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Several surprises at Colby school board meeting

e Bullington resigns
 New coach reneges
e Parents complain

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Colby High School’s principal is
moving to Arizona.

The school board, at its Monday
night meeting, reluctantly accepted
Bryan Bullington’s resignation,
prompting board member Bill Miller
todeclare,. | refuseto accept hisres-
ignation.”

Superintendent Kirk Nielsentoldthe
boardthat therewere 19 applicantsfor
the position. “I’ [l have something for
you on this by the next meeting,”
Nielsensaid.

ActivitiesDirector Jeff Quenzer re-
ported totheboard that Don Simmons
had backed out of averbal agreement
to coach high school football.

There was general outrage ex-
pressed by the board, with Miller
strongly suggesting that somekind of
| etter bewritten expressing disappoint-
ment. “ Figuratively speaking, thisguy
really dropped the ball for us,” Miller
said. “Weneedtolet peopleknow what
kind of person thisis.”

Quenzertoldtheboardthat theinter-
view processwould begin again.

“We have offers out, and should
know something by the next board
meeting,” hesaid.

Nearly 30 parents confronted the
boardto protest the possi bl eclosing of
the grade school cafeteria, which
wouldsend childreningrades1-5toeat

with the middle-schoolers. Kris
Kappenman, addressing the board as
spokesman for the parents, told the
board that there was concern for the
safety of the smaller children. “Kids
will bebacked uponthestairs,” hetold
the board. “ That isafire safety issue.
Firecodesareinplacefor areason, and
they should be obeyed.”

Kappenman continued, “There is
also the issue of protecting our
children’s innocence. We should not
expose our first through fifth grade
children to the language, hormones,
drugs, and other issuesthat comewith
middleschoal. | donotwant my fourth
or fifth-grade daughter to be in the
samehall asseventhand eighth-grade
boys. It isamatter of personal safety,
both physical and emotional.”

He then told the board, “Bullying
existsat all gradelevelsinColby. Com-
bining lunchrooms would both exag-
gerate and acceleratethis. Columbine
High School and other schools
throughout the country have proven
that shootings were mostly the result
of bullying. | do not believe that you
can guarantee us as parents that the
younger childrenwill not comeincon-
tact with older studentsin an unsuper-
vised manner.

“We trust you as a school board to
provide our children with asafe envi-
ronment. We need to remember that
these are children, not animals, and

By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Free Press

Wings on the Prairie, aweekend
drop-in center for peoplewho suffer
frommental illness, will soonhavea
new |ocation and avan for transpor-
tation.

Pat Hartford, director of Wings,
talked about the servicestothe Tho-
mas County commissioners at their
Monday meeting. “ Thisisaweekend
drop-in center for peoplewho suffer
from mental illness, by providing
companionship, information and
recreation. It is open to visitors and
guests, and offers games, bingo,
movies, and such,” shesaid.

Shesaidthecenter will bemoving
from 1980 W. 4th to the former site
of Lady Taylor’s, 485N. Franklin, by
July 1. Hourswill be Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, 5-8 p.m. and Sun-
day 2-8 p.m. The same days and
hoursareinplaceat thecurrentloca-
tion.

Hartford said Wingsisfunded by
the state SRS and isin partnership
withtheself help network of Kansas.
The grant pays for rent, operating

Drop-in center plans
to move downtown

costs, and such.

Sheaskedthecommissionerstoal-
low Wingstousetheold publictrans-
portationvan to transport consumers
throughout thecounty. “Wehavebeen
usingour own privatecarstotransport
them,” shesaid.

County Clerk Tracy Perkins said
theoldvanhad hardly beenusedsince
thenew publictransportationvanwas
obtained four years ago, and it was
parked at the Senior ProgressCenter.
Ithad originally belongedtothestate,
but had been deeded over to the
county.

Thecommissionersvotedtoallow
Wingsto use the old van, but Com-
mission Chair Ron Evans said there
was aproblem with thetransmission
and it might need repair eventually.

“We're glad to put it to use, and
worry about itsbeing operable,” said
Commissioner Glen Kersenbrock.

Hartford saidWingswould pay for
gasandinsurance, and furnishacopy
of thevan driver’sdriverslicense as
soon asthey get adriver. Evanssaid
she could pick up the keysto thevan
at that time.

Southerners are shivering

ATLANTA (AP) — With summer
just a month away, Southernersfired
up furnaces and dug out sweatersasa
blast of Canadianair senttemperatures
plunging to wintry lows.

Recordsfell fromMississippi tothe
CarolinasonMonday, flirtingwiththe
freezing mark in some places.

Forecasterssaidthechilly airwould

stick aroundthroughatleast themiddle
of the week.

They hope no longer than that..

The culprit is a cold front that
crossedtheregionduringtheweekend.
A Canadian air mass settled in behind
it,combiningwithclear skiesandcalm
winds that |et the temperature plum-
met.
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Career counselors Joni Clark-Leiker and Diana Wieland gave a curricu-
lum presentation to the school board at Monday night's meeting. The

they shouldn’t be herded around like
they are. | do not feel that anyone here
tonight thinks, deep down, that thisis
right for our children.”

Theboardlistened but took noaction
onthelunchroomissueasitwasn’'ton
the meeting’sagenda.

In other business, the board also

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

presentation was on Career Focused Learning Environments, and how
students are being given a wide range of options to decide on.

voted to accept Darvin Strutt’sbid on
district property insurance. Strutt was
the only insurer who submitted abid.
The board voted to accept the bid of

$110,093.

Thenext regularly scheduled board
meeting will be Monday, June 3, at 7
p.m.

Mental Health Branch busy, report shows

By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Free Press

Kermit George, Diane Stithem and
Karen Beery of the High Plains Men-
tal Health Center in Hays, and Gene
Garrison of the Colby Branch made
their annual visittothe ThomasCounty
Commissionersat their Monday meet-
ing.

GeorgesaidtheColby branchhas28
employees, anditisthe hub officefor
servicesinthisarea. He said in 2001,
the center treated 276 clientsin Tho-
mas County. Of those, 27 were under
age 10; 73 ages 10-19; 23 ages 20-24;
47 ages 25-34; 49 ages 35-44; 46 ages
45-59; four ages 60-64; seven ages 65
and older; consisting of 117 malesand
159 females.

The 276 Thomas Countians were
treated for disorders ranging from
mood to eating, George said.

Hesaidthecenter wasaskingfor the
same amount of money from the
county as last year. He still did not
know what thel egislaturewasgoingto
dobudget-wiseor howitwill affectthe
center.

Georgesaidfeesfor clientsarebased
on asliding scale on family income.
Clientspay part; third parties, such as
insurance, pay part; and part is paid
through tax dollars.

Commission Chair Ron Evans said
the county plansto givethe samedol-
lar amount aslast year ($44,543)..

Stithem said tobacco fund money
has made it possible for the center to
help with younger children and with
parenting skills. The therapeutic pre-
school works with children ages 2-5,
and had 15|ast year, hesaid. Thispro-
gram helps prepare the children for
school.

In other business:

» Commissioner Glen Kersenbrock
reported Kathi Wright, the new EMS
director, and Martin Rinehart, assi stant
director, had attendedaRegion1EM S
meeting.

» The commissioners decided they
did not need to implement aburn ban
at thistime, but reminded that people
needtobecareful about burning. Con-
trolled burns are to be reported to the
fire department.

* The commissioners signed the
2002 Noxious Weed Management
Plan which wasthe sameaslast year.

* They appointed Daniel J. McKiski
asclerk of East Hale Township. Heis
replacing Duane Tubbswho movedto
Colby.

» Sheriff Tom Jonesand Undersher-
iff MikeBaughntoldthecommission-
ersthey had hired detention officersfor

thejail.

The sheriff asked about doing | ease
purchase for two vehicles on three-
year leases. He had a bid from Tubbs
and Sons. He said he didn’t request
bidsbecause Fordistheonly company
left that makesthefull police package
on vehicles. Part of the money will
comefromdrugforfeituremoney. The
commissioners approved.

* Steve Shaw of Rural Fire District
Board discussed the radio and pagers
for thefiredistrict whichhad beendis-
cussed at the previous meeting. The
commissioners made no decision. He
will get more information and report
back.

Thenext regular meetingisat 9a.m.
Friday, May 31, the last business day
of the month. All meetings are in the
commissionersroomof thecourthouse
and are opento the public.

Knight knights Glasscock as his running mate

TOPEKA (AP) — Kent Glasscock
brings money — and his record as
House Speaker — to Bob Knight's
campaignfor theRepublicanguberna-
torial nomination.

Knight, Wichita’s mayor, an-
nounced Monday that Glasscock
wouldrunaslieutenant governor onhis
ticket.

Glasscock began campaigning for
governor last year but dropped out of
the race to run with Attorney General
Carla Stovall, who then became the
choice of many moderates.

But Stovall quit the race in April,
sayingshedidn’t havethedesiretorun
statewide.

When Stovall dropped out of the
race, theK ansasGovernmental Ethics

Commissionruledthat Glasscock was
entitledto keep aportion of themoney
the campaign rai sed.

Glasscock said Monday that he ex-
pectedtotransfer “abunch” of money
to the Knight campaign, declining to
disclose an exact amount.

But Knight's choice of Glasscock
quickly drew the fire of GOP conser-
vativeTim Shallenburger’scampaign.

“Bob Knight has, in effect, made
Kent Glasscock’s voting record and
legislativeprioritieshisgubernatorial
platform,” said Bob Murray, spokes-
man for Shallenburger. “That should
concern all Republicans who oppose
higher taxes and believein fiscal dis-
cipline.”

Knight said Glasscock’sleadership

wastested by thisyear’ ssession, which
lasted arecord 106 daysand saw law-
makers approve $252 million in tax
increasesto avoid large cutsin aid to
public school sand spending onhigher
education and social services.

However, he cited Glasscock’sleg-
islative experiencein explaining why
he picked the House Speaker for lieu-
tenant governor.

Knight said the state would spend
several years dealing with the after-
math of the 2002 session.

“In Kent's perfect world, there
would have been some things differ-
ent,” Knight said. “In my perfect
world, we would never need an in-
creasein taxes.

“Inmy perfectworldtherewouldbe

no taxes. That's not the world we live
in.”

After Stovall lefttherace, aidessaid
that Glasscock wasinclinedto“re-en-
gage” in the governor’s race, but the
House Speaker then underwent an
angioplasty to clear blockageinan ar-
tery to hisheart.

Glasscock said Monday that his
health was one reason for not being a
“top-of-the-ticket” candidate.

“We were better off, and the state
was better off, if wejoined with aper-
sonwho wethink can make K ansasan
outstanding governor,” Glasscock
said.

TheWichitamayor hastriedtoavoid
labels, but hischoiceof Glasscock may
have him identified with moderates.

Hold on...it's windy!

Strong, gusty windswill continuetoblow through at | east
midnight tonight in the Colby area, the National Weather

64 degrees. Precipitation remains at 0.55 inches. The
recordsfor May 21: 97in 1934 and 29in 1915. (Thetem-

Servicewarns. Southwindsof 25-35 mphwithguststo near
45 will rearrange lawn furniture, shaketrees, zap caps off

heads, and offer achallengeto manand pets. Thewindsare
expected to decrease to around 15 mph by the time Tho-
mas Countians climb out of bed in the morning. Wednes-
day, mostly sunny, highs near 80 and west winds 10-20.
Wednesday night, clear, lows 40-45 and Thursday, partly
sunny, highsinthelow to middle 70s. Colby’shigh Mon-
day was75andtheovernight low thismorningwas49. The
soil temperature at the 4-inch depth continues to average

peraturesand preci pitation areprovided by the Northwest
Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.)

No newspaper Monday

In observance of the Memorial Day holiday, the Colby
Free Presswill not publish anewspaper on Monday, May
27 and the officewill be closed. Deadlinesfor advertising
in the Tuesday, May 28 edition will be at noon on Friday
(May 24) for word adsand Thursday (May 23) at 3p.m.for
display advertising. Banks and other state and federal of -
ficeswill be closed, aswell as many businessesin Colby.

Arenaenrollment continues
Arenaenrollment begantoday at Col by High School and
continuesWednesday and Thursday, said BryanBullington,
principal. Wednesday’ sschedulelookslikethis. incoming
sophomoreswill enroll at 7:45 until 9a.m. with classesfor
all other studentsstartingat 9:10a.m. Atthemiddleschooal,
incoming freshmenwill enroll from7:45am.to8:55a.m.
and incoming 8th grade students will enroll from 8:55 to
9:55a.m. withclassesstarting at 10:05a.m. For questions,

call 465-5300.

Moran aide to Colby Wednesday

Congressman Jerry Moran has announced that amem-

sistance.

ber of his staff will be in Colby from 11 a.m. to noon on
Wednesday. Eric Depperschmidt, constituent servicesrep-
resentative, will bein the Thomas County Courthouse tc
answer questionsand concernsof arearesi dents. Constitu-
ents with questions or concerns who are unable to attend
can contact the Hays Congressional District Officefor as-

Commodities distribution set
USDA commaoditieswill beavailableon Thursday from

9-10a.m. at the RSV Pofficein the Senior Progres Center.

Distributionincludesbeef, sweet potatoes, peas, black-eyec
peas, raisins, trail mix, cranberry juice, potato flakes, pea-
nut butter and instant milk.
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