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Perfect K-12 attendance achieved

41 W
By DARREL PATTILLO leave.” “I think it’s an incredible accom- »
Co/byFree Press He gOt sick in the classroom in thﬁ”shment'” Anna says. “He's an ext

‘Iron Man’ Lou Gehrig played in sixth grade, butinstead of going to th€eptional young man who has beer| 4| e
2,130 straight nurse, whom he thought might sengy to raise. =
baseball games him home, he hid out in the bathroom “we always encouraged him to bg e
‘Ir'on Man’ Cal for ten minutes, then returned to clasgwolved in things. He definitely de o | B %
Ripken Jr. played “I thought it was natural for peopleserves recognition for this.” ) | 8 .
in 2,632 straight to get up every morning and go to phijl says “I never really though : w L
baseball games school,” Schindler said. much about it,” but since the fifth

Add 19-year old

( _ Colby High School Principal Bryangrade, he's taken steps to ensure thah
Phil Schindler of

Bullington said that Schindler is “ayouldn’t be late to school.
Colby to the ‘Iron great kid. We're really proud of him.”  “Everybody helped out, giving me
Man’list. Phil's tennis coach, Mike Sprenkelsides to school,” he said.

Phil made it to Phil Schindler  Says that Phil's school attendance ethicphil also keeps five alarm clocks in
school 2,237 days carried over to tennis. his room, to make sure he gets up.
in arow. “I know there were times when Phil «'m a sound sleeper. | wake up all

Startinginkindergarten, way backinvas sick, and he would come to praghe time and some family member i
1989, and ending this week with hitice,” Sprenkel said. “He justhas neve(irning one of them off.”
last day of high school, graduating sevanted to miss what's going on.” “Phil is a dedicated young man,
hior Schindler never missed a day of Knowledge of ‘The Streak’ has beepnna says.
school. widespread for many years. “One day Sg will ‘The Streak’ extend to col-

They tried to send him home in tha bunch of seniors kidnapped me angge? n . L
first grade, when he came down witheld me down in the band room, so I'd “Mmy girlfriend Kelli (a freshman this CRYSTAL RUCKERI/Colby Free Press
chicken pox. be late to school,” Schindler said. “Bujear at Kansas University) wants m

“I got a call from the nurse,” Phil's(then principal) Mr. Krebs saw whato miss a day right off the bat, so th
mother, Anna Buhl said. “They wantethappened and told me that itwouldn»’[hing will be over with,” Phil says.

(2]

€ Sacred Heart Elementary School heldits kindergarten and pre-kindergarten graduation ceremony Thurs-
S day evening. Amusical performance by the graduates was part of the evening's festivities. Picture, left
toright, are Zach Wallin, Logan Black, Reed Stephens and Andrea Zerr.

to send him home, but he refused wount against me.” “I'm not too sure about that.”
J By TOMA. DREILING Bill Graves. in 2004 and 5.0 percentin 2005.  creaseswould be breaks for busine
"-.IF-' Free Press Publisher ~ Associated Press reporter JohnMorrison said the cigarette tax wiland a 50 percentincrease inincom
o Jim Morrison said he was satisfieddanna said both chambers also aplimb by 46 cents a pack on July 1 toredits for the poor, working familie
N Morrison, Colby Republican repreproved a compromise budget cleanufD cents, and on Jan. 1 will increaset®e said that even with the tax pack

senting the 121st House District, ofbill before legislators went homecents more to 79 cents per pack. Addegislators probably will not eliming
fered that response this morning in aaround 4 a.m. They plan to return Matjonally, the fees corporations pay to dihe gap completely in the budget t
sessing the Legislature’s approval of&l for a brief ceremony marking théusiness in the state would double. nance state government starting Ju
$252 million tax package. end of business for the year. He said public schools, K-12, cam&hey needed $290 million to balal
Approval came shortly after 3 a.m. Morrison said approval of the taout in pretty good shape with an inthe $4.4 billion budget they had eat
today, on the 106th day of the sessioplan means the governorwon't need trease in the base of $20. “Higher edaent to the governor.
the longest in Kansas history. call a special session, something Gosation fared well, too, getting pretty Morrison said the governor wo
Morrison said the House gave it§raves said he was prepared to doif theuch what they wanted,” he said. veto the package, but thought he
approval to acompromise tax bill on aegislature failed to reach agreement. Morrison said a tax of up to 15 perprobably use this line item veto pov
63-59 vote — “the absolute minimum Morrison said the package wouldent would be imposed on property Morrison said he would be return
needed for passage.” The Senate fahcrease the sales tax to 5.3 percent mierited by nieces, nephews and noheme early nextweek and would h
lowed up with a 23-15 vote for apdJuly 1 from the current 4.9 percent. kelatives. amore detailed reportto share witf
proval, thus sending the bill to Gowvould then be reduced to 5.2 percentHanna said offsetting those tax ineonstituents.

Colby principal guest at Brewster graduation

By DARREL PATTILLO cipal Dave Evert. Marie Fulwider, Amanda LeeSenior Honor Society, and volleyt
Colby Free Press ~ Katherine Mills, valedictorian, will Johnston, Jess William Long, Johtetter; Johnston, cheerleading let
Brewster High School will hold itsgive her speech, followed by Tar&redrick Luckert, Katherine Ann MillsFFA letter, and Senior Honor Socié
commencement ceremonies Sundayfatlwider, salutatorian. and Christi Marie Somers. Long, football letter; John Lucke
4 p.m. atthe school's gymnasium. Fol- Tanya Gray will give a slide presen- Accomplishments and awards foletters in basketball and football; Mi
lowing the processional, Class Prediation, and then the Class of 2002 withe graduating seniors include: Bairdill-Academic Team/WKLL, chee
dent Tara Fulwider will give the wel-be presented by Superintendent Etetters in basketball and footballleading letter, Flag Team, and Kar
come. mundson, followed by the presentatiobewey, Kansas State High Schodligh School Activities Associatic
There will be a music presentatiorgf diplomas by school board presidemctivities Association CitizenshipCitizenship Award, and Senior Hor
and then Superintendent Sheri Edsreg Mills. Award, and FFA letter; Fulwider, All- Society; Somers, Academic Team
mundson will introduce the speaker, The Class of 2002 includes Jarrodcademic Team/WKLL, Flag Teamter, Senior Honor Society, and voll
Sacred Heart Elementary School PrifRobert Baird, Daniel Day Dewey, Tardetter, Reading Assessment Awardball letter.

Coalition troops fighting al-Qaida or Taliban

By TODD PITMAN range of combat power,” were sent by A second group of soldiers trying t@hat it is a substantial enemy force”
Associated Press Writer air and road to “close with the enemgeach them also came under fire abogalition forces, backed by a Brit
BAGRAM, Afghanistan (AP) — and destroy themin an area historicalfpur miles from the initial exchange, h@rtillery battery, had identified seve

i About 1,000 mostly British troopsused by the Taliban,” Lane said.  said. enemy positions.
- backed by U.S. airplane gunships andHe said a number of air attacks had They were able to fight their way | ane said the fighting was tak
e by % | helicopters were deployed Friday talready been launched. through and join up with the help opjace in a mountainous area at an
- . =% &_ || battle a“substantial enemy force” in U.S.military spokesman Maj. BryarlJ.S. air support. Hilferty said AC-130ude of 8,000 feet, but declined tc
PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press mountainous eastern Afghanistarilferty said the operation was takingvere used. more specific. He said the miss
. i commanders said. place north of the eastern city of Khost. The two units were then able to movgould take days.
Unbeknownst to many of the administrators at Colby Community Brig. Roger Lane said the troops He said American forces had notsett safety, Hannan said in Canberra. The U.S.-led coalition has beens
College, the statue located at the entrance, which depicts the Capi- | were sent to eastern Paktia provinground forces, but were backing the NoAustralians were hurt, butatleagfing up its search in eastern Afgh
tal Dome sculpture, was wearing boxers andatanktoponThursday | after an Australian special forces patrahission with U.S. Air Force AC-130one suspected enemy fighter wastan for al-Qaida and Taliban holdo
afternoon with wording on the shirt that said: “M & M Strikes Again.” | came under fire on Thursday. No cogunship airplanes and Chinook ankilled, he said. whothey say have dispersedinto's
Debbie Schwanke, publicinformation officer, said thisisthefirsttime | jition casualties were reported, busH-64 Apache attack helicopters.  Lane said suspected al-Qaida gfroups and blended in with local
sheisaware of the statue having clothes on. Since the clothingwas | some enemy fighters were killed, Lane InAustralia, Brig. Mike Hannan saidTaliban fighters had been behind thgents or fled across the border to ne
gone early today, she suspected that maintenance crews had already | sajd. the first group of Australian troopsattack on the patrol. boring Pakistan.
seen it and restored the statue back to its original condition. Elements of the British 45 Com<ame under heavy machine gunfire in He declined to say how many enemy Coalition troops had reported

mando group, “equipped with the fulhilly terrain Thursday afternoon.  fighters there were, but said “itis cleagnemy contact for weeks.

s Briefly

Nice rainfall for area 63 degrees. The records for May 17: 102 in 1927 (hot@}(t)”ege meeting Monday tal Health Center, will make their annual visitat9 a.m.

Colbyreceived 0.36 inches of rainfall Thursday night ajlpy temperature eygrfqr Colby) 3”0' 29in 1476e tem- The Colby Community College Board of Trustees Wmodenbeck andB.J. M?IV'n WI||.dISCUSS the new road
that brings the month’s total to date to 0.55 inches. Chaj%%rgtures and precipitatioare provided by the Northwesfeet at 5 p.m. Monday in the board room of the Thonfidhe Comfortinn at9:45 a.m.; Pat Hartford will corr
for more precipitation aren't very favorable over the nexalsas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) Hall Administration Building. Agenda items include digIk aPout Wings Upon the Prairie at 10:30 a.m. La
couple of days, according to the forecast issued at mid- cussion of a computer server, resurfacing of a parking fiPervisor Larry Jumper is on the agenda at 11:15 ¢
morning by the National Weather Service. Tonight, parrrﬁi'accalau reate Sunday and use ofthe Colby High School track facilities. The bo&Qigcuss totals for the city and county clean-up week.
cloudy, lows around 40, southeast winds 10-15 mph. Safhe Colby High School Baccalaureate will be held Sumil hear of a resignation and approve contracts. Them
urday, mostly sunny, highs in the upper 60s to around @&y at 1:30 p.m. in the Community Building. All are iring is open to the public.
southeast winds 10-20 mph. Saturday night, clear, lowsited to attend this time of worship, praise, and encourage- School board meets Monday
the middle 40s. Sunday and Monday, partly cloudy, highent, officials said. Baccalaureate is being sponsorec&;@u nty has full agenda Monday The Colby School Board will hold its regular meetir
in the lower 70s and lows in the upper 40s. Colby’s hitte Thomas County Ministerial Alliance. CommencemeniThe Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 a.frp.m., Monday, in the administration building to dis
Thursday was 69 and the overnight low this morning waesemonies will begin at 3 p.m., alos in the Communionday in the commissioners room of the courthousesurance, woods program project, and administr
42. The soil temperature at the 4-inch depth is averagiglding. Karen Beery and Kermit George of the High Plains Mdmuilding alternates. All meetings are open to the pub

aw will discuss Rural Fire District 4 at 11:30 a.m.
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