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Americans depend
on our rural folks

Therehasalwaysbeen something special about themenandwomenwho
till the soil. Call it tenacity, perseverance, guts or plain hard work. What-
ever it is, the American farmer has managed to feed usin good times and
bad, while protecting the land.

Few businesses are as open to public scrutiny as a Kansas farm. While
farming practicesoccur inthe open whereanyone can see, theonly picture
many have of agricultureiswhat they read in newspapers or see on televi-
sion. Even fewer people have set foot on amodern farm.

Thefondest wish of most farmersisto passtheir land ontotheir children.
Theywork yearstoleaveal egacy of good stewardship. Most farmerslearned
about conservation and respect for theland from their parents.

Talk tofarmersand ranchersandthey will tell youthat if they thought for
one minute they wereruining their land, they’ d give up farming and walk
away. They also will tell you that when you farm the same land year after
year, it becomes part of you— who you are. Youwant to treat it right, just
likeyou want totreat yourself right.

Asthe demand for food increases, farmers produce more, not only for
peopl einthiscountry, but around theworl d. World popul ation could double
inthe next 50 years.

Toaddtothefarmer’schallenge, the21st century will beaperiod of con-
tinued environmental awareness. People are concerned about food saf ety
and the protection of natural resources, asthey should be.

Supermarketscannot beadequately supplied with thehigh-quality, low-
cost foods consumers expect without a production-oriented agriculture.
Today’ sconsumer must al so understand that the methods used to grow our
food are safe, but nothing isever risk free.

Today farmers are doing their part to protect and improve the environ-
ment. Weuseagricultural practicessuchasearly planting, pest control, good
soil fertility, conservation tillage and many other innovationsthat help us
grow morefood while protecting our land and the environment wherewe
live.

Farmers across Kansas adjust accepted farming practicesto meet indi-
vidual croppingneeds. Thesecanvary fromfarmtofarm—evenfromfield
tofield.

Like compost in a garden, conservation tillage, which ensures ground
cover by leaving stalk residues on the surface, provides stored fertility for
future cropswhile protecting the soil against erosion and loss of nutrients.
Thiscultivation practicesustainsandimprovesthesoil’ sproductive capac-
ity.

Fromplantingthroughharvest, farmersdotheir best to providenutritious,
safefood. They also battle weather, weeds, insectsand disease. Their own
efficiency istheir best defense against unstable world markets, political
barriersandfringegroupswho attack their farming methods, yet oftenknow
little about this profession.

Asinany other business, farmersmust managetheir operationsonatimely
basisand use all the technology availableto improve quality and produc-
tivity. Farmers work closely with crop consultants when applying herbi-
cides, insecticides and fertilizers. They’ve cut their uses significantly in
recent years.

Kansasfarmerssow morethan seedsintheground, they establishtheroots
that anchor our communities. They al so supply many other itemsfromtheir
farmsthat are used in our nation’sindustry.

Whilemany urbanfolkstendtobelievethat farmersonly careabout their
land and their profession, they also care about communities like Ashland,
Colby, Hesstonand Troy — thetownswherethey liveand call home. Farmers
not only work to grow cropsand carefor livestock, but to maketheir com-
munities abetter placetolive.

Kansasfarmersand ranchers continueto build onalong and proud heri-
tageof self-help and self-responsibility by investingin our farms, ranches,
businesses, communities and those they employ. They believe their com-
munitiesand their way of life can continueto beapart of alivablefrontier
— acommunity and state of mind wherethereisawaysroomto grow and
prosper. —by John Schlageck, managing editor, “ KansasLiving.”
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AT& T couldn’

WHAT apleasant surprise. Anearly eveningtele-
phonecall fromAT& T ended not likel had expected
it would end. In fact, | am glad they called. Being
hooked up with SBC | learned | did have abargain
plan. Reason for the call was to ascertain my long
distance provider, what | was paying andif | might
beinterestedin perhapsanevenbetter bargain. Well,
I laid out my SBC phone bill and gavethe caller all
the information she sought. When all was said and
done — it took 10 minutes or so, she told me they
could not better what | was always receiving from
SBC. Shethanked mefor cooperating. | didcomment
that | had thought at the outset shewould eventually
convincemetoswitchovertoAT& T.“No,” shesaid,
“we cannot improve on what you are already get-
ting.” There's still honesty out there, even in those
telemarketing calls. SBCisdoingeverythyingittold
meit would do...and the phone call fromacompeti-
tor underscored that fact. Indeed, it was a good
evening.

THE KING , although dead, lives on. Elvis
Predsley, come Friday, Aug. 16, will have been dead
for 25years, but therevol utionhespearheadedinthe
music industry is still as fresh in the minds of his
millionsof fansasit wastheday heunveiled therock
androll fever that continuestoday. | still have some
of his old albums, featuring “Hound Dog” and
“Don’'tbeCruel” — my twofavorites—andbunches
of other songsthat swept acrosstheland likeatidal
wave. Thisweek isElvisWeek all over the country
andwill concludethiscoming weekendwithagiant
candlevigil at Gracelandin Memphiswhereuntold
numbersof adoring fanstour hishomeevery day of
every year since hisdeath. | saw Graceland when |
wasin Memphison abusinesstripin 1989. Quitea
place. It also conjured up thoughts of my mother’s
admonishment when Elvis arrived on the scene,
“That's evil music.” She took exception with the
bump and hump movements that accompanied his
music. Nexttowhat weseeand hear today, Elviswas
tame.

Y EP, only in our country do we have answering
machinesto screen callsand then have call waiting
sowewon’tmissacall fromsomeonewedidn’twant
totalk tointhefirst place...We also buy hot dogsin
packages of 10 and bunsin packages of 8.

HAPPY Birthday to...

t mat

. | Tom Dreiling

o It’s
/ Monday!

Aug. 12— Phil Knox of Brewster, Brent Luedke,
Grace Corbett

Aug. 13— Jason Schwindt, Don Heinrich

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Aug. 13— George & Judy Callins.

Congratulations!

Call usat 462-3963 or e-mail td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour specia datementionedasour gifttoyou.
And please keep us advised of any and all changes.
Thanks!

| LISTEN to Rush Limbaugh whenever | am out
on the road. He makes time fleet by and can turn a
boring drive into an enlightening experience. | usu-
aly pick him up on 850 AM (KOA out of Denver).
Some months back, he gave an opinion on a subject
near and dear to many of us.Someal ert readersfound
that topic on the Internet and forwarded it to me. In
caseyoudidn’t catchit, hereitis:

What'saMilitary Family Worth?

by Rush Limbaugh, March 11, 2002

| think the vast differences in compensation be-
tweenthevictimsof the September 11th casualty, and
those who die serving the country in uniform, are
profound.

Nooneisreally talkingabout it either becauseyou
just don't criticize anything having to do with Sep-
tember 11th.

WEell, I just can't let thenumberspasshy becauseit
sayssomethingreally disturbing about theentitlement
mentality of thiscountry.

If youlost afamily member inthe September 11th
attack, you' regoingto get an averageof $1,185,000.
The range is a minimum guarantee of $250,000, all
theway upto $4.7 million.

If youareasurvivingfamily member of anAmeri-
can soldier killedin action, thefirst check you getis
a$6,000direct death benefit, half of whichistaxable.

Next, you get $1,750 for buria costs.

ch my current provider

If you are the surviving spouse, you get $833 &
month until you remarry. And there's a payment of
$211 per month for each child under 18. When the
child hits 18, those payments come to a screeching
halt.

K eepinmindthat someof the peoplethat are get-
ting an average of $1.185 million up to $4.7 million
are complaining that it's not enough.

Weal solearned over theweekend that someof the
victims from the Oklahoma City bombing have
started an organization asking for the samedeal that
the September 11th familiesare getting.

In addition to that, some of the families of those
bombedinheembassiesarenow asking for compen-
sation aswell.

You seewherethisisgoing, don’t you?

Folks, thisispart and parcel of over fifty years of
entitlement politicsin thiscountry.

It'sjust really sad.

“Patriotismisnot ashort and frenzied outburst of
emotion but the tranquil and steady dedication of &
lifetime.”-Adlal E. Stevenson, Jr.

Every timewhenapay raisecomesupfor themili-
tary they usually receive next to nothing of araise.

Now thegreenmachineisincombatintheMiddle
East while their families have to survive on fooc
stampsand liveinlow rent housing.

However our ownU.S. Congressjust voted them-
selvesaraise, and many of you don’'t know that they
only have to be in Congress one-time to receive &
pensionthatismorethan $15,000 per monthand most
arenow equal to bemillionairesplus.

They alsodonot receive Social Security onretire-
ment becausethey didn’thavetopay intothesystem.

If someof themilitary peoplestay infor 20 years
and get out asan E-7 you may receive apension of
$1,000 per month, and the very people who placed
you in harmsway receive apension of $15,000 per
month.

| would like to see our elected officialspick up
weapon nd join ranks before they start cutting out
benefits and lowering pay for our sons and daugh-
terswho are now fighting.

“When do wefinally do something about this??’

AMEN, Rush!
YEP, It'sMonday!

*kkk*k

Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press.

My namewasin lights

| never expected to see my nameupin lights, but
Saturday afternoonasl wasonmy way tothelibrary
from Pioneer Day at theVFW, | happened to glance
up at the bank to see what the temperature was, and
therewasMY NAME. Omygosh! | wasso shocked!
It wasan announcement of my retirement reception
Sunday afternoon.

It wasalovely reception, held at the Fairview Es-
tates Retirement Home, and | thank the Colby Free
Pressand all involvedinit. I’ ve got the biggest flo-
ral arrangement |’ ve ever seen outside of afuneral
home. It must be closeto threefeet tall, and | got a
Paradise Plant (?) from the south bank, as well as
balloonsand cardsfrom lots of people.

We had a nice crowd and they came in slowly
enough to give me achanceto visit with almost ev-
ery one of them. Thanksto everyoneinvolved.

Oh, and my granddaughter from Derby, who is
majoring in dramaat Wichita State University, said
shewasenviousthat | wasthefirst oneinthefamily
toget my nameupinlights.

Nowthat | amretired, | havetimetodomoreread-
ing. | havealwaysliked to read, and | want to share
with you about awonderful new author | have dis-
covered. If you like Tony Hillerman, you will love
James D. Doss, who writes about Hillerman coun-
try, and is even funnier. (I would say he writesa
‘Hillermancozy’ if thereissuchathing. Thereiseven
acat.)

His books feature Charlie Moon, an amiable,
outsized Utetribal policeman, and hisirasciblesha-
man aunt Dai sy Perika. Thebooksstart out with Na-
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tiveAmericanmysticism. Aunt Daisy doesher thing,
which Charlie, being amodern Indian, tolerates, but
does not believe, and there is a perfectly natural (if
somewhat reaching) explanationfor everything. But
it keepsyou onyour toes(me, anyway) trying tofig-
ureit out. Butitisadifferent culture, and | can’t un-
derstand until itisexplained to me.

Thelatest onel read, and funniest sofar, isGrand-
mother Spider. Pioneer Memorial Library doesn’t
haveany booksby thisauthor, so | havehad to order
themoninterlibrary loan. But I’ [l bet JoAnnewill get
some, if she reads the book | just returned to the li-
brary.

Dossisoriginally from Kentucky, and wason the
staff of the University of California’s Los Alamos
National Laboratory in New Mexico. He published
hisfirst novel, The Shaman Sings, in 1994 and seems
to be putting one out every year since.

Aimee and David Thurlow also write on asouth-
western theme. Following the formula set by J.A.
Jance, their booksfeature asingle mother, police of -
ficer, whothrough brilliant detectivework, savesthe
day. Going astep farther, their officer, EllaClah, isa

Native American police chief. Changing Woman i<
availableoninterlibrary loan, and will givealist of
other booksif youwant toread moreby the Thurl ows.

David Cole writes about a part-Hopi woman in-
vestigator, but | haven't read hisbooksyet. Stalking
Moon by Cole should be available on interlibrary
loan. Thelibrary just lovesto get books on interli-
brary loan, or at least have so far, unless changing
economic conditions cause achangein policy.

A rosy breasted finchwasperched onthetop of the
mapletreeinfront of our housethe other night. Be-
forewebuilt our ramp in front, we had adead limk
which wasthe highest point of that tree. A bird usec
to sit there and sing every night just before sunset.
We had the dead limb removed because | thought it
wasathreat to the deck, and thebird didn’t return. It
was asimilar (the same?) bird on the tree the other
night, and hewassitting onanewly dead limb at the
top of thetree. Fortunately for me, thelimbisonthe
sideof thetree away fromthedeck. | guessmy mis-
fortuneisthebird’sgood fortune.

If you watch at ‘bird bedtime,” you will see that
usually onebird staysawakeonawire, post or other
unprotected spot, whiletherest of thebirdsgoto bed.
Thenthey call goodnight to each other like bedtime
at the Waltons. You can hear them drowsily saying
‘goodnight’ whilethe sentinel keepsguard.

Maxine Nelson served the Free Press for many
yearsasFamilyand Religion Pageeditor. Sheisnow
retired, but providesperiodic columnssowecanall
keep track of what she'sup to.

About those letters. . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should include atele-
phone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address and tel ephone number
to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anotewith your letter. Mostimportantly, al letters
must include asignature. Unsigned | etters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservethe
right to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or libel ous. You can expect your |etter to appear in print
within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important.
Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.




