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What are Y Millions
the odds o of dollars

of this? on hold

By DARREL PATTILLO TOPEKA (AP) — A dispute wit
Colby Free Press legislators over paying unemploym

Charlie Cook of Colby says he’s benefits is keeping the Departmef
“one ofthe unluckiest men alive.” A Human Resources from spending

tornado ripped across a cornfield g million in federal funds.

his Wednesday night north of Levar Th<ej ?hepartment Cor':tirndsdit nee
and tore up the pivot on his sprinkle spendthe money onstaitand comg
system. upgrades to improve the processif

This is the same sprinkler systeii ; unemployment benefits, particuls

that was torn up in July of 1996 inthe winter. o
when a tornado touched down norf But Democratic leaders criticiz

of Colby. The sprinkler, which wag the agency Thursday, saying
being used by Doug and Greg Hill gt ' = money should go directly to the jobl

the time, was repaired by Hoxig¢ :/ /, g?ntel;]lts. They Suggefsted duth
Implement and moved to its prese atehouse news conference tha

- e ~ department is inefficient.
Iglclfllggp,where tsbeingusedbyl Until the issue is resolved, the
Colb)./ Ag Center and Hoxie Im-{ million will lie idle and cannot be us
plement were busy this morning;f,-__,’ for anything.

? ; 5 The agency had hoped to win
wgmng to getthe sprinkler back proval of its plans Friday from the St

“They should have it up and run Finance Council, which includes |

ning by Tuesday,” Cook said publican Gov. Bill Graves and ei
How strong oféwind does.it take” legislative leaders. However, legi
to dothiskind of damage? “Ed Hei - tive opposition caused the departn

(of Hoxie Implement) estimates if; to rescind its request.

was around 100 to 150 miles p “If there isn’t support for it, we’r
hour,” Cook said. certainly not going to take it up,” si

ot o i State Budget Director Duane Goos
Substantiating Cook’s misfor
tune, Trojan Amateur Radio Clu About 62,000 Kansans were un

members, who were also watchin ployed and actively seeking new j

the storm, said the activity was od in April.
in that it didn't follow the normal Benefits are 60 percent of awork

rules for a tornado. weekly earnings, up to $333. _
However, after officials with the[ In March, the state learned it wo

National Weather Service foreca receive $78 million in federal fun
center in Goodland saw the sprinkIg&. under a package of legislation
system damage, they concluded signed to stimulate the national ec
was indeed atornado. “We were hay= omy and help the unemployed.

; : : The department wants to spenc
ing a pretty boring weather spotting. .
season, that is until Wednesday million of those funds to add up to

night,” said another member of the DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press | Workers to help process unempl

. . . N . . ment claims, with another $1 milli
club today. Charlie Cook surveys the damage to his sprinkler system from Wednesday night’s tornado that rolled across his land 10 miles north of Levant. going into computer upgrades,

Butduring their record-long sessi
legislators objected.

Planning commission’s suggestions get green light .o

. : . . . . . Lo administrative costs — and the
By PATTY DECKER tegrity of the downtown shopping an@utomobile dealerships, and contraeguipment and related sales, addiqovided by the city, is to prepareIgance Council couldn’t approve :

Free Press Editor service area, whichwould meanthat reonstruction with restrictions. The'body”to automobile finishing, repairadopt and recommend long-rang : ch spendin

The Colby City Council unani-storage-type buildings or other struzzoning in the commercial districtand (related) services; sign shops witomprehensive plans to guide the fL?—G P tg' d that -
mously approved the plannindures that would take away from thawould require buildings have the fronthe word “manufactured” includedture physical development of COlb%enr:':/:T\/l\i/ﬁoor?t L:agre?’v,lﬁ\sr:ct)ﬂb
commission’s recommendation okind of look would be allowed. An-tal facade of a commercial businessand the addition of mini-storage (selfand the area. Henslev. D-To eza and House Mir
amendments to the city’s zoning ordiether change was taking out parking The (C-2) neighborhood commerstorage) complexes to the types of Members of the planning Commisi-t Leag,er\]imré}arr;er D-Coffewvil
nances for downtown-commercialtestrictions on restaurants that migleial district is designed to provide lobusinesses permitted. sion that are appointed by the city in'Z\id sentiment amon' Iawmalzt\a/ﬁ
commercial, industrial, neighborhoodelocate to the downtown area at soneations for larger and more complex The only change made to the (R-Blude Charles Schwanke, Chairmagﬂains stron 9 )
and residential areas atits meeting thigint in the future. businesses. single family dwelling district was inKen Frahm, Lana Johnson, Ivan Le P needgtb use this monev for
week. Buildingsinthe downtown business Hotels or motels, upholstering andegard to front yards. Hal Kistler, and BrentWiedeman.Thle tended purbose ” Garner sa>i/d

“After several discussions, revidistrict would include buildings thatfurniture repair shops, general ware- The amendmentread: Where plattetbunty appointed members are APBut Will?iarg Sahders the del .
sions, and a public hearing,” saitiouse bakeries, banks, barber tiouse and storage operations (excluidts have a double frontage or are I&serstner, Tylon Mengel and Paurlnent’s director of em I(; ment spec
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager, “théveauty shops, commercial schools @fg mini-storage complexes), funeratated at the intersection of two streetBailey, vice-chairman. itv. said the extra sta?f a)r/1d comot
commission is recommending apbusiness or arts, drugstores, repand crematory services, commercisthe required front yard shall be pro- The commission meets the firsf™: d il mak : F}
proval of the amendments.” shops, florists, hardware stores, phentertainment and recreation facilitiesjded on both streets; provided, howFhursday before the third Tuesday’ Pngrﬁ) ens]:gt E?Zin? Sp:,ggfgsé?f?c?e

Following the council’s decision totography or art studios, theaters, lodgssich as miniature golf, bowling anever, in existing residential subdivicouncil meeting monthly at 9:30 a'mThaR[ ryocessin slows down in wir
approve those amendments, Arnor fraternal halls, drinking establishswimming pools, would be some of theions, platted before April 15, 1997in council chambers. ecaﬁse of a Ia?:k of staff. he said
strong said the next step would be iments, to name a few. types of businesses in this zoning. where 40 percent or more of the side Each of the membersis appointed O vically. the state roc'ess betW
defining the downtown commercial Regarding the commercial section The (I-1) lightindustrial district per-yard lines do not exceed 15 feet onathree-year term that begins and eng%%g andy’4 000 claigns aweek. I
area. During that part, she said, abif the downtown business district, thmits assembly and manufacturingouble frontage lot, pursuant to thimn December. n thesecoﬁd half of Decemberé(
properties impacted would be prorecommendation was to allow busibusinesses of more intense nature, aoning ordinance of 1973, new con- Johnson, Kistler, Mengel and Lee’ v%as rocessing about 8. 000 clair
vided a notice and a public hearingesses such as grocery stores/meatding to the amended zoning. Sonstruction will be grandfathered in anderms will expire in December of 2002; P 9 '
would be held. markets, frozen food lockers, teleehanges made included adding thelowed to adhere to a depth of notle§gahm, Wiedeman and Bailey’s terms

Specific changes approved for thmarketing centers, plumbing, heatinglord “large” to animal clinics andthan 15 feet for the side yard. expire in December 2003; and
(C-1) downtown business district wereooling and electrical supply shopsjeterinary services, adding “manufac- The planning commission’s primarySchwanke and Gerstner’s terms expi
in preserving and maintaining the inservice stations and automotive shogsiring” to assembly of agriculturalfunction, according to informationin December of 2004.

“Lack of funds keeps from beil

le to staff appropriately during

inter,” he said. “We know we're g

ing to have a problem in the winter.
= = ) = - always do.”

Driver charged in boy’s drowning at Cedar Bluff reservoir e
should be more efficient already. T
noted that overthe past4 1/2 years

WaKEENEY (AP) — The driver of ger — was driving the SUV when iticle, Teresa Owen, 27, had initiallhhad recently been jailed in Ruslice, six counts of child endangermenagency has spent nearly $19 milliol

a sport utility vehicle that plunged intavent off a boat ramp at Cedar Bluffaid she was the driver. Her 3-year-oldounty for driving with a revoked li- driving under the influence for a thirc&computer projects.

a reservoir, killing one of seven chilReservoir in darkness on June 1%pn, Seth Contreras, was found deaddanse, according to Rush County Shdime and driving on a suspended li- “It's my sense that they’ve got ¢

dren inside, was charged Thursdajrego County Sheriff Curt Bendethe water about 60 feet from where th# Jack Mendenhall. cense. Bruce had been jailed sineything they need,” Hensley told

with involuntary manslaughter andaid. Campers awakened by screar88)V submerged. Trego County prosecutor Dav8uesday in Trego County and reporters. But much of the spending

other felonies. helped rescue the occupants, who in-But authorities suspected Owen wasarding on Thursday charged Brucmained there Thursday afternoon ccomputers wasn'’t for the unempl
Robert Bruce Jr., 26, admitted thisluded seven children 21 months totBying to protect Bruce, who had prewith involuntary manslaughter while$30,000 bond, the prosecutor said. Nnent benefits program, accordin

week that he — not a female passeypears old. The other adult in the vedous drunken driving convictions andinder the influence, obstruction of juspreliminary hearing date was set.  the list Democrats presented.
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In one word HOT! . Free fans available awarded to the 2002 Rodeo Queen, is now on display Thumbs U |
“Hanginthere, winter begins Dec. 22. And summer offi-The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red CrogsitWest,” located in the Southwind Plaza. p .

cially arrived this morning and the forecast for the Colbys allotted money to purchase fans for those in need, said

region certainly underscores that fact. Today’s high is @#elly Oliver, disaster chair. The fans are free and need xford readies for Julv event vJason Duffey — Thomas County’s newest Hig

pected to top out around 93. Tonight, a 30 percent chapeeeturned, she said. For those interested, call the Red ér Swford PRIDE will be hoIdiny its Farmers/Flea Mar] W&Y Patrolman.

for thunderstorms, lows in the mid 50s and south windsgffice at (785) 462-7161 or call board members Dave E Fon Saturday Julv 6. Th gl vwid | VTim Morris — new associate pastor at the Co

to 20 mph. Saturday, hot and windy, highs in the middle 9985) 694-2633 or Duane Unger (785) 462-6177. In OB ﬁ lf(rj at%hu yo- t('a annlija ClhyW:I ggaraglesla e1\_/ Berean Church.

and south winds up to 25, gusting to 35. Saturday nigfent that no one is available at the office, Oliver sai Sfmeers /ilegMa?fgrsn;re”EgI' q (‘)‘r?fhe"]l’i'rst g;‘l’%g gfe' VBrownie Scouts — on yood and Meaward.

thunderstorms a possibility, lows in the mid 60s and bre¢é@yve a message and a Red Cross representative will can. YOl€4  yshawna Eberle —good performance at Thursd

out of the south. Sunday, partly cloudy and hot with hi onth. June’swas termed a success by organizerswithfj . .5
Y, barty v dbet you. vendors present. Anyone interested, call Peg Greenwd SIS S

in the mid 90s. Monday, clear and very hot with highs near . . VTrojan Rodeo Team — on your fine showing at
100. Colby’s high Thursday was below 90 — at 88. Tk@ueen applications sought at (785) 687-3925. tionals.

morning’s low was 64. The soil temperature at the 4-inctApplications are being sought for the Thomas County. ) o . VCody Bieker — quite a catch!

depth is now averaging 80 degrees. Precipitation rem#&osieo Queen and Princess pageant, said Trudy Wilden]alfa, m’ field day is Saturday VNorma Seibel — enjoy the weekend and enjoy

at1.26 inches. The records for June 21: 106 in 1988 and@irdinator. Members of the area’s Trojan Amateur Radio Club wi| paper.
in 1902. td(The temperatures and precipitatiare pro-  The pageant will be held Friday, July 26, and anydpe participating in the annual Field Day Emergency Pr|  (Call us at 462-3963 to submit a name or names
vided by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Geterested in an application form is asked to contpetredness exercise starting at 1 p.m., Saturday. Every{ inclusion in this weekly salute.)
ter, Colby.) Wildeman at (785) 462-2848. The saddle, which will Eeinvited to stop by and visit at Colby Muncipal Airport.
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