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Budget
Survives
attack

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Colby School Board held a
publichearing Monday night prior to
approving its budget for the 2002-
2003 school year. Thehearing lasted
approximately 30 minutes and was
well attended.

District patron Lloyd Theimer of
Colby gave apresentation in which
he read from a prepared statement,
part of whichisexcerpted here.

“Last year at the USD 315 budget
hearing,” Theimer read while stand-
ing nexttoatableonwhichtherewas
a six-pack of bottled water, two
bricks, and a box of caramel corn
(their presenceexplainedlater inthe
story), “youreceived copiesof actual
county tax statements of Southwest
guarter of 27-9-34 of the Theimer
farm showing that taxes were de-
creased asthosedark daysworsened.
Not today — ‘ thetail wagsthedog.’
Government is no longer of the
peopleor for thepeopl e. By thissame
token, someevenquestionif thepub-
licschoolsarefor thebest interest of
thechildren.”

Hecontinued, “ It'sbeenmorethan
adecade since USD 315 began its
building, remodelinganddestruction
program. Themistakes, deceits, and
excessesarehistory. Thetwobondis-
suesremain. Air conditioning, heat-
ing, extraacresof bluegrassplusold
gradeschool site, etc., all addtocost.
Still in spite of decreasing enroll-
ment, themanagementispushingfor
an added building on the new high
school acreage.

“ After sellingthisAdministration
Complexfor $1, thepriceof thisbox
of caramel corn, or the price of these
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Lloyd Theimer of Colby spoke to the school board Monday night during the public hearing on the district's
2002-2003 budget. Theimer used a six-pack of bottled water, a box of caramel corn, and two bricks to
demonstrate what it cost to purchase the current administration building.

twobrickspricedat 50 centseach. This
6-pack of drinking water priced at
$2.50would have bought two and one
half of these units.”

L ester Haremzaof Colby al so spoke
to the board against raising the mill
levy.

“1 want to encourage you not to do
this,” he told the board. “There's no
way | can pay moretaxes. You people
ought to consider this. It seemsto me
thatwithall of theseactivitiesgoingon,
and busses running up and down the
Interstate, we should be able to cut
some stuff.”

Afteramotionwasmadeto approve
the budget, board member Wilburn
Holloway said, “I’'m afarmer. | can't
support an increase in taxes. Back in

thethirties, teacherstook half-pay, not
an increase. One of these days, the
peopl earegoingto haveenough of this
and rise up. Then there'll be alot of
peopleout of jobs.”

Theboard approved thebudget by a
vote of 5 in favor, 1 opposed
(Holloway) and 1 absent (Bill Miller).

In other business, the board:

» Approved out-of-district atten-
dancefor ValorieAckerman, wholives
inWinona, and Dalton and D€’ andra
Garcia, of Brewster.

» Approved emergency substitute
certificates for Jeanette Fortkamp,
Roger Herren, Donna Lamm and
Krysti Terrell.

* Acceptedtheresignationsof Laura
Cook, high school athleticg/activities
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secretary, and Marilyn Denning,
food service.

* Accepted employment recom-
mendations for Stacy Hall, part-
time paraprofessional; Roger
Herren, paraprofessional; Danielle
Meitler, paraprofessional; Janet
Pinkelman, paraprofessional;
Arlene Scartozzi, library assistant;
Rose Schacher, paraprofessional;
and Carol Schwarz, food service;
and Sheri Lock, food service.

* Theboard alsoapproved supple-
mental contracts, withtheprovision
that an eye be kept on participation
numbers, sothat intheevent of low
participationinanactivity, areduc-
tioninthenumber of coachescould
be made.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley areas

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 76

Low thismorning, 59

Year ago today, 97 and 55

Temperature at 11:00 am. to-
day, 80

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Soil tempatthe4-inchdepth, 75

Records for Aug. 20, 104 in
1900 and 43in 1908

Theforecast

Today, partly sunny, upper 80s.
Tonight, partly cloudy, 20 percent
chancefor thunderstorms, lowsin
the lower 60s, southwest winds
10-20 mph. Wednesday, sunny
and hot, highs in the upper 90s,
west winds5-15 mph. Wednesday
night, clear, lows 60-65. Thurs-
day, cloudy early, then becoming
partly sunny, highsin the lower
90s. (Temperaturesand precipita-
tion are from the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center, unless
otherwisenoted. Forecastisfrom
the National Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

* Aug. 19 = 2.326 million gal-
lons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5 million gal-
lons

WarningLeve 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

s Briefly

City council meets tonight

TheColby City Council will meettonight at 7:30p.m.in
council chambersto continue discussion on the Commu-
nity Buildingroof; consider formation of intensiveground-
water usecontrol areawithinthecorporatelimitsof thecity
and discussionand approval of 2002 street sealing project.
All meetingsare open to the public. For questionsor copy

‘Docs Who Care’
bringing practice
to clinic in Colby

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
As the search continues to recruit
new physicians, followingtheresigna-

communities and small hospitals
throughout the Midwest,” he said.

The team of rotating doctors are

scheduled three months in

tions of Drs. Eric Jacobsen
and Jeffrey Kasselman, the
Family Center for Health
Carein Colby recently an-
nouncedit hassecuredacon-
tract with a job-share
physician’sgroup.

Known as, Docs Who
Care, the concept of the

""l.i.i

advancesothat patientsmay
™ set their follow-up appoint-
mentswith the physician of
their choice, Fockesaid.
“When there is an emer-
gency and apatient needstc
beseen,” hesaid, “it'sreas-
! suring to know that other
o high quality physicians are

group isto provide rotating | available.”

coverageusingbetweentwo Dr. G. Morsch ~ Thefirst two physicians
and four physicians equivar in the rotation through the
lent to afull-time position, g—ﬁ% clinic include Dr. Gary
said Scott Focke, clinicman- | % % | Morsch, Olathe, whoisalso

ager at Family Center for ?
Health Care. ]
The doctors will rotate,
working aweek at atime,
giving patientscontinuity of
care, with privilegesat Citi-
zensMedical Center aswell.
Thephysiciansonthis ro-

A

the founder of Docs Who
Care, and Dr. Ned Nixon,
Jr., of Littleton, Colo., he
said.

Morsch said the group of
doctorswill bein Colby as
long as they are needed

tating team can provide 24-
hour per day admitting and
inpatient coverage to include obstet-
rics.

Regarding emergency room staff-
ing, Focke said, the doctors will take
their turn, along with Drs. Victor
Hildyard, LaDonna Regier and
Raymond K etting in providing cover-
age.

Focke said these contracted physi-
cians will also work with Luetta
Flanagin and Jenny Niblock, nurse
practitioners, at the Family Center for
Health Care.

“Docs Who Careisateam of dedi-
cated, motivated people to include
physicians, physician assistants and
nursepractitionerswhoarecommitted
to providing high quality careto rura

County commissioners fill two vacancies on

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press
Two open slots on the Thomas
County Fair Board have been filled
when the Thomas County Commis-
sioners appointed Brad Skolout and
JustinAlexander tothosepostsat their
Monday meeting.
Theofficial resignation|ettersfrom
VeraSloan (Ward 1) and David Pabst

Expertsare

FALLSBURG, N.Y. (AP) — Five-
month-old Ester Schwimmer was
nestledinher carriagefor anafternoon
nap outsideher family’sCatskillsbun-
galow when screamsrang out.

“Bear! bear! bear!” witnessesyelled
Monday shortly before a black bear
snatched Ester from her stroller and
dragged her into the woods as her
mother brought her two other children
tosafety. Residentsdesperately hurled
rocks at the 155-pound bear asit ran
away. The young bear eventually

(Roval Township) were received this
past week by the commissioners.
Sloan’sterm, which expiresat theend
of December 2004, will befilled by
Alexander upon his acceptance.

Pabst’s term, ending in December
2003, will be taken by Skolout, upon
his acceptance.

Thisyear, thefair boardwill havesix
terms which will expire at the end of

December. They arecurrently held by
Darlene Hatfield, Bill Shields, Gary
Garrett, Sue Draper, Sheryl Baird and
Darrel Dible.

In other business:

» TheThomas County Conversation
District recently received a grant for
$125,000. These monies will be used
inparttopurchaseabaler andrecycling
binsfor communitiesin the surround-

ing areas.

Commissioner Ron Evans said of
the director of the program, Lynette
Koon, “Sheis doing awonderful job
with all of therecycling efforts.”

* All three commissioners will be
attending the Kansas Association of
Counties Conferencein November.

» The commissioners will be going
toWakK eeney onMonday, Aug. 26toa

Dr. N. Nixon

while the community con-
tinues its search to recruit
full-time physicians.

“By securingthecontract with Docs
Who Care,” Fockesaid, “and withthe
hospital votingto purchasethe Family
Center for Health Care, the future
looks brighter.”

All the physicianswithin the group
are board certified family doctors, he
said.

Dr. Morschwasin Colby last week
and Dr. Nixon started hisrotation this
week.

Fockesaidthat with thephysician’s
groupinplace, themedical community
cannow turnitsattentiontorecruiting
permanent doctors.

For questionsor information, Focke
encourages peopleto call the center at
(785) 462-6184.

fair board

meeting at the Greater Western K ansas
Regional Juvenile Detention Center.

» Permission was granted to Re-
source, Conservation, and Develop-
ment Council to park vehiclesin the
parking lot of the Thomas County Of -
fice Complexwhilethey areattending
aconferencein South Dakota.

The next regular meeting is sched-
uled for 9 am., Friday, Aug. 30.

baffled as black bear kills 5-month-old child

dropped theinfant, but shehad severe
head and neck injuries and was pro-
nounced dead at Ellenville Hospital,
said Fallsburg Police Chief Brent
Lawrence.

A police officer shot and killed the
bear after hunting it down throughthe
woods.

“It may bethefirst seasonthat it may
have been onitsown, and it may very
well have perceived thisinfant as a
food source,” Lawrencesaid.

The death stunned visitors at the

Catskillsresort community and baffled
wildlife experts who say black bears
rarely attack humans. The American
Bear Association says only 40 deaths
inall of NorthAmericawerecaused by
black bearsin thelast century.

“Inall my many years, 34 summers,
we' ve had them eat birdseed, get into
trouble eating dog food in people’s
yards, but black bearsarejust not noted
for attacking humans,” said Ward
Stone, statewildlife pathol ogist.

Ester wassleepinginher carriageby

the porch of the bungalow, near her
mother and two siblings at around 2
p.m. when the attack occurred. After
hearing the screams, the mother
shuttled her 4- and 2-year-old children
inside, Lawrence said.

Moments|ater, when she came out-
side again, the infant was gone. Wit-
nessesreported seeingthebear withthe
baby in its mouth as it ambled into
dense woods 20 feet from the bunga-
low.

| saacAbraham, an Orthodox Jewish

community leader from Brooklyn, said
people desperately tried to save the
girl. “People started chasing the bear,
throwing rocksat it,” he said.

Department of Environmental Con-
servation and police officers pursueg
thebear intothewoods, Lawrencesaid.
Fallsburg officer David Decker shot it
once.

“Itwasjust standingthere. It wasn’t
scared,” Decker said. “As | walkeo
toward the bear, thebear climbed up e
tree. And that’swhen | shot the bear.”

Two men are charged In the theft of 12 paintings at Hays

HAY S (AP) — A Hays man was
charged Monday in the theft of 12
paintings by local artist John Cody. A
second Hays man was charged with
possession of the stolen paintings.

Mitchell M. Nestir, 29, is charged
with theft of items worth more than
$25,000, vehicleburglary and car theft.

687-3340.

of agendas, call Jo Strange, executive secretary to the city

manager, at 462-4410.

Floats wanted for parade

The Rexford-Golden PlainsAlumni are planning aspe-
cial celebration on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 30-

Nestirissuspected of stealingacar that
had the paintings in the trunk. When
the car was recovered, the paintings
and other itemswerenot insideit.

Nestir is being held on $100,000
bondin EllisCounty Jail. Hisbond on
aTrego County charge of felony theft
has been revoked.

31land Sept. 1, said Kathi Hapke, chairman of theassocia-
tion. In an effort to make this millenium alumni weekend
even more successful, Hapke is encouraging businesses,
individuals and organizations to enter floats or anything
relatedtothethemeof theevent, “ Blast FromthePast,” for
the parade on Saturday. For questions, call Hapke at (785)

Hunter education course slated

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, Colby
volunteer instructorsand the Col by Recreation Department
are sponsoring ahunter education course. The coursewill
beheldat the Colby Community Buildingon Tuesday, Aug.

Enid C. Tagimacruz, 46, is charged
with knowingly possessing stolen
property after he allegedly hid the
paintingswhen Nestir brought themto
him. Tagimacruz is being held on
$100,000 bond for the art theft, and
asoisbeingheld onawarrant for fail-
ure to appear in Ellis County District

27, and Thursday, Aug. 29, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., and
Saturday, Aug. 31, from8:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. “ Students
must attend all sessions,” said Benny Young, withtheWild-

life and Parks Department.

In addition, anyone born on or after July 1, 1957, must
takeand passahunter education coursebeforethey canhunt
inKansas. Studentsmust also pre-enroll at thePirate’sDen
at Southwind Plaza, Colby. For information, call 462-6631,

462-7602 or 462-3367.

Youth activity in September

TheCommunity Awareness Teamissponsoring a“ Cof -
feeHouseNight” inthe City Limitsconferenceroom, Sat-

Courtonanaggravated assault charge.

The paintings, watercolor render-
ings of Saturniid moths had an esti-
mated value of $250,000. They had
been loaned to Commerce Bank for a
July exhibition. Hays Arts Council
Director BrendaMeder had the paint-
ingsinthetrunk of her car whenitwas

stolen Aug. 6. The paintings were re-
covered after Nestir and another man
werearrested Aug. 12inthebeating of
another Hays man at a bar. While po-
licewere questioning witnesses about
the incident, Tagimacruz told them
where the stolen goods were, Hays
policeinvestigator Bill Lovewell said.

urday, Sept. 14, from8to 11 p.m.
Theactivity will feature an open microphone for youth
tosharepoetry, musicor other talents, and refreshmentswill

be served. The event is free and open to al students. For

462-8152.

guestions or information, call Janet Worthy, coordinator,

Crafters needed for fall event

Plansfor theannual Colby Girl Scout Craft Salearenow
underway, said Jan Barnum, coordinator. Asinyear’spast,

Barnum said crafters are needed for the event, which will
be held on Saturday, Oct. 12, from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in the
Colby Community Colby. For questionson how toarrange
for abooth at the* Craft-a-Ganza,” call her at 462-6503.
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