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Rain, hail keep
eyes skyward

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Eventhough Sunday’ searly evening
thunderstorm was considered severe
by weather officials, the rainfall was
still awelcomed sight inthe area.

Theofficial total for Colby Sunday
night as reported by the Northwest
Research-Extension Center was .47
inches with one-inch diameter hail.
However, unofficial reports varied
from.80inchesonthenorthsideof the
city to .70 inches on the east and .60
inchesat Colby’scity hall.

Colby’s official rainfall total for
August to date stands at 1.68 inches.

“We also had many hail eventsre-
ported,” said Steve Rubin, meteorolo-
gistwiththeNational Weather Service
Officein Goodland.

“What started asamostly sunny, hot
day,” hesaid, “ changed quickly when
thecoldmoist air totheeast and dry hot
air to the west collided, causing the
explosive development we saw |ast
night.”

Surprisingly, the severe thunder-
storm, which brought hail ranging in
sizefrom three-quartersof aninch on
up to nearly three inches in diameter,
resulted in little if any reported dam-
ageinthe county.

“We received no reports of major
damage,” said Tom Jones, Thomas
County Sheriff today, whowasout on
patrol during the storm, “but those
were some mean looking clouds out
there.”

MikeAlbers, theemergency coordi-
nator for the Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Servicesinafour-county areato
include Rawlins, Thomas, Logan and
Gove Counties also agreed that the
storm didn’t produce major damage.

“Wehadwindsgustsalongthefront
of the storm reported in the Levant-
Brewster arearanging from 50 to 70
mph,” he said, “and some of that
downdraft from the storm shot wind
out ahead of it just south of Colby,

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley areas

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 95

Low thismorning, 62

Year ago today, 92 and 58

Temperature at 11:30 a.m. to-
day, 74

Colby’sweekendrainfall, 0.47

Oakley’sweekendrainfall,0.48

Soil temp, 83

Records for Aug. 12, 107 in
1943 and 48in 1964

Theforecast

Today, ook for cool er tempera-
tureswiththehighonly inthemid-
70s. Tonight, cloudy, a40 percent
chance for showers, lows in the
50s, north winds 10-20 mph.
Tuesday, partly cloudy, highsin
the middle to upper 70s, north
winds10-15 mph. Tuesday night,
partly cloudy, lowsin the lower
50s. Wednesday, sunny, highsin
the mid-80s. (Temperatures and
precipitation are fromthe North-
west Research-Extension Center,
unless otherwise noted. Forecast
isfromthe National Weather Ser-
vice.)

Colby Water Usage

* Aug. 9, 10, 11 = averaged
1.577 million gallons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5 million gal-
lons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

north of Rawlins County and into Lo-
gan County aswell.”

Albers, alongwith other membersof
thelocal TrojanAmateur Radio Club’s
SkyWarngroup, wereal sodeployedto
areasto confirmor not confirmtorna-
doesto the National Weather Service
office.

While Colby’s rainfall totals were
varied, other preliminary stormreports
fromaroundtheareaindicated similar
or higher precipitation totals.

For example, in Leoti, hail sizes
ranged from three-quarters of aninch
in diameter at 6 p.m. to threeinch and
more in diameter by 7 p.m. Rainfall
totals for Leoti were gauged at 1.30
inches. Oakley saw .48 inchesof rain
and in parts of Logan County hail
ranged in sizeone and ahalf inchesto
threeinchesindiameter onemilesouth
of Page City. In Mingo, Willie Engel-
hardt saidhehad .18inches, whichwas
among the smaller totalsinthe area.

The storm report list also showed
Grainfield with .47 inches of rainfall
and Trenton Dam with .65 inches.

Other areas pummeled with hail in-
cluded the area 15 miles northeast of
McDonaldinRawlinsCounty with.75
inch hail; threemiles south of Winona
withthreeand ahalfinchdiameter hail ;
an area 10 miles north and northwest
of Atwood with one and three-quarter
inch diameter hail and four mileswest
of Quinter in Gove County.

Themost severereports camefrom
Red Willow, Neb., which is north of
Oberlin and considered in the
McCook, Neb. area. Weather officials
said astorm spotter calledinatornado
some eight miles south and southeast
of Bartley.

In addition, a tornado was spotted
threemilessouth of Winonaby alocal
resident with a second report from a
storm spotter in that same area at
around 7:20 p.m. Within 15 minutes,
another reportindicated that therewas
arotationoverheadintheWinonaarea.

Despite strength, Sebel

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — Democrat
Kathleen Sebeliuslooksalmostinvin-
cibleinthegovernor’sraceright now.

Shehaswontwotermsasinsurance
commissioner in a Republican state
and entered the general el ection cam-
paign for governor with about $1.27
million, unsullied by aprimary race.

A recent pre-primary poll suggested
that significantly more likely voters
preferred Sebeliusto any of the three
Republican contenders. GOP voters
nominated State Treasurer Tim
Shallenburger, the most conservative
contender and the one who did worst
against Sebelius in the polling
matchups.

But the Republican primary isover,
and Sebeliusislikely to have atough
race, despite advantages she now en-
joys.

“It's never easy for aDemocrat in
Kansas,” state Democratic Party

‘Lining’ things up
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Schools throughout the area are making final preparations in antici-
pation of students returning to classes within the next couple of weeks.
Inthe Oakley School District, Larry Morel (above), who is head custo-
dian, repainted lines on the high school gymnasium floor. In addition,

Morel said that plans are in place to put another finishing coat on the
floor. Students in Oakley will be in school for half a day on Thursday,
Aug. 22, with their first full day on Friday, Aug. 23, beginning at 8:20

a.m. until 3:30 p.m.

CRYSTAL RUCKER/Colby Free Press

Amusement group looks at future plans

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press
The Thomas County Amusement
Association met recently at the Tho-
mas County Office Complex to con-
tinue work on their plansfor ahome-
owned carnival and promotional ef-
forts.
Theassociationreceived somefunds

Chairman Tom Sawyer said. “These
pollswill get tighter.”

Joining Sebeliusand Shallenburger
ontheNov. 5general electionballot are
Libertarian Dennis Hawver, an
Ozawkie attorney, and Ted Pettibone,
aSt. Marys businessman.

The Kansas Constitution prohibits
Republican Gov. Bill Graves from
seeking athird consecutiveterm.

Almost sinceGraveswon hissecond
andfinal termin 1998, Democratshave
viewed Sebeliusastheir strongest can-
didatefor thisyear'srace.

She was the only member of her
party tofilefor theoffice, allowingher
to build an organization and raise
money quietly.

Her campaign began broadcasting
positive television ads late in the pri-
mary election season.

Meanwhile, Shallenburger wasim-
mersedinacontentiousracewith Sen-
ate President Dave Kerr, of
Hutchinson, and Wichita Mayor Bob

during the Thomas County Fair. With
themoney donated fromthe Colby Ag
“dunking booth” and donations at the
information booth, theassociationen-
riched itself by $1,245.

Plans are being made to participate
intheFall Festival whichisbeing spon-
sored by the Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce on Sept. 7.

They will have three rides from Mile
High Jumpersand possibly someother
fun activitiesintheir areaof the festi-
val. Volunteersare needed to help run
theridesand booth.

Anyone interested can call Kerry
Wark, president, or any other member
of the board.

Inother promotional plans, aninfor-

mation booth was manned at the side-
walk sale in downtown Colby on
Thursday, and thegroup will hand out
flyersat the Rexford Alumni Celebra-
tion on Aug. 31. Representatives will
begoing tothe Brewster “Hotdog and
Watermelon Feed” on Aug. 16, toin-
form residents of the association’s
plans.

lus faces tough battle for governor

Knight.

Heentered thefinal week of thepri-
mary campaignwithlessthan $86,000
in campaign fundsand likely ended it
withrelatively few dollarsin histrea-
sury.

Inaddition, apre-primary poll sug-
gestedthat Shallenburger would bethe
weakest candidate against Sebelius.

Thesurvey of 731 likely voterswas
organized by the Department of Com-
muni cation Studiesat theUniversity of
Kansasand sponsored by sevenmedia
organizations. It had amargin of error
of 3.6 percentage points.

In aSebelius-Shallenburger match,
Sebeliuswasthechoiceof 45.6 percent
of therespondentsand Shallenburger,
of only 24.1 percent. Another 30.4 per-
cent were undecided.

But Shallenburger dismissed the
numbers as irrelevant, saying, “ That
campaign hasn't started yet.”

Shallenburger was right to point to
suchapoll asmeaninglessafull three

months beforethe general election.

First, few Republicanleadersexpect
Shallenburger to have much trouble
raising money. He said he might need
as much as $1.5 million and is confi-
dent hecanraisethat sum. That would
bring hiscampaign total to about $2.1
million.

Sawyer suggested that Sebelius
would need to raise another $1.3 mil-
lion, bringing the total since the start
of her campaign to $3.1 million. The
spendingrecordis$2.61million, setby
Republican Gov. Bill Gravesin his
1998 campaign for re-election.

But evenif Shallenburger raisesless
money, hisprimary campaign showed
he can minimize afund raising disad-
vantagewithvolunteers. Hisconserva-
tive base connectshimto awell-orga-
nized network of activists.

“1 think Shallenburger will be very
able to raise money, and he will have
enough to run awinning campaign,”
said Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-1ndepen-

dence, amoderate.

Sawyer said that even if Sebelius
raisesmorethan $3million, she' |l neeo
the money to compete.

“Thisis avery Republican state,”
Sawyer said. “It takesalittlemorefor
aDemocrat to break through.”

Sawyer was acknowledging a con-
stant fact of Kansaspolitical life. How-
ever good a Democratic hopeful for
statewideofficemay be, that candidate
confrontsabig GOPadvantageinvoter
registration.

More than 710,000 Kansas voters
were affiliated with the Republican
Party — about 272,000 more than
thoseidentifyingthemsel vesasDemo-
crats.

“Thebottomlinefor Republicansin
Kansasisthat you' vegot to givethem
areason not to vote Republican,” said
Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh, &
moderate.

“I don’t see that happening in this

US Airways files for bankruptcy nearly one year after Sept. 11

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP)—USA:ir-
wayshashecomethefirstmajorairline
todeclarebankruptcy sincelastyear’s
terrorist hijackings, amovethat came
11 monthstotheday after theindustry
was rocked by the attacks.

US Airways, the nation’'s seventh-
largest carrier, said flights will con-
tinue normally, and the company ex-
pressed optimism that it will emerge

from bankruptcy early next year.

Inits Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing
Sunday, the company listed assets of
$7.81 billion and liabilities of $7.83
billionand saiditscashflow wasrela-
tively stable.

But Chris Chiames, US Airways'
vice president for corporate affairs,
said that would not last with the peak
summer travel season about to end.

“You do not want to enter bank-
ruptcy in a poor cash position,”
Chiames said at a brief news confer-
ence.

Chapter 11 allowsacompany tocon-
tinue operating and hold its creditors
at bay whileit putsits financesin or-
der. A hearing in U.S. Bankruptcy
CourtinAlexandriawasscheduledfor
today to discussthefiling.

US Airways had been struggling
well before Sept. 11.

In July of 2001, the airline suffered
ablowwhenfederal regulatorsbalked
at aproposed purchase by United Air-
lines that would have given US Air-
waysinvestors $60 ashare.

After the attacks, no airline was
harmed financially morethan USAiir-

ways.

The Arlington-based carrier is the
largest airline at Reagan Washington
National Airport, which remained
closed for weeks after the attacks.

Inaddition, Chiamessaid, theairline
suffered disproportionately when
many travelers opted to drive or take
thetraininstead of making short-haul
flightsup and down the East Coast —
USAirways strength.

Hunter education course slated

Youth activity in September

cancall Jo Strange, executivesecretary tothecity manager,

462-6557.

server.” Reservationscanbemadeby calling L ori Haberer,

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, Colby
volunteer instructorsand the Col by Recreation Department
are sponsoring ahunter education course. The coursewill
beheld at the Colby Community Building on Tuesday, Aug.
27, and Thursday, Aug. 29, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., and
Saturday, Aug. 31, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. “ Students
must attend all sessions,” said Benny Young, withtheWild-
lifeand Parks Department. In addition, anyoneborn on or
after July 1, 1957, must take and pass a hunter education
course beforethey can hunt in Kansas. Students must also
pre-enroll at the Pirate’s Den at Southwind Plaza, Colby.
For information, call 462-6631, 462-7602 or 462-3367.

TheCommunity Awareness Teamissponsoring a“ Cof-
feeHouseNight” inthe City Limitsconferenceroom, Sat-
urday, Sept. 14, from 8to 11 p.m. Theactivity will feature
an open microphone for youth to share poetry, music or
other talents, and refreshmentswill beserved. Theeventis
freeand opentoall students. For questionsor information,
call Janet Worthy, coordinator, 462-8152.

Mosquito spraying to begin

TheCity of Colby crewsarepreparing to spray for mos-
quitoes for the remainder of the summer and anyone who
would like to be notified when crews will bein their area

at 462-4410. Inaddition, thecity isurging residentsto check
their yards and empty anything that is holding stagnant
water, suchascans, swimming pools, tires, etc., tokeepthe
mosquito population to aminimum.

After 5 Club meets in Colby
TheHighPlainsKansasAfter 5 Clubwill holdsits‘ Fish
and Tackle’ meeting on Tuesday from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Colby Community Building’sLittle Theatre.
Featured guestisJim Fergusonwhowill sharestorieson
adventuresintheoutdoors. Theguest speaker will beKelvin
Boltjes of Sidney, Neb., whose topic will be “Life Pre-

Volunteers needed for ‘Relay’ event

Cheryl Schwarz and Chuck Dempewolf, co-
chairperson’sof theRelay for Lifeevent areinviting people
totakepart inthisuniquefundraising event beginning Fri-
day,Aug. 16 at 7 p.m. Kicking off theevent, Schwarz said,
will bethe cancer survivorswalking thefirst lap on Friday
night. Theluminary lighting ceremony will beheld at 9:3C
p.m. andif anyoneisinterestedinwalking asacancer sur-
vivor, purchasealuminary or to helpinany way, call her at
462-3232 or Dempewolf at 462-3481.
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