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ABOVE: Michele Werth of Brewster; Brittany, Sheila, and Heather
Plummer, all of Winona; and Nancy Rundel of Colby (behind) all par-

Relay for Life another
success; $15,000 raised

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

M orethan 160 peopl e participated
in the “largest slumber party” in
Kansas on Friday night while they
walked the night away at Relay for
Lifeat Dennan Field in Colby.

Cheryl Schwarz, event coordina-
tor, said the relay was an outstand-
ing successand morethan 60 people
whohavebeat cancer participatedin
the survivor walk.

Thisyear 16teamsfromall around
the area participated in the 12-hour
walk whichwasheldfrom 7 p.m.on
Friday to 7 a.m. on Saturday.

Schwarz said that the final total

hasyettobetallied, but approximately
$15,000 was raised for the American
Cancer Society for purposes of re-
search, treatment and prevention.

Throughout thenight, walkerswere
entertained by several groups includ-
ing the Colby Tae Kwondo group;
dancers from Cheryl Schwarz Dance
Studi os; the Colby High School Dance
Team; and Colby Police Officer, Bob
Herron and hisK-9 partner, Capone.

“1 want to thank all of our corporate
sponsors, the people who helped dur-
ing the event, and the committee,
Schwarz said.

“ It was a successful community
event.”

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

ticipated inthe cancer survivor walk. BELOW: Luminaries honorthose
who have cancer or who have died from cancer.
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WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley areas

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 89

Low thismorning, 57

Year ago today, 89 and 55

Temperature at 11:15 a.m. to-
day, 67

Colby’sweekend rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’sweekendrainfall, 0.01

Soil tempat the4-inchdepth, 76

Records for Aug. 19, 105 in
1986 and 45in 1960

Theforecast

Today, becoming partly cloudy,
highs near 80. Tonight, a 40 per-
cent chance for thunderstorms,
cloudy, lows middle 60s, south-
west windsaround 15 mph. Tues-
day, partly sunny, a 20 percent
chance for thunderstorms, highs
lower 90s, south windsaround 15
mph. Tuesday night, partly cloudy
and breezy, lowsinthelower 60s.
Wednesday, partly sunny, a30 per-
cent chance for thunderstorms,
highsinthemiddle90s. (Tempera-
tures and precipitation are from
the Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, unless otherwise
noted. Forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

*Aug.16-17-18=daily average
2.285 million gallons over the
threedays

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5milliongallons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

New television series features county

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Colby and Thomas County werese-
lected astheinaugural sitefor thefirst
episode of anew serieson publictele-
vision that will air Saturday, Aug. 24,
beginning at 7 p.m. on cable channel
3

A special preview presentation of A
DayIntheLifeof ThomasCounty was
held Friday night to give volunteers
and sponsorsachanceto seethenearly
complete program.

“TheOur Town seriesisagreat way
for usto highlight the wonderful and
unique characteristics of different
communities within the area we
serve,” said Kristy Nyp, director of

= Briefly

Deadline on workshop extended

The Thomas County Community Foundation is sponsoring a
special workshop on Tuesday featuring Vaughn Henry, who is
one of the nation’sleading expertsin the design and administra-
tion of charitableremainder trusts, said Becky Donelan, director
of thefoundation. Thefirst sessionisgearedtoward professional
advisorsfrom8:30to 11:30 am., with the second sessiontoward
non-profit organizationsfrom1:30to4 p.m. Thethird sessionwill
bemoregeneral and beginsat 7 p.m. Theevening sessionwill not
require registration. If interested in registering for the morning
or afternoon workshop, call Donelan at 465-9152.

College board meets today

Theregular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Colby Com-
munity Collegewill beheldtoday at 5p.m.intheboard room of
the Thomas Hall administration building. Items of businessin-
clude: approval of collegefarmbill; achangein the board meet-
ing date; discussion of thestatewideeconomicsurvey board; water

usage; and resignations.

communications and marketing for
Smoky HillsPublic Television.

Captured onfilmfor thisdebut pro-
duction, volunteer video camera op-
eratorsin Colby and Thomas County
filmed unique places in Rexford,
Brewster, Levant, Gem, Mingo and
Colby.

Television viewers will see lots of
familiar faces and some maybe not so
familiar from these areas, she said.

In most instances, the volunteers
also served as narrators covering the
early history of Colby and Thomas
County and pioneers of modern tech-
nology, from longtime commercial
establishments to enterprising new
ventures, Nyp said. In addition, she

said, the station plansto produce two
or threeepi sodesof theserieseachyear
so viewers throughout central and
western Kansas can see more of the
region they call home.

“1t’s another way for usto really
emphasize the amazing things going
onright herein this part of the state,
whichispart of our mission asalocal
station,” Nyp said.

Partnersof thenew programinclude
the Colby Free Press, Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce, F& M
Bank of Colby, Colby Community
College, Commercia Sign Co., Farm
Bureau Financial Services, KXXX/
KQLSandinparty by theCorporation
for Public Broadcasting, she said.

Hunter education course slated

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, Colby volun-
teer instructors and the Colby Recreation Department are spon-
soring ahunter education course.

The coursewill be held at the Colby Community Building on
Tuesday, Aug. 27, and Thursday, Aug. 29, from 6:30t09:30p.m.,
and Saturday, Aug. 31, from 8:30 am. to 12:30 p.m. “ Students
must attend all sessions,” said Benny Young, with the Wildlife
and Parks Department. In addition, anyoneborn on or after July
1,1957, must takeand passahunter education coursebeforethey
can hunt in Kansas. Students must also pre-enroll at the Pirate's
Den at Southwind Plaza, Colby. For information, call 462-6631,
462-7602 or 462-3367.

MOSQUI'[O spraying continues

The City of Colby crews continueto spray for mosguitoesfor
the remainder of the summer and anyone who would like to be
notified when crewswill beintheir areacan call Jo Strange, ex-

ecutive secretary to the city manager, at 462-4410.

Pat Roberts says
Thomas County
IN disaster area

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Fifty-eight countiesin Kansas, in-
cluding Thomas, have been declared
federal disaster areas due the severe
drought, Sen. Pat Roberts announced
inWichitalast Friday..

“1 am pleased the USDA has taken
this step to aid Kansas producers that
are suffering,” e said. “We still have
morework to do.”

Todd Barrows, with the Consoli-
dated Farm Service Agency in Colby,
said, “Hopefully,it'sastart.... Thiswill
allow areaproducersto apply for low-
interest loans.”

Gov. Bill Gravessent aletterin June
reguesting 48 countiesbedeclared di-
saster areas due to the drought, and
Roberts said the rest of the Kansas
Congressional delegation sent sup-
porting letters.

Thereare40Kansascountiesdesig-
nated as primary disaster areasand 18
as contiguous disaster counties, Rob-
ertssaid. Family-sizedfarm operators
inprimary and contiguouscountiesare
eligibletobeconsideredfor low-inter-
est emergency loans from the Farm
Service Agency provided eligibility
requirementsare met, he said.

“Producers can borrow up to 100
percent of the actual production or
physical losses, to a maximum of
$500,000,” Roberts said. “Loans for
crop, livestock, and non-real estate
lossesmust berepaid within 1-7 years
depending on individual circum-
stances. The current annual interest

ratesfor emergency loansis3.75 per-
cent”

Altogether, said Barrows, around
1,700 producers in Thomas County
will be affected by this program.

Barrowssaidthat theyear 2000 was
thelast timeThomas County had been
declared adisaster area. That was be-
cause of storm damagesthat occurred
that year.

Thefollowingisalist of primary and
contiguous disaster counties:

Primary: Barber, Cheyenne,
Comanche, Decatur, Edwards,
Ellsworth, Finney, Ford, Gove, Gra-
ham, Grant, Gray, Greeley, Hamilton,
Hodgeman, Jewell, Kearney, Lane,
Lincoln, Logan, Meade, Morton,
Norton, Osborne, Pawnee, Phillips,
Rawlins, Rooks, Russell, Scott,
Seward, Sheridan, Sherman, Smith,
Stanton, Stevens, Thomas, Trego,
Wallace, Wichita. ContiguousCoun-
ties: Barton, Clark, Cloud, Ellis,
Harper, Haskell, Kingman, Kiowa,
McPherson, Mitchell, Ness, Ottawa,
Pratt, Republic, Rice, Rush, Saline,
Stafford.

“Thisisagoodfirst stepinbringing
significant relief,” Roberts said. “I
haveal sorequestedthe USDA suspend
the 25 percent reductionin CRPrental
paymentsfor all producersusingtheir
own CRPground. Allowing somepro-
ducerstodonatehay off the CRPwhile
others must take rental reductionsis
simply leading to agaming of thesys-
temandfrustrating producersthrough:-
out the Great Plains.”

Tax error creates havoc

MANHATTAN (AP) — A mistake
that caused the property value of a
home near Kansas State University to
beinflated by $200 million hasbaffled
even state experts and left local gov-
ernments scrambling to refiguretheir
budgets.

Riley County Appraiser Sam
Schmidt’sstaff uncoveredtheerror last
week while preparing for next year’s
valuations. The staff found the val ua-
tion on asingle $59,500 property east
of the university inadvertently had
been changed to $200,059,000.

Thetax bill was never sent out, but
Manhattan, Riley County andthelocal
school district based their budget cal-

culations on the erroneous valuation,
which created a6.5 percent overstate-
ment of the value of property in the
county.

Now, all threewill probably haveto
figure out how to fix an overall short-
fall that'slikely to reach at least $2.3
million.

No one knows how the mistake oc-
curred, though Schmidt hasspecul ated
it may have been a keystroke error.
Oncethe mistake was made, Schmidt
said, it would have been easy to l0se
among roughly 40,000 entries for
property values.

The city’s shortfall is $968,000,
whileRiley County’sis$781,814.
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John Njagi, producer and director with Smoky Hills, talked to Jada
Johnson, one of the video camera volunteers Friday night.

manities Council.

venture.

ment inVienna

4 Thumbs Up! &y

VLarry Berg— on your appointment to the K ansas Hu-

vDon& Irmajean Barta— welcomeand enjoy your new
community. Donisthenew principal at Colby High School.

V“Relay for Life” Organizers— another super event!

VSherry & Larry McDonald — on your new business

vHannaBethell —good luck withyour teaching assign-

vColby Community College Students— welcometothe
new, and glad to have you back to the old.

VDenise & Darren Burrows— congratul ations!

VAIIl Faculty & Staff — in and around Thomas County,
enjoy the new school year.

(Call usat 462-3963 to submit a name or namesfor in-
clusioninthisweekly salute.)
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