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Natural resources
new group’s focus

Duringthe2002 L egislativesession, | hadtheprivilegeof signing
abill that created the Kansas Natural Resource Legacy Alliance,
whichwill bringtogether adiversegroup of individual stodevelopa
vision for thefuture of our state’snatural resources.

TheAlliance will identify current and future natural resourceis-
suesconfronting Kansas, identify potential impactsassociated with
theseresourceissues, and identify interest groups affected by these
issues. TheAllianceis made up of representativesfromthelegisla-
tive and executive branches of state government, private landown-
ers, andtheKansasFarm Bureau and KansasL ivestock Association.

TheAlliancewill hold public meetingsacrossthestateto seek citi-
zeninput and to provideinformation to the public. These meetings,
along with input from natural resource professionals, will formthe
basisof theAlliance sgoalsand priorities, including identifying fu-
turefunding needs.

These outcomes will consider outdoor recreation opportunities,
tourism, economicdevelopment, natural resourceeducation, fishand
wildliferesources, and all facetsof soil and water conservation, and
ar quality.

ThefirstAlliancemeeting will beat the Statehouseherein Topeka
on Thursday. Alliance members will elect a chairperson and vice-
chair, review the specificsof thelegid ation, and each advising state
agency will provide abrief overview of the natural resource issues
that affect their department and constituents.

Future meetings will be announced in the near future and will be
held at various sites acrossthe state.

In May 2003, the Alliance will submit a preliminary report of its
activitiesand recommendationsto thenew Kansasgovernor andthe
2003 Legidature, withafinal report to follow in December 2003.

| encourage all Kansansto take part in mapping out the future of
our natural resources. Everyoneof ushasastakeintheway weman-
ageand conserveour air, water and land, and the plantsand animal's
that depend on these resources for their survival. — By Gov. Bill
Graves

*kkkk*k

For moreinformation on the Kansas Natural Resource Alliance,
contact the Sate Conservation Commission at (785) 296-3600.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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L ook whoisnow talking cloud seeding

INTERESTING. | seewherethe Denver Water
Board has mentioned the words cloud seeding. If it
doesn’t appear that the snowfall is about what it
should beby November, they aretoyingaroundwith
contracting with a company to initiate cloud seed-
ing to hopefully enhance snowfall which in turn
would enhancetheir reservoirsupinthemountains.
WaterisabigconcernintheMileHighcity, just asit
isaround here. Maybethecloudsthey seedwill link
up withweather frontsthat oftenend upinour terri-
tory and we could be the beneficiary. That'll be an
interesting story to follow.

| WAS trying to figure out what was driving the
Stock Market on Tuesday whenit hit me: Congress
ison vacation! They won't be spending anything.
They won't be disturbing anything. And the hot air
causing discomfort back in that part of the country
disappeared about the same time the Capitol Hill
gang exited. Isn’t it something what Congress can
dowhenitisn't doing anything?

DI D you catchthe controversy back inacommu-
nity inNew Jersey whereal ittleL eaguecoachasked
his team to throw a game? Sick, absolutely sick!
These are players around 11-12 years of age and
coach thought the team they wereto play, as| read
it, would haveabetter chanceat winningthebigprize
if they, instead of histeam, advanced. Needlessto
say there are some upset moms and dads. Of course
thecoach contendshedidn’t say that. But playerssay
hedid. Don’t know how it'sall goingtowash, but if
in fact this did happen, that Little League coach
should be sent up to the big house. Thisjust under-
scoresthe continuing eroding of society.

AND | also read where cheating is becoming so
commonplacein our schoolsanymorethat it won't
betoolonganditwill becomean acceptableoption.
Can't you already see the lawsuits charging viola-
tion of poor Johnny’s civil rights for being denied
cheating privileges? Thank God I’m not a school
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principal because those guys and gals are going to
haveto forgo every principal of decency just to stay
out of thecourtroom. Political correctnessisadisease
that’ staking away thevery thingsthat’ sheld our fab-
ric together.

THEN thereisadoctorinNew York wagingabattle
to have Viagra signs removed from ball parks. He
contendsitisanembarrassment for parentswhotake
theiryoungsterstoball games, pressedtoexplainwhat
Viagrais when they should be explaining what the
gameisall about.

But hedidn’t seemed concerned about all the beer
signs. My take on thiswould simply be: I’ ve never
heard of anyonebeing arrestedfor DUIV — Driving
Under the Influence of Viagra.

LADY over at Gem sent methis: “It'sso dry that
my sprinkler doesn’t put out water, it just sitsthere
and hisses.” She also had some other comments,
pretty muchinlinewith what | had to say about pre-
scription drug prices.

Thanks!

MY LEAST favoritenewspersonalities— Diane
Sawyer and Connie Chung. Toowishy-washy. Can’t
you imaginethem interviewing each other?

JUST think, future historianswill beableto study
attheJimmy Carter Library, theGerald Ford Library,
theRonald Reagan Library andtheWilliam Jefferson
Clinton Adult Bookstore.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Aug. 7 — Lauren Cox, Faye Goeken, Ryan
Stevens

Aug. 8 — Barbara Touslee, Rebecca Theimer,
Amy Wilson

Congratulations!

Call usat 462-3963 or e-mail td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour specia day mentionedasour gifttoyou.
And pleasekeep us advised of any changes (includ-
ing deaths). Your help is needed to keep thisrecord
accurate. Many thanks!

Y OU know you arein K ansasduring thesummer-
timewhen:

VThe best parking place is determined by shade
instead of distance.

VYou can make sun teainstantly.

VYou learn that a seat belt buckle makes a pretty
good branding iron.

VThetemperature drops below 95 and you feel
little chilly.

VYou discover that in July it only takes 2 fingers
to steer your car!

VYoudiscover that you canget sunburned through
your car window.

vYouactually burnyour hand openingthecar door.

VYour biggest bicyclewreck fearis, “What if | get
knocked out andend up lying onthe pavement and
cook to death?’

VYourealizethat asphat hasaliquid state.

VThebirds haveto use pot holdersto pull worms
out of theground.

VThepotatoes cook underground, so all you have
todoispull oneoutandadd butter, salt, and pepper.

VFarmers are feeding their chickens crushed ice
to keep them from laying hard-boiled eggs.

HAVE agood evening!
*kkkk
Dreilingispublisher of theFreePress. Hiscolumn
appears Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com

L et’sappreciate what we' ve got

Wetakeour livesin ThomasCounty and northwest
Kansas for granted. Our children can play and
traversethe community without fear, trafficislight,
andthesoil isgood. If weget sick or injured thereis
awayshelp. Wehaveawonderful museum, schoals,
college, library, parks, thearts, and alargeassortment
of services. If we arein danger or afraid, someone
will care, and when life gets to be too much some-
onewill pray.

Theother night at about 10:30p.m., | wasreminded
of my personal responsibility tomy fellow manand
the community | livein. It wastime for a contribu-
tion. Wecameuponanindividua whowasquitesim-
ply “frozeup” inthemiddle of hislane on the high-
way. We stopped to help direct traffic, call 911 and
offer ascrap of humor to easethesituation. Thisper-
sonwashaulingahorseat thetimeof hismisfortune.
We had been there for about ten minutes when a
pickuppullingatrailer stoppedanda“local stranger”
offered totakethehorseto hisfarm for safekeeping
until the vehicle could be fixed. Thiskind of trust,
caring, and understanding is not a nationwide phe-
nomenon, it isacultural attitude we live by here. |
personally am proudto be part of it. It waslatewhen
| got home. | wasn’t theleast bit tired.

| have also had the privilege to work with health
careworkerswho put thesametrust and careintotheir
daily work. Living and working off 1-70 presents
many emergenciesand accidentsfor the health care
community in ThomasCounty. Thesepeopleinjured
on|-70arenot from northwest Kansasor even Kan-
sasfor that matter. They are not accustomed to our

Tama Unger
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character and spirit of caring.

About amonth ago acarload of young peoplewas
involvedinatragicaccident. Wereceived thefollow-
ing letter:

Last month| wasbrought to CitizensMedical Cen-
ter after aterribleautomobileaccident near Brewster.
| want to thank you from the depths of my heart for
the selflessness, professionalism, and compassion
that you displayed during my three-day stay. In par-
ticular, the nursing staff at your facility was second
tonone. | will never be ableto fully express my feel-
ings of gratitude. Please accept the enclosed check
asa donation frommy family to CMC. | would only
ask that you use the money to continue to serve oth-
ersin the same angelic fashion that you treated my
friendsand me. Thanksagain for your assistancein
helping me to heal both physically and emotionally
after thistragicincident.

—North Carolina

A youngwoman lost her husband in another acci-
dent on|-70recently. Shewasfromalargecity inll-

linois. She said, “ God had a plan that we have our
accident wherewe did. He intended for meto bein
this hospital in Colby. | don’t think I could have
handled thisanywhereelse.” Thiswoman returned
toher homewithaneverlastingmemory of Col by anc
the“family” she met here. Our healthcare commu-
nity healed her with extraordinary compassion not
becauseitisrequired, but becausethat ishow wedo
thingshere.

| believethat to acertain extent we all know how
lucky we arefor our livesin northwest Kansas, our
neighbors, our friends, and our health. Wejust need
to stop and appreciate it alittle more often. Some-
times it takes someone who doesn’t know or has
never seen daily compassion, every other person
saying hello onthestreets, clear starry skies, and air
that is— with every breath — fresh, to be amazed.
In their amazement we see how absolutely rich our
lives are and we are reminded that it takes us all tc
make what we havework.

It takes all of usto pull together and work for &
common goal with aspirit of, dare | say it, love, to
havewhat wecall “community”. Any other way and
wewould have avery egocentric case of tunnel vi-
sion that would leave thiscommunity cold and mo-
tionless.

“1 stand so proudly inthesunand say | anhome.”
(Eden)

Tama Unger is director of fund development at
CitizensMedical Center, Inc. and Citizens Founda-
tion, Colby..
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