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Kids Port, which is located in theworkday.

project, said Cindy Schafer, witHege students.”

Smart Start staff (I to r) Nathalie Staats, Maureen Ostmeyer and Cindy Schafer, added final touches for Saturday’s open house at Kids Port.

By PATTY DECKER plans to open for business in the neaolunteers working alongside Smart The organization serves 11 rurg
Free Press Editor future, will not compete with tradi-Start staff during the constructiortounties including Cheyenne, De}

A new alternative hour childcardional family childcare providers, shghase. During the next several monthsatur, Gove, Graham, Logan
facility will soon be opening in Colbysaid, but will offer scheduled drop-inthe physical aspects of the site weRawlins, Sheridan, Sherman, Thg-
and, in celebration of the longhight, and weekend care for childrenearly complete; however, before itnas, Trego, and Wallace.
awaited event, an open house ighose parents work unusual hours icould actually open, Smart Start staff The Regional Prevention Cente
planned Saturday from 2 to 4 p.m. stead of the typical 8 a.m. to 5 p.rmeeded to tackle licensing and staff rés the fiscal agent and lead agendy

same building as Puddle Duck Pre- “Kids Port promises to be atremen- “The overall objective of Smartprovides local evaluation for thg
school, with the entrance on Ndous asset to parents with evening 8tart,” Schafer said, “is to ensure thatroject, said Sue Evans, director g
Garfield, was a concept started iweekend employment,” Schafer saidll children enter school healthy anthe center. For information on ad
1999 whenthe Birth to Success Codand it will also serve as an early childready to learn.” mission or enrollment require-
lition applied for the Smart Starthood training facility, providing Quoting from statistics by Cosmoganents, call (785) 465-9103
grant and developed 10 goals for tHeands-on experience for Colby Colnc. of Bethesda, Md., Smart Start “Everyone s invited and encour{

Smart Start. Renovation for the new facility10,000 children during the firstyear obpening of this new asset in ouf
The new childcare facility, with started in August of 2001 with manyhe grant awards. community,” Schafer said.

Students witness
attempted theft
In parking lot

By PATTY DECKER starting to maneuver the vehicle of
Free Press Editor the lot.

A Rexford man could be charged Apparently, the student then turi
with battery and felony theft after atto the owner of the pickup sayi
tempting to steal a pickup from the higlHey, somebody is trying to steal y
school parking lot in Rexford ontruck.” Inresponse, the student left
Thursday and then assaulting a Goldgfymnasium and tried to stop the t
Plains High School student trying thy leaning into the driver’s side o
stop him from taking it . the manto getthe key from the igniti

Anthony Endreola, 34, is currently Endreola is alleged to have pus
in the Thomas County jail awaitinghe youth out of the way as he dr
further evaluation as to his mental stafeom the lot. Hopper said the yot
with charges being recommended ipan was not injured.

Allan Taylor, Thomas County attorney, Ken Patton, a deputy with the T
said Cloyde Hopper, investigator witlinas County Sheriff's office, was tt
the sheriff's department today. dispatched to the scene when sc

The incidentwas reported to authorbfficials called to report that a man|
ties at about 11:40 a.m. after studentsiolen a 1998 GMC Sierra pickup
who were taking a test in the gymnaassaulted a student.
sium, happened to notice a man gettingAfter locating the pickup, Hopp
into a pickup they knew was owned byaid, Patton tried to take Endreola
a fellow student, Hopper said. custody, but he resisted. Howe)

As the student observed the activiyithin minutes the man was apf
ties outside, he noticed the man wasnded.

- || Colby woman enters
seenmsenere- | JUIIEY Ple@ I child case
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By PATTY DECKER $100,000 bond, was arrested in |
Free Press Editor after authorities were alerted to ir

.
Kids Port plans open house Saturday | oo s
negotiation earlier this month in Thovolved with a male youth from arou

mas County District Court for her inMay 11, 1997 through Dec. 31, 20
| volvementintwo felony-level charges The complaints, atthattime, alle
ofindecent liberties with a young childhat Meyer had engaged in lewd f
under the age of 14. dling or touching of a child under 1

Tonya S. Meyer, 25, pled guilty tcage of 14 and further had accosted
attempted aggravated indecent libe@r enticed himinto committing unla
| ties with aminor and aggravated inddul sexual acts.
cent solicitation of a child on Wednes- Following Meyers decision to ple
day, April 10, according to the journaguilty to the two charges, Glenn
entry filed on the case at the Thoméachiffner, districtjudge, said the cc
¢ County Courthouse. would accept her pleas and dire

As part of the negotiation, the origicourt services to prepare
nal charge of rape was dismissed aiesentencing report prior to June
the second count of the indictment, Pending the outcome of that rep

which had been aggravated indecehteyer could face from 50 to 1
e liberties with a child was amended tononths in jail for the attempted agc
“attempted” aggravated indecent libvated indecent liberties charge
erties. from 32 to 46 months for the solici

Meyer, who is currently out on dion charge.

quirements, she said. for the Smart Start grant and alsp

across Kansas has impacted soraged to come and celebrate th

Beware: It's out there, you can see it, and It poses a deadly threat

By TOM A. DREILING isthe second deadliest weather-relatadthe United States occur most fresafe to go back outside 30 minutes gf=
Free Press Publisher killerinthe United States, averaging 78uently in open fields, includingter the last thunder or lightning. eAd d I
It's outthere and knowing whatto daleaths per year. In addition, he saitallparks and playgrounds. Those Metzer says the centerpiece of tk Van Ce SpOtter C aSS Set
aboutit could save your life. hundreds of people are injured, margpearheading this special week saywieek-long observanceisacomprehgn- The Goodland National Weathesion of severe storms and spottin
Scott Metzer, meteorologist-inwith serious and lasting impacts ofs critical for schools, since many havsive lightning safety website — http:f - service office will hold an advancedechniques.
charge of the National Weather Servideir quality of life. activities in open fields such as recedsww.lightningsafety.noaa.gov. storm spotter training session on There is no fee, but attendee
office at Goodland said today thiails ~ Metzer said knowledge saves livesn the playgrounds and competition on The site contains facts about light- pay 1 in Colby at the Communitymust have completed a basic stor
lightning, and that Sunday will usheand that the goal is to make K-12 stathletic fields. ning and detailed information on gyiiding at 7 p.m. (CDT). spotter training class. Seating wil
in the second annual observance dénts and their teachers and coached.ightning can strike over 10 milesvhere to seek shelter when thunder- |t js hosted by Thomas Countye limited, so pre-registration is re
Lightning Safety Awareness Week. aware of the dangers of lightning, anaway from a thunderstorm. The easstorms threaten. Emergency Management. quired. Call Joy Hayden at thd
He said the primary goal is teachingore importantly, how to protect themest rule to follow, meteorologists say, He encourages students andteacier The class is open to storm spotteWeather Service in Goodland 4

lightning safety skills toyoungsters alselves and others from the threat & simply this: ‘if you hear it, clear it...to visit the site, which is availablg \ho desire a more in-depth discug785) 899-6412 to pre-register.
over the country. Metzer said lightnindightning. Lighting deaths and injuriesfyou see it, flee it.” They say itis therthroughout the year.

Thumbs up!

rojan Quiz Bowl Team- good luck at state to-
day and Saturday.
vKathi Wright— the county’s new EMS director,
vEarl & Mildred Yarnell— congratulations on you
60th wedding anniversary today.
vS & T Communications- welcome to town.
vDale Deaveand All Others — for your hard work

VAl Local Volunteers— you deserve a standin
ovation.

vPride of the Prairie Orchestra— thanks for an-
other super season.

vUnderwriters— of the Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture

Eisenhower to our college, or town.

vJohn Bremenkamp-new Chamber of Commerc
president.

VTeacher&arla Denny, Gordon Rasmussen, Ky
Shivley, Randy Koons- “Award of Excellence” re-
cipients.

vKen Winter— new president of the Kansa
Cattlemen’s Association.

vKylie Reilley— outstanding honor from you
classmates at the Tech College in Goodland.

vDoyle Glasscock— new pastor at Landmar
United Pentecostal Church.

Call us at 462-3963 or e-mail td@nwkansas.c

in promoting the Beulah Cemetery improvements.

Series, thanks for bringing David and Julie Nix¢n
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Showers mentioned Rexford Pride p|ans flea market children on aspects of bicycle use and safety. The bik

There is still an outside chance for showers overnighRexford Pride is sponsoring a flea and farmers ma ginspected for any Servicing they r.n',ght. need al
tonight, says the National Weather Service in its Colbgginning on Saturday, May 4, with plans to have one .lth departmentwn_l register each child's bicycle wi
forecast this morning. Tonight, cloudy, a 20 percent chaficgt Saturday of each month throughout the summer, ce c_iepartmer_n. Blg:ycle helmets can also be pure
for showers, breezy, lows in the lower 40s, southeast wika@shi Hapke, one of the organizers. The events will be hs e time of registration. For questions or to registe
15-25 mph, gusting to 35 early. Saturday, a 30 percatthe Rexford City Park from 8a.m. to 2 p.m. and are oj&s 4296 and give the model and make of your chil
chance for showers early, then becoming partly sunny, higheveryone. For those wanting to sell merchandise, t €.
in the upper 60s to around 70, west winds 5-15 mph, Wwélbe 10’ x 10’ spots in the park for rent at a cost of $
coming north late. Saturday night, partly clear with a 2@th $5 going back to the spot renter if the area is cleag XfO.I'd plans a.nnua.l C.Iean up day
percent chance for showers early, then becoming clear, laftsr use. Participants would need to bring their own table he City of Rexford IS havmg.lts gnnual clean—u_p '
in the middle 30s. Sunday, all sun, highs around 70, amd chairs. For questions, call (785) 687-3925. paign on Saturday, April 27, beginning at9 a.m., said

Sunday night and Monday, partly cloudy, lows in the up- gs)%k()ef'f glrzjea%fptl?aen%gsa&zﬁrresbE;’é;?}%soes"(‘)’g%‘gﬁg?;

per 30s to around 40 and highs in the middle 70s. Colbygth WOI‘kShOp scheduled 26, when atrailer will be available at Rexford City Ha

high Thursday was 60 and the overnight low this mormnq_Ogan and Thomas County are sponsoring a hazardos purpose. For those unable to bring items {0 tha

was 35. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depthis averag- 2 _ .. g ; ,
ing 54 degrees. The records for April 26: 91in 1927 andﬁ%upatlonal training workshop on Wednesday and Thufsn on Friday, Hapke asks that they call (785) 687-3:

: Lo . dy, May 1 and 2, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Thomas Cou(tg5) 687-2400 for arrangements. For those who cé

Itr)1y1t‘£:]%7 .(N'I;f;(teht\(levgé)terr(i:lr.:rseassalg(ig;zﬁfﬁt_aé;ﬂtl:np;ﬁ)vrzdggn?étension Office. The eventis opento all youth ages 14 aneker time at the clean up, Hapke asks they be at t

Colby.) who will be operating farm equipment for people otherd Community Building by 9 a.m. the day of the ev
' than their parents, said Dennis Chandler, Thomas County

) extension agent. Registration is $8 and supper will be qmdrking regulations revisited

Forensics open house Monday vided. For questions, call either the extension office IMyith the warmer weather and as people begin t

The Colby High School Forensics team will sponsor fkley at (785) 672-3245 or in Colby at (785) 462-458g,.i\ aention to recreational activities, the City of G
annual open house on Monday, April 29, beginning at 7:30 . . is reminding its citizens that no truck, motor veh
p.m. inthe auditorium, said Nancy Rundel, head coach. €h@unty hosts bike, safety fair camper, trailer, machinery or equipment can be pari
open house is held each year to showcase the talents of sfive Thomas County Health Department will be sponsany street or alley within the city in excess of 48 h
dents prior to state competition, which this year will be hétdy a free bike Rodeo and Safety Fair from 4-6 p.m. efficials said. The police department is authorized
on Saturday, May 4. In addition to performing forensic-typgednesday, May 1, at the Thomas County Office Complgove and impound any of these types of vehicles that
activities, the students will also do a variety of skits. EPhe eventis open to children ages 6-12 with supper seryedn violation of this regulation, said Carolyn Armstr
" eryone is invited to attend. For questions, call 465-530Keyna Baalman, Colby Police dispatcher, will instruct tegy manager.
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