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A masterfully donefilmisthenew
Mel Gibson movie “Signs.” My
daughter Kristaand | went toseethis
movie Saturday evening at the
Colby Cinema& Arcade.

Fromtheopening musi cand cred-
its, all theway throughtoitsending,
thismoviewassimply great. Emo-
tions and reactions from the crowd
ranged fromlaughter tointensesus-
pense.

All throughout the movie there
weretidbitsof humor offered by the
cast, andjustwhenyouthinkit’ ssafe
to laugh, they hit you with a scary
scene. At least | thought they were
scary, Krista just sat there and
smiled.

If youlikethealieninvasiontype
movies complete with their take
over theworld scenarios, thenyou' |l
most definitely want to see this
movie. |'vesaid it before; | have
never seenamoviewhereGibsonto
play a part of a Priest, and a very

'Signs’ gets two thumbs up
from critic and daughter

Jeff Owen
e Owen’s Review

convincingrolehehas. Most every-
body has questioned hisor her faith
fromtimetotime.

| know | have! Somehow, we
seem to return to our faith when
times get hard or we find that the
crisisdemandsmorefromusthanwe
can handle ourselves.

Gibsonrespondsinthismovielike
most of uswould in real life, | be-
lieve.

I highly encourage you to go and
see“Signs.” You'll beglad to have
paid the price of admission after-
wards.

| asked Kristawhat rating she'd
give“Signs.” Kristasaidit deserved
afiveout of five. | agree, so| give
“Signs” five out of five crop circle
“signs.” I'll seeyou at the movies!

Candidate Wilson’s t

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
Lonnie Wilson, a self-employed
farmer from Col by, isrunning against
Ron Evans, incumbent District #1
county commissioner, in Tuesday’s
Republican primary.
“I'maconservative,” Wilsonsaid.“|

want to see more
efficiency, not
waste.”

He said, “I
think taxes are a
definiteconcern, |
don’t think they
should beraised.”

Lonnie Wilson

Sherman County’s dryland corn lost,

By RACHELL MISCALL
The Goodland Daily News

GOODLAND —Noamount of rain
can save the dryland corn, Sherman
County crop specialists say, and even
irrigated plantsthat arewatered every
day arestartingtodie.

And it's not just the corn that’sin
danger.

Extremedrought and scorching heat
aredamaging andkilling all of thefall
crops, as Sherman County ended July
morethan threeinches below the nor-
mal rainfall level for the month and
amost 9 inches below normal for the
year.

Mike Lammers, a meteorologist at
theNational Weather Serviceofficein
Goodland, said it was the third driest
July inhistory andif thedry spell con-
tinues, it could be one of the driest
yearson record.

“We'rereally, really gettingdry,” he
said.

David Snyder, grainmerchandiser at
Frontier Equity Exchange, saidit’ ssafe
tosay al of thedryland cornisdead or
severely damaged from drought and
hot weather. He said he hasn’t taken a

Wilsonisconcerned with the no-fund
warrantsthat apply tothecounty land-
fill. “1 think they ought to focus more
onrecycling,” hesaid, “instead of just
digging more pits.”

Hewould alsoliketo seethecounty
shop run alittle better. “With the
amount of equipment and personnel

closelook at theirrigated corn, but has
heard it's suffering, too.

Snyder saidall you havetodoislook
at adryland corn field to know some-
thing is wrong. The plants are only
about kneehigh, brownand shriveled.

“What you seeiswhat you got,” he
said.

It'spretty muchthesamestory for all
of thefall crops, Snyder said, adding
that the summer harvest was disap-
pointing, andthefall pickinglikely will
be, too.

Fall cropsincludecorn, sunflowers,
milo, pinto beans, soybeans, milletand
alfalfa, and are usually harvested
around mid-September or later.

“1t’sgoingtobeapretty dimyear all
theway around,” Snyder said.

Dana Belshe, the Sherman County
agriculture extension agent, agreed.

Hesaidthedryland cornhasnoyield
potential left, and thehot, dry weather
isstarting tokill theirrigated corn.

Belshe said some irrigated plants
aren’t getting enough water tosurvive
becausetheheat iscausingmoistureto
evaporate off the ground and plants
quicker than thefarmer can put it on.

neme: ‘more efficiency, not waste’

they have, they should be alot more
efficient.” Wilson said that the little
thingsought to bewhat matter. “When
you have a concern, it shouldn’t fall
through the cracks.”

Wilsonisalife-longresident of Tho-
mas County, and he and hiswife Lori
have six children.

Prairie dogs remain fair game for hunting in Nebraska

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Some
people might think of prairie dogs as
cuddly littlecritterswholook likethey
might make nice pets.

ButtoBeverly Atkins, there’ snoth-
ing cute about what the animals do to
her family’sranch.

Many ranchers see prairie dogs as
expensive intrudersthat destroy their
land, mowing down acres of grass
needed for cattle and creating bumps
and holesin once-flat pastures.

“If Lewis and Clark would have
lookedrather thanlistened, they would
not have been called prairie dogs.

“ They wouldhavebeencalled prai-
rierats,” Atkins said, referring to the

19th-century explorers who came
acrossthe creatures.

“Any pasture they get into, they
completely destroy.”

Nebraskarancherswererelievedin
July when state officials declined to
classify theblack-tailed prairiedog as
aspeciesinneed of conservation. Such
a designation would have meant re-
strictionsonwhentheanimalscouldbe
hunted on publicland.

Whilekillingprairiedogsonprivate
land and most state land would still
have been allowed, landowners wor-
ried that prairie dogs would multiply
on small pockets of public land and
spread into private property.

Conservationists have vowed to
continuefighting for the designation.

“It’s not done. This was just round
one,” said Tyler Sutton, president of the
Conservation Alliance of the Great
Plains. TheU.S. FishandWildlifeSer-
vice wants Nebraska and 10 other
statesto enact their own conservation
plans to keep the animals off the fed-
eral list of threatened species.

But it appears unlikely Nebraska
will do so soon.

In addition to refusing additional
protections for prairie dogs, the state
Gameand ParksCommission adopted
aresolution not to conduct futurestud-
iesor develop aprairiedog conserva-

tion plan. Commissioner Connie
L apaseotes, who introduced the reso-
lution, said there’sno conclusive evi-
dencethat theanimal sneed conserva-
tion. Lapaseotes said the cost of pur-
suingtheissueistoohigh, considering
the state’ songoing budget crisis.

Meanwhile, several conservation
groups are requesting a meeting with
Fish and Wildlife Service officialsto
discuss Nebraska's decision and
whether it may beaviolation of federal
species protection laws. The groups
also arenot ruling out alawsuit.

“It’scertainly anoption, butit’sonly
alast resort,” said Sutton, aLincoln
attorney.

“They’ relosing moremoisturethan
they canput oninarotation of circle,”
hesaid.

Several farmershavestopped water-
ing part of each field, Belshe said, so
they candevotemorewater toasmaller
area.

Dean Graber, an independent crop
consultant, said thereis no irrigation
system that can keep up with the cur-
rent evaporationandtranspirationrate.
Somefarmershave abandoned part of
their corn crop, hesaid, and have been
pumping asmuchwater asthey areal-
lowed, but it’s still not enough.

“l don’'tevenwanttogotowork,” he
said.“l don'twanttogooutinthefield
and look at it.”

Graber said it'sthe driest year he's
seen since 1976.

Belshesaidtheirrigated cornishav-
ing to draw its moisture from water
that’sheenstoredintheground. Butthe
water reserves are going fast, he said,
because previous dry years have re-
duced the amount of moisture in the
soil.

“1 usually check soil moisturedown
to four feet,” Graber said. “Thisyear
I’m lucky if | can get the stick in the
ground.”

The crop’s future was unsure from
the beginning, Belshe said, because
much of thecornwasplantedinwater-
depleted soil.

Someirrigated corn was planted in
ground with decent water reserves, he
noted, and those plantsarestruggling,
but are managing to hang on. He said
thereisalot of variety inthecondition
of theirrigated crop.

Belshe said farmers are deciding
what to do with their burned-up crop.

expert says

Some are thinking about cutting it for
feed, hesaid, but they may not evenbe
abletogiveitto cattle.

The weak, damaged plants aren’t
abletofilter out nitrates— achemical
infertilizer — they pick upinthesoil,
Belshesaid, andthechemical canharm
livestock.

He said nitrates can cause cattle to
abort their babies.

Belshesaidalfalfahay will likely be
in higher demand this year because
therewill beashortageof feed, but that
irrigated crop is not growing well, ei-
ther.

Graber said thepart of thecorn crop
that isn’t killed by drought could be
sucked dry by spider mites. Hesaidthe
mites, which suck the moisture out of
plants, lovehot, dry weather, and could
pose aserious problem thisyear.

“Thehotteritis,” hesaid, “thefaster
they go.”

Farmerswithmiteproblemshaveto
decidewhether it’ sworth spending the
money to spray chemicalsto kill the
bugs, Graber said.

He said some are spraying, hoping
at least part of their crop will produce
decent yields.

Graber said the weather is causing
the fragile blooms on the pinto bean
plantstofall off.

“They' resmall andtender,” hesaid,
“and the wind knocks them right off.
Theplantslook healthy, but whenyou
get close you notice there are hardly
any beans on them.”

Snyder said many farmerswill have
only one option this fall harvest, and
that isto collect on their insurance.

“The thing to do is go talk to your
crop insurance adjuster,” he said.
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