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Volunteers
meettohelp
Injured youth

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Therearetimesinall of our lives
whenweneed help, andfor onehigh
school girl who recently underwent
knee surgery, that's exactly what a
Colby coach, some of her fellow
teammates and other adults are do-
ing.

vy Ramsey, ajunior thisyear at
Colby High School, had surgery last
week to repair an anterior cruciate
ligament, better known asan ACL,
said Tom Beckman, Colby High
School head girls basketball coach
and one of the coordinators of the
effort to help Ramsey with medical
expenses.

Along with the adults volunteer-
ingtoorganizefundraising eventsto
defray the thousands of dollarsin
medical costsincurred fromsurgery
and subsequent rehabilitation,
Beckman said, healso seesthisasa
humanitarian experience for the
girlsontheteam.

“It'sagood ideato involve them
in helping people who need help
now,” he said, “ because someday it
might be any one of them that will
need something.”

Consequently, astheentiregroup
continues to come up with ideas to
raise money for Ramsey, the young
athletesarelearning more about the
ability to giveand receive.

The group named the drive, The
Ivy Ramsey Surgery and Rehabili-
tation Fund, with their first major
fundraisingevent on Thursday at the

Tom Beckman and Kim Wolf of Colby talked to other volunteers Monday night at the Colby United Method-
ist Church about plans for raising money to help ayoung high school girl, born and raised in Colby, with

medical expenses she incurred from recent knee surgery.

annual sidewalk sale in downtown
Colby.

Beckman, alongwithabout 20 other
people, went over final preparations
Monday night for abasketbal | activity
at thesidewalk salethat wouldinclude
making three-point and free throw
shots from various distances and de-
ciding on prizes.

Within the near future, the group
plansto meet again and consider other
activitiesthat would hel pRamsey, who
hasnoinsurancefor thistypeof injury.

Beckman and the other volunteers
see the fund drive asaway to help a

friend who needs to be concentrating
on getting her strength back.

“lvy had surgery on Thursday, July
25,inWichita,” hesaid, “andisnowin
rehabilitationwithtotal recovery time
taking aslong assix months.”

Although Ramsey isan athlete, the
injury shesustained can happentoany-
one,. Beckman said.

It could occur by falling off thecurb
and twisting the ligament in just the
right way to tear the ACL or in Ram-
sey’ssituation, it happened while she
was going for arebound during sum-
mer basketball inmid-Juneandwashit
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by two other players.

For those interested in donating
monetarily toward the fund, the or-
ganizersareasking that they contact
SheilaKrehbiel at Sunflower Bank;
Sondra Stephens at Farmers and
MerchantsBank; Harold Sulzman at
PeoplesStateBank; AllishaMooreat
The Bank; Les Brown at First Na-
tional Bank; Diane Werth at
BankWest; or Amy McCarty at the
branch bank of Farmers and Mer-
chantsinthe Dillons Grocery Store.

Any contributionswoul d beappre-
ciated, group members said.

As U.S. watches, Columbia shifts with new leader

WASHINGTON (AP)—Not much
went right for Colombia— or U.S.
policy — during the four-year presi-
dency of Andres Pastrana. The Bush
administration is hopeful better days
lie ahead under Alvaro Uribe, who is
being sworn in on Wednesday as
Pastrana’s el ected successor.

Aside from Mexico, it's hard to
imagine a Latin American country
more important to U.S. interests than
Colombia.

It isthe source of 80 percent of the
world’s cocaine, much of it U.S.-
bound. American policy since 2000
has been to help Colombia soften up
| eftist guerrillasby eradi cating narcot-
ics plants, their prime source of in-
come.

Thetheory wasthat drying up their
financing would forcethem to negoti-
ateapeacesettlement withthegovern-
ment.

That hasn’t come close to happen-

ing. Indeed, Pastrana’ sfailureevento
get apeace processgoing hasbeen his
biggest disappointment. He ceded a
Switzerland-sized area in southern
Colombiatotheleftist FARCrebelsin
hopes of creating an environment for
negotiations, but the bid failed.
Americanofficial shacked hiseffort
publicly for years while expressing
doubt privately that it would go very
far. Pastranagave up the plan in Feb-
ruary, and his fed up countrymen

turnedtoUribeintheMay presidential
elections, attracted by his promise of
a“firmhand, big heart” law and order
administration.

AsUribetakesofficeWednesday at
aceremony attended by adel egation of
VIPforeignersthatincludesU.S. Trade
Representative Robert Zoellick, there
is not even a glimmering of a peace
process. Colombian frustration with
the scant results under Pastranais
matched by Washington's.

Majority leader
loses to Kassebaum

TOPEKA (AP) — Votersdelivered
amixed messageto legislators, send-
ing some incumbents packing and
bringingafamiliar namecl oser toward
returning to Kansas politics.

Bill Kassebaum, athird-generation
politician, scored perhaps the biggest
victory Tuesday in defeating House
Magjority Leader Shari Weber in the
Republican primary.

Kassebaum, the son of former U.S.
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum Baker and
grandson of former Gov. Alf Landon,
defeated Weber with 52 percent of the
vote in final, unofficial results.
Kassebaum, of Burdick, faces Demo-
crat Susan Mulryan of Dwight for the
68thDistrictintheNov. 5general elec-
tion.

“Peoplewerealittlefrustrated how
thelegislativesessionendedthisyear,”
theyoung K assebaumsaid. “ Evenover
thelasttwoyears, peoplefeltachange
might do some good.”

Weber, of Herington, was seen as
vulnerablebecauseof her reluctanceto
support tax increases to shore up the
statebudget duringthe 20021 egidative

session. She eventually voted to raise
$252 millionin new revenue.

Weber was not the only incumbent
to be defeated.

Republican Cindy Hermes of To-
pekalost her primary in the 51st Dis-
tricttoMikeBurgess, 62to 38 percent,
whileGOPconservativesMary Pilcher
Cook of Shawneelostto Cindy Neigh-
bor of Shawnee and Karen DiVita-
Johnson of Overland Park lost to Jim
Yonally, also of Overland Park.
Yonally is alobbyist, pollster anc
former legislator.

One Democratic incumbent |ost.
Assistant HouseMinority L eader Den-
nisM cKinney of Greensburg defeated
freshman Alan Goering of Medicine
Lodge, 57 percent to 43 percent.

Thetwowereplacedinthesamedis-
trict when legislators redrew House
districtsto reflect shiftsin population
during the 1990s.

Speaker Pro Tem Clay Aurand stooc
to be the only member of the House
Republican leadership to survive.
Aurand, of Courtland, was defeating
Ernest McClain by a2-to-1 margin.

Break-in at polling
place doesn’t stop work

SALINA, Kan. (AP) — Frances
Langshaw hasseenal ot of thingsinher
30 years as an election worker, but
Tuesday wasafirst for her.

When Langshaw and her crew ar-
rived at the VFW Post in Salinaabout
6:30 a.m. to prepare for voters, they
werekept out by aworker whohaddis-
covered an overnight break-in.

Police took over the building as a
crime scene, sending Langshaw and
her crew into the parking lot until the
investigation was completed about
four hourslater.

Langshaw didn’t let the inconve-
niencestop her or potential voters. She
pulled her stationwagonintothe park-
ing lot put thepoll booksand registra-
tion information on the hood and
opened the tail gate so the cargo area
could be used as avoting booth.

Ballots were left in their plastic
wrapping and placed inthefront seat,

MediaJpace

sothey wouldn’t blow away. Theback
seat wasdesignated asasecond voting
booth. And it wasall arranged well in
advance of the 7 a.m. opening time.

“If 1 hadn’t had a station wagon, it
would havebeenalittlemoredifficult
tofigureout,” Langshaw said.

Langshaw placed“Votehere” signs
near the driveway, then put another in
the car window. Asvotersarrived, she
waved them over.

Required reading
for anyone who
knows a kid.

IF there's a chikl vou care about, anvwhere in vour lile,
then vou should care about our public schools.
For u free booklet that contains wavs vou can help
improve cducation in America, call 1-800-96-PROMISE,
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