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Sku N k Twice in one day BOard

reports . '. what
surface L. to cut

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Colby Police Department ha
been receiving calls about skunks cor What needs to be cut and wher
cut it from was the topic of discuss

ing into the city and wanted to mak

sure people are aware of the situati at Monday night's Colby school bo:

and what can be done, said Chigf meeting. The fear of a cutin educa
funding by the Kansas Legislature

Randy Jones.
“Aswarm and dry as it's beeninre made itnecessary for the school dis
to take a hard look at where to m

cent weeks, people are starting to let 7
their pets out for the day,” he said. cuts in its budget to cope with a
sible shortfall of nearly half-a-millic

“Along with that, owners are als
placing food and water outside dollars, said Kirk Nielsen, superint:
dent.

well.”
Although Jones said there is nothing “We need to be aware of all of ¢
options for worst-case scenarios,

wrong with leaving animals outside, h
did say the food and water can also at- said. Aloss of $303 per pupil, amot
tract other animals, like skunks. ing to a $458,000 shortfall, is the wo
The problem with some of the skun case scenario that the school distr
reports is that the animals have npt most worried about, he said. Bud
been healthy and could be carryi items being looked at in a worst-c
scenario include possible eliminat

rabies. In order to protect the famil
pets, along with children and other ofteaching positions, consolidatiof
adults that could be bitten or scratched, some positions, even possible elim
Jones said he strongly urges residet b ) X ! il ] tion of certain sporting activities.
tomake suretheiranimals are propedyf | R L = & \ I' -l On another topic, Stan Molst:
immunized. o board president, told the board the
Kami Bowers, a registered veterit had 10 letters in support of be
nary technician at Colby Anima teacher Julie Groom.
Clinic, said puppies and kittens shou Luke Rogers and Theo Kleinsor
gettheir firstimmunization shot at si both students at Colby High Sche
to eight weeks old. addressed the board, with Rogers
Four weeks after that, animal ing, “Alot of the students like her, s

l..

should get a booster shot and folir DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press does a really good job.” Kleinsol
weeks following the booster, they nedd ] o ) ] ] ) ) L ) told the board, “I feel she does an
a third booster and rabies shot. The City of Colby’s sanitation departmentis running each route twice wondering why some people had their grass clippings picked up and cellent job. We got three 1's (a 1 is
“One year after an animal has had its daily picking up grass onthe firstrun and household trash onthe sec- not the garbage. Bieker said he believed the issue needed clarifica- highest mark received in a band ¢
third booster and first rabies shot, thdy ond. The reason for making two stops daily, said Gerry Bieker, direc- tion. ABOVE: Kyle Brogan (left) and Rex Buford picked up grass clip- petition), and that really shows
need to be immunized again and rabipstor of public works, is only temporary and will be remedied once the pings earliertoday inthe Brookside/Lane area oftown. Steve Gilbert, quality of her work.”
shots are recommended every other"ew dual compartment trash truck arrives in June. Many residents driving the truckis not pictured. Later, they will be returning for house- When asked about the situation \
year after the first one,” she said. have been calling his office inquiring about the two separaterunsand hold garbage. Groom, Nielsen said, “No commer
Jones said rabies have been reported During discussion on the budget,

in other parts of the state and, whil - board went into executive sessiol
Colby s far from epidemiclevels, resiStU d Sa S ave ra e Kan SaS far m I n CO m e d Own discuss personnel. After returning
dents should have their animals imm open meeting, no action was taken
nized. discussion moved to personnel r

“If people see skunks or other nui- MANHATTAN (AP) — Kansas in 2001 was more than $10,000 ledéansas farmers earned the least, iag natural gas costs that made irrigéers. There were no employment
sance animals in their neighborhoodfgarmers made less money last year timn in 2000 for the nearly 2,000 farnt$11,996. tion more expensive and contributed mmmendations, and no resignatio

they should call the police departmemfovernment payments dipped and thegs participating in the university’s Inbetween, average netfarmincomntae closing of some fertilizer plants. Nielsen recommended that
at462-4460to handle the situation,” heost of fuel and fertilizer increasedkansas Farm Management Associaf $27,643 was reported in northwesthe remaining fertilizer supply therboard not renew the contract of gr

said. according to a Kansas State Univetion program. Kansas, $28,999 in north-central Karbecame costlier. school teacher Michelle Waugh
For information on immunizationssity-sponsored study released Tues-Farming was most profitable imsas, $33,717 in northeast Kansas andry conditions also forced somenotion was made and approved |
or rabies, call the Colby Animal Clinicday. southeast Kansas, with average n®13,446 in southwest Kansas. farmers to make the costly decision teote of 7-0 to notrenew her contrac
at 462-8621. Average netfarmincome of $27,99%arm income of $38,788. South-central Farmers were hitlast year with soatear up wheat fields. the 2002-2003 school year.
Kansas Cattlemen’s Association has new president In Ken Winter
BREWSTER — After several de-by his uncle Ray Winter and sons mutual benefit,” Winter said. “If we “l support banning packers frc
cades of experience inthe family’s be&¥eston, Brian and Mark. ‘ ‘ would guarantee all of our cattle t@ewning livestock,” Winter says no
cattle business, Ken Winter is getting Winter has started sharing his view them, they offered to pay us more thédit’s not necessarily a cure-all to t

more involved politically, according tothrough paid newspaper advertise- . what the open market was tradingaroblem, but | believe this is a gc
Dawn Schultz, Kansas Cattlemen'ments and as a spokesman for the I became'frUStrated W!th t_he current When the discussion was over, Dagreventive measure to keep us f
Aslslg)ciation secret?ry, who torl\d tggtate’s Bewehst cattll?industrygljroup. Heystem to the point that | felt like if | wanted to mladefthggommtlentthat itwould rgedn%coming Iikﬁ the poultry i’;m%the p
Colby Free Press that Winter has beescribes himself as simply “con; ; ” a lot of additional money to us and oundustries. The more cattle the pa
come the association’s new presidergerned and active.” make a difference | would have to Speak up. family in the coming years, but hewns orfeeds in commercial yards.

The KCAis headquartered at Brew- Producing beef requires more orga- Ken Winter, president didn't think that direction would ben-more control he will eventually hav:
ster and anyone desiring informationizational and political involvement ) inti efit the industry.” “Control of production leads to
about this 800-member group can cathan when he first came back to the Kansas Cattlemen’s Association Then he said, “Dad thought itwoulegninishing profitability,” he saif
Schultz toll-free at (877) 694-2906. family business with an animal science take cattle out of the open market arflVhat we are doing is putting mc

Winter can be contacted at (620Jegree from Kansas State University place them in the hands of the packepsunds of beef on each carcass i
225-4128, or e-mail kww@winter-in 1973, he said. Brewster. Today he serves the 808imilar to the way KLA started,” heto use in putting downward pressure afer to participate in some of the |
feedyard.com. “Looking back, it seems like wemember group as president. KCA priaid. “Itis very producer-oriented, anehe actual cash market. After talking tgrams,” he said. “When we put m

“| became frustrated with the curslowly but surely lost control of ourmarily appealed to him for two mairits first concern is to take care of thell of our customers, he decided thabunds onwe assume possession:
rent system to the point that | felt likrganizations and the direction thagasons: mail-in balloting is used tsdependent producer.” wasn't what he wanted to do. In eszattle longer. We shoulder more of

if [ wanted to make a difference | wouldhey were headed,” he said. “Livestodkicrease participation in the voting Combating undue corporate influsence, he went back to the packer aresponsibility than we did before, :
have to speak up,” the new presidentganizations have moved away frorfarocess, and the Internetis used to desace, market concentration and theaid, ‘You can have every one of ouwhen we send them in, we stanc
said. His Dodge City office is linedchampioning the interests of indeperribute more comprehensive, balancgzhckers’ use of captive supplies are kewttle if you are the high bidder.’ Anddiscounts for the things the pac
with bookshelves containing volumesdent producers and fallen into the lagnd timely information. concerns for Winter and the KCA. Have have been cash sellers ever sincddesn'tlike. | don'tknow that all of tt
on leadership, faith and success, aofithe corporate entities.” “They give you both sides of an issaid he remembers when he and hisOverthe years, however, many feeds necessarily bad, but if we are tal
outside the window is the 30,000-head A couple of years ago, after losingue,” he said. “They don’t pre-prograrfather Ross first heard about captivers were unwilling to decline such atmore risk, we should be compens
feedyard he owns and manages. Haith in the Kansas Livestock Associayour thinking.” marketing agreements roughly 1factive offers. The result: rising levdifferently and notjust getting paid |
alsois involved in a large stocker cattfiion which he had supported for years, As president, Winter wants to helyears ago. els ofindustry-wide concentration anéh return.” Winter also supports co
operation and works closely with pubWinter got involved with a fledgling @xpand the organization’s membership “One day we had one of the packinffequent claims of price and futuresry of origin labeling, which would r
lic livestock auctionsin Dodge City, Leorganization called the Kansas Cattl¢oster along with its political clout. “Ifirms ask for an opportunity to sitdowrmarket manipulation, just as his fathequire all beef to include source vel
Junta, Colo., and Enid, Okla., ownethen’s Association with offices inthink KCA today probably looks veryand talk to us about an arrangement pfedicted. cation at retail.

Showers reenter picture Youth WOI’kShOp scheduled Paul Steele, organizer of the event. be inspected for any servicing they might need an
. : . . health department will register each child’s bicycle wit
In the world of weather, Friday is a long way off, but theLogan and Thomas County are sponsoring a hazar ; ; )
National Weather Service sees a 30 percent chanceotmupational training workshop on Wednesday and Thﬂ%—alden Pl_alns plan_s enrollment police department. To regls.ter', Cé?” 462-4596 and giy
showers for the Colby area that evening. So there is saiang May 1 and 2, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Thomas Count@oIden Plains School will condu’ct kindergarten enrofodel and make of your child’s bicycle.
hope at the end of the week. Tonight, partly cloudy, loEstension Office. The eventis open to all youth ages 14 BNt and screenings for next year's kindergarten students
around 30, variable winds 5-10 mph. Thursday, mostly who will be operating farm equipment for people ot} Thursday, April 25, from 1 to 3 p.m. Parents of childr®®exford plans annual clean up day
cloudy and breezy, highs in the lower 60s, winds 5-10 than their parents, said Dennis Chandler, Thomas Coé@f willbe five years old on or before Sept. 1, 2002, shoulge Gty of Rexford is having its annual clean-up ¢
of the south, increasing late in the morning to 15-25. Thuestension agent. Registration is $8 and supper will be (5@l the school at (785) 386-4560 for an appointment. ,»ian on Saturday, April 27, beginning at 9 a.m., said
day night, mostly cloudy, lows in the upper 30s. Fridagded. For questions, call either the extension office in ) ) Hapke, one of the organizers. For those who would |
cloudy, highs in the middle 60s, with a 30 percent chai@akley at (785) 672-3245 or in Colby at (785) 462-4582.0unty hosts bike, safety fair drop off old appliances (no freon) can do so on Friday,
forthunderstorms and showersin the evening. Colby’s Cgh . . The Thomas County Health Department will be spons®6, when a trailer will be available at Rexford City Hal
Tuesday was 86 and the overnight low this morning wa¢ate treasurer candidate coming ing a free bike Rodeo and Safety Fair from 4-6 p.m. it purpose. For those unable to bring items to that
39. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is averagingen. Lynn Jenkins (R-Shawnee County) will be in Colleyednesday, May 1, atthe Thomas County Office Complan on Friday, Hapke asks thatthey call (785) 687-32
60 degrees. The records for April 24: 94 in 1906 and 29MThursday between 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. at the Deep Ridukeventis open to children ages 6-12 with supper ser(@és) 687-2400 for arrangements. For those who ca
1958 (The temperatures and precipitatiare provided by Cafe, 1170 S. Range, to discuss her candidacy for state Kkegna Baalman, Colby Police dispatcher, will instruct toateer time at the clean up, Hapke asks they be at th
the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colayrgr. Everyone is invited to “come and go” for coffee, saitildren on aspects of bicycle use and safety. The bikesfoiltl Community Building by 9 a.m. the day of the ev
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