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Memorial Day remembrance stirs
teelings of gratitude for one reader

DEARABBY: TheFriday morning
beforeMemorial Day, | read theletter
in your column from CarmellalLa
SpadafromtheWhiteHouse Commis-
sion on the National Moment of Re-
membrance.

OnMemoria Day, | wasinvitedtoa
barbecue at the home of friends, so |
decided to create our own moment of
silence.

The gathering included myself, my
teen-agesonandthehost family, which
consisted of two more teens and sev-
eral older relatives. The host had
servedintheNavy duringtheGulf War,
so the moment of remembrance held
extrameaning for him.

At3p.m.,thegroupgathered around
the American flag in the front yard. |
read Ms. La Spada sletter aloud, asit
explained beautifully thereasonfor the
moment of silence. Then my son, who
plays the trumpet, played a beautiful
rendition of “ Taps.”

The experience gave me a deep
senseof gratitudefor thefreedomswe
enjoy, madepossibleby all of themen
and women who have served in our
armedforcesdownthroughthehistory
of thiscountry.

In that moment, | felt the connect-
ednessof usall.

Thank you, Abby andMs. LaSpada,
for helpingtomaketheday truly mean-
ingful.

Please sign my name. | am proud to
livein theland of thefree.

Kansans give
legislature

‘D’ grad
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TOPEKA (AP) — Kansansdid not
approve of how legislators handled
major issues this session, a new poll
suggests.

Overall, the people responding in
The Kansas Poll gave legislatorsaD
grade. They also gavelawmakersaD
for their handling of each of 12 issues,
including thestate’ sbudget problems.

The poll was organized by the De-
partment of Communication Studiesat
the University of Kansas, and results
were released Thursday. Sponsoring
thepoll were TheTopekaCapital-Jour-
nal, CJOnline, KSNT-TV in Topeka,
KSNW-TV in Wichita, WIBW AM
and FM radio in Topeka, and TheAs-
sociated Press.

Inananalysis, thepollsterssaid sur-
veying Kansansabout their opinionsof
the Legislature took twice as long as
anticipated because of how vocal re-
spondentswere.

“They wantedtovoicetheir frustra-
tions, and they were more than happy
to comment,” said Mary Banwart, an
assistant professor of communication
studies. The information about atti-
tudes toward the Legislature was re-
leased in advance of Tuesday’s pri-
mary.

Thehottest raceonthe primary bal-
lotisfor theRepublican gubernatorial
nomination, where the state’s budget
problemsarethe biggest issue.

Pollsters surveyed 485 Kansans
from July 27-30 and said their margin
of error was 4.5 percent.

However, only 371 of the respon-
dents were allowed to grade the L eg-
islature, because they said they fol-
lowed legislative business at | east oc-
casionally. Almost 25 percent, or 114
respondents, said they never followed
it. politics; making tough decisions;
and completing their work in atimely
fashion. Legislatorsspent arecord 107
days in session after approving $252
millionintaxincreases. Thepoll analy-
sissaid therewas ageneral sentiment
against tax increases.
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® Dear
Abby

— TERESA ST. GEORGE,
WENATCHEE, WASH.

DEAR TERESA: I'm sure
Carmella La Spada will be as
pleased as| am to know her letter
spurred you to action.

And| hopeyour letter remindsev-
eryonewhoseesit how fortunatewe
aretoliveinthisgreat country. The
freedomsweenjoy today arethere-
sult of great personal sacrifice, and
wemust never forget it.

DEARABBY: Thelettersyou have
printed about acts of kindness — as
well as those about the insensitive
treatment peoplewith disabilitieshave
received at some restaurants — re-
minded me of an experiencel had.

My father had many strokes and
could no longer speak. However, in
spite of hisdisabilities, my father was
excited about giving me away at my
wedding.

| took himto atuxedo shopinNorth
Seattle for afitting. The young man
who helped us could not have been
morethan 19or 20yearsold. Helooked

my father intheeye and addressed ev-
ery questiontohim, althoughmy father
couldanswer withonly anod or ashake
of the head.

He was courteous and respectful,
and accommodated my father’'s need
tohaveatux withaloosecollar because
of histrach tube.

I’ll always be grateful to this kind
and sensitive young man.

Hetreatedmy father likethegentle-
man hewas. Thememory of that inci-
dent brought meabit of comfort when
my father died amonth after thewed-
ding. | regret that | never properly
thanked the young man, nor did | get
hisname. | hopeheseesthis— andthat
other service providers will realize
how muchrespectful treatment means
to people with disabilities and their
family members.

— MARY R. SWEENEY,
ISSAQUAH, WASH.

DEARMARY: |,t00,hopehesees
theletter, and that othersintheser-
viceprofessionswill lear nfromthat
fineyoung man’sexample.
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| would appreciate your vote on August 6th.
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1995 Chevrolet Astro
conversion by Van Works
* 4 power bucket seats
«Sofaw/rear radio system
*Window locks, tilt, cruise, A/C

 Local Owner
* 68,000K
-l A
L— 3
- e

*Auto Windows, locks, tilt, cruise

1997 Chevrolet Ext. Cab
2WD, 350

e Loca Owner
* 66,000K
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1997 Chevrolet Blazer LS
« Local Owner
* Power Windows, lock, tilt,
cruise, A/C, power seats
» 57,000K

2001 Cadillac Deville
* Loaded up with all the
equipment and only 20,000 K

2001 Chevrolet Monte Carlo
» Power windows, locks, tilt,
cruise, A/IC
* 30,000K

FINLEY MOTORS, INC.

Highway 27 Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701
www.finleymotor sinc.com

ATTENTION INVESTORS!
Western Plains Energy, L.L.C.

~lnvestors Meeting—

Wednesday, August 7th at 7:00 p.m.
Comfort Inn/City Limits in Colby

An Investor meeting is being held that will provide informa-
tion regarding and Ethanol Plant to be built near Oakley, in
Northern Gove County, KS.
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