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Rain gauge
dying
of thirst

Not much falling from sky
to keep Mingo man busy

By TOMA. DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Willie Engelhardt has an official rai
gauge that’s dying of thirst. Rai
dances aren’t doing it. Prayers ha
gone unanswered.

Inthe last 8 months — October 200
to the end of May 2002 — only 3.34 =
inches of moisture has been recorded E‘;—
in his bulky 3 1/2-ft. high by 8-in. cir-November 1971, December 197
cular canister That compares to 12.08ecember 1982, December 1983, Dp#
inches during the same period a yeaember 1984, January 1985 and Dg
earlier. And if something doesn’t hapeember 1996. i
peninthe nextcouple of days, Junewill There were several other mont
add no more than perhaps aninch. that barely escaped goose egg plag g?.—- -

“Really dry, really is,” Engelhardt ment with only 0.01 inches. e o T
said while sitting on the sofainthe front Engelhardtis quick to point out thajt- ;_-:-:_ 'k s
room of his comfortable home irthe measuring stick he uses recordsfin® - = - .
Mingo, occasionally glancing out thehundredths of an inch. He explainefd - = =
large picture window in the directiorthat afootonthe measuring stick tranp- -+ <.#%
of the rain gauge in the front yard nedates into an inch of rain. Inside the B
the street. 1/2-ft. deep canister he places a 2 12~

“I've been tracking rainfall herein. wide tube that runs the full length. :';I:. gl
since 1949-50,” he said. “The driedtle then slips on the top which slopgs - ,..*5"

MICHELLE HAWKINS,
PEE TD/Colby Free Press

year was in 1956 when we had onlgilown to and connects with the inngr TR Willie Engelhardt (above) uses a
8.62 inches. In 1993, a total 33.0@ube. After a rainfall —and he hasnjt = =« /.= .0 © stick that measures in hundredths
inches made it the wettest year omeen getting much practice of late 4= = - - ¢ to obtain rainfall amounts in the
record.” heinserts the measuring stick to recofd=" "+ Mingo area. (Left) Engelhardt as-

Engelhardt keeps track of precipitahe result. AR L
tion on a handmade chart, and at theHe recalled how his accuracy in" 4
end of each month he pencils inthe figneasurements helped a farmer in the *-~
ure. It shows the wettest month sincarea collect on an insurance claim. He -
he’s been keeping track was in Auguskid the farmer needed to know the * *
1993 when 12.71 inches fell. Wheamount of rainfall on a certain date
asked if he had any months when akand | was able to give itto him.”  are called into the National Weathdse worn. “If mail comes for the mayorand stories from newspaper clippingsvinter drought. The interview lasi
solutely nothing fell from the sky, he Howlongwill Engelhardt keep meaService at Goodland, KLOE/Gooder the police chief, or whoever, it get©ne story carried a headline “Area maB0 minutes, but the actual on-airre|
said, “Have lots of them...look at theuring rainfall? “As long as the goodiand, KXXX/Colby and KGCR, theto me,” he said with a chuckle.” viewed my millions.” was less than a minute long.
chart.” Lord lets me,” he said. And to the que$shristian radio station located just He pointed to the Mingo Coop El- It appeared in the Colby Free PressWillie Engelhardtis 86 years old, |

A study of his chart showed 13ion, “Will there be somebody to takevest of Brewster. “I'll be adding theevator, “Used to be mine...was Engein 1989 and gave an account of Engdte doesn’tlook it. He walks sprigh
months over his 50+ years recordingver when you finally hang it up?”, heColby Free Press to my list,” he sailardt Grain Co. Sold it a few yeargardt's television interview with anis a deep thinker and loves conve

sembles his official rain gauge,
positioned in his front yard. He’s
been measuring rainfall since
1949-50. Currently, his rain guage
is in dire need of a drink.

rainfall with nothing but goose eggssaid, “I'm looking for somebody...Iwithawink. Readers canlookforit....iego." NBC-TV crew which aired on thetion, Mingo... and rain — when
They were: January 1953, Januaknowthere is somebody out there whibever rains.. He pulled a scrapbook-of-sorts oulightly News with Tom Brokaw. It comes.
1964, December 1964, Novembewants to do it.” Engelhardt isn’t just the rain guy afrom under the couch which revealedias about the condition of the winter At this writing, Willie’s rain gaug

1965, February 1967, March 1968, Engelhardt’'s Mingo rainfall reportsMingo, he wears whatever hat has @busy Willie Engelhardt— in picturesvheat crop in the midst of a severstill needs water — badly!

‘Can you read me? Councilman’s retirement believed shortest ever

By PATTY DECKER council members, approved a resolu- In addition to Britton and Barrowsoccupying as few as three mem|
Free Press Editor tion of appreciation for the outgoingerms expiring in April of 2003, thereand others as high as 14 member:
It's probably one of the shortest reecouncilman. are also two other councilmen whose Those other boards include
corded retirements for a councilmenin “We do appreciate Bill's outstandingerms expire. They are Ken Bieber an@olby Municipal Airport Board, tt
the history of the Colby City Council,service to the city and his efforts iDarrell Follis. Hixson’s term as mayoBoard of Building Appeals, Conve
but for Francis Britton, it did happenadvancing its goals,” he said. will also expire in April of 2003 attion and Tourism board, Econor
Britton, who retired earlier this Keck served with the council fromwhich time all five members can seeRevelopment Community Liais
month after moving out of the ward h&lovember of 1996 through June afe-election. Group, the Thomas County Econo
had served for nearly nine years, wa&902 and Britton will fill Keck’s term  The remaining four council mem-Development Alliance, the Housi
reinstalled last week to another wandntil it expires in April of 2003. Bar- bers Eugene Wieland, Mark BeringeAuthority, the Kansas Municipal E
when fellow councilmen Bill Keck rows is currently filling Britton's un- John Bremenkamp and Herlergy Agency, the Pioneer Memo
was forced to retire due to health reaxpired term until April of 2003 asSunderman have terms expiring ihibrary board, the Planning Comn
sons. At that time, Todd Barrows rewell, Hixson said. April of 2005. sion, the Recreation Commission,
placed Britton in Ward IV. In situations where a council mem- Along with filling any vacancies onWellhead Protection Committee,
“I believe this has got to be some solter cannot fulfill his term of office for the council by appointing someone tBoard of Zoning Appeals and the (
of record,” said Colby Mayor Warrenwvhatever reason, it is the mayor’s rdil unexpired terms, Hixson is alsoof Colby Tree Board.
Hixson, who appointed Britton to fillsponsibility to appoint a replacementesponsible for selecting people in the Citizens who have an interes
Keck’s unexpired term during the reeften times with input from the councommunity to sit on a variety of otheserving on any of the aforementio
cent council meeting. cil city-related boards. boards or would like to learn mc
Although Keck was absent at that Allappointments, however, mustbe Including the city council, he saidabout getting involved, are aske
meeting, Hixson, along with othemapproved by the council, Hixson saidhere are 13 other boards with sontall the city office at 462-4410.

New face in race for Kansas governorship

‘ TOPEKA (AP) — Ted Pettiboneyears ago. He settled on a farm outsidas. He’s got plenty to say, especialthe Reform Party’s status as the sn
r oy sees quite a bit wrong with state go\st. Marys, started a new business aatiout the state’s financial problems.est of five recognized parties in K.
DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press | ernment right now. He describes thieecame increasingly unhappy about “We have such poor leadership rigrgas. Just before the 2000 general
. . . Republican Party, which received hithe state of public affairs. now,” he said during arecent stop at thion, fewer than 1,900 voters were
J.Gﬁ Schpltz_operated atransceiver during the TrOJanAmateur Ra- family’s loyalty for decades, as “dys- But Pettibone is doing more tharstatehouse. “If we don’t change itfiliated with the Reform Party. Tt
dio Club’s Field Day Emergency Preparedness exercise Saturday | nctional.” complain or write letters to editorswe’re about ready to dig ourselves intwas only 0.1 percent of the more t
afternoon at the Colby Airport. Scholtz was operating on the VHF The 45-year-old comes with amHe’s running for governor. a hole we'll have a hard time digging..6 million registered.
band, according to club president Bruce Frahm, and washopingto | o tsider’s perspective. Raised in Kansans will see his name on theut of.” Also hurting the party that year v
make contact with other ham radio operators as far away as | \jchigan, he worked for years in otheNov. 5 general election ballot as the Pettibone’s candidacy is a long-shdhe fight over the Reform Party pre
Manitoba, Canada. states before coming to Kansas sbandidate of the Reform Party of Kanbid for the state’s highest office, giverlential nomination.

s Briefly

The 90s to prevail the month at 1.26 inches. The soil temperature at the 4-ipehteam, so interested players are encouraged to sigsaighto leave a message and a Red Cross representa
: ™ . h is now averaging 83 degrees. as soon as possible. contact you.
If the daytime temperature ever cools down, it'll be |H-ept i : .
teresting to see how thermometers react. They've b%'gpe records for June 24: 107 in 1943 and 43 in 1940. td.

stuck in the 90s for so long they may not be able to adji5p€ temperatures and precipitatiare provided by the Free fans available Home-owned carnival needs help

And the forecast for the Colby region continues to sholgTthwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) te Thomas County Chapter of the American Red CrosEhere will be another organizational meeting fo
the 90s for the rest of the week. Thunderstorms appeat.in . has allotted money to purchase fans for those in need, $amimas County Amusement Association at 8 p.m. |
each day’s forecast, but the chances are only set at Z%E-Qﬁtba” sign-up urged Molly Oliver, disaster chair. in the conference room at the Holiday Inn Express.
percent. Winds will be out of the south 10-20 mph. Colby’sThere is still room on the rosters, so any 5th or 6th gradThe fans are free and need not be returned, she said. Aderry Wark, chairman, said any organization or gr
high temperatures Saturday and Sunday were right oretisgnterested in playing Federation Football (similar to Rbpse interested, call the Red Cross office at (785) 462-7afieople wanting to get involved at this grassroots le
100-degree mark. The overnight low this morning was &8arner) this fall need to contact the following: 5th gradecall board members Dave Evert (785) 694-2633 or Duatating a home-owned carnival here are urged to a
climbing to 71 by the time many of us climbed out of bed: Chris Erickson at 462-3890 after 5 p.m.; 6th gradeJnger (785) 462-6177. \Volunteers are needed for many different aspects
There was no additional precipitation, leaving the total rian Wolf at 443-2407. Team size is limited to 22 playerdn the event that no one is available at the office, Oliy@pject, he said.
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