30 p.m. in Sherman anitihit the rear driver’s side. While the report says Hopper died &oemer said Johnson asked hinsmashed and a medical volunteer heVlley, Utah, was driving easton |
surrounding counties. “That car was going way too fast,the hospital, Roemer said a man wHdVhere you the one driving behinchis head while others took apart his caf0 in a 1989 Jaguar when the ligh

The winds kicked up dust, he saidhe said. “I| don’t know why he didn’tsaid he was a first responder checkate?” When he said “yes,” he said At the scene, Johnson said he wérom cars atthe firstaccident startlg
because fields are dry from lack oflow down.” the young man’s pulse and said he wdshnson told him to stick around tavorried about the young man. He anim. Savage reportedly stoppe
rain and warm weather and many Roemer said he swerved to miss thiad. give his report to police. others had dirt stuck between theabruptly and a 1998 Ford driven b
farmers have recently plowed theiblue car, which had stopped in the “He said, ‘There’s nothingwe cando With the wind blowing around dustteeth. Troy Smith, the highway patroGerald Hatt, 48, New Baden, Ill., ra
fields. right-hand lane. He said he pulled ovésr him,” he said. emergency medical volunteers workeooper who handled the accident, saidto the back of his car.

Dennis Roemer, a farmer fronand had to swerve again to miss awhiteRoemer said the car’s motor waantically to free Hopper from theofficers worked to clean up the acci- Savage’s condition was not avai
Gove County, witnessed the accivan parked on the side of the freewagushed into Hopper and the steeringhicle, thathad a Kansas licence pladent until about 9 p.m. able today and the report says a p;
dent. The orange truck stopped and theblumn was smashed against his chestading, “Nevrmor.” They used a Thefirstaccidentapparently causesenger in Hatt's car, 17-year-ol

He said he was in Goodland tdriver got out, Roemer said. He saibe said it looked like the air bag dehydrolic cutter to cut off the doors ané second accident, in which a drivéviatthen Hatt, refused to be taken
umpire a softball game between thihere were four people atthe scene aptbyed, but may have been puncturedp of the car, smashing the windowsas taken to the hospital in Goodlanthe hospital. There were three oth
Goodland Cowgirls and ateam frorthey tried to direct traffic around theby the steering column. in the process. A highway patrol report says aboupassengers in Hatt's car who we
Hays High School. Roemer saidccident. As law officers started arriving, The front of Hopper’s car was8:30 p.m. David Savage, 19, Diamondninjured.

Regents air budget concerns during stop in Colby | Legislature, budget worry
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By DARREL PATTILLO T “When people are asked if they are K I I l th St I I
_ Colby Free Press in favor of increasing taxes, they wil ansans O re an Ova
e re”r‘ftg‘bt?]r: Ogt\t‘:”fi";‘lnsgg oa f' ‘ . ' invariably say ‘no." | WESTMORELAND (AP)—To  Betty Hamilton, 54, said shg
'~egents, the g g body ' However, if you ask those same gome residents of northeast Kansatoesn’t have time to pay attention {
higher education in the state, were |n a ] ; people if they are willing to have less atiorney General Carla Stovall'sthe governor’s race between hg
Colby Tuesday for a press conferenge &7y I [ services and less educational opporfu-pitical future is old news. Tax in-cashier’s job at Newman’s Grocer
dealing with possible cuts to educatign _, @& 1y . ? nities, they also say ‘no.’ At the very creases and the Legislature are bigad her night classes toward a degt
being propo_sed by the Kansas Legip- - . ] _,r,)} F) least, the Legislature must maintain tk €ger issues, they say. in wildlife management and conse
lature. Despite the informal tone of th w current level of funding.” As she ended her campaign for theation.
visit, the alarm felt by the board meny- ' “They musthold educationharmless penyplican nomination for gover- “I'll vote, but | haven't been ablel
be“r_?hv_va_s appahrentt.b tle.” said L w as they complete the budgeting pro- nor on Monday, Stovall said mosto keep up with things lately,” shd
IS1San afl-out battie, said Le Y cess,” Docking said. | peoplewould not be affected by hesaid. As he waited at the front of th
Ferguson, board member from Tope v Ferguson summarized the situatiof. yesjon. store for his wife, Dwight Nelson
“We are going to be fighting just t [ 4 “Citizens need to contact their state ~ «Good Juck to her with her new68, a retired mill worker, said Sto
maintain what we have. ;@. legislators immediately. Ask them 10 4\ friend,” said Terry Newman, revall’'s decision wouldn'’t affect him
Justto maintain our currentlevel o hold higher education harmless whe

e « M ferring to Stovall's relationship withat all. The couple leave Westmorg
services,” Ferguson added, "we need DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press  they return to Topeka.” broadcast network owner and petand for south Texas every winter.
an additional $80 million. . Some of the members of the Kansas Board of Regentswere atapress - 1hiS is a survival issue,” added gonajity Larry Steckline. “Ifyoucan “’'m not that familiar with them

That's notincluding the $45 million ¢, nference in Colby Tuesday to talk about budget cuts and the effects it board member Steve Clark of Wichitd. paye 4 life outside politics, | sayanyway,” Nelson said of the politi
promised to community colleges t%\c/)uld have on the state’s universities.Left to right are: Steve Clark of ‘Legislators must consider the long- 540 for it. It doesn't affect me.” cal players. “Besides, | probabl
provide property tax relief on a loca ichita, Lew Ferguson of Topeka, Kim Wilcox, Topeka, and Floris Jean term implications of these proposed Newman, 42, receives disabilityvon’t be around to vote in Novem
level. Those institutions are not goingjampton of Dodge City. Debbie Schwanke, director of public informa-  budget cuts. L benefits for a bad back and helps hizer.” At Harrington’s Liquor Store in
to get that money this year. _tion for the college, was on hand as well. Kansas higher education is built o iher occasionally at Newman'&rankfort, 21 miles to the north

Colby Community College Presi- _ _ quality instruction, quality programs - Grocery. The governor’s race is imewner Charlie Harrington wanted t
dent Mikel Ary reported that the colget requests by 10 percent. The boaedtion over the years,” said Hamptorand accessibility. portant to him, he said, because halk about the legisiative sessio

lege has already taken steps to meet @y also be required to consider difhe long-term implications of this Current budget proposals put this doesn't want anyone elected wheather than Stovall and the gove
projected deficit. increase in the mill levy. shortfall are frightening. Education i$oundation at risk. Kansans deserje ,ould cut off his benefits nor’s race
“Our Board of Trustees has ap- Floris Jean Hampton, Regent fromot an expense. Education is a grelagtter.” “That's why it means sbmething “Herdrdpping outofthe race isn’
proved a $5 per hour tuitionincreasebodge City, said clearly the state igwestment.” In addition to their stopin Colby, thg 1o me ” he said. “What they do willgoing to affect my life one way o th
said Ary retreating fromits long-term commit- Regent Bill Docking, from Arkansasregents were holding similar press co 1'directfy affect m.e I'm more worriedother,” he said. “I think people ar
“In addition, all departments havenent to higher education. City, addressed the issue of increasifigrences in Hutchinson, Dodge City, ahout the Legislature right now.” concerned about this Legislature
beeninstructed to cut next year's bud- “Kansans have always valued edistate taxes. Hays, Salina and Topeka. ' '
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Rain or snow...or both program from 4 to 6 p.m., Friday, inthe Colby High Schaay street or alley within the city in excess of 48 houfaiesday atthe Colby Elementary School auditorium.

; P T 1w yauditorium. The title of the program is “Talking With Youofficials said. The police department is authorized to gresentations will be at 9 a.m. next Monday at St. Fr
ingpoer;ﬁté?gﬁl}vv\\fe;tgfgv?deé\g?ﬁi;(?Srgqoléléitshuriﬁ il,IsltCSo% rents/Children About Alcohol and Drugs.” The eventi®ve and impound any of these types of vehicles thatwdBldde School cafeteria, and at 2:30 p.m. at the Goc
area forecast for t’he nextfew days. Here's hO\'N it stack 8' g co-sponsored by the Colby School District’s Safe do@dn violation of this regulation, said Carolyn Armstron@entral Elementary gym. Everyone is welcome to at
at this time: Tonight, clear and breézy lows near 50. sodfhd Free Schools, Thomas County Alcohol and Draiy manager. said Barbara Oplinger, administrator, and if there are
winds 15-25 mph with gusts to 35 beéoming west late se Council and the Colby Parent-Teacher-Student As- tions contact her at 785-532-7946.

- . | : iation. Organizers noted that this program is sepaB@nquet, dance is tonight

decreasing to 5-10 mph; Thursday, sunny, highs 65- 1a u RN ; s g ) g : :
northwest winds 10-15, becoming northeast early in tHyn the “Smackdown,” which will be held from 7 0 9:30 The RSVP Recognition Banquet s tonight at the AmeFil€€ th_Slcals off(_ared In May .
afternoon: Thursday night, cloudy, lows in the uppers 384-: Monday, April 22, and focuses on parent/youth Co@, | egion in Colby. The banquet s by reservation. HowColby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, is
slim chance for rain showers; Friday, cloudy, highs onlyTiinication. Both programs are; however, open to evegyer, the dance, from 7-9 p.m., is open to the public. again offering free physicals on Tuesday, May 14
the upper 40s, 30 percent chance for moisture; and Friday- middle school and high school students in Thomas C

night, cloudy, snow or rain in the evening, then scatter, Golden Plains plans enrollment Physicals are needed if a student plans to particip

d .
rain showers, or snow, or rain, late, lows in the lower 3 plby graduate to appear on air Golden Plains School will conduct kindergarten enro porting activities during the 2002-03 school year ar

Colby's high Tuesday was 86 (missed the record by 2 deAs part of her internship at the Universisty of Kansasent and screenings for next year's kindergarten studgifg/c2l center provides this service as away of giving
grees), and the overnight low this morning was 29. Precfphanda Brown, the daughter of Mike and Jeanene Brg/ﬁnl'hursday Apri 35 from 1 tg 3p.m Paregr]lts of childr { e communties it serves. Colby Middle School stu
: : .m. |

tation remains at 0.13 inches. The soil temperature atah€olby, will be anchoring part of the KSNK news broa Il need to arrive at the center by 5 p.m.; Colby |

. .~ Who will be five years old on or before Sept. 1, 2002, sho : .
4-inch depthis averaging 65 degrees. The records for Agaiit at 5 and 6 p.m.on cable channel 9, Friday, April 19.. ' the school gt (785) 386-4560 for anpappointment. Sthool students by 5:45 p.m.; and Brewster and G

17:88in 1946 and 17 in 19QThe temperatures and pre- El_ams $t#dhents ﬂt GP:(SO p.mHStrL]J(iSerr\]ts Vlv,gl b_e.r_eqL'JAi\l
cipitationare provided by the Northwest Kansas Resear i i ici . ring with them the Kansas High School Activities A
E>F<Jtension anter, CoIb{/.) arking regulations revisited School assembly topic announced ciation physical forms the day of the exam; howeve

thc\a/\i/ritgtttgr?ti\(l)vr?rtzn?écv;lee;tigﬁ;?;]gtiﬁigseotﬁs gﬁgicr)‘ftggl‘lg;lg“he Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classrodenms are not yet available at the schools, said Jeff Qu
Parent/student meeting Friday : y Il be presenting a new school assemlilgnnecting activities director and assistant principal at Colby |

o . _is reminding its citizens that no truck, motor vehiclgansas Kids, Crops and Critteas area schools Mondayschool. More details will appear in future editions reg
Parents and students are invited to ashort, informatiagehper, trailer, machinery or equipment can be parked;g Tuesday, April 22-23. It will be presented at 2 p.ing physical exam requirements.
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